
 

 
  

Lesson 21- The Children of Jacob & God’s Kingdom Plan 
FBC Webb City-Dustin Burdin 

THE KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, and Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduc)on 
 
We left off our last lesson with Jacob traveling to his uncle Laban. He is on the run from 
Esau, who wants to kill him for stealing the first-born blessing. He is also sent away by 
Isaac with the hopes he will marry a woman from their homeland and not a Canaanite 
woman, like Esau did more than once.  
 
Jacob had a dream from God. God confirmed to Jacob the promise of Abraham and 
Isaac is formally transferred to him. God promised the same things to Jacob that He 
swore to Abraham. In this dream, Jacob saw a ladder connecting Heaven and Earth. 
Angels were going up and down this ladder. We looked in the Gospel of John and saw 
a quick instance where Jesus referred to Himself as the ladder connecting Heaven and 
earth. Jesus said there would be angels descending and ascending on the Son of Man 
(Jesus).  
 
Jesus claimed He was ‘Jacob’s Ladder’ in a sense. Jesus was letting people know that 
He is the connection between sinful people on earth and holy God in Heaven. Jesus is 
the way for someone to ‘ascend’ to Heaven so to speak. Also, Jesus is the one through 
whom God would operate and work on earth. This is a type of explanation for the 
angels ascending an descending portion.  
 
We discussed the response Jacob gave to God. It was honestly a response from 
immaturity. Jacob essentially told God that only if God passed a test for Jacob would 
Jacob in turn worship God alone. Jacob told God that if He brought him back safely to 
his father’s house and bless him, then Jacob would commit to worshipping and 
following the one true God alone.  
 
God will honor this request; however, it is my conviction that Jacob’s response was not 
a model one. Jacob’s faith is young and immature. Or, one could say he has no faith at 
all yet. He is not to the level of Abraham by any means.  
 
As we look at the rest of his journey with God, I’d like us to notice how God is with 
Jacob, despite his immature faith. God lets situations come into Jacob’s life that are 
not good. These situations though have a double purpose. On the one hand, God will 
use them to humble Jacob and develop him spiritually into the man he needs to be. On 
the other hand, God uses these events to begin forming the tribes of Israel that will 
populate the nation to come.  
 
This the mystery of how God works. He can work through bad circumstances, use 
them to carry out His good purposes. He will do this with Jacob and his offspring.  
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Jacob Deceived by Uncle Laban 
 
Genesis 29 
 
In an ironic twist, Jacob deceived his father at the request of his mother; now he will be 
deceived by his uncle, his mother’s brother.  
 
Genesis 29:1-14 
 
Jacob meets Rachel, daughter of Laban, in a similar encounter how the servant of 
Abraham met Rebekah. Rachel is a shepherdess. Jacob showed her kindness by 
letting her flock get watered early. What most likely happened is the shepherds made 
Rachel wait until very last since she was a woman.  
 
Jacob explains who he is, and Rachel runs home with excitement, leaving Jacob at the 
well. Laban runs back and greets Jacob, and he lives with his uncle Laban.  
 
 
 
Genesis 29:15-20 
 
Laban makes a deal with Jacob. He asks Jacob to state his wages he wants for 
working Laban’s flocks. Jacob requests to marry Rachel. Rachel is the younger 
daughter of two. 
 
The description we are given is that Rachel was beautiful in form and appearance. It 
says that Leah, Rachel’s sister, was weak in her eyes. This is a tricky Hebrew phrase to 
translate out. It can also be translated that Leah’s eyes were soft. This was most likely 
a figure of speech that she was plain faced. She was not very beautiful. Or at least it is 
saying when compared to her younger sister, she was not as beautiful.  
 
The Bible wants us to see the differences in the two sisters. One is more beautiful than 
the other. The younger, Rachel, is the more beautiful and loved by Jacob. Leah, the 
older, is overlooked.  
 
What is ironic about this between the two sisters given what we have already seen in 
the Bible from Isaac and Jacob’s story? 
 
 
 
 
Here you have another instance of a younger sibling is favored in some way over the 
older. You have one sibling looked down upon compared to the other.  
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Jacob agrees to work for seven years for Laban and in exchange he wants to marry 
Rachel. Laban agrees.  
 
Jacob tricked by Laban 
 
Genesis 29:21-30 
 
Seven years pass and the time came for Jacob to marry Rachel. Laban held the 
wedding feast and ceremony. This was most likely a weeklong process. The final day 
of the wedding celebration, Jacob would take his bride into their marriage tent to 
physically consummate their marriage. It was a tradition that ended in a honeymoon of 
sorts.  
 
The setting would have been evening, dark time. His bride would most likely also had 
been wearing the wedding veil over her face. This helps us see how Jacob could have 
been tricked the way he was.  
 
Laban takes Leah, not Rachel (vs. 22), into Jacob’s wedding tent. Jacob sleeps with 
Leah and does not realize until the morning what has happened.  
 
When Jacob confronts Laban about it, he responds by hiding behind a local custom. 
Laban says it is not proper that the younger sister be married off before the older. 
Laban agreed to go ahead and let him have Rachel as a wife if he agreed to stay 
another seven years and work.  
 
On that wedding event, Jacob ended up marrying both sisters. Jacob worked seven 
years up to then and had to serve another seven.  
 
Why do you think Laban tricked Jacob in this way? 
 
 
 
 
 
Laban was the trickster this time. Jacob was tricked into serving a total of fourteen 
years for Laban. Laban was a shrewd man who knew what he was doing. Jacob must 
have been a great worker on his ranch. God was blessing Jacob’s efforts and Laban 
was reaping the rewards. Laban wanted to keep Jacob on the hook for another seven 
years of service.  
 
 
Genesis 29:30 needs noted.  
 
Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah.  
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This will set the stage for how God will see to it Jacob has many kids to begin 
populating the nation of Israel.  
 
 
Why do you think God permitted Jacob to be treated this way by Laban? 
 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes God will let us reap what we sow. Jacob deceived his father by claiming to 
be the older sibling. Jacob in turn is deceived by his uncle using the older sibling. 
Through this though, God still blesses Jacob. God will use this bad situation to bring 
about good. 

Jacob’s Children 
 
Genesis 29:31- 30:24 
 
God uses the tension between Jacob’s two wives (who were also sisters) to bring 
about the starting of the twelve tribes of Israel. God has chosen that through Jacob He 
would form the clans of Israel. Abraham had one promised son, Isaac also had one 
promised son, however Jacob will not have one son specifically the promise will pass 
on to. Jacob’s sons will populate the people of Israel.  
 
Leah is Unloved 
 
Genesis 29:31-35 
 
In verse 31 we see a sad situation for Leah. The New American Standard Bible, the 
KJV and the New KJV say Leah was unloved. The Hebrew word can literally be 
translated as hated. This is the same word used in Malachi when God said Jacob He 
loved but Esau He hated.  
 
Translators sometimes use the word unloved because they believe it best fits the 
context of this passage. Jacob loved Rachel but did not love Leah. It is worth pointing 
out though that other Bibles, such as the English Standard Version go ahead and use 
the word hate.  
 
The word in Hebrew can mean hatred or give the idea of you despise someone.  
 
Let’s think about this from Jacob’s perspective. He was tricked into marrying Leah. He 
never wanted to marry her to begin with. Per the custom of the day, he is sort of stuck 
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with a wife he never wanted. That sounds harsh but it is the reality of the situation. 
Leah is sort of the price he had to pay to marry the woman he was truly in love with. 
Jacob must in a sense despise Leah since he is simply stuck with her. If he loves her at 
all, the Bible makes the point that his love for Leah is nothing compared to how much 
he loves Rachel. 
 
Now let’s think about this from Leah’s perspective. Her father sold her off as a piece of 
property basically. Instead of Leah finding the man of her dreams, she was used as a 
bargaining chip to lock Jacob into another seven years of indentured service to Laban. 
Both Jacob and Leah are in a bad way. Let’s assume Leah truly likes Jacob and came 
to love him even. However, she has a husband who makes it known to her his first 
choice in a woman was her younger sister Rachel. 
 
Not only this, but the Bible also points out Leah’s younger sister is prettier than her. 
Imagine the shame and discouragement Leah must feel. Used by her father for a 
business deal and given to a man who would never have chosen her and is now in 
competition so to speak for her husband’s love. Her opponent is her younger prettier 
sister.  
 
God does not let Leah remain a victim though. God sees her bad situation and blesses 
her. Genesis 29:31 says God opened Leah’s womb and made her very fruitful. Rachel 
was barren.  
 
God has just balanced the scales. Rachel was Jacob’s first choice, and she is the 
prettier one. However, women were highly valued in their culture for their ability to give 
a man many children, especially sons. Leah may not be wife number one and she may 
not have the looks, yet she is the one who can give Jacob the sons he wishes he could 
have.  
 
Leah’s Children 
 
Leah gives birth to the firstborn, Reuban. She named him this way because she said, 
“The Lord has seen my affliction; surely now my husband will love me.”  
 
She named her second son Simeon saying, “The Lord has heard that I am unloved 
(hated).” 
 
She gave birth to a third son and named him Levi saying, “this time my husband will be 
attached to me because I have given him three sons.” 
 
She gave birth to a fourth son and named him Judah saying, “This time I will praise the 
Lord.” At this point, Leah stopped getting pregnant.  
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Rachel’s Surrogate Children 
 
Genesis 30:1 
 
Rachel becomes jealous of her older sister. She has given Jacob four sons and Rachel 
has had no children yet. It is interesting she goes to Jacob and demands he give her 
children or else her life is over. Jacob even acknowledges he is not God and has no 
power over this.  
 
Rachel’s plan is that her hand maid, Bilhah, be given to Jacob as a wife and that he 
could have children through her for Rachel. Rachel wants to use Bilhah as a surrogate 
mother of sorts.  
 
Where have we seen this idea before? 
 
 
 
 
Bilhah gives birth to Dan. Rachel though names him and claims, “God has vindicated 
me.” Bilhah gave birth to a second son named Naphtali. Notice Gen. 30:8, Rachel says, 
“With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and I have indeed prevailed.”  
 
This proves our point that while we find this type of behavior odd, for their culture it 
was quite common to have children in a sense through one of your servants. Rachel is 
speaking about these two boys as if they are literally her own. She even claims through 
Bilhah she has defeated her sister. Ironic because just by the numbers, she is still short 
two sons to match Leah. 
 
Leah’s Surrogate Children 
 
Genesis 30:9-13 
 
Leah realizes she stopped having children and sees Rachel is catching up and using 
her handmaid. Leah decides two can play that game. She gives her handmaid Zilpah to 
Jacob as a wife. Zilpah gives birth to Gad and Asher.  
 
Leah & Rachel’s Bargain 
 
Genesis 30:14-24 
 
Leah’s son finds mandrakes and Rachel asks if she can have some. Leah becomes 
offended Rachel has the love of Jacob and would also dare ask for her son’s 
mandrakes. Rachel essentially barters with Leah saying she will let Leah have time with 
Jacob in exchange for the mandrakes.  
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Leah becomes pregnant three more times. She gives birth to Issachar and Zebulun. 
She also gives birth to a daughter named Dinah.  
 
Genesis 30:22 says God remembered Rachel and opened her womb. She gave birth to 
her own son Joseph. 
 
 
This chart shows the children Jacob had among the four women.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Leah had: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah 
 
Bilhah had: Dan and Naphtali 
 
Zilpah had: Gad and Asher 
 
Rachel had: Joseph and Benjamin 
 
The twelve sons become the twelve tribes of Israel that God forms the nation of Israel 
out of.  
 

God’s Kingdom Plan Forming 
 
Remember our lessons are about helping us understand the Bible’s big story, the 
Kingdom of God. God is fulfilling Genesis 3:15. Now the plan is taking on more 
fulfillment. We see God starting to form the nation of Israel, the people of Abraham 
through the sons of Jacob. Through this nation from Jacob, God will send the Messiah. 
Through the Messiah God will provide eternal redemption, a sacrifice, for people.  
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These twelve sons of Jacob will be the next link in the chain of God bringing about His 
kingdom plans to bless all people of the earth. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Once again, I hope we see how God uses bad circumstances to bring people through 
a process of development. God lets Jacob get a taste of his own medicine from his 
uncle Laban, yet God uses this to begin populating the people of Israel as a nation.  
 
There was jealousy among Leah and Rachel, yet God used this to spur them to have a 
race of sorts to see how many sons they could give Jacob. This led to them giving their 
handmaids as surrogate mothers. This race for kids lead to the twelve sons of Jacob 
that God makes the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Jacob is a man of immaturity who wronged his brother and father with deception. Now 
he has become a victim of deception by his own family. God used this marital 
arrangement to humble Jacob and give him many children.  
 
God shows Jacob that He is with Jacob and will bless him despite his immaturity and 
bad circumstances. God is bringing Jacob to a place of humility and faith through this.  
 
Also, notice how God does not let people go unnoticed. Leah was unloved (hated) by 
her husband who never wanted her. Yet God gave her many children who loved her 
and Leah is spoken of still to this day as a mother of the tribes of Israel. What a 
blessing God gave this unloved woman.  
 
Rachel was blessed, the two servants were blessed, and again we see God shows 
blessings to those who were not originally valued.  
 
God accomplishes His will through human circumstances no matter what. He may 
accomplish His will in mysterious ways. God may put us through odd or even bad 
circumstances that we do not understand. It may take years before we can look back 
and see how God was truly blessing us through that bad circumstance. 
 
God often uses adversity to strengthen the faith of His people. It may take a very 
humbling circumstance to chip away at arrogance we didn’t know we had. It may take 
adversity for us to learn to depend on God in a way we never would have if we never 
went through the adversity.  
 
This is what God does with Jacob and He does the same still today.  
 
 


