
 

 
  

Lesson 24- The Kingdom Promise Threatened 
FBC Webb City- Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, and Our 
place in God’s plan  
 



Introduc*on 
 
Jacob made it back to his father’s homeland. He has put Uncle Laban behind him, and 
his encounter with Esau was better than he could have hoped for. Esau was not 
seeking revenge after twenty years. He was excited to be reunited with his brother after 
twenty years.  
 
God had wrestled, literally, with Jacob. God showed Jacob that he must depend on 
God for his protection, not Jacob’s own cleverness and trickery. Jacob settled in 
Bethel living in the Promised Land under God’s provision.  
 
Isaac dies at the age of 180. Esau and Jacob burry him. Esau also moves away from 
Jacob because both of their possessions and flocks had become too large for that 
area to sustain. Esau settled in Seir which became known as Edom. Thus, Esau formed 
the people of Edom.  
 
We now shift to focus on Joseph. Why is his story important? Because the promise 
became threatened, both by a famine and by Jacob’s sons.  
 
Once again, we will see God’s providence work through circumstances to protect the 
promise made to Abraham. God’s Kingdom promise is threatened, but God sees to it 
that the promise remains.  
 

The Promise Threatened 
 
We are going to hit the highlights that move through the story. The whole story is found 
starting in Genesis chapter 37 running through chapter 50. 
 
The Stage is Set 
 
Joseph is loved most by Jacob and hated most by his brothers (37:1-4) 
 
There is favoritism shown by the father to Joseph.  
 
Why do you think Jacob favored Joseph? 
 
 
 
 
Here are some ways the stage is set for the brothers hating Joseph: 
 

Joseph brings bad report to Jacob about his brothers. 
 



Given a special cloak by Jacob 
 

Verse 4 says the brothers see Jacob loves Joseph the most.  
 
Joseph’s Dreams 
 
 
Joseph’s 1st dream is in verses 5-8. He sees sheaves. His sheaf rose up and the 
brothers’ sheaves gathered around and bowed down to his. 
 
This resulted in the brothers hating him even more. 
 
Joseph’s 2nd dream is in verses 9-11. The sun, moon, and 11 stars bowed down to 
him. Jacob rebuked him this time too. The brothers become even more jealous.  
 
What do you think the sun, moon, and 11 stars represented? 
 
 
 
Crime of Opportunity 
 
Joseph is sent to check on flock and brothers (verses 12-17). As he approaches the 
brothers, they see him and determine a plot against him (vv. 18-24). They want to kill 
him and claim an animal tore Joseph to pieces. Reuban wanted to spare Joseph and 
said they should just throw him in a pit and teach him a lesson.  
 
They rough Joseph up, throw him in the pit. While Reuban was way, the other brothers 
sell him to Midianite traders. They take Joseph and sell him in Egypt to Potiphar’s 
house. (verses 25-36). Potiphar is Pharoah’s captain of the guard.  
 
Do you see any irony at work yet? Or rather, God’s hand involved?  
 
 
Joseph in Egypt 
 
 
Joseph was blessed by God and put in charge of Potiphar’s house and possessions 
(39:1-6a). This is interesting because it does not say God rescued Joseph, it says God 
blessed Joseph in his slavery situation.  
 
 
Potiphar’s wife tries to commit adultery with Joseph (verses 6b-18). He refuses and 
runs away. She falsely accuses him of assaulting her. This leads to Joseph being 
thrown in jail.  



 
It says again that while in jail, God blessed Joseph (verses 19-23). This is interesting. 
God did not rescue Joseph, He blessed him in the bad situation, but did not take him 
out of it.  
 
While in the prison, Joseph encounters two important prisoners who served in 
Pharoah’s court: the cupbearer and the cook. They both have dreams and Joseph 
interprets them.  
 
The cupbearer would be restored in 3 days, but the baker would be killed. The dreams 
come true but the cupbearer forgets about Joseph’s situation.  
 
Pharoah has a dream that troubles him. None of his magicians and smart people can 
interpret it. Finally, the cupbearer remembers Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams and 
lets Pharoah know about him.  
 
Pharaoh tells the dreams to Joseph (verses 14-24). Seven fat cows out of the Nile river 
are followed by seven skinny cows. The seven skinny cows eat the fat ones. Then, 
seven good ears of stalk are eaten up by seven withered ears.  
 
Joseph interprets these as seven good years of harvest are coming to be followed by 
seven years of famine. (25-36). Joseph recommends Pharoah find a wise and 
discerning person to put in charge of collecting up enough grain for the seven bad 
years of famine.  
 
Pharoah decides Joseph is the man for the job (verses 37-45). Joseph is second to 
Pharoah in Egypt. 
 
Joseph stores up food during the seven years and has two sons: Manasseh and 
Ephraim. Manasseh means, “God has made me forget all my trouble and all my 
father’s household.” Ephraim means, “God has made me fruitful in the land of my 
affliction” 
 
Famine in the Land 
 
Seven years of famine begin and people from all over go to Egypt to get food to 
survive (verses 53-57). 
 
 
In Genesis 42:1-5 Jacob sends his sons, except for Benjamin, to Egypt to buy food for 
them to live.  
 
In 42:6-7, the brothers appear before Joseph and bow down to him. They did not 
recognize Joseph, but he recognized them.  
 



What is ironic about the brothers bowing down to Joseph? 
 
 
 
Joseph did not reveal his identity to them. He spoke harshly to them and accused 
them of being spies. They claim they are not spies but 12 brothers, one is dead, and 
one did not come with them.  
 
Joseph tests them and says they must bring back their youngest brother to prove their 
story. He put them in prison for three days. He keeps Simeon in prison as collateral of 
sorts to let the others go home and bring back Benjamin.  
 
Before they left, Joseph had servants secretly put their money for the food back in their 
bags. When they travel back with the food, the brothers discover their money (verses 
23-38). They claim it is God paying them back for the wrong done to Joseph. 
 
Do you think the brothers feel guilty about Joseph? 
 
 
Jacob hears their story and is angry and fearful. He mourns losing Simeon in jail. Jacob 
refuses to let Benjamin go with them for fear he be killed.  
 
Time passes and they need more food. Jacob commands them to go back but the 
brothers say they cannot show their faces in Egypt without Benjamin. Jacob reluctantly 
lets him go with them.  
 
Once they return to Joseph, he sees Benjamin and is overcome with joy and emotions 
(43:16-34). 
 
Joseph commands the brothers be taken to his home for a feast. They still do not 
know who Joseph is. 
 
Joseph gives them food, puts money back in sacks, and puts his cup in Benjamin’s 
sack (44:1-13). While on their journey back, Joseph and some guards overtake them 
and say they stole from him. Whoever the stolen cup is found with will be prisoner.  
 
The cup is found with Benjamin. The brothers plead with Joseph and Judah offers to 
trade his own life for Benjamin’s.  
 
Finally, Joseph is overtaken with emotions and he reveals who he is to them (45:1-15). 
 
 

Joseph’s Understanding of the Situa*on 
 



We need to pay attention to Genesis 45:5-8 
 
Who does Joseph say sent him down to Egypt? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph says it was God all along sending him before them to save them. 
 
Joseph’s understanding of the situation is profound. He is a victim of several bad 
situations, yet the whole time Joseph knows God would not let it happen to him if it 
was not part of a greater plan.  
 
 
Joseph says to go get Jacob and let all the family live in Goshen to survive the famine.  
 

Jacob Moves to Egypt 
 
Genesis 46 
 
Jacob agrees and begins the journey to Egypt. At Beersheb, he offers sacrifices to 
God. God speaks to him in a vision and affirms his decision to go to Egypt. God 
promises to make a great nation out of him in Egypt and will bring up that nation once 
again to the Promised Land.  
 
 
Before Jacob dies, he blesses Joseph’s two sons and makes predictions of the 
brothers before he dies (48:1-49:33). Jacob blesses Ephraim greater than Manasseh 
even though he is not 1st born. 
 
Jacob makes prophecies over his sons in Genesis 49. One to note is that Judah is said 
to be praised by his brothers. The other sons would bow down to him and the scepter 
will not depart from Judah (49:8-10) 
 
What do you think this prophecy means about Judah? 
 
 
 
 



Joseph’s Forgiveness of his Brothers  
 
Genesis 50:18-21 
 
The brothers fear Joseph’s wrath after Jacob dies, let’s look at what he did though.  
 
Joseph said they meant evil against him, but God meant good through that evil. Why? 
So that many people could be saved.  
 
Joseph ends with they should not be afraid anymore. He comforted them.  
 
 

Conclusion 
 
This is one of the best example stories of God’s providence. God is all throughout this 
story.  
 
How do you think God is involved in this story? 
 
 
 
 
 
God used these bad situations in Joseph’s life, to accomplish a great good in the end. 
Joseph could see this, and it was because of this he could forgive his brothers.  
 
God did the same with Jesus Christ. He used the Roman and Jewish systems of the 
day and put Jesus in circumstances that led Him to the cross. Yet, this was God’s will. 
That terrible act against Jesus, God used to save many people, for all eternity.  
 
Sometimes God lets us go through darkness to accomplish greater light in the end.  
 
The promise was threatened by a famine, but God used these sinful actions by the 
brothers to get Joseph right where he needed to be and keep the promise alive.  


