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High Hopes… A Note from the
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister
“Love isn’t about what we did yesterday; it’s about
what we do today and tomorrow and the day
after.” —Grace Lee Boggs, The Next American
Revolution: Sustainable Activism
for the Twenty-First Century

Dear UUCCN:
Although time has passed since the school
shooting in Parkland, Florida, my heart
continues to break—and to ache. I wonder,
where next? When? And I wonder about the
trauma left in the wake of such violence. And I
listen to the children. And I listen to the youth.
If we adults can’t do what needs to be done,
they’ll do it.
The protests for a safer environment remind me
of what I learned happened in Alabama “back
in the day,” when children went to join the
protests by marching for justice while their
teachers focused on writing on the classroom
blackboards with their backs turned to their
students. They all knew what was happening.
Today, our children and youth know what’s
happening. Our teachers know what’s
happening too. There is no stopping justice….
And Unitarian Universalists have consistently
been on the side of love as a faith community.
But the Unitarian Universalist Association
cannot do it all.
It’s time for us to get involved in what’s going
on around our world. We don’t all have to have
the same passion, but I really do hope that we
care deeply about something that will help to
make this world a better place for all.
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We want to hear what you are passionate
about. We can also oﬀer opportunities to get
involved. Please reach out to Peggy Lyons,
Social Action Chair, to get some ideas of how
to get engaged in the work of “justice-making.”
Or get in touch with me to share your ideas. I
often find that if one person shares an idea, it is
not hard to find others who want to get
involved—this is how several programs at
UUCCN got started. And then, stay focused—
change takes time whether it is at home, in our
congregation, or in the larger world. And yes,
it’s possible to be a “change agent” in more
than one place at the same time!
Join us. Get oﬀ the sidelines and work your
way to the center. Make a diﬀerence. Join the
UUCCN team….
Let’s get busy!!!

Yours,
HOPE

Worship Services
March 4 Living Out Our Values
Damon Governa, Intern Minister
March 11 Fierce Women!!
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister
March 18 When Life Throws You a Curveball
Linda Fostek, The Crisis Planner
March 25 Unconscious Bias
Ilene Corina & Oscar Bruce, Pulse
Center for Patient Safety Education & Advocacy

Check out Rev. Hope’s article “Making Holidays Relevant Today,” in the Central East Region blog Better Together!

Co-Presidents Corner
We are honored to lead this community of
caring, lovely people who strive to do good
in this world and seek spiritual growth. If
you read the news, it sometimes seems like
such people are in short supply! We are lucky
to be together.
These last weeks of winter, we have been
inspired by the example set by the youth and
children of our world and congregation. In
Florida, how brave the teenagers of Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School! Reeling from
an attack in their classrooms, they haven’t
hidden but have stood up to speak truth to
power. To call for gun laws that the majority of
Americans favor!
And here at UUCCN, we are inspired by our
youth and families who have turned out for
service projects this winter to feed the hungry
and care for the homeless, with the Breakfast
Run and the upcoming Huntington Homeless
Initiative. Many thanks to David Silver, Director
of Religious Education, for organizing these
opportunities to serve (for details, see David’s
RE column). And to our youth, for inspiring all
to act for justice and strive for peace.
Plus, we also know how to have fun! The allages Valentine’s Social was a hit. The DJ had
everyone dancing, even Anita Coddington was
seen dancing (carefully!) on one foot. Many
thanks to Anita and David Coddington and
Janis Scianablo for organizing.
If you missed that opportunity, get set for the
annual Service Auction. A date will be
announced shortly. Please see John Roleke or
Anna Lea Smith if you would like to help
prepare for this fun event. It is a terrific
opportunity to connect socially with members
and friends, while also raising funds for
UUCCN. The best part? Sharing special
experiences with one another. Stay tuned for
more events to be announced for the spring.
In peace and love,
John Roleke & Evelyn Kuntz
UUCCN Co-Presidents

Religious Education
“Spring is the time of plans and projects.”
—Leo Tolstoy
As the calendar turns to spring this month, the
Religious Education program has a variety of
upcoming plans and projects for our children,
youth and entire congregation. We are
constantly revising our oﬀerings, so please
continue to check your UUCCN Weekly Update
emails. (Send an email to uuccn@aol.com if
you are not on the list!)
Saturday, March 10 Coming of Age Session
at UUCCN We will be hosting the LIACsponsored program this month. All are
welcome to help prepare food for the youth
and join us for dinner to learn more about this
wonderful program for UU young adults in
grades 7 to 9.
Sunday, March 11, at 9:30 a.m. Religious
Education Committee Meeting All are
welcome to attend this meeting. We are looking
for a new youth member of the committee.
Please let me know if your youth would like to
have a voice in the RE program.
Sunday, March 11, at 12:30 p.m. Adult
Education The topic for this month is “One
Foot in Front of the Other: Moving Forward
When Bad Things Happen to Good People.”
We meet at 12:30 p.m. in the Mallette Room.
All are invited for our one-hour interactive
program.
Sunday March 25 UUCCN Hosts the
Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative On
Sunday night, we will be responsible for
providing soup, setting up, greeting guests,
serving dinner, and making breakfast and lunch
bags for the overnight guests at the UU
Fellowship of Huntington. Many hands are
needed. Plan to meet in Huntington at 5 p.m.
This is a great opportunity for youth to earn
community service hours.

Chalice art, from left: UUABQ.com; Milania Rivera

Sunday, April 1 Easter Sunday Children and
youth will engage in Easter-themed activities
during Religious Education classes, followed
by an outdoor Easter Egg Hunt, weather
permitting.
Saturday April 7 Passover Seder Families and
friends are warmly invited to join us for a
Unitarian Universalist Seder. Children and
youth participating will be an integral part of
the retelling of the story of the Exodus from
Egypt of the Jewish people after hundreds of
years of slavery.
Sunday, April 22 Earth Day Social Action
Sunday
Sunday, May 12 Breakfast Run to New
York City
Sunday, June 3 Multigenerational Religious
Education and Bridging Sunday Service
We hope these programs and oﬀerings provide
educational and social action opportunities for
the entire congregation and to help our children
and youth embrace our faith and grow up to
become lifelong UU’s.
David Silver
Director of Religious Education

participating in the Nassau Chapter of the
Sierra Club Beyond Coal Campaign for the last
two years. This group will be renamed Clean
Energy for All in the near future, since we have
eﬀectively shut down all coal plants in New
York State. The Sierra Club is doing a search
for an organizer exclusively for Long Island,
and I will be on the hiring committee. Shay
O’Reilly will then work only on New York City.
We will continue to meet on the second
Wednesday of the month, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
in Room 1. Everyone is welcome to learn and
enjoy light refreshments. Thank you, Doris
Muench, for all your support and participation.
Next Sierra Club Meeting at UUCCN:
Wednesday, March 14, at 7 p.m.
The group is shifting focus to work at the
municipal level. While continuing to advocate
for oﬀshore wind, and to shut down dirty fossil
fuel plants, we’re also going to be working to
get our local municipalities to commit to going
100 percent renewable energy. Sierra Club
nationwide has a goal of getting commitments
from 100 cities to go 100 percent renewable.
We have the technology, but we need the
political will. On Long Island, we’ll focus on the
Town of Hempstead and Long Beach (reaching
out to George Povall, of the conservation
group All Our Energy).
Environmental “Boot Camp”

Social Action Ministry
Social Justice and Action at UUCCN continues
to be decentralized, with individuals and small
groups leading eﬀorts on a range of issues,
including poverty, homelessness, civil rights,
and the environment. Immigration is also an
issue of interest that hopefully will be pursued
as well.
Environmental Action
As committee chair, my focus has been on
environmental advocacy, through hosting and

Long Island Progressive Coalition and The
Sierra Club jointly led an environmental action
“boot camp” at Farmingdale State College on
Saturday, February 24. The program addressed
strategies for organizing a campaign. It was
well attended and an excellent program!
Farewell Party for Lisa Oldendorp
Lisa is moving this spring to Ohio to be near
her grandchildren. She and I have co-run
dozens and dozens of Social Justice events at
UUCCN over the years. She is a local Social
Action Hero on Long Island. She ran the Long
Island MoveOn.org Council for many years and
was the Regional MoveOn Coordinator for the
entire Northeast.

I am hosting a farewell party for her on
Wednesday, March 28, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
at UUCCN. It’s potluck and BYOB, with a DJ
and dancing. Lisa and I would like to invite the
Board Members and everyone at UUCCN who
have participated in our events. (Please RSVP
to me.)
Peggy Lyons, Social Action Chair

Share the Plate:
Shoes for All
Each month, UUCCN splits its Sunday
collection with a diﬀerent nonprofit. This
month’s Share the Plate funds will go to
Shoes for All, a Long Island–based group that
provides new or lovingly worn shoes to those
in need.
Next month’s recipient will be the National
Coalition for Cancer Survivorship.

Lessons Learned
By Damon Governa, Intern Minister
It may have made it to you through the
grapevine that the long process my wife and I
have undergone of having our home opened
for fostering is finally complete. Last week, we
picked up two brothers, 2 years old and 3
years old. While all foster care situations start
oﬀ as temporary (as the goal is to reunite the
children with their birth parents), this is a
particular kind of case that is more temporary.
It’s called “respite,” and refers to situations in
which a foster home needs a children in their
care to be placed elsewhere for a brief period,
then returned to the original foster home.
So if all goes according to the plan, we’ll have
these two children in our home for about a

month. But that’s a big “if,” as there are a great
many moving parts to this case. They could
actually be with us for a number of months, or
we could wind up being their regular
placement. There’s even the further-oﬀ and
more-remote possibility of our being able to
adopt the boys. I’ve been experiencing a
feeling of uncertainty that has been one of the
biggest diﬃculties of the situation.
But today, writing this column called “Lessons
Learned” has caused me to really examine
that, in light of past experiences and insights,
the reality is that the very concept of certainty
about what’s going to happen is a delusion.
None of us ever really knows for sure
what tomorrow (or even today!) is going to
bring. Circumstances come in and out of our
lives; we experience unfortunate losses and
joyous gains. The ego clings to the fantasy that
it knows what’s coming. So I experience this as
a period of uncertainty, when in fact, it is
merely a spotlight shining on the uncertainty
already present every moment of my life.
Some may experience these reflections as
grim. I in no way mean them to be. Recognition
of life’s uncertainty can leave us perpetually
open to the wonder of each new moment and
to glorious possibilities. It actually leaves us
better prepared to deal with misfortune, as in
this mode, we’re not cemented in
expectations.
I have absolutely no idea where this fostering
experience will lead my wife and me—how long
it will last, where it will lead, and whether ego
will label it “good” or “bad.” I simply know that
I am thrilled by this new adventure and that I
bare myself open to LIFE!

A Pumpkin Patch planning meeting
will take place on Sunday, March 11,
at 1 p.m. Please join us and bring your
great ideas. All are welcome!

Women’s History Month Spotlight

Grace Lee Boggs

Chinese-American activist, philosopher, and
author Grace Lee Boggs died three years ago
at age 100, but her work and ideas live on in
many communities and movements throughout
the country. She called others to act but was
no slouch herself—at age 95, she wrote the
book The Next American Revolution:
Sustainable Activism for the Twenty-First
Century.
In Grace Lee Boggs’ obituary from her
hometown paper Detroit Free Press, author
Nancy Kaﬀer writes: “For decades, she was a
prominent public face of a particularly Detroit
brand of activism: A one-time Marxist, the
Chinese-American Boggs’ ideological evolution
led her to black revolution, black power,
neighborhood organization, and educational
reform. She was an unrelenting critic of the
cultural and economic conditions that
contributed to Detroit’s decline, with a keen
focus on the struggles of the city’s economic
underclass. Her fierce intellect was
uncompromising, demanding a constant
evaluation of ideas and assumptions. Her
guidance nurtured generations of activists who
continue to play a role in the struggle to define
and shape the city Boggs made her home.”
You can find out more about her life from her
autobiography, Living for Change. There is also
a documentary about her called American
Revolutionary. In the film, she says, “As I’ve
grown older, I’ve understood I should change.
And changing was more honorable than not
changing.” Sounds like a UU kindred spirit!

To learn about renowned Unitarian
Universalist women, check out the UUA
article “Celebrating UU Women in History.”

News from the Greater
UU Community
Marches for Gun Control
Scheduled for March 24 on
LI and in NYC
Show your support at these
student-led gun-control
rallies, which will happen in
conjunction with the big
D.C. march. The Long Island
one will take place in
Huntington’s Heckscher
Park at 11 a.m., and the
New York City march will
take place from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., location TBD.

NOW IS THE TIME FOR REFORM

MARCH
FOR OUR
LIVES LI
Show solidarity in wake of tragic
mass shootings

11:00 AM
March 24, 2018
Heckscher Park, Huntington
#neveragain

FOLLOW OUR INSTAGRAM: @MARCHFOROURLIVES.LI
TEXT @MFOLLI TO 81010 TO GET UPDATES

UUA General Assembly
The next annual meeting of the Unitarian
Universalist Association will take place June 20
to 24 in Kansas City, Missouri. At General
Assembly, attendees worship, witness, learn,
connect, and make policy for the UUA through
democratic process. This year’s theme is “All
Are Called,” inviting attendees to think about

our faith movement and find ways to follow
their own calling to leadership in their
congregations and communities. Registration
is now open.
Mid-Year Update by UUA president Susan
Frederick-Gray and COO Carey McDonald
“The call to live up to our most deeply held
values, to push forward on the journey towards
the Beloved Community, is both clear and
challenging. This mid-year update is an
opportunity to share what is underway at the
UUA and what Unitarian Universalists can
expect to see in the coming year.” Read the full
statement and watch the video at UUA.org.
Learning About Black UU History: Monday,
March 5, at 7 p.m., at UUCSR
Join The Rev. Natalie M. Fenimore at the UU
Congregation at Shelter Rock to learn more
about the history of African Americans in
Unitarian Universalism. (RSVP: Carson Jones.
516-472-2915 or cjones@uucsr.org)
To the Ends of the Earth:
March 6, 7 p.m., at UUCSR
Check out a free screening
of the documentary about
people living at the frontiers
of extreme oil and gas
extraction.

Soulful Sundown Service, featuring Phoebe
Hunt: Friday, March 9, 6:30 p.m., UUCSR
Special guest Phoebe Hunt joins this monthly
service. The schedule: 6:30 p.m. supper ($4),
7:30 service, 8:30 Coﬀee House with music
and refreshments.
Game Night at UU Congregation of Queens
Saturday, March 10, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Multigenerational Scrabble & Board Game
Night. Free admission (donations welcome).
More info on the UUCQ’s Facebook page.
Art Opening: Corey Lightfoot
Sunday, March 11, noon, UU Huntington
Opening reception for Corey Lightfoot, whose
work in acrylics and oils with rich earth-tones is
inspired by his faith and love of God, family,
music, dance, and social justice.

“What Is the Movement for Black Lives?”
A Conversation With Bianca C. Williams
Wednesday, March 28, at 7:30 p.m., UUCSR
Bianca C. Williams, PhD, is a black feminist
cultural anthropologist, and studies topics
related to race, gender, and activism, including
black feminist leadership and pedagogy, most
recently in the Black Lives Matter movement.
She is Associate Professor in the Anthropology
Program at the CUNY Graduate
Center. Reservation required: uucsr.org/bianca.
Summer Internships at UU United Nations
Office: Deadline Is March 15
Unpaid internships for ages 16 and older, for at
least eight weeks (three to four days a week).
Interns are not required to be enrolled in an
academic program. More info at UUA.org.
Side With Love Hosts Podcast
Check out Fortification, a podcast from Side
with Love and Auburn Seminary. The latest
episode featured a conversation between
Auburn Seminary vice president of movement
leadership Caitlin Breedlove and Rev. Allyn
Maxfield-Steele, co-director of the Highlander
Research and Education Center in Tennessee
on the necessity of supporting and resourcing
black women leaders, the importance of smalltown organizing, and the growth and
transformation of faith institutions.
UU Hymn Contest!
The UU Musicians Network is seeking original
music and lyrics suitable for congregational
singing (otherwise known as “hymns”) in UU
worship services. The 2018 Vincent B. Silliman
Congregational Song Competition will award
$1,000 for first place, $500 for second place,
$250 for third place, and name nine honorable
mentions. The winning hymns will be sung at
the UUMN Annual Conference in Portland, OR,
August 1-5, 2018. The deadline is April 30.
Unitarian Thrift Shop by SNUUC
The South Nassau UU Congregation’s Thrift
Shop at 22 West Merrick Road in Freeport is a
great place to volunteer, donate, or shop!
(Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.;
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.; 516-223-3974)

Here’s Looking at UU!
Valentine’s Social
Families and friends came together on
February 24 to enjoy a delicious potluck,
dancing, and even rumba lessons! Many
thanks to Dave and Anita Coddington for
this wonderful annual tradition.

Photos: Krissy Roleke (2)

Photos: Dave Coddington (2)

All ages hit the dance floor at the fun annual event.

Sweet Music UUCCN hosted Cole, Nakoa &
Treacher (right) on March 2. Check out the flyer in the
back of this newsletter for upcoming Garden Stage
shows, as well as Chamber Music concerts.

Anita’s not letting a broken ankle (in
festive pink cast) keep her down!

Friday, March 2, 2018
Cole, Nakoa & Treacher

Brad Cole, Ma, Nakoa and Robinson Treacher are three of
the most soulful and engaging performers in the singer/
songwriter world today. They weave their sound, lyricism,
and inspiration to cultivate music that is as undeniably
unique as it is powerful.
"When Cole, Nakoa and Treacher played my On Your Radar series, they brought down the house
with their chemistry and creativity.” John Platt (WFUV)
“Bedrock roots power … overall killer chops. A must-see!" Richard Cuccaro (Acoustic Live Magazine)

Friday, April 6, 2018
Canadian Songbird Nancy Beaude8e

A rich pale,e of folk and singer/songwriter with a hint of country and a dash of
Celtic music—all the ingredients of a Canadian kitchen party! Nancy Beaude,e
blends brave and honest songwriting, ﬁrst-rate musicianship, and a huge
helping of native Canadian wit. Her new CD, South Branch Road, delves into her
roots, weaving a nostalgic past into lush songs of familial history, goodhumored folly, and poignant observations of life and loss.
WINNER, Songs for Peace Competition, for her song “Peace Date”
“It’s rare to ﬁnd someone with this level of depth and sensitivity in their songwriting.… Nancy stands out above the
crowd!” Barbara Cloyd (Bluebird Cafe, Nashville)

All Shows at 8:30 p.m., preceded by an open mike at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets $20 with advance reservation / $22 at the door
Reservations: reservations@gardenstage.com Info: gardenstage@gardenstage.com

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF CENTRAL NASSAU
223 Stewart Avenue (at Nassau Boulevard), Garden City, New York 11530
GardenStage.com
UUCCN.org
Facebook.com/UUCCN

"The Garden Stage presents national acts and the best regional talent in a space that is warm,
welcoming, and has some of the best acoustics around. It's sheer pleasure for the audience and
performers alike, and did I mention the homemade baked goods?" Pete Kennedy of The Kennedys

UUCCN SEDER
SERVICE AND DINNER

Saturday, April 7, 2018
The community will gather at 5:00 pm
The Service and Dinner will start at 5:30 pm
Please join us for UUCCN’s Annual Seder Service and Dinner.
All voices are welcome at this intergenerational service.
Family and friends are invited.
RSVP to Minister@uuccn.org as soon as possible
or sign up at UUCCN by April 1, 2018

so that we can be sure that there is more than enough food for all.
This is a community event, so please sign up or reach out
to let us know what you will bring to share.
Sign-up sheets will be available beginning March 11 on the Welcome Table.
Volunteers needed to help set up and clean up.
Thank you.
THE 2018 SEDER TEAM
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Dr. Ron Rubin, David Silver, and Joe McAuley

UUCCN 223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 TEL (516) 248-8855

THE
GARDEN CITY
CHAMBER
MUSIC
SOCIETY
2017-2018 SEASON

Bruce Adolphe and Marija Stroke, Artistic Directors
ALL CONCERTS ARE ON SUNDAYS AT 3:00 pm
November 5, 2017
December 10, 2017
January 14, 2018
February 25, 2018
March 18, 2018
April 15, 2018
April 29, 2018
June 3, 2018

Lucas Pullin, classical guitar
Alcott Trio
Brentano String Quartet
Emile Gendron, violin; Kathe Jarka, cello;
Misha Amory, viola; Marija Stroke, piano
The Apollo Trio
Thomas Sauer, piano
Gala Benefit Concert – Brofsky Cello Ensemble
Emily Misch, soprano; Kathe Jarka, cello;
Marija Stroke, piano

TICKETS $15, STUDENT TICKETS $12

THE GARDEN CITY CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY
PERFORMANCES AT THE

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN)
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530
UUCCN Telephone: (516) 248-8855 Website: UUCCN.org
For information (not on the day of the concert) call (212) 787-7088
Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station

Upcoming Events
3/10

2 p.m.

LIAC Coming of Age Class at UUCCN

3/11

9:30 p.m.

RE Committee Meeting

12:30 p.m.

Adult Religious Education

1 p.m.

Pumpkin Patch Meeting

3/14

7 p.m.

Clean Energy Task Force/Sierra Club Meeting

3/18

3 p.m.

Garden City Chamber Music Concert: The Apollo Trio

3/19

7 p.m.

Board Meeting

3/20

4 p.m.

Deadline for April ADVANCE Newsletter Submissions

3/25

5 p.m.

UUCCN Hosts Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative
(HIHI) Dinner at UU Fellowship at Huntington

4/6

7:30 p.m.

Garden Stage: Nancy Beaudette

4/7

5 p.m.

UUCCN Seder Service and Dinner

The Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Central Nassau
223 Stewart Avenue
Garden City, New York 11530
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891
Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor
Evelyn Kuntz and John Roleke, Co-Presidents
Patsy Kaplan, Vice President
Diane Cohen, Georgiana Collins, Gerri Ferrai & Peggy Lyons, Trustees
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus
David Silver, Director of Religious Education
Michael Sansonia, Music Director
Damon Governa, Intern Minister
Maria Sutton, Administrator and ADVANCE Designer
Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor

Visit our website at
UUCCN.org and
Like us on Facebook for
the latest news and photos!

