
 

Dear UUCCN: 

The season is changing…. Though I love 
summer and dread the coming of winter, I am 
ready for change. A chill in the air. The warm 
days, the cool nights. The leaves are changing 
and have begun to swirl all around me. The 
colors of my world are changing. The times 
they are indeed a-changing.


We find ourselves adapting to life all around us 
that is in flux because of change. And in a way, 
this is a microcosm of our world. Change is not 
necessarily good. Change is not necessarily 
bad…. Change simply is. It allows us to grow 
and stretch in new ways. Things are changing
—or more precisely, things have changed—and 
we are now coping with change. We are rising 
up to face the challenges before us. This is an 
extraordinary time when we are coming 
together in new ways. Making connections. 
And interconnections. Looking at our world 
through new eyes, new perspectives. 


As a Minister who is consciously engaged in 
shifting culture, I am often surprised at the new 
lessons that I have learned, and continue to 
learn, along the way. This demands that I am 
willing to do far more than to simply tolerate 
change. It means being willing to embrace 
change. Being curious. Wanting to know what 
really is happening. And why? Wanting to 
understand, as best I can. 


Like many of you, I learned as a child of a 
courageous explorer who sailed across the 
Atlantic Ocean in 1492. I even learned that he 

ended up “discovering” my country, Jamaica. 
Now I know so much more…. Even as we 
celebrate the Patch here at the corner of 
Nassau and Stewart, even as we celebrate our 
relationship with the Navajo Nation—we might 
want to recall that the pumpkins were here long 
before Columbus arrived. The People were 
here long before Columbus “discovered” them.


I often wonder what relevance looking at old 
lessons in new ways has for UUCCN, as a 
community, as individuals. This is a 
complicated history in so many areas—a 
history that is being re-written, re-learned, 
discovered, and uncovered. That history 
mirrors what we at UUCCN should look at and 
reflect on.


October just might be a good month to take a 
keen look at the world around us. Who knows? 
We just might discover some new reasons to 
honor and to celebrate a shared global history 
by looking at the world through new lenses. 
With new understandings come fresh 
perspectives. As I celebrate Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day 2017, I will honor the People on 
whose land I now inhabit. I will be adaptive as I 
celebrate new holidays—and holy days—
including Día de la Raza, Bartolomé Day, and 
more. 


Yes, change happens….




Advance 
                UU Congregation of Central Nassau  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High Hopes… A Note from the 
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister 

BYOL* in the Minister’s Office 
Thursday, October 12, at 1:30 p.m.  

Pack a lunch. Bring a drink. Come spend time 
having rich conversation that we don’t usually  
have time for during Sweet Tooth Fellowship  
Hour. This is an informal open group that  
welcomes newcomers. (*Bring Your Own Lunch)




Co-Presidents Corner 
          

                   Community  

It’s Pumpkin Patch time! This is a special time 
in our year where our community invites the 
surrounding community to enjoy our grounds, 
support UUCCN, and the Navajo Nation. 
People could buy pumpkins almost anywhere 
this October, but year after year they return to 
UUCCN, and we know it’s because of you—our 
community. There’s that special feeling, our 
shared values, our shared interest in living the 
seven principles that brings us together and is 
evident to others when they visit here. We’re so 
well known for the pumpkins that many in 
Garden City refer to UUCCN as the Pumpkin 
church. (It’s certainly easier to say then 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central 
Nassau!)


Thank you for your time helping with the 
pumpkins. Thank you for showing the world 
that we’re a community that works together—
like we do when we help with Breakfast Runs 
to serve those in need, or stand up for 
immigrants’ rights, or hold one another in our 
thoughts and actions. 


Where our community gathers is important. 
Some improvements are on the way—better 
lighting in Frantz Hall—and other potential 
improvements need some more thought and 
feedback, such as improving the entrance to 
UUCCN, making where we welcome members 
and visitors look and function better. We’re 
asking for your help on this. Would you join a 
team focused on this? 


UUCCN also rents our facility to other groups, 
most prominently the Little People’s Play 
School. If you know of a group that needs a 
meeting space, let us know.


Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz & John Roleke 
Co-Presidents, UUCCN 

 

Lessons Learned


By Damon Governa, Intern Minister 

As I explore the world’s religious traditions, I’ve 
often been drawn to concepts and practices 
from Judaism, given my maternal heritage. 
There’s something about the idea of being 
Jewish by birth that leaves me feeling a need to 
come to terms with how it fits into my life.

I had the opportunity at UU Congregation of 
the Great South Bay last year to do a service 
on the High Holy Days, and in researching the 
sermon, I got to learn more about Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur than I’d ever 
known. What’s causing me to comment on this 
now, though, is my experiencing them 
differently this year given my current 
circumstances.


Rosh Hashanah means “head of the year,” or 
start of the New Year. And as ancient people 

Sermons 
Oct. 1 The Ripple Effect in the Patch 

Rev. HOPE, Michael Sansonia, and 
David Silver 


Oct. 8 Peace, Pumpkins, and the Planet  
George Povall, Founder, All Our Energy


Oct. 15 Touching on Forgiveness 
Damon Governa, Michael Sansonia, and 
David Silver


Oct. 22 Peace Begins Within 
Rev. HOPE, Michael Sansonia, and 
David Silver


Oct. 29 Love the Hell Out of This World 
Matt Meyer, Michael Sansonia, and 
David Silver 

Leaf chalice: OakcliffUU.org; river chalice: UUABQ.com 

http://www.oakcliffuu.org
http://uuabq.com
http://www.allourenergy.com/
http://www.allourenergy.com/
http://www.oakcliffuu.org
http://uuabq.com


were aware (more acutely, it seems, than we 
moderns) that we’re not in charge of the 
universe, most traditions recognize the end of a 
year with some form of asking God for a 
renewal of “their lease,” either communally or 
individually. In Judaism, this begins the 10 
Days of Awe, in which the people confess the 
wrongs they’ve done throughout the previous 
year and resolve to try to do better in the next.


I can’t help but think about this in terms of my 
ministerial experiences thus far and my now 
entering into this internship. There are certainly 
things I can recognize that I’ve gotten wrong, 
and I’m sure that there are other wrongs that I 
can’t even yet recognize. I don’t mean 
“wrongs” in the sense of conscious selfishness 
or willful rebellion against the Infinite, but 
simply the ways in which I may have been 
something other than helpful, due to ignorance 
or a lack in experience. To sin really just means 
to miss the mark, so I know I’ve got some sins 
to confess. 


This internship affords me the possibility of 
redemption and atonement—a chance to cast 
off the mistakes I’ve made and to learn 
something more useful. Many thanks to Rev. 
Hope and to all of you for offering such a 
warm, non-threatening environment in which to 
do so!


Shanah Tovah! (Have a good year!) 

Damon 

When asked, one of the main reasons people 
say they look for a religious community is to 
get to know more community. With that in 
mind, our Religious Education program will be 
looking to create more community at every 
opportunity.


For our children and youth: We’re going to try 
to create a little bit of Sophia Fahs Summer 
Camp all year long—a chance for kids of all 
ages to learn together on Sunday mornings. 
For those familiar with Fahs, think of the Circle 
Groups at camp. For those less familiar, it’s a 
chance for all ages to work together. So many 
of us live our days mostly interacting with 
people about our same age. First graders are 
with first graders, and 12th graders are with 
12th graders. It stretches a bit in college, and 
maybe a little bit more in the work world, but 
usually not a lot more. Religious community is 
a place of belonging where we get to stitch 
together more and more people—to know one 
another and to grow together. To accomplish 
the goal of an intentional loving community 
across the ages.


All children and youth will learn together during 
our many Social Action Sundays (SAS) planned 
during the year. The first SAS takes place on 
October 1, where the program will support 
Smile in a Bag, an organization that provides 
gift bags for hospitalized children at NYU 
Winthrop Children’s Medical Center. Other 
planned social action activities will include 
community cleanups, year-round food drives, 
winter clothing collections, and working to feed 
the homeless on Long Island and in New York 
City. Everyone will also be working together to 
create a youth-led Multigenerational Service 
taking place on November 19, the first of 
several planned throughout the year.


For our adults: I am working on expanding 
and deepening our Adult Religious Education 
opportunities. Take a serious look at my small 
groups program. It’s the easiest way to connect 
with more and more people every month, 
outside of Sweet Tooth. And in the spirit of 
deepening connections with one another, I will 
offer these opportunities to gather before 
services at least once a month. Our first adult 
education program takes place on October 1 
and is titled: Why it’s so hard to admit you 
are wrong and the right way to say I’m sorry.


Upcoming topics for my Adult RE programs:


From Age-ing to Sage-ing A different 
approach to growing older


All About Proverbs How politicians use the 
Bible to promote social policies


Religious Education
By David Silver

http://www.winthrop.org/pediatrics
http://www.winthrop.org/pediatrics


Parenting 101 What parents say and what we 
really mean in trying to raise lifelong UU’s


How to Make the Most Out of Hard Times 

A Recipe for Happiness 

Maintaining an Attitude of Gratitude 

Adult programs take place on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. A light breakfast and 
good conversation can be expected. And if you 
have an idea for a program topic, please share 
it with me.


David Silver  
Director of Religious Education  

     

     Social Action Ministry 
                 By Peggy Lyons 

“When the power of love overcomes the love 
of power, the world will know peace.”  

—Jimi Hendrix 

Sierra Club Meeting: Wednesday,  
October 11, from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 1.  
This group meets on the second Wednesday 
of every month. We are continuing to chip 
away at the Big Oil control of energy and the 
related contamination of our air, land, and 
water in this country by promoting a transition 
to renewable energy. For our state, this means 
creating offshore wind (OSW) farms on a 


massive scale. (This is in addition to solar, 
geothermal, and other renewable energy 
sources.) So far, two OSW sites off Long Island 
have been approved. 


This group is a powerhouse of dedicated 
people facilitated by Shay O’Reilly, the local 
Sierra Club organizer. We are laser-focused on 
OSW development and we participate in many 
events together. It’s a great group of people 
and a great place to learn. One of our next 
projects is to reach out to local colleges. Thank 
you, Doris Muench and Chris Ross, for all your 
support and participation. And thank you, 
Shay, for the wonderful food and the 
homemade pear-and-ginger pie.


Hurricane Survivor Support 
We are looking into ways to send financial 
support to the victims of Hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma, and Jose. We are trying to find ways of 
raising money and the best places to receive 
our donations. Stay tuned…

One of the results of climate change is more 
frequent and extreme weather events, and we 
are witnessing these hurricanes, droughts, 
floods, and fires all too frequently lately. 


Many Paths to Peace and Opportunities 
for Social Action  
The Sierra Club that UUCCN hosts is one of 
many groups trying to save the world from 
massive species extinction, climate chaos/
extreme weather events, erosion of democracy, 
discrimination, racism, and endless war over 
limited resources. “Saving the world” and 
“restoring democracy” are not hyperboles. 
Follow your heart and find your passion! In 
addition to what we offer at UUCCN, there are 

  This month’s RE dates of note: 

 Oct. 1 Smile in a Bag Social Action Sunday


 Oct. 8 No RE Class (Columbus Day 
Weekend)


 Oct. 29 Halloween Party


October 29 during RE class 

Come in costume! Enjoy crafts,  
games, and prizes! Then march in  

the parade into Frantz Hall and collect 
money for Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF.

Halloween Par+,!

https://www.unicefusa.org/trick-or-treat
http://www.sierraclub.org/
https://www.unicefusa.org/trick-or-treat


many wonderful groups nearby. It’s easy to get 
weekly emails that keep you informed of local 
progressive events:


• For a list of social justice meetings/events, 
check out LongIslandActionEvents.org and 
join the Long Island Progressive Coalition  
e-list at LIPC.org for local listings.


• For the UU events sponsored by local 
congregations, email OBeirne@liacuu.org 
and ask to be included in the weekly email 
announcements.


Social Action Here at Our UUCCN Home  
See you at the Patch…for the hard work, 
camaraderie, and community-building that has 
become a cornerstone of our financial 
sustenance, our identity, and our devotion to 
our spiritual home. Welcome, Fred Trapini, all 
the way from California! Thank you in advance 
to you and Patsy Kaplan for all your countless 
acts of love, devotion, leadership, and 
generosity to UUCCN and the community. Let’s 
all follow in their footsteps and sign up for at 
least four shifts at the Patch. It’s fun! And good 
for the soul. 

Our Tapestry of Love in Action 
We all bring our diverse passions and beloved 
causes to UUCCN. Let’s support one another, 
learn from one another, and bring all our 
dreams to the table to create a unique and 
beautiful tapestry of love in action to hang as 
our banner in the world.  
“I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do 
everything, but I can do something. And 
because I cannot do everything, I will not  
refuse to do the something that I can do.” 
                              ―Edward Everett Hale


Yours in Peace, Pumpkins, and the Planet,


Peggy Lyons 
Social Action Chair  

   • Building & Grounds 

   • Denominational Affairs 

   • Finance 

   • Hospitality 

   • Mallette Art Gallery 

   • Membership 

   • Music 

   • Newsletter 

   • Publicity 

   • Religious Education 

   • Social Justice 

   • Small Group Ministry 

   • Stewardship 

   • Ways & Means 

   • Worship Arts 

Share Your Talents With UUCCN! 
Find out more about our many groups:

The UUCCN Book Group meets monthly 
at Evelyn Kuntz’s home in Williston Park. We 
try to stay abreast of current literature, read 

some biographies, look at many cultures, and 
enjoy the camaraderie while we do so. All are 

welcome! Contact Evelyn to join 
(uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com).

There will be Ad Hoc Music Ensemble this Sunday. 
Rehearse at 10 a.m. Perform during Service, at 11. 

Come sing, come play. Even if you think you’re  
not good enough. ESPECIALLY if you think  

you’re not good enough.


mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
http://LongIslandActionEvents.org
http://LIPC.org
mailto:OBeirne@liacuu.org
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8183.Edward_Everett_Hale
mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com


Last December, our congregation lost a wonderful friend. Georgia Bertcher, 
former UUCCN president, passed away in her Florida home at the age of 
85. May she rest in peace with her husband, Dr. Robert Bertcher, and her 
sons, William and Richard Rossi. We were very touched to find out that 
Georgia left a legacy gift to UUCCN. And we all know her legacy goes way 
beyond this generous gift. Here, some friends share their memories of a 
great leader, peacemaker, healer, teacher, mentor, artist, and companion.


Don’t Be Afraid of Changing 
By Dave Coddington 

Anita and I visited Georgia and her husband, 
Bob, in Gainesville six years ago. She was still 
very active in Unitarian Universalism and was 
running for leadership. “I’m trying to jump from 
the frying pan into the fire!” she told us. 


And this is exactly what I did over a decade 
ago, when Georgia persuaded me to take over 
as UUCCN president after her. Of course, she 
didn’t let me do it alone. “Don’t worry,” she 
said. “I’ll be there a whole year. I’ll be your 
mentor.” She helped me run things that first 
year, and I slowly got the knack. 


Georgia was a very good, very generous 
person. One of our best congregational 
presidents. She had a soul-filled relationship 
with the congregation. She had the ability to 
speak to anyone in the congregation and be a 
voice for them. 


One of her best abilities was to be a great 
listener. I was part of the board when she was 
still president, and at the time, the congre-
gation had been somewhat divided and was 
just beginning to transition to a new minister. 
Georgia was able to bring everybody together 
and bring understanding to our congregation.


Georgia was dynamic in a lot of ways. All her 
skills—she was a nurse, a teacher, a painter—
came together in a very unique way. She had a 
kind and progressive style people could relate 
to. She was very much a part of the 
congregation. She hosted wonderful dinners 

and she was the heart of the Wednesday Art 
Group at UUCCN. 


Bob was also a part of the family although he 
was not a formal member of UUCCN. He was 
very supportive of our congregation and came 
to many of our functions. After 9/11, I 
convinced him to donate to our spring auction 
several copies of a beautiful photograph that 
he took of the Twin Towers with the Woolworth 
Building in the background and a sailboat 
gliding by. One is framed on my wall to this 
day. I also sort of inherited one of their son’s 
guitars. Georgia had donated it to the church 
fair after he died. I played it and decided I’d like 
to buy it. She heard this and said, “This was 
my son’s guitar. It took a lot to bring it here.” I 
still have it.


During her terms as president, Georgia truly 
took on the responsibilities of a leader. She did 
a lot of work and was very organized in her 
approach to everything. Among her many 
accomplishments was bringing UUCCN back 
into good standing with the national UU 
Association, and we have since reaped a lot of 
benefits from this, both locally and districtwide. 
She was a very big part of why we have Hope 
Johnson as minister! She also started the rental 
arrangement with the Little People’s Play 
School 15 years ago. 


And, as I mentioned earlier, she twisted my arm 
until I agreed to be president. Georgia 
appreciated people who had an opinion and 
voiced it. She encouraged me to be a little 
more like that. When I was president, we were 
trying to figure out how to raise money. A guy 
came to the church one day and said he’d pay 
$2,000 a month to put a cell phone tower on 
our property. Jaws dropped when I passed this 

Have memories to share about Georgia Bertcher? Please email them to Maria at uuccn@aol.com. 

Remembering Georgia Bertcher 
Beloved Former UUCCN President 

mailto:uuccn@aol.com
mailto:uuccn@aol.com


along at the board meeting
—I was suggesting a 500-
foot tower on the property. 
Well, that didn’t go over 
well. And I said, “Okay, then 
we need to think outside 
the box.” And Patsy Kaplan 
came up with the Pumpkin 
Patch, still our biggest 

fundraiser today. That’s what Georgia would  
do—give license to new ideas.


Her best advice? Don’t be afraid of changing. 
Go with what your gut feels is right. 

Georgia was loved by the entire UUCCN 
congregation. We used to have a retreat every 
spring on Shelter Island. At Georgia’s last 
retreat as president, all the members who went 
were sitting around a huge campfire, and when 
she approached, they all applauded. 


Today, we’re still applauding Georgia, as we 
thank her for sharing her unconditional love for 
UUCCN.


Gentle Radiance 
By Les and Gerri Ferrai 

Gerri and I remember Georgia in the best 
possible way. We often pass the house 
that she used to live in and always say, 
“There is Georgia’s house.” 


I served on the Board of Trustees as vice 
president when Georgia became president 
of our congregation. We worked very 
closely together talking on the phone at 
least two or three times a week to solve 
the congregational issues, which were 
quite a few at the time. She was a strong 
leader and very logical and always kind. 
She always listened to all sides of an issue 
before making a decision. 


The best part of Georgia was her 
willingness to serve the congregation in 
any way that was needed. Georgia and 
her husband, Bob, frequently had get-
togethers at their home, which were warm 
and friendly. Gerri and I will always 
remember her radiant smile and gentle 
nature. It was really an honor to have been 
associated with her.

Love Is a Living Legacy 
By Rev. HOPE 

	 

I met Georgia when I first came to UUCCN. 
She had a very strong presence, and 
exuded a no-nonsense way of being, yet 
she was loving, kind, creative, and 
wonderful in every way. Her integrity was 
without question. 


Georgia’s integrity, stick-to-it-ive-ness, and 
love for UUCCN are a huge part of her 
legacy to us. 

	 

One day, I walked into my office and a 
beautiful oil painting was hung up on the 
wall. Georgia knew of my love of sunflowers 
and made me a painting of one. I simply 
couldn’t believe my eyes. She found a way 
to surprise me, to express her love and 
caring for me as she filled my heart with joy! 
I recall excitedly showing it to the entire 
Board and Georgia was thrilled.


We stayed in close touch after she left 
UUCCN. She called on me when she 
suffered losses—her son and husband. I 
was inspired by her graciousness coupled 
with her determination not to give up on 
life. 


I loved Georgia and appreciated her faith 
and trust in me and my leadership. I miss 
her. 




Dear Members and Friends, 

Slowly, we are receiving additional pledges, but still have not reached our 
budgeted goal of $70,000.


We have a shortfall of $4,000, and we would ask those members who have not 
yet committed to a pledge to please do so. We would like to remind all 
members that the minimum pledge per member per year is $250. If you have a 
personal financial problem which prevents you from pledging, please contact 
Rev. Hope Johnson to discuss your issues. 


Let’s live up to our congregational campaign theme: 

Our congregation belongs to all of us, and we must make sure that we keep 
our building open, pay all of our obligations, and support our staff. With your 
financial participation, that can easily be accomplished. 


It is with great pleasure that Anita and I announce that our Co-President John 
Roleke and Intern Minister, Damon Governa, have joined the Stewardship 
Committee for the coming year. Their expertise and new ideas will only 
enhance the goals of our committee, and we look forward to their input. 


 
Submitted by the Stewardship Committee Chairs: 


 
Anita Coddington  
516-581-2603 
anitagesky@aol.com 

UUCCN Stewardship Drive  
2017–2018 

Chalice illustration: uucqc.org

Building a Culture of Generosity and Commitment

Gerri Forrai  
516-567-1066  
gerriforrai@gmail.com

http://uucqc.org
http://uucqc.org


What Good Is a Pumpkin? 

Just in case you haven’t heard… Pumpkins will 
be gracing the UUCCN lawn from September 
30 through Halloween, October 31. As many of 
you know, the pumpkins come from New 
Mexico and are planted and harvested on a 
Navajo Indian reservation by Pumpkins USA in 
cooperation with the Navajo Nation. The 
organization employs more than 700 Native 
Americans during the harvest season, in an 
area where unemployment is over 40 percent.


All of the pumpkins that come to us are on 
consignment and we pay only for the  
pumpkins we sell. Our bill is not due until mid-
November. We receive 40 percent of our total 
sales. And this requires a lot of work from us.

 

So, yes, we do need help in the Pumpkin 
Patch, and I hope you will make time to help 
with this fundraiser, which is a win-win-win for 
all of us: the Navajos, UUCCN, and Pumpkins 
USA. You’ll be able to meet some of our 
Garden City neighbors as well as hang out with 
UUCCN members and friends and get to know 
them in a new way. And you’ll be contributing 
to the Navajo. What could be better?


Volunteers are needed in the Patch every day 
in October for the following shifts:


11 a.m. to 2 p.m 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Look for the signup sheet on the front door, 
and please do as many shifts as you can. We 
also would love people to be story readers/
storytellers on weekends. And as always, we 
need help unloading the trucks. Deliveries are 
these Saturdays at 9 a.m.: September 30, 
October 7, and (tentatively) October 21.


What’s New in the Patch? 

Aside from what we’ve always done for the 
last 12 years (are we really starting our 13th 
year?!), there are some new things this year! 


• Pumpkins USA is sponsoring a Pumpkin 
Carving Contest. The winner will receive 
$10,000. (That is not a typo!). The deadline is 
November 1. So tell your friends, family, 
neighbors, cousins, in-laws (and yourself) to 
get that creative side ready! If the winner 
comes from a UUCCN pumpkin purchase, 
we will receive $1,000. Find more details on 
Pumpkins USA Facebook page.


 

• Calling all photographers! Take a beautiful 

photo of our Patch for us to send in to 
Pumpkins USA we may win a prize.


• We purchased a new cash register, which 
will make working at the sales table in the 
Pumpkin Patch much easier. No more adding 
up the totals for pumpkins, flowers, and 
UUCCN items.  


 

• Our friend Matt Meyer may make an 

appearance and drum after he guest-
preaches on Sunday, October 29.


 

• For the seventh year at the Patch, Diane 

Turcic will be making her beautiful Pink 
Pumpkins, with 100 percent of the profits 
going to a breast cancer support 
organization. This year, she will have face 
painting and a pink cotton candy machine! 
Make sure you stop by on October 8.


• Willie Nazario will be grilling up hot dogs on 
weekends starting about 11 a.m. till 
early afternoon. 


 

Come on by. It should be a great year!!  


Patsy Kaplan, Pumpkin Patch Coordinator 

It’s Lucky 13 for the Pumpkin Patch!

Pink Pumpkins at the 2016 Patch.

Photo by Patsy K
aplan.

https://www.pumpkinsusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/carvingcontest/


										

News & Events from the  
Greater UU Community

UpStander Training: Tuesday, October 10, 
UU Shelter Rock Social Hall, 7:30–9:30 p.m. 
When confronted by biased remarks, how do 
you respond? How would you respond if you 
witnessed hate-based harassment? In these 
times of rising hate and attacks on people of 
color, Muslims, and LGBTQ people, we cannot 
stand on the sidelines. During this two-hour 
training presented by the Center for Anti-
Violence Education, you will learn how to move 
from being a bystander to becoming an 
upstander. For adults and youth 16 and older, 
registration is $20 per person. Class will be 
canceled if we do not have 15 registrations by 
October 4. To register, contact Sharyn Esposito 
(516-472-2960/sesposito@uucsr.org).


CONfetti Youth Conference 
October 20–22, UU Shelter Rock 
This regional event is a social con for youth in 
grades 9 to 12. UU youth from different 
congregations come together for a weekend of 
worship, workshops, and fun! $30 per youth; 
free for sponsors. Register by October 18. 
There is also a Day Pass option. 


DRUUMM: Sunday, October 20–22, Lanoka 
Harbor, Lacey Township, NJ 
Calling all people of color! Diverse 
Revolutionary Unitarian Universalist 
Multicultural Ministries (DRUUMM) is hosting 
their Annual Gathering at Murray Grove Retreat 
and Renewal Center in Lanoka Harbor, New 
Jersey. Join people of color across the country 
for worship, fellowship, conversation, and 
community.


A Person of Moral Courage: Fawzia Koofi 
Sunday, October 22, UU Shelter Rock 
Worship Room, 1:30 p.m.  
Come hear Afghanistan’s first female Deputy 
Parliament Speaker and author of the best-
seller The Favored Daughter speak about her 
country, the Taliban, the impact of American 
intervention, and a vision to end the civil war. 
$5 suggested donation. Open to all. 

UUA Statement on Decision to End DACA 
By Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, UUA president, 
and Thomas Andrews, UU Service Committee 
president and CEO 

“As leaders in faith and human rights, and 
working jointly through the Love Resists 
campaign to protect communities targeted by 
hate, we are appalled by the Trump 
administration’s announcement to end the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program. DACA has provided protections from 
deportations and the ability to work and attend 
school for more than 800,000 young 
immigrants. The United States is home to these 
brave people.


“Taking away DREAMers’ legal status and 
leaving them vulnerable to deportation is 
immoral and wrong. DREAMers are not 
bargaining chips to be used for political gain, 
and the further criminalization and persecution 
of the broader immigrant community is 
disgraceful. These individuals are not statistics; 
they are students, doctors, and veterans, they 
are hardworking members and leaders of 
communities, they are parents, friends, 
neighbors and loved ones. Tearing our 
communities apart makes no one safer….


Join us for Apple Pie Sundays!
Every Sunday in October, we need volunteers to peel and slice 
apples after Service so that we can bake delicious apple pies to 
sell at the Pumpkin Patch. Please bring your own peelers.  
          Thank you! —Anna Lea Smith

Last year, RE students volunteered with Anna Lea Smith and Anita Coddington 
making apple pies to sell at the Pumpkin Patch. (Photo: Fernando Riviera)

“To all those directly affected by this decision, 
we recognize your humanity. You are part of the 
United States. We will defend your right to stay. 
We will continue to resist with you in the spirit of 
love and freedom.” Read the full statement at 
UUA.org.

https://caeny.org/
https://caeny.org/
http://uucsrweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?page=3450&occurrenceId=3014&profileId=6108
mailto:sesposito@uucsr.org
http://www.uua.org/central-east/events/youth/mnyshelterrockcon1017?month=2017-10
http://druumm.onefireplace.org/
http://druumm.onefireplace.org/Annual-Gathering-2017
http://www.uua.org/
https://www.uusc.org/
https://www.uua.org/loveresists
http://UUA.org
http://UUA.org


Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Central 

Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 

Garden City, NY  11530 
(516) 248-8855 

Friday, October 6th $20 Adv/$22 Door 

Greg Greenway & Reggie Harris  ~  Deeper Than The Skin 
 

Greg Greenway with longtime friend, Reggie Harris are performing their Deeper Than The 
Skin show on Friday October 6th at the Garden Stage.    Deeper Than The Skin is a concert / 
presentation that explores their unique history as a White man from the capital of the 
Confederacy and a Black man whose maternal ancestor was a slave on a plantation just 
outside of Richmond. They have built a bridge between their lives through thirty years of 
friendship, shared goals, and a passion to build community. It’s an electric musical 
presentation.  To read more about Deeper Than The Skin check out their page. 

https://c9tuning.wordpress.com/deeper-than-the-skin/ 

 

Greg Greenway has been described as “one of the strongest, and finest 
voices in folk music.” The Boston Globe wrote, “Confessional one 
moment, rambunctiously disarming the next, few modern folk singers 
can own a coffeehouse stage as completely as Greenway.”   Musically, his 
guitar, piano, and ukulele reflect inspiration from all over the map–gospel, 
rock, blues, Jazz, and world music.  But his center is in the singer/songwriter 
tradition that traces it roots all the way back to the social awareness of 
Woody Guthrie.   
 

Reggie Harris, a songwriter of great 
depth & passion, Reggie writes from a 
personal sense of mission that merges 
a world view full of wisdom with a 
singularly hopeful stance that life, 

though often challenging, is filled with possibility and hope. His songs 
reveal thoughts about life and love and some of the deep aspects of the 
human experience, and cover topics ranging from his own personal 
journey to world issues and history.   
 

All shows 8:30 with Open Mike 7:30        (Sign up for open mic starts at 7:00) 
2017-18 Garden Stage Season 

November 3, 2017     Brother Sun 
December 1, 2017      Steven Pelland Music  
January 5, 2018     Nancy Beaudette 
February 2, 2018      Heather Pierson Trio 
March 2, 2018      Cole, Nakoa, and Treacher 
May 4, 2018       Sloan Wainwright & Glen Roethel 
June 1, 2018      TBA 

To add your name to the Garden Stage 
reservations list 
. 
email:   reservations@gardenstage.coms  
 
or call    516-248-8891  



 
Come join us for a fun evening to help support our congregation 

in the important work we do for the community. 
Please invite friends and family. 

We guarantee a good time will be had by all! 
 

 

LOIS MORTON 
UUCCN BENEFIT CONCERT 

 

Franz Hall 
Saturday, November 11, 2017, at 8:00 p.m. 

 
TICKETS  $20 

 

R.S.V.P. to Dave Coddington to coddingtons3@aol.com or (516) 697-6541 

If you are unable to attend, please consider making a donation. 

��
 
Lois Morton is a performing songwriter who has delighted 

audiences throughout the New York metropolitan area for the 

last few years with her abundant charm and humorous songs of 

social commentary. Reinventing herself in retirement, Lois has 

gone from being an educator and therapist to a singer-songwriter 

with a rapier wit and a surprisingly contemporary approach. 

Her show “As I See It” highlights Lois’s original, often hilarious 

songs which encourage us to laugh at ourselves, while she also 

brings to life the legendary Edith Piaf in a lecture-caberet 

program featuring songs and stories. She has released two CDs 

of original songs – “As I See It” and “20th Century Girl.” 

For more information, visit: www.loismorton.com 



Upcoming Events

Visit our website at 
UUCCN.org and  

Like us on Facebook for the 
latest news and photos!

Advance 
The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 
www.uuccn.org / www.facebook.com/uuccn 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz, and John Roleke, Co-Presidents 
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus

Patsy Kaplan, Vice President

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor

David Silver, Director of Religious Education

Michael Sansonia, Music Director 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister

Maria Sutton, Administrator

Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor


9/30 9 a.m. Pumpkin Patch Delivery #1 / Patch Opening

10 a.m. LIAC Apple Picking Outing, Jamesport Congregation

10/1 9:30 a.m. Adult Education Class, Mallette Room

10 a.m. Ad Hoc Music Ensemble Practice

11 a.m. RE Social Action Sunday: Gift Bags for Children’s Hospital

10/6 8:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Reggie Harris & Greg Greenway

10/7 9 a.m. Pumpkin Patch Delivery #2

10/12 1:30 p.m. BYOL With Rev. HOPE

10/15 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

10/19 7 p.m. Board Meeting

10/20 6 p.m. Deadline for submissions to the November ADVANCE

10/21 9 a.m. Pumpkin Patch Delivery #3 (tentative)

10/29 11:15 a.m. RE Halloween Party (during class)

11/3 8:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Brother Sun

11/11 8 p.m. UUCCN Benefit Concert: Lois Morton

http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUCCN

