
 

 
  

Lesson 3: Rebellion in the Kingdom 
FBC Webb City- Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
God’s Kingdom has been created. God has also ordered and arranged His Kingdom. 
 
Remember, we are exploring the Bible as one big story having as its major theme, the 
Kingdom of God.  
 
Christ is the key figure in this story. Christ is the One whom the Father declares will 
reign on the throne of His Kingdom 
 
The Bible is a story about God establishing His Kingdom; His Kingdom was rebelled 
against; God enacts a plan of redemption to save repentant rebels and restore His 
Kingdom. Jesus Christ is God’s King who secures salvation for the rebels, invites all to 
join in the Kingdom, and will reign for all eternity as King over the Kingdom where His 
people will enjoy His presence forever.  
 
In our lessons so far we have explored how God created and established His Kingdom. 
God created all things and gave them their purpose. This includes us, humanity. God 
created all things for His own glory (to bring Him honor and praise).  
 
Humanity was the only creature made in God’s Image. We learned that this likely 
means several concepts, some of which we probably do not fully grasp. At its most 
basic level, being made in God’s Image means we share some of God’s attributes and 
likeness. Image implies a type of picture, or mirror. We are by no means equal to God, 
however God saw fit to grant to humanity special abilities and capacities that no other 
creature has.  
 
Some of these were: logical thinking, morality, spirituality, and a few more. Essentially 
human beings are spiritual creatures unlike other creatures. We have a soul, and an 
ability to communicate with God, know God, and worship God. Humans are created in 
a very special way by God.  
 
Next, we saw that humans also have a special mandate by God. Humans have been 
given a mission that other creatures were not given. Humans are to stewards over 
God’s creation. Stewards are to take care of and look over God’s creation on behalf of 
God and for God’s glory.  
 
Finally, we took time to explore key passages in the New Testament that make it clear 
Jesus Christ was present at the moment of creation in Genesis 1:1. Not only was He 
there, He is the One who carried out the acts of creation. Jesus is the Son of God, the 
Word of God who has eternally existed alongside the Father and is equally God.  
 
The Father willed to create but handed the task over to the Son, the Word. Jesus is 
spoken of in multiple places in the New Testament as the specific One through whom 
creation took place.   
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God has created a Kingdom, He has populated it and given a special mission to 
people. God the Son (the Word of God) was the One carrying out the creative actions. 
We have now seen how Jesus is much more special than just a baby born of a virgin. 
Jesus was God from all eternity, the One who Created all things, who set aside His 
glory to come to earth and be a human being to carry out the plan of salvation.  
 

What’s Wrong with… Everything?  
 
 
Have you ever wondered why everything seems like it can be so wrong? Why are 
people messed up and do messed up things to each other? Why do we hurt and have 
pains? Why do countries invade each other often for no cause except for the fact the 
stronger country wanted to be a bully? Why are governments corrupt? Why are people 
corrupt? Why do things and our bodies wear down instead of wearing up? 
 
How could someone like Adolf Hitler, or Joseph Stalin, be so evil? How can a mother 
choose to abandon her child and walk away at will? How could a dad beat his wife or 
child and feel ok with it? 
 
Why do we live in a world where cancer and other horrible problems exist? Why do 
people rape and murder?  
 
Questions like these are not unique to Christians. Any person regardless of religion has 
most likely wrestled with these types of questions. We all know our world is very sick 
and wicked. Why is it this way though? Could it not have been another way, a better 
way? 
 
The irony is the world was not originally this way and it was not meant to be this way. 
So then, why is it this way? Did God create His Kingdom to be this way? Did God 
make a mistake in how He set things up?  
 
No! Things were not supposed to be this way. Let’s explore the next phase in the story 
of the Bible: God’s Kingdom is Rebelled Against.  
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Rebellion in the Kingdom 
 
Another Beginning 
 
 
Genesis chapter three tells the story of another beginning. Remember the word 
Genesis means beginning, or origin. Genesis tells the stories of several beginnings. 
We’ve looked at the beginning of everything, creation (Genesis 1&2). Now, another 
beginning, but not a good one. Sin begins.  
 
 
The Chief Rebel 
 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 
 
Genesis 3:1 says, the serpent. 
 
The serpent of old enters the scene. We aren’t sure exactly when, but at some point in 
the past (before this point in Genesis 3), Satan waged a war in Heaven. He convinced 
roughly 1/3 of the angels to join him in this conflict. God and His angels won the battle 
(no surprise there). God cast out Satan and the angels that rebelled along with him to 
the earth where they would remain until God ultimately judges them in the pit (Hell).  
 
Most Bible commentators believe Revelation 12:1-12 is a vision John received about 
this war in Heaven by Satan. Let’s look at this passage.  
 
 
Revelation 12:1-12 

- Verse 9 is key to know the story of Satan and the demons.  

There is no doubt mystery about Satan and the demons, but the Bible gives us a few 
more clues to know enough.  
 
Satan’s name in Hebrew means Adversary. He is the main foe and adversary of God’s 
people. He seeks to thwart God’s people from following the ways of the Lord.  
 

Scripture also refers to Satan as “the devil” (Matt 4:1, 5; Lk 4:2, 3; Eph 6:11), 
“the serpent” (Gen 3:1; 2 Cor 11:3; Rev 20:2), “the great dragon” (Rev 12:9; cf 
Rev 20:2), “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2), “the god of this age” (2 
Cor 4:4), “the evil one” (Matt 13:19, 38; Jn 17:15; Eph 6:16), “the prince of 
demons” (Matt 9:34; 12:24; Mk 3:22; Lk 11:15), “the accuser” (Rev 12:10), and 
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“the tempter” (Matt 4:3; 1 Thess 3:5). Like the other angels and demons, Satan 
is an invisible being who is highly intelligent and very powerful.1 

 
We could have a few lessons just on Satan, but that is not our purpose here. Let’s say 
that what we need to know in general is that Satan is not to be trifled with. The Bible 
says he is cunning and crafty. He has his own forces to do his bidding. He has been 
allowed by God to temporarily deceive this world during this age. Satan is opposed to 
God and His people, especially the Church. Satan is said to be like a lion prowling 
around looking for someone to destroy (1 Peter 5:8). 
 
This is the one who first rebelled against God as the King over the Kingdom. Some 
Bible teachers believe Isaiah 14:12-21 could be referencing what Satan did when he 
rebelled in Heaven. The point is, Satan was an angel who became prideful and thought 
he could ascend the throne of God.  
 
 
The Scheme of the Chief Rebel 
 
Satan lost his war in heaven. What could he do now? He turned his attention to the 
chief of God’s created beings, humans.  
 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 
 
Satan tempts Eve, then Adam into rebellion against God.  
 
Satan knows if he can’t beat God, then he will do the next best thing, ruin God’s image 
on earth, humanity.  
 
Let’s look at how Satan tempted Eve 
 
Look back at Genesis 3:1-5 and make some observations of Satan’s tactics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Sam Emadi, “Satan,” in Lexham Survey of Theology, ed. Mark Ward et al. (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2018). 
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Some Observations: 
 
Satan’s main tactic was to tell half-truths. He also planted seeds of doubt in Eve’s 
mind about God’s Word. This led to Eve giving in and wondering if God was holding 
back on them.  
 
Satan also tempted them to do just what he did, seek to be like God.  
 
Has Satan’s tactics changed today?  
 
When we are tempted, it is ultimately a temptation to overthrow God and put ourselves 
on the throne. It is pride and selfishness. This is perhaps the ultimate cause of all sin 
and rebellion against God and His Kingdom.  
 
 
God’s Image Bearers Rebel 
 
Eve ultimately succumbs to the scheme of Satan and leads Adam to do the same. This 
led to what is called, sin. Sin began in Genesis chapter three.  
 
Let’s look at sin and its effects.  
 
Genesis 3:6-19 
 
 
Sin’s effects in Genesis 3:6-13. What observations do you make? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some observations: 
 
Their eyes were opened (what does this mean?) 

- They became aware of a new reality. Before this moment they did not know 
what it meant to sin and disobey God. They gained new knowledge but not a 
good kind of knowledge. This was a knowledge of how to do evil and disobey.  
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They were aware of nakedness (what’s this about?) 

- Their was no guilt or shame before this moment. Now their nakedness bothers 
them. This implies they feel embarrassment, guilt, and shame. 

 
They tried to cover their own sinfulness (Fig Leaves) 

- They attempt to remedy their bad situation on their own. 

 
They hid from God 

- They no longer feel good about being in God’s presence. This is no doubt 
because of their feelings of guilt and shame. They know what they did was 
wrong and are scared to be in God’s presence. Sin has caused a break in their 
once perfect relationship with the Lord.  

 
No personal responsibility taken 

- They blamed each other. Adam blamed God by reminding God it was He who 
gave Eve to Adam in the first place. Eve blamed the serpent for her error. Sin 
causes us to avoid responsibility for what we have done. We seek to blame 
others or things instead.  

 
 

Conclusion 
 
God’s Kingdom was perfect before Genesis chapter three. At some point Satan rebelled 
in Heaven. God cast him to this earth. Then, at some point after that Satan tempted 
Adam and Eve. His goal was to corrupt and ruin God’s image bearers.  
 
Theologians call this event, the Fall of Humanity. Humanity fell from their original 
perfect state. Satan was the chief rebel in God’s Kingdom and he caused God’s image 
bearers to follow him in rebellion.  
 
God’s Kingdom from this point on, has corruption and rebellion in it. We see in this 
story that temptation was a crafty process. Satan tempted Eve with pride and half-
truths. He ultimately caused her to doubt God’s Word and that God had their best 
interest in mind.  
 
The effects of sin are multi-faceted. Ultimately, sin causes people to this very day to be 
rebels against God, run from God, hide from God through sinful actions and false 
beliefs. Sin affects each person from the womb. In our next lesson we will explore the 
punishment and curses God pronounced on sin.  


