
 

Dear UUCCN: 

It’s a joy to write to you from San Diego, 
California, where our Intern Minister, Damon 
Governa, and I are attending the third biannual 
UU Mosaic Makers Conference. As you know, I 
am passionate about inclusion and about 
dismantling the “isms.” 


“Why did you need to go, Rev. HOPE? You are 
already engaged in inclusion here at UUCCN, 
on Long Island, and beyond—why this? Why 
now? Why did you include our Intern Minister? 
Damon’s already an activist, who is very 
involved in matters including the addictions 
ministry. Who are the Mosaic Makers?”


Mosaic Makers focus on “multicultural 
ministries,” which is not about “browning the 
pews”; it’s about ministering in the context of a 
larger multicultural community—class, race/
ethnicity, sexual orientation/identity, gender 
and gender expression, and ability, and the 
intersections of these (social) identities. Mosaic 
Makers focus on four areas of ministry: 
Worship, Congregational Culture, Leadership, 
and Justice Ministry.


So, Damon and I are here to learn and to share 
as much as we can about how we can be truly 
welcoming of “Others.” We are here to 
celebrate Multiculturalism within Unitarian 
Universalism. We are here to share our 
experience with others from across the country, 
as part of a learning community. We are here to 
bring back new ideas for UUCCN. The 
conversations we’ve started to have at UUCCN 

regarding whether or not we should take a 
stand on one issue or another are critical. My 
hope is that we will move beyond conversation 
to action. As I often say, we can’t all be on the 
“front line.” There’s a role for each of us to play 
in making this world a better place. 


I understand that we attend UUCCN for various 
reasons. I understand that we choose to 
embrace Unitarian Universalism for various 
reasons. I understand that we don’t all come 
together to do—some of us join UUCCN to just 
be. Others join to have a place to get away to 
for even just one hour each week, where we 
can tend to matters of the spirit. The heart. The 
soul. And these reasons shift over the years. 


My hope is that UUCCN knows why it exists 
here at the corner of Nassau and Stewart. My 
further hope is that each of us is “crystal clear” 
on why we have chosen to be a part of this 
community. 


My commitment to Unitarian Universalism and 
to UUCCN includes celebrating life. At this 
season of gratitude, I am thankful to keep my 
faith in the possibility of a more inclusive world 
alive by being in community with those who 
care, including Unitarian Universalism, 
including UUCCN, including the Mosaic 
Makers. I am thankful for all that I often take for 
granted, including health, energy, strength; and 
opportunities to give, to receive and to share…. 


Blessings at Thanksgiving, and Always.
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Co-Presidents Corner            

As UUCCN’s tri-presidents, we want to thank 
everyone who offered their time and energy to 
the Pumpkin Patch fundraiser/community 
builder this year.  For everyone who peeled an 
apple or hauled a pumpkin or watered a mum, 
or worked the cash register, or counted the 
proceeds, a big thank-you from each of us to 
each of you!!


We have opened each congregational year on 
July 1 with a more mellow lay-led schedule of 
weekly summer services, followed by a 
welcome-back September and then, for the 
past 13 years, five weeks of working together 
on our biggest fundraiser to sustain our 
UUCCN community.  


As we prepare this article, at the end of 
October, Christmas trees are already appearing 
in stores, not quite decorated, but standing, 
ready to be dressed for the upcoming season. 
We are poised for the holiday season that is 
right around the corner.


Have you ever noticed how the cooler air is 
filled with a special sort of optimism and 
promise as the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays approach? Is it that we are making 
time for the appreciation of family and friends 
and stepping outside of ourselves with gifts 
and hopes of delighting one another? Topped 
off with a celebration of shared values and our 
potential for goodness.


Together, we build the optimism and promise of 
UUCCN. Tell us your ideas as we move 
forward together into 2018. As Long 
Islanders, let’s ride the waves of connection 
and community. Let’s nurture one another, and 
build our dream for justice and equity together 
on the corner of Nassau Boulevard and Stewart 
Avenue.


Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz & John Roleke 
Co-Presidents, UUCCN 

P.S. Two reminders: We are looking for 
members to join our Building Refurbishment 
Planning Team. Just tell one of us if you are 
interested. And, if you know of a group or 
individuals who may need to rent space such 
as ours, please refer them to UUCCN’s office 
administrator, Maria Sutton (516-248-8855).


The Religious Education Program is moving 
into the fall and the holiday season with many 
educational and social action programs and 
projects planned. 


The students enjoyed a Halloween celebration 
on October 29 that concluded with a costume 
parade where they collected money from the 
congregation for Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF. 
They collected $38, which buys 10 mosquito 
nets to protect children from malaria, and one 
clean-water kit.  


Sermons 
Nov. 5 The Holiday Hustle 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister  

Nov. 12 Downsizing for Growth 

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister 


Nov. 19 Thanks and Giving: Youth-Led 
Multigenerational Service 
David Silver, RE Director, and Rev. HOPE, 
Minister


Nov. 26 Abundance! 
Rev. Karyn O’Beirne, Interfaith Minister


Leaf chalice: OakcliffUU.org; RE chalice art: Milania Rivera  

 
Religious Education

By David Silver

http://www.oakcliffuu.org
https://www.unicefusa.org/trick-or-treat
http://www.oakcliffuu.org


We are looking forward to our first Youth-Led 
Multigenerational Service, on November 19, 
and the RE Committee–sponsored 
Thanksgiving Luncheon immediately after the 
service. Please look for rehearsal dates for the 
service in the weekly announcements.


Our latest Adult Education Program session, 
titled “Resilience,” took place on November 5. 
The Persian poet Hafiz said, “You carry in your 
soul every ingredient necessary to turn your 
existence into joy. All you have to do is to mix 
those ingredients.” And I think mix we can. The 
next session is on December 3 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Mallette Room. Please join us for a light 
breakfast and good conversation.


 

Lessons Learned 

By Damon Governa, Intern Minister 

Thanksgiving is my high holiday, my hands-
down favorite. And while I have to admit that’s 
partly due to all of the time I get to spend 
cooking (and eating!), it’s also because of the 
focus on gratitude. It’s so easy, especially in 
our modern, American culture, to fall prey to 
focusing on what’s missing; what’s yet to be 
done. Thanksgiving reminds me to take some 
time to appreciate what is. 


Now, there are some really wonderful things 
true about the circumstances of my life today. 
But I’m not comfortable attaching my gratitude 
to all of those circumstances—I don’t want to 
think that without them, I wouldn’t get to 
experience it. Gratitude is too wondrous to be 
dependent on conditions. The particular facts 
of my life may change, but life itself is 
something I can be grateful for until I draw my 
final breath.


I try to keep always in mind that I didn’t do 
anything to earn this miraculous gift called Life. 
It was given to me, with no conditions even 
placed on how I use it. It’s truly amazing, the 
degree to which it’s possible for me to sail 
through my days without taking time to pause 
and acknowledge the blessed fact of my 
merely getting to exist. Our human tendency is 
to not spend much attention on the value of 
simply being alive, until we’re confronted with 
moments of awareness that the gift can be 
taken from us.


When my father was battling cancer, I learned 
about the radical dietary changes that made 
profound differences in people’s recoveries—
eating all organic, cutting out sugars, switching 
to plant-based diets, et cetera. Then I was 
struck by the question: “Why do we wait till our 
lives are directly threatened to eat in a way 
that’s most conducive to life? Why not honor 
and cherish the fact of our life consistently?”


  RE Events and Programs 

Nov. 12 Religious Education Committee meeting 


Nov. 19 Youth-Led Multigenerational Service, 
followed by RE-sponsored Thanksgiving 
Luncheon


Nov. 20 Application deadline for the Coming of 
Age program (grades 7 to 9).


   
  Upcoming Social Action Opportunities 

Ongoing: Smile in a Bag donations for 
children in hospitals (suggested items: 
bubbles, books, pocket games, playing 
cards, crayons/colored pencils, small stuffed 
animals, stickers, joke books, hair 
accessories, arts and crafts items)


Holiday Mitten Tree (donate hats and  
gloves/mittens) and Toys for Tots Holiday 
Collections begin on Dec. 3.


Socks and Underwear Drive to 
support the homeless


Breakfast Run to NYC on Jan. 21


Huntington Interfaith Homeless 

River chalice: UUABQ.com

http://uuabq.com
http://uuabq.com
http://www.liacuu.org/COA/index.html
http://www.liacuu.org/COA/index.html
http://www.liacuu.org/COA/index.html
http://www.liacuu.org/COA/index.html


Have I succeeded in this entirely? No. 
However, my diet is significantly improved from 
before coming to this awareness. And I 
recognize that through the deliberate 
cultivation of gratitude for Life, I will tap into the 
motivation that will bring about further change. 
I don’t have to get it perfect, but I have to be 
willing to apply that which my spirit urges. 


Going into Thanksgiving, I can make decisions 
about my table that take this into account. How 
can I eat that actually celebrates Life, the core 
source of gratitude?


Social Action Ministry 
By Peggy Lyons 

“May we open our hearts to those we meet in 
love and compassion, so, too, may we be 

loved and comforted.” —Anonymous 

Spiritual Ministry 

George Povall, a leading Long Island 
environmental activist, returned to UUCCN on 
October 8, leading a service titled “Peace, 
Pumpkins and the Planet: Where Do We Go 
From Here?” He spoke movingly of the need to 
come together in solidarity to heal the earth, 
and to give whatever we can to help hurricane 
victims. He was touched by the beauty of the 
Pumpkin Patch and the devotion of the 
volunteers.


Environmental Justice 

Sierra Club Meeting: Wednesday,  
December 13, from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 1.  
This group meets on the second Wednesday 
of every month. We are focusing on 
community outreach/education to local 
colleges, and local communities affected by 
Sandy, including Hempstead and South Shore 
towns such as Massapequa. Please contact 

Peggy Lyons if you have any contacts in these 
towns.


Learn, break bread, and act together. Join local 
community members and UUCCN member 
volunteers Peggy Lyons, Doris Muench, Anna 
Lea Smith, and Chris Ross.


This month, I will be attending a Sierra Club 
conference in Denver with a team of four New 
York volunteers. The theme is “Equity, Inclusion 
and Justice” within the environmental 
movement. This conference addresses Sierra 
Club’s vision, shared values, and theory of 
change. It is a great honor to be selected for 
this opportunity.	

Hurricane Survivor Support 
UUCCN is organizing donation 
fund for the victims of hurricanes 
in Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The November Share the Plate will go 
to this fund.


Other Social Justice Organizations 

“Saving the world” and “restoring democracy” 
are not hyperboles. Follow your heart and find 
your passion! In addition to what we offer at 
UUCCN, there are many wonderful events and 
groups nearby. 


• For a list of social justice meetings/events, 
check out LongIslandActionEvents.org and 
join the Long Island Progressive Coalition  
e-list at LIPC.org for local listings.


• For the UU events sponsored by local 
congregations, email OBeirne@liacuu.org 
and ask to be included in the weekly email 
announcements.


• All Our Energy, hosted by George Povall, is 
currently working on their grassroots Bring 
Your Own Bag campaign to eliminate 
needless single-use plastic pollution across 
Nassau County, in addition to their off-shore 
wind and Together We Shine community 
solar campaigns. Contact info: 
info@allourenergy.com  or 516-595-WIND.  
 
On November 13 at 7 p.m., All Our Energy 
will host a free screening of Bag It: Is Your 
Life Too Plastic? at Grassroots in Glen Head.


http://sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/1435%20DEI%20Walk%2004_web.pdf
http://sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/1435%20DEI%20Walk%2004_web.pdf
http://sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/1435%20DEI%20Walk%2004_web.pdf
http://LongIslandActionEvents.org
http://LIPC.org
mailto:OBeirne@liacuu.org
http://www.allourenergy.com/
mailto:info@allourenergy.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/180867549141428/
http://grassrootsme.com/


“We are all flowers in the Great Spirit's garden.  
We share a common root, and the root is 

Mother Earth.” (Hopi Prophecy)


Peggy Lyons 
Social Action Chair       

 
Another Successful 

Pumpkin Patch! 
Many, many thanks to Pumpkin Patch 
Coordinator Patsy Kaplan and Fred Trapini 
and the selfless volunteers who gave so much 
of their time and energy unloading the trucks, 
setting up, and working the Patch. Preliminary 
figures indicate we have made our budget goal! 


And once again, we provided a great public 
face for UUCCN and a joyful tradition for our 
neighbors. Check out the December Advance 
newsletter for more details.




News & Events from the  
Greater UU Community

Interfaith Pilgrimage to support immigrant 
youth and others facing deportation, 
November 12, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Jobs with Justice is holding this event 
on Sunday, November 12, rain or shine.  It 
starts at Grace Episcopal Church (73 Cedar 
Shore Ave., Massapequa), and ends at the 
office of Congressman Peter King (1003 Park 
Blvd., Massapequa Park), where there will be a 
vigil calling for an end to deportation and the 
passage of the Federal DREAM Act that 
protects young immigrants and their families.  
For more info, visit http://bit.ly/2wApWHE, 
call 631-348-1170 ext. 304, or email 
ahalasz.lijwj@gmail.com.




Money Matters Webinar, November 13, from 
7 to 8 p.m., hosted by Central East Region 
Congregational Life staff from the Central East 
Region will host a monthly gathering of leaders 
and volunteers engaged in keeping our 
congregations financially healthy and 
sustainable. All are welcome but the targeted 
audience includes finance committee 
members, stewardship teams, treasurers, 
administrators and board members—anyone 
charged with collecting, spending, stewarding, 
or soliciting funds on behalf of the 
congregation. Visit UUA.org for details.  

UUA president Susan Frederick-Gray 
reflects on practicing our faith in the latest 
issue of UU World: 
“This is no time for a casual faith. The 
heartbreak, anger, and fear of this increasingly 
repressive time are real. The losses for 
individuals and communities are real—in 
particular communities of color, immigrants, 
trans people, people living with disabilities, 
children and families facing the loss of 
healthcare. The losses are real for all those 
impacted by the natural disasters caused by 
climate change. In this time, we need strong 
and healthy religious communities where we 
can bring our heartbreak and our anger—
beloved communities of connection and ritual 
that help us build resiliency and courage. 
Strengthening our commitment to our 
communities builds a foundation for brave and 
loving ministry and action in this time.” Read 
the full article at UUworld.org.


The UUCCN Book Group meets monthly 
at Evelyn Kuntz’s home in Williston Park. We 
stay abreast of current literature, read some 

biographies, look at many cultures, and enjoy 
the camaraderie. All are welcome! Contact 

Evelyn to join (uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com).

UUA logo: UUA.org

mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
http://UUA.org.
http://www.jwj.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rxNyj-ALYCA6gIQFvriOO9IfutREP0gdWR-3MtQL6p4s1B8cFcwjIaYKQp8N0FThd_TGiMVyQ2gthC2HI--79riM1ad0OLJ7RT180pjFzAPtT1xpBS7qreG_uvvcisaAsBiNY-PwKL6dOGuA4J1089TZhoB84S1qrUrJZn2e12z-iJLNexXUzZCqH3RXeZpLf4bXLqumDt0l2L7VqkF50igUfDlI2THAxSUVhiOl-V2r4tWpvF9lr13kKojqqbOZyN2BZ3Jji7K-QY3gDoWL_6-umcqy_Zqj&c=OJYqh-VEb4n7rGzw8r5b_aNPe4GOkuM0PLTP46sDlqUAgkiHFEmt_Q==&ch=gCOPlY5k6xSQMSx5FVri5j8UyIxFeIqFuM4ThZeDj7ZYaV9TPRiP6g==
mailto:ahalasz.lijwj@gmail.com
https://www.uua.org/central-east/events/webinars/money-matters-learning-community?month=2017-11
http://www.apple.com
http://UUworld.org
http://UUA.org.


 

Youth Led 
Multigenerational Service 

“THANKS AND GIVING” 

 
 

Honoring the work of the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

 
Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Children and youth participating in the service are asked to be at UUCCN 

the morning of the service at 10:00 a.m. for breakfast and a service rehearsal. 

 

* * * SERVICE  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWED BY* * * 
 

    The 2017 Annual 
        Thanksgiving 
           Luncheon 
                             SPONSORED BY  

     The Religious Education Committee 

    *Please bring non-perishable food donations for our food drive! 



 
garden          
stage 
2017-2018 season 

 
All shows on Friday at 8:30 p.m. with Open Mike at 7:30 p.m. 

 

November 3, 2017  Brother Sun 

December 1, 2017  Steven Pelland Music 

January 5, 2018  Nancy Beaudette 

February 2, 2018  Heather Pierson Trio 

March 2, 2018  Cole, Nakoa, and Treacher 

May 4, 2018   Sloan Wainwright and Glen Roethel 

June 1 , 2018   TBA 
  

Tickets are $20 in advance, $22 at the door 
Delicious homemade desserts available during intermission 

 
To add your name to the Garden Stage Reservations List 

Email: Reservations@GardenStage.com or Call: (516) 248-8891 
 

For more information 
Email: GardenStage@GardenStage.com 

Visit our websites: www.GardenStage.com or www.UUCCN.org��
�

������
 

 
 
  

at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN) 

223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530  

Telephone: (516) 248-8855   Website: UUCCN.org 

Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 
 



 

THE 
GARDEN CITY 
CHAMBER 
MUSIC 
SOCIETY 
2017-2018 SEASON 

�

Bruce Adolphe and Marija Stroke, Artistic Directors 
 

ALL CONCERTS ARE ON SUNDAYS AT 3:00 pm 
 

November 5, 2017  Lucas Pullin, classical guitar 
December 10, 2017 Alcott Trio 
January 14, 2018  Brentano String Quartet 
February 25, 2018  Emile Gendron, violin; Kathe Jarka, cello; 

Misha Amory, viola; Marija Stroke, piano 
March 18, 2018  The Apollo Trio 
April 15, 2018  Thomas Sauer, piano 
April 29, 2018  Gala Benefit Concert – Brofsky Cello Ensemble 
June 3, 2018   Emily Misch, soprano; Kathe Jarka, cello; 

Marija Stroke, piano 
 

TICKETS $15, STUDENT TICKETS $12 

������

THE GARDEN CITY CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
PERFORMANCES AT THE 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN) 
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530  
UUCCN Telephone: (516) 248-8855   Website: UUCCN.org 

For information (not on the day of the concert) call (212) 787-7088 
Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 



11/12 Toys for Tots Collection Kickoff

9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

10 a.m. Ad Hoc Music Ensemble Practice

11/16 7 p.m. Board Meeting

11/19 11 a.m. Youth-Led Multigenerational Service

12 p.m. Thanksgiving Luncheon

11/20 4 p.m. Deadline for December Advance Submissions

Application Deadline for Coming of Age Program

11/26 No RE Classes (Thanksgiving Break)

12/1 8:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Steven Pelland Music

12/3 9:30 a.m. Adult Education Class

12 p.m. Mitten Tree Setup

12:40 p.m. UUCCN in 20 Minutes (workshop for newcomers)

12/10 Chamber Music Concert: Alcott Trio

Upcoming Events

Advance 
The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 
www.uuccn.org / www.facebook.com/uuccn 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz, and John Roleke, Co-Presidents 
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus

Patsy Kaplan, Vice President

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor

David Silver, Director of Religious Education

Michael Sansonia, Music Director 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister

Maria Sutton, Administrator

Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor


Visit our website at 
UUCCN.org and  

Like us on Facebook for the 
latest news and photos!

http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUCCN

