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GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
I want to take one more lesson to discuss the spiritual side of circumcision. We talked 
about some of the reasons God may have commanded the physical sign of 
circumcision to Abraham and his descendants. The issue for us in the twenty-first 
century is to see the true significance of circumcision from a spiritual perspective.  
 
Let’s explore more about what we can learn as believers in the New Testament era 
about circumcision and its place in the Kingdom of God. 
 
 

Circumcision & the Kingdom of God 
 
What does circumcision have to do with the Kingdom of God? Was circumcision’s 
purpose limited to the physical sign God commanded in Genesis 17? Should we as 
twenty-first century Christians care about such notions as circumcision? Does it offer 
us anything for our spiritual development? 
 
Circumcision’s impact and purpose went far beyond the physical act God command in 
Genesis chapter seventeen. It has a purpose in God’s Kingdom, but as we will see the 
focus is not on the physical act of circumcision. The focus is instead on the spiritual 
meaning of circumcision.  
 
Another reason we should consider the spiritual element of circumcision is because it 
helps to understand many of the teachings of the Bible about God’s command for His 
people to be holy and set apart.  
 
What we also learn from Genesis 17:9-14 helps us understand our Bible’s big picture 
story about the Kingdom of God. We learn that God requires complete devotion to Him 
from His people.  
 
Entering God’s Kingdom community required pain and sacrifice in the Old Testament, 
and it requires pain and sacrifice in the New Testament. The main idea to keep in mind 
is Jesus Christ has suffered our pain and became our sacrifice so that we can enter 
God’s Kingdom community.  
 
In the Old Testament, circumcision was a physical act to reflect a spiritual reality. It 
showed a person’s identity with the covenant community, Israel. It also showed what 
should be true about the person as well, that they have set apart their heart in devotion 
to follow the Lord.  
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In the New Testament circumcision is not commanded for the New Covenant. The 
focus of circumcision in the New Testament is a spiritual reality that Christ has done for 
our hearts and we are to press on living lives as circumcised of heart people of God.  
 
Christians are members of God’s Kingdom community, much like Israel was in the Old 
Covenant community. What was a physical act for them is a spiritual act for us 
primarily. As members of God’s Kingdom, we are to consider ourselves circumcised 
members.  
 
How should we consider ourselves as ‘circumcised’ members of the Kingdom of God?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will explore answers to this more towards the end of our lesson. What I want us to 
see is a parallel between physical circumcision in the Old Covenant people of Israel 
and spiritual circumcision in the New Covenant people of the Church.  
 
 

Circumcision’s Greater Meaning in the Old Testament 
 
Circumcision of the Heart for Devotion to God 
 
Deuteronomy 10:12-22 
 
 
Moses gives Israel a final charge before he dies, and they enter the Promised Land. 
The main focus verse for us is Deut. 10:16. Moses says Israel is to “circumcise your 
heart.”  
 
Moses says in verses 12 and 13, Israel is to fear the Lord, walk in His ways, and love 
Him. They are to serve Him with all their heart and soul. They are to keep the Lord’s 
commandments, and this is for their own good.  
 
This helps us understand the true meaning behind circumcision. It was a physical sign 
of what God really wanted from His people. He wanted love, devotion, obedience, and 
service.  
 
Moses reminds Israel God chose them to be His people and elevated their status far 
above any other people group on earth. Because of God’s great love shown to them, 
they should in turn want to be devoted to Him 



 3 

In this passage we see circumcision meant not to be rebellious and stubborn against 
God. It meant to have a humbled heart that was fully devoted and committed to loving, 
obeying, and serving God.  
 
Deuteronomy 30:1-10 
 
Moses warns Israel what will happen if they rebel against God. He will let foreign 
nations invade and deport them away. They will suffer for their rebellion. However, 
Moses says in this passage if they repent and seek God again, God will forgive them. 
Not only will God forgive them, but He will also restore all their fortunes they had 
previously. He will let them return home. Then Moses says this interesting idea.  
 

And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that 
you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 
live. (Deut 30:6, ESV) 

 
 
This is interesting because Moses gave hope that if they rebel, God can circumcise 
their hearts again. Israel would need to repent and seek the Lord again and in return, 
God would set their hearts apart to Him. 
 
In these examples, circumcision was more than physical for Israel. It was a charge for 
them to give complete devotion of their lives to the Lord.  
 
 
Circumcision as a Call to Repent from Sin 
 
Jeremiah 4:4 
 

Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to 
quench it, because of the evil of your deeds.” 

  
In this verse God speaks through Jeremiah and issues a warning of judgment if Israel 
does not repent. Notice God says they need to remove the foreskin of their hearts. God 
told them they need to circumcise their hearts.  
 
In this instance the idea of circumcision is a call to repent from sins and turn back to 
God.  
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Jeremiah 6:10 
 

To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear? Behold, their ears are 
uncircumcised, they cannot listen; behold, the word of the LORD is to them an object of 
scorn; they take no pleasure in it. 

 
The New American Standard Bible translated uncircumcised as ‘closed’ in English. The 
literal Hebrew word though is uncircumcised.  
 
What do you think God meant by their ears are uncircumcised? 
 
 
 
 
 
Their hearts had become dull from sin. They no longer wanted to hear God’s word. In 
this instance if they were to have had circumcised ears it would mean they were ready 
and willing to listen to God.  
 
 
Jeremiah 9:25-26 
 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will punish all those who are 
circumcised merely in the flesh— Egypt, Judah, Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and 
all who dwell in the desert who cut the corners of their hair, for all these nations are 
uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.” 

 
 
This passage is another warning from God of judgment upon sin. God says He will 
punish those who are circumcised merely in the flesh. Those who have obeyed God’s 
command to Abraham in Genesis 17, but have not circumcised their hearts too, God 
will punish.  
 
This proves to us circumcision meant more than the physical act alone. It was meant to 
be a matter of the heart as well. God points out in the last phrase His problem with 
Israel is they are physically circumcised, but their hearts are uncircumcised.  
 
 
These are examples of how circumcision did not only mean devotion to God. 
Circumcision was also a call to repent from sin and have spiritual ears willing to listen 
to God.  
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Circumcision in the New Testament 
 
The Old Testament paves the way for how the New Testament treats circumcision.  
 
A debate arose in the early church found in Acts chapter fifteen. Some new believers in 
Christ who were Jews, and some may have been Pharisees, were teaching the Gentile 
Christians they could not be true Christians until they also kept the Law of Moses and 
became circumcised.  
 
A council of Apostles and Church elders met to discuss this matter. The Apostles saw 
how God was saving the Gentiles through Peter and Paul and they were not 
circumcised. God had given the Holy Spirit to them as well, and they were not 
circumcised.  
 
They concluded there was no command to be imposed on Gentile converts to Christ 
for them to circumcised. See Acts chapter fifteen for the whole scene.  
 
Circumcision in the New Testament picks up the spiritual ideas we looked at earlier 
from the Old Testament and links them to Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Romans 2:25-29 
 
 
Let’s look at this passage. Paul concludes if a person is uncircumcised physically yet is 
devoted to God with His way of living, then his uncircumcision becomes regarded by 
God as circumcision. Likewise if a physically circumcised person lives in sin, then God 
will regard them as uncircumcised.  
 
Paul says in verses 28 and 29 that a real Jew is one who is circumcised in heart, not 
the flesh.  
 
How did Paul say one is circumcised in the heart?  
 
 
 
The Holy Spirit circumcises our hearts. We are not saved by keeping the Law, “the 
letter of the law.” We are saved through faith in Christ and the Holy Spirit enters our 
hearts to circumcise us spiritually. He sets us apart to God and places us in the 
Kingdom of God community. We become part of the New Covenant people of God 
through the Holy Spirit’s circumcision, not physical circumcision.  
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Romans 4:9-12 
 
 
Paul draws our attention to the idea of Abraham’s salvation was by faith not works. He 
also brings up Abraham’s command to be circumcised.  
 
When was Abraham’s faith counted to him as righteousness? Was it before or after he 
was told to be circumcised?  
 
 
 
 
Since he was already saved by faith before the command to be circumcised, Paul says 
this is proof he and we are saved by faith, not any work.  
 
Romans 4:11 is key. Paul says Abraham received the sign of circumcision, “as a seal of 
the righteousness he had by faith.” Abraham had this righteousness by faith, “while he 
was uncircumcised.”  
 
Paul is clear we are saved by faith, like Abraham. He also says circumcision did not 
save Israel. Circumcision was a physical sign of the faith Abraham already had. 
Abraham became the father of all who have faith whether circumcised (Jew) or 
uncircumcised (Gentile).  
 
 

Jesus Christ is Our Circumcision 
 
Colossians 2:11-13 
 
Paul says in Jesus, through faith in Him, we have been spiritually circumcised. It is a 
circumcision not with hands. He calls it the, “circumcision of Christ.” Colossians 2:13 
he says we were dead in sins and the uncircumcision of our flesh.  
 
 
Here is the summary idea to everything we have explored this lesson. Circumcision 
matters. Not simply physical circumcision though. Circumcision meant much more 
than the physical act we think of.  
 
God’s Kingdom requires people have their sins atoned for, be forgiven, and He places 
them in His Kingdom community through the work of Jesus Christ. Just like Israel in 
the Old Covenant, we in the New Covenant must also be circumcised to identify with 
the community of God’s people. Not physically, but spiritually.  
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How does this happen?  
 
When we place our faith in Christ, we are forgiven. Jesus’ sacrifice is applied to us. We 
become no longer guilty of our sins. The Holy Spirit enters our hearts. This is where the 
magic happens.  
 
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, based on Jesus’ sacrifice, we are not just forgiven. 
We are circumcised in Christ in our hearts. He sets us apart to be devoted to God. He 
identifies us with the Kingdom community of God (the Church of this era). He works in 
us to keep us living a circumcised life spiritually.  
 
The real meaning of circumcision is Jesus’ sacrifice to forgive us and the Holy Spirit’s 
work in us to set us apart in devotion to God and be identified with the people of God. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
I hope from this study and the previous two that we understand why God gave the 
covenant sign of physical circumcision to Abraham in Genesis 17. Even more so I hope 
we see the true spiritual meaning behind circumcision.  
 
God used the sign of circumcision to convey to His people that they are to live set 
apart, fully devoted lives to Him.  
 
Christians do not have a requirement to be physically circumcised in order to become 
a part of God’s Kingdom. However, we must be spiritually circumcised. This is done by 
the sacrifice of Jesus and applied to our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  
 
We are placed in the Kingdom of God through faith in Christ. God circumcises our 
hearts and just like in the Old Testament, we are identified with the Kingdom people of 
God and have hearts set apart to God.  


