
 

 
  

Lesson 1: Introduction 
FBC Webb City – Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
part in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
Have you wanted to be able to read your Bible better? Understand it more clearly? 
 
Have you wondered how the Old Testament partners with the New Testament?  
 
Have you wondered if the Old Testament even matters at all to the Christian of today 
who lives in the New Testament era? 
 
What about Jesus? How does Jesus fit the whole story of the Bible, especially the Old 
Testament? 
 
These are the types of questions we will address in this study. 
 
The Bible is One Big Story 
 
The Bible is not two separate stories called the Old and New Testaments. The Bible is 
one continuous story that is divided up into those two sections called Old & New 
Testaments.  
 
This study will help us see how the Bible is truly one story told through the 66 different 
books of the Bible. This should help us better grasp the overall story line of the Bible so 
we can understand it better.  
 
In addition to these, this study will help us see how Jesus Christ is the key to God’s 
story from the very beginning in Genesis 1:1. Many people wrongly think Jesus only 
appears at His birth in the Gospel books. This is not true. Jesus appears many times 
throughout the Old Testament. His story is told long before His birth on earth as Jesus.  
 
What I hope we can accomplish is a better grasp of the story of the Bible and a far 
greater appreciation and understanding for what God has done for us through Jesus 
Christ. We learn key doctrines along the way that will help us grow in our faith and live 
out our Christian life better.  
 
We will start in Genesis and see how Jesus Christ is there carrying out the Father’s 
plans. We will find our place in this current timeline of the Bible so we can better 
understand our part in God’s plans. 
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What is the Bible’s Story? 
 
Let’s begin with a big picture overview look of the whole story of the Bible to set up our 
study. 
 
God’s Kingdom 
 
To be upfront and honest, Christian theologians and Bible scholars have debated this 
issue and still debate it today. The question for debate is, “what is the one unifying 
theme that ties all of the books of the Bible together?” 
 
Some believe the Bible is to be seen through the major Covenants. This is when God 
makes a special agreement, usually drafted through blood sacrifice, with someone (or 
a group). God essentially binds Himself to a type of contractual agreement with the 
other party. Each side must carry out obligations. The human side always fails, no 
surprise there, so God must step in and uphold the covenant by Himself essentially. 
These Christians believe two main covenants are how we should see the Bible: the Old 
and New Covenants. Often called, the Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace.  
 
Others believe the Bible is to be understood through Dispensations. These are sections 
in the Bible they believe mark where God changes His plans or He at least gives new 
information to people that alters how they relate to Him from that point on. They 
debate over just how many of these dispensations there are in the Bible (some say 7, 
some as many as 9).  
 
What is important to note is that not everyone who loves God, and His Bible agrees 
over what we are about to discuss.  
 
It is my strong conviction that the unifying theme to understand all the Bible is to link it 
to the Kingdom of God.  
 
The Kingdom of God seems to be the main overall story line of both the Old and New 
Testaments. If we can understand this better, this is the key to unlocking a better 
understanding of the whole Bible and how we can better understand our place in 
God’s plans. This also adds a better understanding and appreciation for how 
important, special, and needed Jesus the Christ. Jesus Christ is the key to God’s 
Kingdom.  
 
As we go through this study, we are looking at two major themes: Jesus Christ and the 
Kingdom of God. We are really looking at Jesus Christ and how we can see Him even 
in the Old Testament. At the same time, we are exploring how Jesus Christ is God’s 
key to His Kingdom and how this idea of God’s Kingdom is the major story of the 
whole Bible.  
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Have you ever thought of the story of the Bible in this way as telling us about the 
Kingdom of God? 
 
 
Key Verses about the Kingdom 
 
Let’s look at a sample of key passages that make our case that the Bible is about the 
Kingdom of God. As we look at each of these, take note about how God as a King, or 
the Kingdom is mentioned in some way.  
 
 
2 Samuel 7:12-16 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jeremiah 23:5-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Kings 22:19 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel 7:13-14 
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Matthew 3:1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 4:17, also verse 23. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark 1:14-15 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 1:6-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 28:23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:23-26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revelation 11:15 
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What is the Kingdom of God? 
 
Honestly, it is hard to define the Kingdom of God with absolute authority. The Bible 
never gives a clear definition. It is almost as if the Bible assumes people know what it is 
without needing it explained in detail. Probably the Jews had a better idea than we can 
imagine. Hope is not lost though; the Bible gives us clues to infer what the Kingdom of 
God is. Here are some definitions I like from other authors. 
 
 
This doctrine describes the rule of God over his creation as king, including how the rule 
is exerted and structured and what its ultimate purpose is. (Lexham Survey of 
Theology) 
 
Also “kingdom of the Lord,” “kingdom of heaven”. Refers primarily to God’s kingly 
power exercised over creation and people. (“Kingdom of God,” in The Lexham Bible 
Dictionary). 
 
Permit me a lengthy quote from Pastor John MacArthur’s book on Doctrine: 
 

The kingdom of God can be explained in this manner: The eternal triune God 
created a kingdom and two kingdom citizens (Adam and Eve) who were to have 
dominion over it. But an enemy deceived them, seduced them into breaking 
allegiance to the King, and caused them to rebel against their sovereign Creator. 
God intervened with consequential curses that exist to this day. Ever since, he 
has been redeeming sinful, rebellious people to be restored as qualified kingdom 
citizens, both now in a spiritual sense and later in a kingdom-on-earth sense. 
Finally, the enemy will be vanquished forever, as will sin. Thus, Revelation 21–22 
describes the final and eternal expression of the kingdom of God, where the 
triune God will restore the kingdom to its original purity with the curse having 
been removed and the new heaven and the new earth becoming the everlasting 
abode of God and his people.1 

 
 
The Bible is all about telling us the story of how God rules and reigns as a King over 
everything He created. His Kingdom was created by Himself. He wanted humans to 
reign over His earthly creation on His behalf. Satan tempted and deceived the first 
people (Adam & Eve) to rebel against the King (God). The Bible is mostly about how 
God is recovering His Kingdom from sin and rebellion through the eternal King, Jesus 
Christ. God is inviting people to join His Kingdom and be with Him forever when He 
destroys all evil (even death) and sets up His eternal Kingdom forever.  
 
 

 
1 John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue, eds., Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible 
Truth (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017), 44. 
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This is a way I’d like us to think about how the Bible tells this story of the Kingdom: 
 
God created the Kingdom (Genesis 1-2) 
 
Satan & People rebel against the King (Genesis 3) 
 
God Promises Salvation & the Kingdom to be Restored (Genesis 3:15- rest of Old 
Testament) 
 
 The Law gives hope for the Kingdom 
 The Prophets proclaim the future glory of the Kingdom to come 
 
God Secures the Kingdom (Gospels) 
 Through Jesus 
 
God Proclaims the Kingdom (Gospels & Acts) 
 
God Explains Life in the Kingdom (New Testament Letters) 
 
God Consummates the Eternal Kingdom (Revelation) 
 
 
This is my custom way of seeing how the whole Bible fits together to tell us the story of 
God’s Kingdom. Jesus Christ is critical to this story. He is the promised King to reign 
forever over the Kingdom. He is the promised One who secured eternal salvation for 
members of the Kingdom. He is the one who will overthrow the enemies of the 
Kingdom (sin, Satan, death).  
 
So, the Bible can also said to be a story all about Jesus. From cover to cover, 
especially in the Old Testament, it is a story about what God is doing through Jesus 
the Son of God.  
 
Look at Luke 24:25-27 
 
 
What does this passage teach us about the Old Testament books and their relation to 
Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus Himself taught that the Old Testament was all about Him. Have you ever 
wondered what Bible the first church used that we read about in the book of Acts? 
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After the church started in Acts, they did not have a New Testament yet. What Bible 
did they use?  
 
 
They relied upon the Old Testament. From just the Old Testament they could see Jesus 
and what God was doing to bring salvation and the Kingdom through Him.  
 
This is why as a Christian today, in our times, we cannot ignore the Old Testament. We 
cannot fully understand the New Testament without having some grasp of the Old 
Testament.  
 

Concluding Thoughts 
 
 
The Old Testament is probably often more difficult to understand the New Testament. 
However, we cannot ignore it. I hope you see from this introductory lesson that the Old 
Testament is key to fully grasping the importance of Jesus. The Bible is one big story 
about God’s Kingdom and how Jesus Christ is the key to this Kingdom.  
 
When you read your Bible, you can always ask yourself, “How does this book I’m 
reading help me understand God’s plan for His Kingdom?” “How does this book help 
me see more of what God will do through Jesus Christ?” 
 
Finally, we live in the era just before the book of Revelation. We are in God’s final 
chapter of His grand plan. The Church is part of the Kingdom of God. We are the final 
piece God is using to spread the message of God’s Kingdom and His salvation offered 
to bring people into the Kingdom through Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection.  
 
I hope you can better see how important the Kingdom is, how important the Church is 
to God’s plan right now. We have a part in God’s mission to expand the Kingdom and 
bring more people in.  
 
 
As we continue on in our study we will look at Genesis and go through the books of the 
Bible and see how this teaches us about God’s Kingdom and our place in it. This will 
help us understand our Bibles better and follow it better as Christians.  


