
 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not 
speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I 
did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not 
speak out— 
Because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and there was no one 
left to speak for me. 
	 	 	       —Martin Niemöller 

Dear UUCCN: 

As we begin a new congregational year 
together, we are off to a good start. The 
decisions that we are making are based 
increasingly on having a clear sense of 
purpose, and knowing who we are as a 
congregation. The conversations that we’ve 
been having, as difficult as some have been, 
are taking us deeper and deeper into an 
exploration of what really matters. 


As we look around the world, the country, Long 
Island, Garden City, UUCCN, there is a 
heightened sense of urgency. “Serious 
business” is at hand—whether we like it, and 
want to be a part of it, or not. We are in the 
midst of change, and we are in it together. I 
recall that expression—if you are not part of the 
solution, you are a part of the problem. 


My hope is that we will deepen our spiritual 
connections with our world, and more 
importantly, strengthen these bonds with each 

other. May trust grow within ourselves, as well 
as with each. When the world is in chaos, when 
our lives have been turned upside down, my 
hope is that we will focus on those things that 
matter. Friends, “serious business” calls for 
teamwork. It also calls for risk taking—
thoughtful risk taking but risk taking 
nevertheless. 


We will never get agreement from everyone, 
whether it is which treatment to take, which 
course of action we are to focus on, which 
charity to give to. We need to dig deep within 
ourselves, choose a course, and “press on,” as 
my Dad used to say. We’ll often find that we 
are not alone. There’ll be others with shared 
interests who want to work together. 


We will have to affirm our efforts even when we 
are not of one accord. We will have to practice 
cutting each other some serious slack. 
Essentially this means moving through our 
differences while focusing on the good that we 
can together. This means that we have to drop 
the baggage so that we can move forward…. 


The world will be a better place because of 
this. We’ll each be happier, and healthier, and 
we’ll find that our individual and collective 
spirits will be lighter. 


Dream big dreams, but make space in your 
heart and soul to carry them through. We so 
often block the good stuff…. I still expect 
miracles, but I’ve come to understand that I 
have some responsibility in making space for 
them to materialize. I’m learning how to stop 
blocking them by keeping my passion for life 
and love alive—no matter how bad it gets…. 


May this year’s shared ministry be rooted in 
community, generosity of spirit, and love. The 
world out there desperately needs to receive 
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that love. But we each need to share the 
healing touch of that same love right now, by 
passing it on….


Let’s get busy!




Yours,  
Hope 

Upcoming Sermons 

September 10  Water Flows   
Rev. HOPE, David Silver, Michael Sansonia


September 17 Service Is Not a Solo Act 
Rev. HOPE, Damon Governa, Annie Lebeaux, 
David Silver


September 24 And the Beat Goes On  
Helen Boxwill, Social Justice Advocate & 
Activist, UUFH; David Silver; Michael Sansonia


October 1 The Ripple Effect in the Patch  
Rev. HOPE, David Silver, Michael Sansonia


   Sunday, September 10, at 11:00 a.m. 
 

                           

 
Though summer won’t be officially over yet, September 10 marks the end of UUCCN’s 
Summer Worship series. We return to worship in Frantz Hall. A Welcome Back Luncheon 
immediately follows the worship service and all are invited. Thank you, RE Committee and 
David Silver, DRE, for hosting this. 


In this annual ingathering service, we’ll each be invited to start the year off by bringing in a 
sample of water and sharing something that we experienced this summer that we intend to 
carry with us into the new congregational year. 


A great way to begin is by renewing your commitment to being a part of UUCCN. Make the 
effort to come—if not for yourself, then come to support others who want to be in community 
with you. Share your hopes, your dreams—you’ll find others who want to get involved too. 
Whether it is an exploration of spirituality; a social justice project that you’d like to bring to 
UUCCN; or a service project that you’d like UUCCN to get involved in support of others. We’ll 
be looking at opportunities like these the following Sunday, September 17. Please bring 
information on the areas of interest to you so that we can share them with each other. 


This year, my focus includes building community here at UUCCN, while at the same time 
strengthening our ties to the larger world outside of our walls.


See you on Opening Sunday! 


Yours, HOPE
 Water chalice courtesy UU Annapolis

Water Communion Service & Welcome Back Luncheon 
Opening Sunday for Congregational Year 2017–2018

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

http://www.uufh.org/
http://www.uuannapolis.org/
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Co-Presidents 
Corner     	 


Together We Make a Difference 

Welcome back to the new year at UUCCN! We 
are blessed to serve a wonderful family-sized 
congregation of generous and passionate 
individuals who choose to be on a journey 
together. In an uncertain world and political 
climate that claws at what we hold dear, we are 
especially grateful for you and for coming 
together at our special place. Together we do 
make a difference. Together we will make a 
difference for one another and our world. 


There has been leadership growth over the 
summer. David Silver, who has helped many of 
us here at UUCCN to walk the walk, is back to 
continue his leadership of Religious Education. 
Make sure to read his exciting report for RE 
activities for children, youth, and adults. 


Throughout the summer, so many of you 
stepped forward to help with summer services, 
represent UUCCN at General Assembly in New 
Orleans, and maintain our buildings and 

grounds. Don Lang has gone above and 
beyond. 


We welcome new board members Reenie 
Gonzalez and Georgie Collins. Both bring their 
individual creative gifts and talents, for which 
we are grateful. Reenie is the mother of 
Elizabeth Gonzalez, past board member, and 
Georgie will bring insights to RE activities, as 
she has been regularly involved in the Religious 
Education committee. (Her granddaughter, 
Shannon Keane, is now on the RE Committee!)


Here in the Co-Presidents Corner, we are trying 
something new. You now have three 
presidents: Diane Cohen and Evelyn Kuntz are 
joined by John Roleke. We each have a zone 
of responsibility—Evelyn for rentals, Diane for 
fiscal matters, and John for property 
management. As always, we welcome your 
thoughts and feedback.


One of our board’s priorities for this year is to 
ensure the continued success of our place. We 
have been gifted in the estate plans of former 
UUCCN president Georgia Bertcher (read her 
profile in the next Advance) and are 
considering using her generous gift as the 
cornerstone of a capital campaign to renew our 
buildings and grounds. We invite your input on 
this important topic.


There are many issues swirling in our country 
right now, and opportunities for conversation 
about what we might do individually, and as a 
group, will be made available. 

We invite you to join us for a UUCCN team 
building day where you can learn about 
projects and teams you can help with at 
UUCCN, as we strive to live our mission. On 
September 17, during Sweet Tooth, please 
gather to learn the many ways—big and small
—you can make a difference. Volunteering to 
help at the Pumpkin Patch is another great way 
that you (and friends) can support UUCCN! 


We look forward to your suggestions and 
involvement in the new congregational year!


Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz, and John Roleke  
Co-Presidents, UUCCN 

     UUCCN Leadership 2017–2018 
Minister Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson

Director of Religious Education David Silver

Music Director Michael Sansonia

Intern Minister Damon Governa


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Co-Presidents  
Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz, John Roleke 
President Emeritus David Coddington

Vice President Patsy Kaplan

Trustees Georgiana (Georgie) Collins,  
Gerri Forrai, Irene (Reenie) Gonzalez,  
Peggy Lyons, Sandra Nazario

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairs Dolores Kale, Kathy Lang  
Committee Members Anita Coddington,  
Karl Krafczek 

Chalice art by Arianna Santiago

P.S. We also want to remind you that all members  
of the congregation are invited to attend board 
meetings and add their creative ideas.

http://www.uua.org/ga


Welcome to  
Damon Governa 
 
It is a joy to welcome  
Damon Governa, our  
2017–2018 Intern Minister. 


Damon comes to us from the 
Sayville UU Congregation of 
the Great South Bay. His first 

Sunday with us will be on September 17. 
Damon is in the process of becoming a 
Unitarian Universalist Minister. I will serve as 
his formal UUA Supervisor as he fulfills 
obligations in preparation of his meeting with 
the Ministerial Fellowship Committee. Aside 
from me, Damon will be working with his 
Internship Committee. Please let me know if 
you are interested in joining this Committee 
that supports the formation of a new UU 
Minister. 


I thank UUCCN for again supporting me in 
being Damon’s Supervisor. It is often by 
teaching that we do our very best learning. 
UUCCN is once again an active Teaching 
Congregation, and for that I am grateful. We 
learned so much from previous Intern 
Ministers, including Amy Beltaine and 
Stephanie Gannon. Carlos Martinez also did 
his field work here at UUCCN. The Board has 
already met and welcomed Damon. Please join 
David Silver, Michael Sansonia, and me in 
welcoming him on September 17, when you’ll 
have the opportunity of hearing more about 
Damon’s plans for ministry. 


Yours,  
HOPE 


Lessons Learned 
By Damon Governa, Intern Minister 

Hello, all! I recently had the pleasure of meeting 
with UUCCN’s board, and I’m greatly looking 
forward to getting to meet and know the rest of 
you! I’ll offer a brief introduction in the 
meantime:


My interest in becoming a Unitarian 
Universalist minister comes as the resolution of 
a lifelong grappling with spirituality and religion. 
I had a disdain for religion throughout most of 
my life. I was raised in a household that 
appeared to be multi-faith, yet was in reality 
largely faithless. My mother is Jewish, and 
often spoke with pride about her cultural 
heritage, but neither understood nor practiced 
the actual precepts of Judaism. My father was 
Roman Catholic, and as a child I was forced to 
go to church with him every Sunday. I asked 
many questions, but my father’s answers were 
usually along the lines of, “Because that’s what 
we’re taught.” What he had seemed to me 
more obedience than faith. All of this left me 
feeling as though religious beliefs and practices 
were arbitrary and empty. I didn’t recognize 
then that I actually had a desperate need for 
some kind of spirituality, and I suffered for its 
lack.


It would be a great many years before I 
discovered that my rejection of traditional 
religious concepts didn’t need to prevent me 
from having a religious approach to life. I began 
to look within and find a spiritually that 
resonated with me, and to use that to guide my 
search. I thought about how few people in this 
world seem to understand that they can find 
their own personal spirituality, and experienced 
a profound desire to help others to that 
realization. 


At the time, I had been pursuing a degree in 
psychology at Hunter College and, as the result 
of this new interest, I added comparative 
religion as a second major. By the time I had 
graduated, I felt an undeniable call to ministry. I 
enrolled at Union Theological Seminary, despite 
my not having identified with any particular 
faith tradition. While there, I discovered 
Unitarian Universalism. I was amazed, both 
that I had found my home and that I had never 
even heard of it before. I began attending 
services at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Queens, and also began the 
UUA’s “Fellowshipping” process.


Since graduation from seminary in 2010, I’ve 
been preaching at various New York 
congregations, and have had the pleasure of 
being a regular service leader at UUCQ in 
Flushing, UUSSS in Bay Shore, and MUUF 

http://www.uugsb.org/
http://www.uugsb.org/
http://www.uugsb.org/
http://www.uucq.org/
http://www.uucq.org/
http://www.uucq.org/
http://www.uua.org/careers/ministers/support/fellowship
http://www.uusouthsuffolk.org/


(formerly) in Muttontown. Over the past 
few years, I’ve enjoyed a growing 
relationship with UUGSB in Sayville, and 
now function as their primary leadership. 


Unfortunately, during my time with these 
congregations, they had no professional 
UU ministers serving them. While I’ve 
experienced a wonderful “trial by fire,” having 
to figure out how to handle situations as they 
arose, I’ve longed for the guidance of someone 
who’s already been there. I love being 
a student and strive to keep in mind that 
there’s always more to learn.


At this year’s General Assembly, I was blessed 
with the opportunity to sit down and discuss 
my circumstances with Rev. Hope. I’d begun to 
give up on the formal UUA credentialing 
process, as I’d been unable to find any site in 
the area where I could do an internship. Rev. 
Hope’s “Let’s make it happen!” attitude 
surprised and thrilled me, and the next thing I 
knew, I’d become your intern minister for the 
2017-18 year.


I chose “Lessons Learned” as the title for 
this column for two reasons: First, I don’t 
believe in preaching out of theory or opinion, 
and certainly not out of the mere passing on of 
doctrine. I try to limit my message to that which 
I’ve personally experienced to be True. I’m 
grateful that I’ll have this forum to share some 
of those lessons I’ve learned with you. Second, 
I’m with UUCCN primarily as a student. I’ll be 
engaged in much reflection this year, and will 
make use of this column to share some of the 
lessons I learn from you.


Embarking on this journey with you all is a 
scary and exciting prospect, as I know that I'll 
be changed by it. Thanks in advance for your 
assistance in my continuing search for truth 
and meaning!


Membership Matters 
Welcome Back to UUCCN! 
 
Membership is a vital part of our Community.  
Fran Heiz and Lisa Smith have been serving as 
on this committee for a number of years. Fran’s 
friendly face has welcomed many a visitor and 
Lisa Smith’s follow-up email after has been a 
great team effort. 


This summer, I got together with Fran and Lisa 
and I told them that I want to join the 
committee to help build up membership at 
UUCCN. The title of Radical Hospitality Chair 
should long ago have been given to both Lisa 
and Fran for their wonderful devotion and work. 
Now you can give a hand and become a part of 
the Hospitality Team—it’s easy!


We are a very inviting community and everyone 
who enters our doors feels welcome, but we 
need to work harder to find why they have 
come to our congregation and how we can 
help them with their religious goals. Follow-up 
is a very necessary element for us to grow 
membership. 


Remember the first time you came to our 
congregation? How was your encounter? Were 
you received with open arms? Do you 
remember who greeted you at the door?


We need a few more volunteers. Would you be 
willing to help greet new visitors on Sunday 
morning? Follow up with a phone call? 
Introduce programs and events that are offered 
at our congregation?


It really doesn’t take too much to be a Radical 
Hospitality person. My philosophy has been, 
“Do one good deed every day, and show some 
kindness.” It does make a difference how 
you’re welcomed to our community. 


Please join the Membership Committee—we 
need you to help grow our community. Talk to 
me, Fran Heiz, or Lisa Smith and share your 
ideas.


Dave Coddington 
Fran Heiz 
Lisa Smith 

Do one good 
deed every day, 
and show some 

kindness.

Peace & Blessings, 

Damon

Chalice art by 
Donna Monturo



As I begin my third year of service to this 
congregation, I am looking forward to sharing 
with you my vision for a religious education 
program that can help us to grow lifelong UU’s 
and also speaks to all members of our 
congregation. 


During this summer, I attended several 
seminars with my religious education 
colleagues to develop meaningful 
programming for our respective congregations, 
and we all agreed that our religion is “a calling 
to love the hell out of this world.” This calling 
will be the primary theme of our religious 
education program for the year. 


Please review our calendar of activities for the 
fall/winter semester on the following page. 
There are numerous opportunities for social 
action and community service, as well as an 
expanded adult education program. I hope you 
will be as enthused about this year’s program 
as I am.


RE Committee and Volunteers 
The RE program is supported by the Religious 
Education Committee. Our teachers are trained 
volunteers from our congregation. It is my 
pleasure to introduce you to the members of 
this year’s RE Committee: Anna Lea Smith, 
Lisa Donigian, Georgie Collins, Irene 
Gonzalez, Krissy Roleke, and Youth Member 
Shannon Keane. Our meetings are held once a 
month, on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m., and 
they are open to everyone.


We welcome your involvement in the program. 
Share your special talents and interests with 
us! Volunteer opportunities are still available 
(e.g., teaching a lesson, doing a reading at a 
multigenerational service, organizing craft 
projects, planning a holiday party, setting up, 

cleaning, helping with community service 
projects). Please ask me how you might find a 
place working with our wonderful students. 


Local and Regional Programs 
If you would like to receive weekly e-mail 
updates about the RE program at UUCCN and 
youth events in the greater UU community, 
please make sure that I have your email 
address. Through our affiliation with the Long 
Island Area Council of UU Congregations 
(LIAC) and the UU Association Central East 
Region, we have the opportunity to participate 
in many wonderful youth and adult programs 
and events. Don’t miss out!


Registration & Welcome Back Luncheon 
Registration will take place on Sunday, 
September 10, immediately following the 
Water Communion Service. The RE 
Committee invites all to enjoy the 
multigenerational Welcome Back Luncheon. I 
look forward to seeing you!


Welcome to the  
New RE Year! 
  By David Silver  

David Silver 
Director of Religious Education 
ds60210@gmail.com / 631-553-1107

Classes 
begin on  
Sunday,  

September 17. 

Campers at this summer’s Sophia Fahs RE Camp on 
Shelter Island. Photo by Wendy Phillips-Engelhardt.

Chalice art by Nora Riviera

mailto:ds60210@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.liacuu.org
http://www.uua.org/central-east
http://www.uua.org/central-east
mailto:ds60210@gmail.com?subject=





9/10 11 a.m. Opening Sunday Service: Water Ceremony

12 p.m. Welcome Back Luncheon, RE registration, and Teacher Orientation

9/17 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

11 a.m. First Day of RE Classes. Classes meet every Sunday during Service, 
unless otherwise noted.

9/30 10 a.m. LIAC Apple Picking Outing, Jamesport Congregation

10/1 9:30 a.m. Adult RE Class

11:00 a.m. RE Social Action Sunday

10/8 No RE Class – Columbus Day Weekend

10/14 9 a.m. Social Action Project: Pumpkin Patch Resupply

10/15 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

10/29 11 a.m. Halloween Party

11/5 9:30 a.m. Adult RE Class

11/12 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

11/19 11 a.m. Youth-Led Multigenerational Service, followed by Thanksgiving Luncheon

11/26 No RE Class – Thanksgiving Weekend

12/3 9:30 a.m. Adult RE Class

Mitten Tree Setup

12/10 Social Action Project: UUFH Homeless Shelter

9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

12/17 11 a.m. Christmas Party

12/24 No RE Class – Christmas Eve

12/31 No RE Class – New Year’s Eve

1/7/18 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

1/13 - 1/14 Social Action Project: Breakfast Run Preparation & Delivery to NYC

1/21 9:30 a.m. Adult RE Class

1/28 11 a.m. Last RE Class of the Fall/Winter Semester

Religious Education  
Fall/Winter Schedule



Social Action 
Ministry Report  
Treat the Earth well. 
It was not given to you by your parents, 
it was loaned to you by your children. 
We do not inherit the Earth from our Ancestors, 
we borrow it from our Children. 

Ancient Indian Proverb 

UUCCN is proud to have been a part of many 
social justice campaigns, and we invite you to 
learn with us and get involved. Check back 
next month for more news on social action in 
the UU community and beyond.


Our efforts do not have to be the same, and we 
do not necessarily have to meet in a formal 
committee, to be part of a team for social and 
environmental justice.


Find events that ignite your passion. It’s easy to 
get weekly emails that keep you informed of 
local progressive events. (For a list of social 
justice meetings/events, check out 
LongIslandActionEvents.org and join the Long 
Island Progressive Coalition e-list at LIPC.org.)


And then share your experiences and photos in 
here in this ADVANCE column! We all bring our 
diverse passions and beloved causes to 
UUCCN. Let’s support one another, learn from 
one another, and bring all our dreams to the 
table to create a unique and beautiful tapestry 
of love in action to hang as our banner in the 
world.


Thank you one and all,

Peggy Lyons, Social Action Chair 

Join the UUCCN  
Ad Hoc Ensemble! 
Michael Sansonia, Director of Music, is again 
offering to lead the UUCCN Ad Hoc Ensemble 
on several Sundays throughout the year. 


This is a group that gathers on Sunday 
mornings at 10 a.m. to work on songs for the 
11 a.m. service. All ages, all voices, and those 
who can play instruments are welcome to join 
the Ensemble. 


Participating in the Ad Hoc Ensemble is a 
wonderful, fun way to participate in the worship 
life of the congregation. Every now and then, 
you’ll find David Silver, our Director of 
Religious Education, in the Ensemble. Every 
once in a while, I join the Ensemble too. 


It’s good practice, because I’m reminded that I 
have to listen to others while I sing. I’m 
reminded that I’m part of a whole. I am 
reminded that my little piece matters. 


This is also a way to deepen relations with one 
another as we make new friends. The 
Ensemble is invited to participate on Opening 
Sunday. Come, be a part of this on a regular 
basis. The more, the merrier…. 


Please see Weekly Updates for rehearsal 
schedules. 


Yours in harmony, 


HOPE


Sierra Club Beyond Coal Task Force 
Wednesday, September 13, 7–9 p.m. 

This month, come to UUCCN to meet the 
Sierra Club Beyond Coal Task Force and 
be part of this successful campaign! The 
group meets the second Wednesday of 
the month to address environmental 
issues with a focus on renewable energy. 
Hope to see you there! 

http://LongIslandActionEvents.org
http://LIPC.org
http://www.sierraclub.org
http://www.sierraclub.org


 

Look who’s in the Families 
section of the September 
2017 issue of UU World 
magazine! Rev. HOPE’s 
daughter, Jova (second 
from right), and niece, 
Lehna, with their partners, 
Reuben and Divad 
(holding baby Simone), as 
they crossed the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge during the 
Marching in the Arc of 
Justice Conference. The 
annual pilgrimage is 
hosted by the Living 
Legacy Project 
(UULivingLegacy.org). 


UUCCN Trustee Georgiana 
Collins and her 
granddaughter, RE 
Committee Youth Member 
Shannon Keane, were 
there as well. 


At the top of the article is a 
photo of the Selma Quilt 
that is proudly displayed at 
UUA HQ in Boston.


Susan Frederick-Gray Becomes First Woman Elected UUA President 
Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, minister of the UU Congregation of Phoenix, was elected president of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association on June 24 at the UUA General Assembly. “Now the campaign is done and 
we go back to the hard work of building a new way in our faith as an association and in our congregations,” 
said Frederick-Gray in her acceptance speech. She also pointed out, “I am not the first female president of 
the UUA, but I am honored to follow her,” acknowledging Rev. Sofia Betancourt, who had served as interim 
co-president since April and is helping to launch the Commission on Institutional Change. 


Read the full story at UUA.org.


UUA News

© UU World magazine, September 2017

http://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/17_fall_families.pdf
http://www.uulivinglegacy.org/
http://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/17_fall_families.pdf
http://www.uulivinglegacy.org/
http://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/commission-institutional-change
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/susan-frederick-gray-elected-president
http://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/commission-institutional-change
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/susan-frederick-gray-elected-president


Stewardship 
Campaign 
Help us reach our $70,000 goal! 

Welcome back! We hope you had a 
wonderful and enjoyable summer. We 
certainly had pretty good weather this 
year! Now, for an update with where we 
are with our 2017-2018 Pledge Campaign.


The Stewardship Committee committed to 
a $70,000 budget for this new 
congregational year, and to date we have 
received $63,394. 


For those who have pledged,  
THANK YOU!  

At this point, we have a shortfall of about 
$6,600, but there are still a dozen 
members of the congregation who haven’t 
yet pledged. We can do this!


As we all have said many times, we can’t 
do this without all of you. If you haven’t 
submitted your pledge yet, please do so 
now. Call us, text us, email us, mail it in. 
Do whatever it takes so we can complete 
this pledge campaign and reach our 
$70,000 goal!


Thank you for all you do for our beloved 
community.


The Stewardship Committee  

Thank You, Summer 
Worship Leaders! 

We had a wonderful Summer Worship series 
thanks to all of our summer service leaders!


We also had the joy of welcoming three new 
worship leaders to this year’s roster: Adam 
Marczyk, Vin Scala, and Anna Lea Smith! 


The lineup included the UUA General Assembly 
service live-streamed from New Orleans. 
(Thanks to Elizabeth L. Gonzalez, who also led 
a worship service, for that suggestion.) 


Other leaders included Dan and Diane Cohen, 
Evelyn Kuntz and Karl Krafczek, Les and Gerri 
Forrai, Sandra Nazario, The UUCCN Ad Hoc 
Ensemble and the Congregation led by 
Michael Sansonia and me. 


Services were followed by lively conversation 
and light refreshments. Music for each service 
was provided by Michael Sansonia or Annie 
Lebeaux. 


It’s not too early to start noting a sermon topic 
that you’d like to lead next summer. It’s also a 
good time to consider joining the Worship 
Committee if you haven’t yet done so. Let’s 
talk. Worship is an integral part of the spiritual 
life of the congregation, and I couldn’t be 
happier to know that this is a ministry that we 
take seriously. Our spiritual lives and pastoral 
needs don’t take a break just because it’s 
summer. 


I extend a heartfelt thank-you to each worship 
leader, and to each person who served as a 
worship associate. I also thank all those who 
attended services. It is good to know that 
UUCCN offers high-quality worship 
throughout the year. 


Yours, HOPE 

C
halice art courtesy U

U
ABQ

Gerri Forrai  
516-567-1066 
gerriforrai@gmail.com

Anita Coddington  
516-581-2603 
anitagesky@aol.com

The UUCCN Book Group meets monthly at Evelyn Kuntz’s 
home in Williston Park. We try to stay abreast of current 

literature, read some biographies, look at many cultures, and 
enjoy the camaraderie while we do so. All are welcome!  
Contact Evelyn to join (uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com).

http://uuabq.com/
http://uuabq.com/
mailto:gerriforrai@gmail.com
http://www.uua.org/ga
mailto:gerriforrai@gmail.com
mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
mailto:anitagesky@aol.com
mailto:anitagesky@aol.com


 

 
If Labor Day just passed, how long will it be 
before it’s time for PUMPKINS? Hardly any at 
all! Our beautiful pumpkins were planted by the 
Navajo in New Mexico, and will be arriving 
Saturday, September 30, at 9 a.m. 


We need at least 30 volunteers to help 
unload the pumpkins from the truck. Please 
save the date and bring your friends, family, 
neighbors, kids, teens—anyone you know—to 
help. Service credit certificates will be given on 
request.


We are again partnering with Pumpkin Patch 
Fundraisers, which leases Navajo land and 
hires hundreds of Navajo workers for their 

harvests. They send us thousands of pumpkins 
using the honor system. At the end of the  

 
 

 
month, we keep 40 percent of the sales and 
send PPF the balance.


This is our most successful fundraiser each 
year, and we need your help to continue the 
success! Please sign up for as many shifts as 
you can—there are many ways to help.


See you in the Patch!

Patsy Kaplan, Pumpkin Patch Coordinator  




Join us for Apple Pie Sundays!
Starting September 24, we need volunteers 
to peel and slice apples after each Sunday 
Service so that we can bake delicious apple 
pies to sell at the Pumpkin Patch. Join us! 

Anna Lea Smith

The Pumpkins Are Coming!

Photos, from top: Courtesy of Pumpkin Patch Fundraisers; Fernando Riviera (2) 

http://www.PumpkinsUSA.com
http://www.PumpkinsUSA.com


 

LIAC Day 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 

9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
UU Fellowship at Stony Brook 

380 Nicolls Rd., East Setauket, NY 


Workshops on: 
Leadership, Membership, Religious Education, 

Adult Programs, Social Justice,  
Stewardship, Conflict Transformation,  

Communications, Worship 

Register here: http://tinyurl.com/LIAC092017 
 
 

Cost: $20 (includes breakfast and lunch)  
For more information, contact: Rev. Linda Anderson at revlin23@gmail.com

http://tinyurl.com/LIAC092017
http://revlin23@gmail.com


	

	

Saturday,	September	30,	2017	
	

Meet	at	10:00	A.M.	
Breakfast	and	brief	service	
North	Fork	UU	Fellowship	

1590	Main	Road,	Jamesport,	NY		
	

Apple	Picking	at	11:00	A.M.		
Wickham	Farms	in	Cutchogue,	NY	

*Special	rate	for	LIAC*		
	

Explore	the	North	Fork	in	the	Afternoon	

For	more	information,	please	contact:		
David	Silver	at	

ds60210@gmail.com	

Families & Friends  
Welcome! 



Garden Stage 
Live music up close & personal 

The Garden Stage Coffeehouse is located at the  
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau 

223 Stewart Avenue, Garden City, NY / 516-248-8855 

Tickets: $20 in advance, or $22 at the door 
Shows start at 8:30 p.m., preceded by open mic at 7:30 (signups at 7:00).  

Enjoy delicious homemade desserts during intermission. 

For reservations, email reservations@gardenstage.com or call 516-248-8891

Oct. 6Friday



9/10 11 a.m. Opening Sunday Service: “Water Flows”

12 p.m. Welcome Back Luncheon, RE Registration,  
Teacher Orientation

9/16 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. LIAC Day at Stonybrook Congregation

9/13 7 p.m. Sierra Club Beyond Coal Task Force at UUCCN

9/17 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

11 a.m. First Day of RE Classes

3 p.m. LIAC Meeting in Bridgehampton

9/19 7 p.m. Board Meeting

9/30 9 a.m. Pumpkin Patch Delivery #1 / Patch Opening

10 a.m. LIAC Apple Picking Outing, Jamesport Congregation

10/1 9:30 a.m. Adult Education Class

11 a.m. RE Social Action Sunday

10/6 8:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Reggie Harris & Greg Greenway

10/14 9 a.m. Pumpkin Patch Delivery #2

10/15 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

10/19 7 p.m. Board Meeting

Upcoming Events

Advance 
The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 
www.uuccn.org 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz, and John Roleke, Co-Presidents 
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus

Patsy Kaplan, Vice President

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor

David Silver, Director of Religious Education

Michael Sansonia, Music Director 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister

Maria Sutton, Administrator

Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor


http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.uuccn.org

