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Dear UUCCN,  

Each year when I am writing my column for 
the January edition of the ADVANCE, I find 
myself wanting to share with you my hopes 
and my dreams for each of us as we enter 
into another New Year. And each time I 
begin to write, I recall—no, I actually hear— 
the voice of The Reverend Lee Reid, a dear 
mentor, friend and colleague and co-
founder of the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of the Palisades (UUCP), in 
Englewood, New Jersey—the congregation 
where I first practiced the art of ministry as 
Intern Minister. Soon after that, I was co-
ordained by UUCP and by the Community 
Church of New York. 


Rev. Lee wrote a wonderful column called 
“To Do List” (December 1966). Little did we 
know that this would be the last newsletter 
article she’d write for her beloved 
congregation, UUCP. Through this, Rev. 
Lee offers me what is often a gentle 
reminder, and I’ll admit, also at times a 
nagging nudge, reminding me of ways to 
be in right relationship with myself, with 
others, and with our world. It offers 
practical examples of how I might live my 
faith by bringing to life the Unitarian 
Universalist Principles that I hold dear.  


Her column expresses all that I hope for  
as we journey together, so once again, I 
defer to Rev. Lee.  Enjoy.  

HIGH HOPES… A Note from the 
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister 
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TO DO LIST  
By The Reverend Lee Reid (1932–1966) 

Mend a quarrel. 
Seek out a forgotten friend. 
Dismiss suspicion, and replace it with trust. 
Write a love letter. 
Share some treasure. 
Give a soft answer. 
Offer encouragement. 
Manifest your loyalty in word and deed. 
Keep a promise. 
Find the time. 
Forgive an enemy. 
Listen. 
Apologize if you are wrong. 
Try to understand. 
Flout envy. 
Examine your demands on others. 
Think first of someone else. 
Appreciate. 
Be kind; be gentle. 
Laugh a little. 
Laugh a little more. 
Deserve confidence. 
Take up arms against malice. 
Decry complacency. 
Express your gratitude. 
Welcome a stranger. 
Gladden the heart of a child. 
Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of 
the earth. 
Speak your love. 
Speak it again. 
Speak it still once again. Yours,  

HOPE



__________________________________________________________________________

 

As we think about what to say, in this New 
Year communiqué, GRATITUDE comes to 
mind first and foremost. Gratitude that our 
President Emeritus, David Coddington, 
literally walked off the operating table, 
picked up and did his recovery work with 
his usual verve, and is ever present at 
UUCCN.


We thank Rev. Dr. Hope for our special 
candlelight Christmas Eve service that 
draws a crowd, including RE graduates 
and past members from afar, probably 90 
in all. Thanks again, Rev. Dr. Hope. You 
always make time to minister to us and 
brainstorm with enthusiasm. Your Co-
Presidents appreciate you.


Anna Lea Smith and Patsy Kaplan are 
always ready to jump in and help get things 
going while cooking and baking. Thanks, 
Patsy, for finding the pumpkins and 
creating the magic of our October 
fundraiser, the Pumpkin Patch. The hard 
work of Patsy and Fred and all the 
volunteers is greatly appreciated. It’s a 
labor-intensive month, to put it mildly.


Thanks, Fran Heiz, our Membership Chair, 
who warmly greets and educates all who 
come to UUCCN.


We thank our new Religious Education 
Director, David Silver, who works so well to 
engage our students, their parents, and the 
congregation, and for the new RE 
programs he has instituted. And thanks to 
the RE Committee and parents, who 
support the programming with their time 
and talents. 

Thanks to our lay leaders, who, winter 
and summer, lead and assist in Services. 
Our new Board Members, Peggy Lyons, 
John Roleke and Fernando Rivera for their 
enthusiasm and contributions, and Gerral 
Felson, our new Treasurer, for jumping in 
and giving us a clear picture of where we 
are financially. Thank you, Les Forrai, our 
Webmaster, interim Treasurer, and graphics 
guy for your good work.


Thank you, Sandra Nazario for being a 
Trustee and for being a member of the 
Stewardship Team.


Thank you, Gerry Forrai, for staying on the 
board and for your work in Stewardship 
with Anita Coddington. Thank you, Anita, 
for all that you do—and you do a lot!

Peggy Lyons, we thank you for all you do 
with the Social Justice Ministry and in 
keeping us updated on these concerns.


Our Finance Committee, Dolores Kale, 
Kathy Lang and Karl Krafczek, who keep 
the finances accounted for, so that Dave 
Coddington, Don Lang and Rick Menelly 
can keep the house and grounds 
operational.


Thanks, Mickey Kranz, for keeping the 
Chamber Music Society Sundays going. 
Thanks, Diane Cohen and Paula Beck, for 
the work behind the scenes to keep 
Garden Stage going.


Thanks, Michael Sansonia, for leading the 
Benefit Concerts, and leading the service 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
services with David Silver. We appreciate 
your music the whole year through. And 
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thank you, David Silver, for leading 
wonderful services and hosting the 
Chaplain Training Con.


We thank our “unseen” people, Krissy 
Roleke (ADVANCE editor) and Janet 
McShea. And Rev. Dr. Hope for holding it 
all together no matter where she was while 
we had no Office Administrator. And thanks 
to the many, many others, “seen and 
unseen,” for their work in UUCCN. 


We want to raise up the work each and 
every member does here at UUCCN. 
Thank you all!! 

*    *    * 
Rev Dr. Hope asks us to keep the  
question “Why are we here?” up front.  
We posed this question in a summer 
service. The answer we received was:  
An open, accepting hospitality. This 
shows up in all these good works where 

the spirits of all of us are connecting as  
we give to great nonprofit groups through 
our growing Share the Plate program, as 
well as giving to our Minister's 
Discretionary Fund that is available to 
those members who are in need.


On January 8, we hosted the Nassau Unity 
Collaborative Town Hall Meeting, attended 
by about 100 community members and 
organized by community groups (including 
us), to support anti-bias initiatives and 
protect rights here in Nassau County. 
Newsday covered the event, and a link to  
the article is on our Facebook page.

The UU Social Justice initiative of the Long 
Island Area Council (LIAC) and UU 
congregations met after the meeting to 
debrief and talk about how UUs on Long 
Island could help. We will keep you posted. 


Looking to the New Year, we are going to 
be planning long-term strategies, setting 
up our new Pastoral Care Team, and 
getting ready for the Victorian Tea on 
January 28. 


We are so happy to welcome all of our new 
members and their young families. Looking 
forward to a great year together.


Evelyn Kuntz and Diane Cohen  
Co-Presidents, UUCCN 

Welcome to UUCCN’s  
New Office Administrator!  

We are pleased to announce 

we have hired Maria Sutton 


for the position of Office 
Administrator, and she starts with us 

the week of January 16.


Nora Bassett speaks during the Townhall for Unity at     
UUCCN Jan. 8, 2017. (Credit: Jeff Bachner/Newsday)

The UUCCN Book Group meets monthly  
at Evelyn Kuntz’s home in Williston Park.  

We try to stay abreast of current literature,  
read some biographies, look at many 
cultures, and enjoy the camaraderie  

while we do so. All are welcome!  
Contact Evelyn to join.

http://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/li-group-urges-unity-in-protecting-communities-from-hate-bias-1.12891654?pts=353610
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN/
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As we begin the second half of our RE 
program, we will continue to promote the 
themes of gratitude, empathy, kindness, 
social action, and understanding and living 
our Unitarian Universalist Principles. We 
also have many special events planned to 
make the program educational, fun, and 
engaging. 


I am pleased to share the 2017 Religious 
Education calendar with everyone (see 
below). Please review the schedule through 
the end of June and note the dates for RE 
Committee Meetings, Multigenerational 
Services, RE class sessions, Social Action 
Sundays, and special holiday events, like 
the upcoming Valentine’s Party/Dance or 
Easter Activities.


Our program is still recruiting teachers and 
special events support for our children and 
youth programming. Please speak with me 
if you can help.


Please share any ideas and suggestions 
that you have to enhance the UUCCN 
program. I would love to hear from you.


David Silver, Religious Education Director  
ds60210@gmail.com / 631-553-1107  

Jan 15 RE Committee Meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Feb 11 Valentine’s Party/Dance

Feb 12 RE Committee Meeting, 9 a.m.

Feb 26 UUFH Homeless Dinner, 4 p.m.

Mar 12 RE Committee Meeting, 9 a.m.

Mar 19 Multigenerational Service  
(No RE Classes)

Mar 25 Breakfast Run prep

Mar 26 Social Action Project: Breakfast 
Run, NYC

Apr 9 RE Committee Meeting, 9 a.m.

Apr 15 UUCCN Passover Seder

Apr 16 Easter Sunday Activities 
(No RE Classes)

Apr 23 Earth Day Social Action Project 
in RE Class

May 7 RE Committee Meeting, 9 a.m.

May 14 Mother’s Day Activities

May 28 Memorial Day Weekend 
(No RE Classes)

Jun 4 Multigenerational Service: 
Coming of Age Recognition 
(No RE Classes)

Jun 11 RE Committee Meeting, 9 a.m.

Jun 18 Father’s Day  
Last Day of RE Classes

Jun 25 RE Cleanup

RE Calendar*

*RE Classes meet every Sunday unless otherwise noted. 

spotlight

Chalice: UU Art by Tony Baldwin

Religious Education News

• Don’t miss our Annual Valentine’s Party and 
Dance on Saturday, February 11! 


• UUCCN Hosts the UUFH Homeless Dinner on 
Sunday, February 26, from 4 to 8 p.m. We will 
provide dinner, sleepover setup, and breakfast bags 
for area homeless at the Huntington UU 
congregation. Please see me to sign up. All ages 
welcome. 

• Looking for UU Camps and Conferences this 
summer for children, teens, and families? There are  
12 options are available on the East Coast. Ask me  
to send you a listing if you are interested. 

http://www.uuchaliceart.com/
http://www.uuchaliceart.com/
mailto:ds60210@gmail.com?subject=
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   Get Involved! 
There are so many ways to help make 

UUCCN a great congregation. 

“If you can dream it, you can do it!” 
—Walt Disney 

UUCCN offers opportunities for connection 
and inter-connection. And, one of the 
beauties of this is the fact that it doesn’t 
matter if you’ve been here for a long time, 
or a short time. With a New Year at hand, 
I’d like to highlight some of these 
opportunities that just might have your 
name on them. But, before looking at them, 
I invite you to think about your passions, 
your hopes and dreams. What would you 
like to bring to UUCCN? 


For some, it might be sharing your passion. 
Teaching something new. Learning 
something new. Organizing a group. 
Making a meal together, and then enjoying 
it as a group. Going to a place you love 
that you wish others could experience. 
Perhaps it is an evening or session of 
artistic expression. Singing or playing with 
the Ad Hoc Ensemble (all ages welcome!). 
Or perhaps expressing your interest in a 
specific cause. Or bringing our principles to 
life. Or figuring out what UUism, like the 
“Hokey Pokey” is really all about…LOL!! 


I advise you to start with manageable goals 
before taking on too much. Take into 
account your schedule. See if you can 
make a one-time commitment, or a once-
a-month meeting. If you are a “night owl” 
or a “night dreamer” like I am, you may 
help as needed from home as part of the 
Communications team that sends out 
mailings and announcements and works on 
the Order of Service and the newsletter 
(articles, photos, and art always welcome—
not to mention proofreaders!). 


There’s room for all. And you are invited to 
bring your own ideas forth. Nothing ever 
needs to be done “the same old way it’s 
been done.” Change is good! What would 
you like to get involved with?


The Board of Trustees, Worship Arts 
Committee and Worship Team, 
Committee on Ministry, Membership 
Committee, Caring Team, Nominating 
Committee, Denominational Affairs, 
Stewardship Committee, Religious 
Education Committee, and others 
welcome your presence and participation. 
Extra hands are always needed. There’s 
room for everyone. Many of these teams 
meet as needed, so the time commitments 
are very flexible. Which opportunity would 
you like to check out—or explore?


If you love special events, there are 
opportunities for participation in Annual 
Events—consider helping out at the 
Victorian Tea on January 28, or the Spring 
Fellowship Event, or the Service Auction, or 
the RE holiday parties, or the Juneteenth 

celebration. There are also Benefit 
Concerts and the monthly Garden Stage 
Concerts. And of course, there are social 
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action events like the Breakfast Run 
to feed those in need. What event 
would you like to bring to UUCCN? 


If not in person, I’m always a text/
phone call/e-mail away. Let’s explore 
new possibilities: As Walt Disney said, 
“If you can dream it, you can do it!” 
Together, we’ll find a way. 


Yours, HOPE


P.S. Thanks to all who contributed to 
our New Year’s word cloud! 


 UUCCN Victorian Tea 
   Saturday, January 28, at 2 p.m. 

The Victorian Tea is so popular that we have received many 
calls for reservations from former guests. This event has been 
very well received and our profits have increased accordingly. 

 What would you like to do to help? Needed are: sandwich 
makers, cookie bakers, servers, donations for raffle baskets, and room setup on the 
evening prior to the tea. See Anna Lea Smith to sign up.         

Please participate in this fundraiser either by helping or attending the Victorian Tea that 
presents a positive impression to our enthusiastic attendees. 

   	 	 	  

	 	 	 Prepaid reservations:    $20 per person (seniors $18)

    	 	 	 Tickets at the door:       $22 per person

 

	 	 	 For reservations, call:  Anna Lea Smith (516-746-0514) or

                                   	 	 	      Patsy Kaplan (516-781-4319)


Ways and Means Committee 
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 Stewardship: The Coming Year 

Dear fellow members and friends,  

Now that the old year has passed, we look forward to the New Year with great 
expectations of ensuring that our congregation is thriving, upholding a caring 
community that inspires spiritual growth, and also is fiscally solvent.


Our congregation belongs to all of us, and we must make sure that we keep our building 
open, pay all of our obligations, and support our staff. With your financial participation, 
that can be accomplished. 


In the next few weeks, the Stewardship Committee will be meeting to plan and 
strategize for our annual Pledge Campaign roll-out. Please take some time to think 
about what UUCCN means to you and your family.


How does UUCCN fit into your life? How does UUCCN fit into your budget? 

Our congregation cannot survive without your generosity, your faith, your confidence, 
and your enthusiasm. Our future rests in your hands.


The Stewardship Committee would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your 
family a Healthy, Happy, and Prosperous New Year.  


Submitted by: Gerri Forrai, Trustee and Stewardship Committee Member 

Chalice illustration courtesy uucqc.org

http://uucqc.org
http://uucqc.org
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• From UUA: The week leading up to the 

inauguration of Donald Trump will be 
filled with ways to show your support 
and solidarity for an agenda of justice, 
human rights, and compassion. Check 
out this list of events and find resources 
for getting involved on our website! 
UUA.org/action/show-love/blog/week-
action-jan-14-21-2017


• The Women’s March on Washington is 
Saturday, January 21, 2017. Bus 
transportation may still be available 
through UUCSR. Please contact David 
Silver for more details.  

• UUCSR is coordinating travel/meeting 
places for UUs at the Women’s March 
on NYC, January 21, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Dag Hammarskjöld Plaza.


• The Long Islanders for Clean Energy 
Task Force will meet at UUCCN on 
January 24, at 7 p.m. The task force 
meets on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month. The group is part of Sierra 
Club’s Beyond Coal Campaign.

We find ourselves in challenging 
times.  Rabbi Hillel challenged us:  
“If I am not for myself, who will be 
for me? If I am not for others, what 
am I? And if not now, when?” Rev. 
Hope responds with her own 
challenge: “Let’s get busy!!!” 

______________________________________________________________ 
From Our Wonderful and Talented Music Director!

Standing on the  
Side of Love

Social Action 
Announcements

http://www.uua.org/action/show-love/blog/week-action-jan-14-21-2017
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/womens-march-on-washington-official-tickets-29428287801
https://www.uucsr.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 


ANNUAL SPRING DINNER 
APRIL 8, 2017 

 


The workshop and dinner will be held at the Veatch House of the  
UU Congregation of Shelter Rock, at 48 Shelter Rock Rd, Manhasset.


Tickets will be $20 per person in advance,

$25 at the door, $10 for students


Checks payable to: LIAC (memo line: Spring Dinner). Send payment to: Gretta Johnson-
Sally (LIAC Financial Secretary), 5 Reydon Place, Commack, NY 11725.  

For additional information, contact Gretta at gjsdre@hotmail.com. 
 


More information coming soon! 

With FREE AFTERNOON  
WORKSHOP! 2 p.m. 

COCKTAIL HOUR 5 p.m.


DINNER & KEYNOTE 6 p.m.

mailto:gjsdre@hotmail.com
mailto:gjsdre@hotmail.com
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Upcoming Events

1/24 7 p.m. Clean Energy Task Force/Sierra Club Meeting 

1/28 2 p.m. Victorian Tea

2/3 7:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Kirsten Maxwell & David Goldman

2/5 3 p.m. Chamber Music Series: Violinist Curtis Macomber & Friends

2/11 6 p.m. Valentine’s Party/Dance

2/12 9 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

2/26 4 p.m. UUCCN Hosts the UUFH Homeless Dinner

3/3 7:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Efrat with Aaron Nathans & Michael Ronstadt

3/5 Chamber Music Gala Benefit Concert & Reception

Visit our website at UUCCN.org and  
Like us on Facebook for the latest news and photos!

Advance 
The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 
www.uuccn.org 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 
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