
 

 
  

Lesson 2: God Creates the Kingdom 
FBC Webb City – Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
part in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
In our first lesson we explored the big picture theme of the Bible, The Kingdom of God. 
The Bible is a very big book, sixty-six books in one big book. For over hundreds of 
years, perhaps over 1,000 years, there has been debate throughout Christianity over 
does the Bible have one major thread that combines all sixty-six books together? What 
can we say the Bible is all about? If we had to give a sentence or two in order to 
explain the story of the Bible as a whole, what would we say? This is what has been 
debated.  
 
What unites the sixty-six books of the Bible into one big story? Is it Jesus Christ? 
Could it be the covenants?  
 
My conviction is we need to go a little bigger in our thinking beyond even Jesus Christ 
to see what the Bible is telling us as one big story. Jesus Christ is the main Person in 
the story that is for sure. He is the most significant. However, the main theme of the 
whole Bible I believe is the Kingdom of God.  
 
Last lesson we set up this theme and I attempted to show how the Bible from Old 
Testament and New Testament is about the Kingdom of God. If you were to sum up 
the whole Bible, you could go with something like this:  
 

The Bible is a story about the Kingdom of God told through sixty-six different 
books. The Bible tells us God created a Kingdom and His authority was rebelled 
against. God determined to remove the rebellion from His Kingdom and invite 
people to join in His Kingdom. God declared His Son, Jesus the Messiah, would 
be the heir to the throne of His Kingdom. Jesus laid down His own life in the 
place of mankind to save people from their sin so they could be co-heirs in 
God’s Kingdom for all eternity.  

 
When we see the Bible like this, we can better get a grasp on these sixty-six books. 
Each book has its own place in telling this story of God’s Kingdom. We can appreciate 
more of what Jesus came to do for us when we see Him as more than a Savior, but 
also as a King who will reign on the throne of the Kingdom forever. We can better 
understand our place in God’s plan for the Kingdom.  
 
We will explore the Bible through these major sections that tell the story of God’s 
Kingdom.  
 

 God creates the Kingdom (Genesis 1-2)  

Rebellion in the Kingdom (Genesis 3)  
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God Promises Restoration of the Kingdom (Genesis 3:15- rest of Old Testament)  

The Law gives hope for the Kingdom 
The Prophets proclaim the future glory of the Kingdom to come  

God Secures the Kingdom (Gospels) Through Jesus  

God Proclaims the Kingdom (Gospels & Acts) 
 
God Explains Life in the Kingdom (New Testament Letters)  
 
God Consummates the Eternal Kingdom (Revelation)  

 
With this in mind we, will start in this lesson to explore the first section, God Creates 
the Kingdom and what role Jesus Christ played in this.  
 

God Created Everything 
 
How a book begins and how it ends can tell you a lot about the rest of the story. The 
end of a book can be read before you read the whole story. As you read the story you 
know where the story must be headed, because you already know how it ends. You 
can read the beginning of a story and before you know the rest of it, you wonder where 
the story is going.  
 
When someone authors a book, how they start and how they end are critical. They 
know what story they want to tell, but they will take great care to figure out the exact 
words they want for the first sentence and the very last sentence. The Bible is no 
different. How it ends in the book of Revelation is very crucial. Likewise, the very first 
verse in Genesis is very crucial.  
 
The book of Genesis is the first book in the Bible. The word genesis means beginning. 
When someone says, “the Genesis of…” They mean, the beginning of… we could also 
use the word origin. The book of Genesis is thought to be penned by Moses. Jewish 
tradition taught Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These five books are called the Torah in the 
Hebrew Bible. Often it is called, The Law. It is also called the Pentateuch (the Five 
Books). 
 
The Book of Genesis has many beginnings or origin stories. It explains the beginning of 
everything, the beginning of sin, the beginning of salvation, the beginning of God’s plan 
to form a nation to be called Israel, and much more. For our purposes, we should think 
of Genesis as explaining the beginning of God’s Kingdom.  
 



 3 

God’s Kingdom we could say had no beginning. God has always reigned over 
everything from all eternity. What I mean by beginning of God’s Kingdom is God 
decided to establish a Kingdom that He would rule over. Genesis explains how God 
established His Kingdom and revealed Himself to mankind.  
 
Let’s start here, how did God establish His Kingdom? What did Jesus have to do with 
it? What is humanity’s place in the Kingdom? 
 
 
In the Beginning… There was God 
 
I said earlier it is important how an author decides to write the very first sentence of 
their book. Let’s look at the first verse in the whole Bible, Genesis 1:1 

 
 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1, ESV). 
 
 
We can ponder these words and learn more than is on the surface of just the words.  
 
 
“In the Beginning” 
 
What is it referring to by ‘the beginning?’ 
 

- The beginning of everything, when all of life and existence began to be. 
 
 
 
“God” 
 
What does this mean about God that He is at the beginning?  
 

- God was already present at the beginning 
 
 
 
 
Notice what this verse does not say. It does NOT say, “In the beginning of God…” 
 
If the word of was in this verse instead of a comma, we would have an entirely different 
religion. The Bible’s teachings about God as a Being would all need rewritten. Genesis 
1:1 teaches us that when everything began to exist, God was already there. God has 
no beginning to His existence. All things come from God, God comes from no thing.  
 



 4 

Genesis tells the stories of the beginnings of different things, but it does not do this 
with God. Genesis assumes God has always existed since before time itself began.  
 
 
What can we assume must be true about God’s nature if He has always existed before 
anything else existed?  
 

- God is eternal. He has no beginning and no end. 
- God is outside of time itself 
- God is unlike any other king on earth… He has no end to His reign. No one gave 

God the throne. God rules because He is the highest Being.  
 
The word God in Hebrew in this instance of Genesis 1:1 is ʾĕlōhîm. Usually pronounced, 
El-Oh-Heem. It means, the strong one, or mighty one. What is interesting about this 
word is it is in a plural form but used grammatically in singular form. That sounds 
confusing, and it is. But it essentially means God is singular (one God), but yet He is 
also referred to in a plural (more than one) concept. This could be our first hint of the 
Trinity in the Bible (1 God, but made up of 3 Persons) 
 
 
The next phrase is, “created the heavens and the earth.”  
 
The word created is also interesting. This is a Hebrew word that is only ever used with 
God as its subject. This tells us this type of creation spoken about in Genesis 1:1 is 
something only God does. No other being as this type of creation ability.  
 
It can mean, to cut out; to carve out; to create (as if from nothing); to form and fashion.  
 
Everything exists because God created it by His own power. This also implies God did 
not use any materials to create with that was already in existence. God brought all 
things into existence by His own power and authority.  
 
What kind of power can we say God must have since He has this kind of creative 
power? 
 

- God has all power their ever could be 
 
 
 
Not just power, what about God’s wisdom and knowledge? 
 

- For God to be able to create in this way, He must also have all the knowledge 
there every could be 
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What kind of a King and Ruler is God based on what we have learned? 
- All powerful; all wise; eternal; has no end to His reign. 

 
God created the Heavens and the Earth 
 
The rest of Genesis chapter 1 and most of chapter 2 explains how God created. In 
short we can say, God created everything: planets, galaxies, the major categories of 
animals, sea creatures, chemistry, vegetation, humans, and on it can go. 
 
God created His Kingdom for us to live in it and be in a relationship with our King.  
 
God began to fill out His original creation with more details as we read in Genesis 1:2 
and the rest of chapter 1.  
 
We could have another lesson on just the days of creation, that would be very helpful, 
but for this lesson and the purposes of our study I am going to summarize the days of 
creation and get to God’s creation of humanity.  
 
Notice in Genesis chapter 1 how it says God created. “God said… let there be… and 
there was…” God created by His Word. God spoke, and it happened. 
 
God established and created His kingdom in six days. God ended His creation acts 
with people and rested on the seventh day.   
 
Let’s fast forward to humanity.  
 
 

God Creates His Kingdom Stewards 
 
Humanity has a very special place in God’s Kingdom. We were created by God in a 
special way different from the rest of God’s created beings. We were also given a 
special mission.  
 
 
People are Special Creatures 
 
Genesis 1:26, 27 
 
 
God decided to make man in His image and likeness.  
 
What do you think it means that man was made in God’s image and likeness?  
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(Side Note: Genesis 1:26 says, “Let Us make man in Our Image… Our likeness.” The 
plural words us and our give us another clue that something interesting is going on 
about God’s nature. He is one God, yet He is referred to in plural terms. This can be 
another clue for the Trinity). 
 
Did you know humans are the only creature God made that He made in His own 
image?  
 
People are very special because God made us to be special. We are in the image of 
God. Dogs, cats, and other animals are not in God’s image.  
 
God gave us special abilities because we have a special mission. Humans have a soul; 
other creatures are not spoken about as having a soul in the Bible. Humans can know 
God personally; other creatures cannot know God in the same way we people do. 
Humans are the creatures Jesus came to die for, not other creatures.  
 
God made us in His image so we could know Him personally, worship Him, and be in a 
special unique relationship with God as our Creator and we His people.  
 
 
Genesis 1:27 
 
Notice it says God made humans male and female.  
 
God designed humanity to be two genders, male and female. We live in a time where 
this needs to be stated clearly. We have much confusion in our society that says a 
male can become a female, a female can become a male. We live in a time where 
society says a man can marry a man, a woman can marry a woman. We live in a time 
where people can create a new gender and say they are no gender even.  
 
God is very clear in His Word. He created humanity from the beginning as male and 
female. We will see later on, but only these two genders can come together and carry 
out God’s mandate on humanity… to multiply and fill the earth.  
 
Our society says we are the authority over ourselves and we get to decide for 
ourselves what even our gender can be. Genesis 1 teaches us that God established 
His own Kingdom and He established it His way by His own authority. God created 
people. This means God has the authority over us. We must live how God says we are 
to live.  
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People Have a Special Mission 
 
Genesis 1:26 
 
 
What does God say the mission of mankind is? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Humans are to be God’s stewards over His creation. We are to manage God’s creation 
on His behalf. We are to be the highest creature on this planet that oversees all other 
creatures. However, we are not in charge for our own sakes. We are in charge on 
behalf of God. We are to tend to God’s creation on His behalf and for His glory.  
 
Our mission is to steward God’s Kingdom, to know God personally and worship Him.  
 
 
Genesis 1:28 
 
What other mandate do people have from God? 
 
 
 
 
Mankind is to fill the earth with more people. God wanted Adam and Eve to have 
babies. God wanted them to multiply and have more people take part in God’s 
Kingdom.  
 
This answers the purpose of life for a human. To know God, to live for God, and bring 
glory to God in all we do.  
 
God has created His Kingdom and He has placed people as special creatures in His 
Kingdom to steward it on His behalf.  
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Conclusion 
 
God has created and established His Kingdom. He used the power of His word to 
speak things into existence. God showed He is the supreme ruler over all. All things 
come from Him and are for Him.  
 
God created humans to be His special unique image bearers. Humans have special 
privileges bestowed on them by God and therefore have been given a special 
mandate. Humans are to be God’s stewards over creation.  
 
This is how the story of the Bible begins, God creates His Kingdom and as placed 
humans as the chief of all creatures to manage His creation on His behalf. Humans are 
in a state of perfection at this point in the Bible with open fellowship with God, free of 
sin.  


