
 

 
  

Lesson 39- God’s Kingdom Law: The First Two Commands 
FBC Webb City- Dustin Burdin 

THE KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduc*on 
 
We began looking at the Law given to Israel though Moses at Mount Sinai. We have yet 
to look at the specifics, but rather we began with exploring what the purpose of the 
Law was.  
 
We determined the Law was not meant to be a means of salvation for Israel. One was 
not saved by keeping the Law. A person could never keep the Law faithfully. The Law 
was more than just legal codes like we think of laws. Law for the Hebrews meant 
instructions and teachings for all of life. The Law to them was life giving. It was God’s 
message given to His Kingdom people so they could know how to live as His kingdom 
people.  
 
The Law was meant to bring blessings on Israel if they would obey it. It taught them 
God’s Kingdom ethics and His standards. It taught them wisdom. It was meant to draw 
other nations to Israel so they could know the one true God, Yahweh.  
 
The Law was meant to expose sin. This was Paul’s main idea in the New Testament 
when discussing the purpose of the Law. It showed the person what it meant to sin, by 
explaining specific sins even. Then, it brought conviction and guilt. This was meant to 
cause the person to go to God and seek His mercy and grace by faith.  
 
Our study is all about how the Bible is teaching us about the Kingdom of God. This 
exploration of the Law let’s keep in mind how it fits with this theme of the Kingdom. It 
is God giving His Kingdom Law to his Kingdom people. The Law governed how Israel 
were to live as God’s Kingdom People on earth.  
 
Now we begin looking at the heart of the Law, the Ten Commandments.  
 
The first four are vertical. They deal with a person’s relationship between them and 
God. The next six are horizontal. They deal with a person’s relationship between them 
and their neighbor. In this lesson we will explore the first two.  
 

The First Commandment: No other gods 
 
Exodus 20:2-3 
 
Notice how God introduces the Commandments in verse 2. “I am the Lord (Yahweh) 
your God.” He begins by making sure they understand He is the One who has all rights 
to declare to them how they are to live before Him. He is the sovereign Lord over all. 
God has all rights over our lives.  
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Next, He says, “who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery.” Not 
only should Israel obey God because He is the Lord over all, but they should also obey 
Him because of His love for them. God redeemed them out of slavery in Egypt and 
brought them into the freedom of being God’s people. This was meant to spur Israel to 
respond to God’s grace with loving obedience and gratitude.  
 
God’s first commandment is that they have no other gods before the one true God. 
“Have no other gods before Me.” This idea of ‘before’ is interesting on its own. It can 
be equally translated as before, besides, over, on, and a few others. The idea is Israel 
can have no other gods that they substitute in the place of the one true God. Nor could 
they have other gods that they worshipped in addition to the one true God.  
 
Israel came out of a polytheistic culture in Egypt. Polytheism is a religion in which 
people worship many gods. God was setting the record straight that they cannot do 
like the other nations who worship many gods. They cannot worship Yahweh and 
worship other gods. Yahweh, and Yahweh alone is God and is He alone is to be 
worshipped as God, no others.  
 
What God is calling for in the first commandment is complete exclusive rights to a 
person’s allegiance. God is an exclusive God. He does not share glory with other gods 
or beings. God calls people to see that He is the only true God and therefore He is to 
be the only Being worshiped by a person. God, and God alone, has the exclusive rights 
to be worshipped.  
 
What level of commitment was God calling His people to in their devotion to Him? 
 
 
 
How high of a priority was God to be in the hearts and minds of His covenant people?  
 
 
 
 
Is it selfish of God to command this level of worship from people? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
How are we prone today to put other gods in the place of, or in front of God? 
 
 
 
 
Here is the irony as we examine each commandment that I want us to keep in mind. 
God did not come up with these laws randomly. They flow from God’s nature. God 
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commands what God is. For example, why does God command that we do not lie? 
Because God is not a liar. We will explore those commandments in a later lesson. For 
now, I want us to realize God’s nature is in the Law that He gave.  
 
The other reason God gave these commands is because they are truly what is best for 
a person. It seems repressive to say that a person must do this or that. However, it is 
liberating and freeing. God knows that the best thing a person can do is be right with 
Him. God knows that what is truly liberating for a person is that they be free from sin 
and free to live for God.  
 
The Law should not be thought of us as harsh and repressive. It is God’s nature, and it 
is truly what is best for a person to have a fulfilled and liberated life with God. 
 
With the First Commandment God sets the tone for the rest of the commandments. He 
demands the exclusive rights to be God to His people. He demands full allegiance and 
commitment from His Kingdom people. Remember in verse two, God reminded Israel 
that it was the Lord who rescued and redeemed them from slavery in Egypt. Israel 
owed their very existence to God, and they owed their freedom to God.  
 
This commandment is largely what goes wrong with Israel in the Old Testament. They 
chase away after other gods, and it ends very badly for them.  
 

The Second Commandment: No Idols 
 
Exodus 20:4-6 
 
Not only was Israel to have no other gods except for the Lord, they were not to craft 
idols. Idols were anything crafted by human hands to represent a deity. They usually 
resembled things on the earth or in the skies above. The idea was the statue 
represented the deity and perhaps was thought of as containing the presence of the 
deity.  
 
We have to remember the setting back then. Israel came out of Egypt where they had 
been for 400 years. Egyptians worshipped many gods and they had many, many, 
statues and idols representing these gods. Israel was used to seeing people bow 
down, pray to, and worship statues and other types of idols.  
 
We also need to consider human nature. It is part of our nature to want to see things. I 
think this is why human societies from ancient history made so many idols and statues 
for their gods. The human mind wants to be able to have an object that we can look to, 
or touch, that we can worship. Egypt had a god of the sun, but that wasn’t enough, 
they needed to be able to see him. So they made idols that represented this sun god. 
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Now their minds could understand what it meant to worship the sun god. You go to his 
statues and pray and worship there. 
 
The Lord is the exact opposite. He wants Israel to understand they can do no such 
thing. The other nations around them worship idols made by human hands 
representing their gods, but the Kingdom people of the Lord could not do this.  
 
What is the issue with Israel making idols, even if they were idols of the one true God? 
 
 
 
 
 
If God’s kingdom people make idols, even ones meant to be about Yahweh, this is a 
grave offense to God for one major reason. It reduces the invisible, immortal, infinite, 
eternal, and all-powerful God to a statue made by human hands. God was in essence 
saying to Israel, “You can’t make an idol of me because you can’t replicate My nature 
and essence into a human made idol.”  
 
To make an idol of Yahweh was to try and claim His presence could be confined to a 
statue of some sort.  
 
The other nations would make a statue representing a particular deity. Usually, it 
resembled things from the earth of from the sky. It was all about human ideas that they 
put into this idol that they believed represented the god. The Lord was letting Israel 
know this is not even possible to do with Yahweh. It is impossible to adequately 
capture God’s likeness in an idol. There is nothing on earth nor in the skies above that 
can remotely resemble God. To try to do so was an offense to God’s holiness and 
nature. Therefore, we have the Second Commandment saying, “Don’t do it!” 
 
Another likely reason God commanded them not to make idols is God knew what 
would happen if they did. They would begin worshipping those idols rather than the 
god the idol represented. If God permitted them in some way to make a statue 
representing His presence and power, then over time they would think more of that 
statue than they do God.  
 
God warns them of a great danger in verses 5-6. These verses are tricky and have 
been misunderstood often. 
 
God says He is a jealous God. He desires earnestly the dedication, devotion, and 
worship of His Kingdom people. If they chase after other false gods it will provoke 
God’s jealousy and He will discipline them to bring them back to faithfulness to 
Himself.  
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Jealousy in our English Bibles comes from a Hebrew word that can more accurately be 
thought of as, zeal and passionate. God says He is passionate for the devotion of His 
people.  
 
Then we read, “visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and fourth 
generations of those who hate Me. (NASB).” Most other Bible translations say 
something similar. God visits the iniquity of the fathers on the children.  
 
Does this mean God punishes innocent children for the sins of their fathers? Of course 
not! We must keep in mind Deuteronomy 24:16. “Fathers shall not be put to death 
because of their children, nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers. 
Each one shall be put to death for his own sin.” 
 
God must have been talking about something else other than punishing later 
generations for the sins of their fathers.  
 
This phrase has been debated a long time by many scholars. Here is my attempt at a 
good way of understanding what God may have meant. If we factor in Deuteronomy 
24:16, then we have to rule out any interpretations that suggest God punishes 
successive generations for the sins of their forefathers.  
 
I think God was explaining a principle that Israel needed to be aware of. When one 
generation goes off into a sin, if the next generation is not taught it is wrong, then the 
natural outcome is that second generation continues in the sin of the first generation. 
The sin gets carried on from one generation to the next.  
 
God was letting Israel know that He does not give the second generation a pass just 
because the first generation started the sin. God does not look at the second and third 
generation and say, “Well I won’t punish them for this sin because they do not know 
any better. It was their forefathers who started it and no one has told them they are 
wrong.” God will still punish the later generations for the same sins they learned from 
their fathers.  
 
God was warning Israel that if they run away into idolatry and teach their children to do 
the same, that sin would be handed down generation to generation. God would punish 
the children, the grandchildren, and so on if they keep engaging in the sins of the 
forefathers. It was a warning to this generation of Israelites to be careful to maintain 
their faithfulness to Yahweh. If they do so, then they are in a way preserving the 
blessings on their children and grandchildren, etc.  
 
To fail to keep this commandment would not just result in punishment on this 
generation, but it most likely meant that sin would be taught to the future generations 
and God warned Israel that He would not give the future generations a pass.  
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I feel good about this interpretation because of another phrase. God says He would 
bring punishment to each generation, “of those who hate Me.” This specifies God 
would punish each generation who carried on the sin of idolatry because it showed 
they truly hated the one true God.  
 
Notice the blessing in verse 6. God said He would punish sins on the 3rd and 4th 
generation. However, God said His mercy and blessings could be given out to “the 
thousandth generation.” This reveals to us the heart of God. He will punish sin, but He 
would rather show His mercy to thousands upon thousands who will keep His 
commands and love Him.  
 
What do you think about verses 5-6? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember, God was also being figurative by using these numbers. He will punish to 
the 3rd and 4th generation, but He will show love and mercy to the thousandth 
generation. It was revealing the heart of God. Deuteronomy 7:9 backs this up.  
 
 
 
How do you think Christians of today can commit the sin of idolatry? 
 
 
 
 
 
How serious is it that parents seek to educate and train their children to love the Lord? 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
In this lesson we just looked at 2 of the first 4 commandments. God calls His Kingdom 
people to be fully devoted and dedicated to Him alone. They can have no other gods. 
Secondly, He calls them to not reduce Him down to a statute or idol. God cannot be 
thought of in terms like this, nor can His presence be reduced to these idols.  
 
We also hopefully realize the seriousness of sin on future generations if it is not 
stopped.  
 
 


