
 

 
  

Lesson 16- God’s Kingdom Promise to Isaac 
FBC Webb City- Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
We have followed Abraham’s journey for quite a few lessons. The book of Genesis 
spends chapter twelve through the first part of chapter twenty-five cataloging his 
journey by faith in the Lord. Isaac has approximately five chapters covering his journey. 
Jacob has roughly fifteen chapters cataloguing the events in his life. Joseph, one of 
Jacob’s sons, receives a lengthy treatment as well. He has around fourteen chapters 
covering his life.  
 
The point for us to see is Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and even Joseph are foundational to 
the Bible. What happens in the book of Genesis sets the stage for the rest of the 
Bible’s unfolding story.  
 
Out of these men, Abraham is arguable used more significantly than the others. The 
New Testament often cites Abraham for his model faith, and he is used in other 
contexts. Jacob would be a close second to Abraham as far as how frequently he is 
mentioned in the rest of Scripture.  
 
We spent several lessons only exploring Abraham, while we will not do this for the 
others, I felt we needed to deep dive into Abraham’s journey since he is critical to 
God’s plan for the Kingdom.  
 
God could have brought about the Kingdom in other ways that He saw fit, but He 
chose Abraham to be the one through whom God would form a nation set apart for His 
service. From this nation God will send the Messiah, Jesus. Abraham is a critical 
character in the Bible’s story and God’s plan for the Kingdom.  
 
 
The Bible as One Story: The Kingdom of God 
 
Remember the point of this study is for us to see how the Bible fits together as one big 
story. It is not a collection of sixty-six random books telling a random story. God 
authored the Bible through His chosen human authors, and the Holy Spirit supervised 
this process. This means God is not random, He had a big-picture agenda He wanted 
to communicate in the Bible.  
 
It is fascinating to read the Bible cover to cover, and one must at some level see how 
each book of the Bible is related to the others. There is a grand storyline throughout it. 
My perspective I am teaching in these lessons is that the major theme uniting all of the 
Bible together as one story is the Kingdom of God.  
 
This is where we started with lesson one and I want us to be reminded of this, so we 
don’t get lost in the trees and forget about the forest. We have been examining a very 
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important tree, Abraham, but he is one tree in the larger forest of the Bible (God’s 
Kingdom story).  
 
God created the Kingdom (Creation in Genesis 1-2). God created Image bearers to 
manage the Kingdom (Adam and Eve). These image bearers, citizens in the Kingdom, 
rebelled against the King (God). God could have wiped out the rebels, but He chose to 
show mercy and offer a way of salvation to them. Genesis 3:15 is the key verse that I 
believe the rest of the Bible’s story is fulfilling. God (the King over the Kingdom) 
provided salvation to the rebels but there are consequences in the Kingdom on earth. 
Sin is a reality now.  
 
God promised salvation in Genesis 3:15 saying He would send an offspring of Eve who 
would crush the power of the serpent (Satan); even though Satan would bruise his 
heel. Jesus is the One who came and fulfilled Genesis 3:15 on the cross and with His 
resurrection. Satan bruised Jesus with the crucifixion, but Jesus overthrew any power 
he had by His resurrection from the dead.  
 
We are not to those details yet; they are in the New Testament. Where we are right now 
is God is unfolding His plan to fulfill Genesis 3:15. He has chosen Abram, who became 
Abraham, to be the father of a nation and the spiritual father of people of faith in God. 
God invites people to enter His spiritual Kingdom through this man Abraham and his 
coming family/nation of people. This nation is to be a physical sign on earth of God’s 
reign over all and His kingship over His people. We are not here yet, but I’m giving us a 
glimpse of where this is going.  
 
What God is doing with Abraham, Isaac, and then Jacob is creating a people, a nation, 
that will be a type of mini kingdom of God on earth. Through this nation (kingdom), God 
will draw other nations to Himself. God will allow this nation to become slaves in Egypt. 
God will use that event to rescue them out of slavery and make them a people set 
apart for Him.  
 
This is all setting the stage for the Messiah to come and bring eternal salvation to 
citizens in the Kingdom. Then, Jesus will reign as King over the Father’s Kingdom 
when He brings it about on earth and overthrows all sin and evil, even Satan and his 
demons. Then the New Heaven and New Earth will come about where the redeemed 
citizens of the Kingdom enjoy God’s presence forever.  
 
We can have a big picture view of where these stories we explore are going, and how 
they fit into the larger theme of God’s Kingdom with this review in mind.   
 
Let’s move on and look at the brief story of Isaac.  
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A Wife for Isaac 
 
Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac. Isaac was the only true son of the promise. 
He was the promised son to come from Abraham and Sarah. God told Abraham the 
promise that he would be a blessing to all nations would pass next to Isaac. What we 
see in Isaac’s journey is many of the mistakes of Abraham repeated when he was 
young in his faith, but we see God confirm the promise to Isaac despite his 
weaknesses.  
 
Sarah dies at the age of 127 (Genesis 23:1). Abraham buries her in the land of the 
Hittites. We are not told how much time, but a length of time passes, and Abraham 
decides Isaac needs a wife.  
 
Genesis 24:1-9 
 
Abraham is very old at this point. God had been with Abraham for many years and it 
says blessed him in all things. He charges his chief servant with a very important 
mission. He is to find a wife for Isaac with the stipulation she must be from Abraham’s 
original homeland and not a woman from the Canaanites.  
 
Abraham and the servant swear an oath about this matter. Abraham says only if a 
woman is unwilling to return with him to be married to Isaac would the servant be free 
from his oath. It is possible Abraham knew the servant stood a good chance of finding 
a bride for Isaac from his family when we read Genesis 22:20-24. 
 
Why did Abraham not want his son to be married from a woman of the Canaanites? 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 24:10-21 
 
Abraham expressed his faith in God to send an angel ahead of the servant and prepare 
the way for him to find the right woman. The servant travels along and prays to God 
that he could see a sign to know the right woman. He goes out to the well in the 
evening when it says the daughters come out to draw water.  
 
He asks God for a sign to be that when he asks for water the woman not only gives 
him water but offers to water his camels as well.  
 
Why do you think he asked for this specific sign? 
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Rebekah comes out and she passes the test for the servant. She offers to water him 
and his camels. She isn’t random either. It says in Genesis 24:15 she is the daughter of 
Bethuel, the son of Milcah. Milcah was married to Nahor. Nahor was Abraham’s 
brother. This means Rebekah was from Abraham’s homeland and his family. She was 
Abraham’s Great Niece.  
 
I’m going to skip over reading verse-by-verse so we can get to more of Isaac’s journey. 
Rebekah hears the servant’s story about how Abraham sent him on this journey. He 
shared with her the prayer and how Rebekah had fulfilled his prayer to find a bride for 
Isaac. He gave her jewelry as a gift and upon the news Rebekah runs home and tells 
her family.  
 
Genesis 24:29-31 is interesting. Rebekah had a brother named Laban. Verse 30 says 
when he noticed the expensive jewelry the man gave Rebekah, he decided it was time 
for him to go meet the man himself and roll out the red carpet. This foreshadows the 
greed of Laban that will be a problem between him and Jacob in a future story.  
 
The servant refuses to eat until he can explain his mission. Upon hearing this, the 
family agrees to let Rebekah go if she chooses to. She agrees, and she agrees to leave 
with him immediately. The servant blesses her brother Laban and her mother with more 
costly jewelry.  
 
Genesis 24:61-67 
 
Rebekah and her young maids travel back to where Abraham and Isaac were living. 
Isaac meets Rebekah for the first time and hears the servant’s story. He marries 
Rebekah in the tent of Sarah his mother. The end of the chapter says after he married 
Rebekah he was comforted from his grief over the death of his mother. Isaac was forty 
years old when he married Rebekah (Gen. 25:20). 
 
 

Abraham’s Journey Ends on Earth 
 
Genesis 25:1-17  
 
Abraham had other sons, but he gave all that he had to Isaac (verse 5). He sent them 
away to the eastern parts of the country to signify that Isaac alone was to inherit the 
land of Promise.  
 
Abraham lived to be 175 years old, then he died. Isaac and Ishmael come together and 
bury their father in the same field Abraham purchased to bury Sarah, among the 
Hittites (verses 7-11). 
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Two Nations from Isaac 
 
Genesis 25:19-28 
 
We are told Rebekah was barren and Isaac went to the Lord in prayer over her. 
Perhaps Isaac was afraid he would have to wait until he was 100 for the birth of his first 
son like Abraham had to. The Lord granted Isaac’s prayer and Rebekah conceived.  
 
Her pregnancy became physically hard for her. She could tell she was having twins 
and they were in a sense struggling with each other in the womb. Genesis 25:22 says 
they ‘struggled together within her.” The Hebrew word behind struggled can mean to 
oppress, mistreat, beat up, crush, and fight. This means the two babies were in a 
sense fighting each other in Rebekah’s womb.  
 
Rebekah is confused and concerned. She must have thought if God opened up her 
womb to conceive, why is her pregnancy so hard? It’s as if God let her get pregnant 
only to torture her during pregnancy. She prayed to the Lord about this.  
 
God’s response is significant. He tells her the two babies represent two nations. Their 
fighting in the womb is foreshadowing conflict and struggle between both the two 
brothers throughout their lives and the two nations they will form.  
 
God says one brother, and nation, shall be stronger than the other one. Even more 
shockingly, God says the older brother will serve the younger.  
 
What is shocking about God’s declaration that the older brother will serve the 
younger? 
 
 
 
Rebekah gives birth when it is time, and the manner of birth is also fascinating and 
foreshadowing of events. The first-born came out red and hairy, so he was named 
Esau. Esau can mean hairy or rough. The second-born son came out holding on to the 
heel of Esau. He was given the name Jacob because that Hebrew word can mean 
supplanter, one who grabs by the heel, and trickster. Once again foreshadowing 
events to come in their lives.  
 
Isaac was sixty years old when the boys were born. He at least did not have to wait 
until 100. Esau becomes a skillful hunter, a man of the field it says. Jacob was more 
reserved, stayed at home. This led to Isaac favoring Esau and Rebekah favoring Jacob. 
These details are leading us to see problems are forming in this family between the two 
brothers.  
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I’d like to make a point here that we should not accuse the parents of loving one child 
and hating the other one. Hebrew language often uses words of love and even hate to 
convey a different idea of love and hate than what we might think. Often if the Bible 
says this person was loved and this one was hated; it means one was favored and the 
other one was loved less, not literally hated. We can say that Isaac loved both of his 
sons, so did Rebekah; they had favorites though.  
 
The two nations to come are Israel and Edom. Jacob will be the one the twelve sons 
come from that form the twelve tribes of Israel. Esau’s descendants become the 
people of Edom. Edom will become hostile against Israel in the future, but God grants 
Israel victory over them. Jacob will be the one to carry on the promise of Abraham and 
Isaac, not Esau. In these ways the prophecy comes true that the older (Esau/Edom) 
serves the younger (Jacob/Israel). 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
In this lesson we see a transition from Abraham to Isaac. Abraham has journeyed 
faithfully for many years and his journey on earth has ended. Isaac is the son who picks 
up the promise of Genesis twelve and the one through whom God will form a nation to 
be set apart for Him on earth.  
 
Jacob and Esau may be brothers, but not brothers who got along. They have struggled 
against each other since the womb, literally. God declared that these two represent 
two nations to come from their family trees. Jacob will form Israel and Esau will form 
Edom. The events in their lives are a preview of things to come between the two 
nations, they will not get along.  
 
Jacob is a man who gets his ways through deception and coercion so to speak. No 
doubt he will become a more faithful man later in his life, but for now we see a man 
who does not follow the Lord faithfully like his grandfather and father.  
 
God uses all kinds of people to accomplish His plans. God will use Jacob, despite his 
deceitful ways, to carry on the plan of Israel. This is a great lesson for us to see that 
God can see to it His plans are fulfilled, even if it means using unfaithful people to 
accomplish them.  
 
God is faithful. He will not fail. He will fulfill Genesis 3:15 even though people’s sinful 
ways may seem to get in the way.  


