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With Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey, Minister
December 2018
My spiritual theme of the season:
Incarnation
Incarnation means moving from theory,
speculation, possibility, plans, hopes, and good
intentions into actual existence. Envisioning
may be an essential ingredient of incarnation,
but bringing a vision into existence requires
eﬀort and determination and desire and
confidence and resources and patience—and
sometimes, according to many religious
traditions, it also requires openness to creative
forces beyond ourselves.
This particular season is both a homecoming
for me and one filled with new, challenging, and
even exciting possibilities. For one, I’m amazed
that I’m back at UUCCN. I almost can’t believe
I serve two congregations in Nassau County.
(I am also minister at the South Nassau UU
Congregation.) How about this one: The last
time I was with you all, I had a house with small
children; now, my life and my family life are so
diﬀerent. Who knew?
Back to the ideas at hand ... Each year,
December is a time filled with holidays,
celebrations complete with a variety of giftgiving traditions — and to the glee of students
and educators alike: school vacations. Before

we fully engage this season, I’d like to suggest
that we look closely at the traditions we hold
near and dear. How about discussing with your
family and friends the rituals across cultural
holiday traditions, and most importantly, the
ways we as a congregation and you as an
individual or family group celebrate them.
In what ways does holiday gift giving and
merrymaking figure in the popular imagination
through great literature that is re-read and
performed year after year? Trace your own
traditions, especially the practice of gift giving
and big celebratory dinners. Consider if
common themes and elements can be found
within the diﬀerent spiritual traditions that form
your own theology and make your connections
to Unitarian Universalism meaningful.
As the holiday season fast approaches, we
often find our world speeding faster past us.
There just doesn’t seem to be enough time in
the month, weeks, and days, for all that we
have to do. We are trying to keep up with
decorating, shopping, parties, end-of-the-year
meetings; purchasing that special new gadget
that is on sale; and keeping up with the gift
giving of our family, friends, and neighbors. We
are so swamped with everything that we often
don’t take the time to focus on the spiritual
meaning of the season.
So here is a little exercise you might consider:
Write down your aﬃrmations or guidelines
for what you want this season to be about.
You can write it on a sticky note or an index
card. Place it where you can see it. Place it on
your bathroom mirror or in your wallet. I’m
putting mine on my refrigerator.
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Upcoming Sermons
Look at what motivates you this season. Is it
about keeping up with your gift giving? Is it
about trying to outdo others? Or, is it about
bringing service and light to a world in
desperate need of love? Is it about trying to
make every person’s party? Or is it about
visiting someone that you haven’t seen in
some time? Is it about eating and drinking
more, until you feel wasted? Or, is it about
your quest for a deeper meaning in your
values? Only you can examine this.
Work to control things that you can. In life, we
can control only so many things. Obviously,
this past electoral season proved that for many
of us. So focus on what you can manage.
You can control binge eating and drinking.
You can control arguments and bad language.
You can control charity towards those in need.

Jan. 20 Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey, Minister
It Takes Every Kind of People
With its blend of Africans, Asians, Europeans,
Latinos and Native American peoples, the
Unitarian Universalist movement and our United
States of America are moving toward a global
community inclusive of concepts, mores and
cultural paradigms that unite us in a tapestry of
humanity that is changing before our eyes. Join
us for this early-in-the-year service as we
celebrate our spiritual diversity and our Global
Family.

Jan. 27 Intergenerational Worship Service,
led by David Silver, Director of Religious
Education

You can control overspending.

Feb. 3 Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey, Minister

You can control visiting a lonely family

Feb. 10 Michael Sansonia, Music Director

member, friend, or neighbor.
You can control how much you volunteer with
us at UUCCN!

Feb. 17 Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey, Minister
Feb. 24 Rev. Linda Anderson

For some, this is the loneliest time of the year.
Look around you. Has a friend or someone in
your circle recently lost a loved one? Seek
them out and spend some time with them.
Invite them over or take them shopping. Plan
something that is constructive with them. If the
person lives far away, pick up your phone and
give them a call.

will give you the opportunity to focus on the
spiritual meaning of the holiday season.

Look for the good around your life. Many
people are bracing for the holidays, when they
might be better oﬀ embracing them.
Sometimes the smallest good can shine
through to liven up the spiritual meaning of the
season for you. You just have to look for it.

Here’s to a season filled with light (and, yes,
dark) and possibilities for love!

Finally, take some time for yourself. Get away
from everything for a few hours. Schedule a
block of time for your mind. Find a place to just
relax and enjoy yourself.
For some, it might be a few quiet moments in
meditation. For others, it might be a stroll along
the beach or a walk in the mountains. This time

Given our theme this season, try to make
something good happen. Let the power to
create permeate your spirit. Watch It’s a
Wonderful Life with someone and allow the
possibilities to take hold.

May it be so for each of us!

January 2019
Thoughts about New Year’s resolutions
A New Year’s resolution is a promise that you
make to yourself to start doing something good
—or stop doing something bad—on the first
day of the year.

The ancient Babylonians made promises to
their gods at the start of each year that they
would return borrowed objects and pay their
debts. In the time of Julius Caesar, the Romans
began each year by making promises to the
god Janus, for whom the month of January is
named. In the medieval era, the knights took
the “peacock vow” at the end of the Christmas
season each year to reaﬃrm their commitment
to chivalry. Since the 1700s, many Christians
have prepared for the year ahead by praying
and making these resolutions at watch night
services.*
There are other religious parallels to this
tradition. During Judaism’s New Year, Rosh
Hashanah, through the High Holidays and
culminating in Yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement), one is to reflect upon one’s
wrongdoings over the year and both seek and
oﬀer forgiveness. People may act similarly
during the Catholic fasting period of Lent,
though the motive behind this holiday is more
of sacrifice than of responsibility; in fact, the
practice of New Year’s resolutions partially
came from the Lenten sacrifices. The concept,
regardless of creed, is to reflect upon selfimprovement annually.*
So what has all of this got to do with you? At
the end of the Great Depression, about a
quarter of American adults formed New Year’s
resolutions; at the start of the 21st century,
about 40 percent did,* and so it goes. Most
people don’t even want to go through the
exercise. But I’m here to encourage you, to
help push you. To employ a bit of UU magic
that just might stick. This is about making a
real change in attitude and in practical realities.
Whatever it is that has held you back from
being all you want to be. If your health is an
issue, if your spouse has been skeptical about
your attempts, if your workload and free time
don’t allow for it; it’s time to change the way
you do things.
2019 is here and so is the very best chance
for you to live the way you want to live.
It may not be all at once, but the first 30 days
of change are possibly the determining factor.

*Source: Wikipedia, “New Year’s Resolution”

Resolutions come and go, so do old friends,
lovers, relatives, jobs, marriages, etc. But when
we find the greatest love of all, a healthy
appreciation for self, then and only then do we
start to live the life we are meant to live! Use
this time. Use this New Year season. Find a
way to create the world, nation, state,
congregation (UUCCN) and home life you
always dreamed of.
We have lost a few staunch supporters of our
congregation in the past few months. It is
imperative that I find a few more willing women
and men to step up this year. UUCCN needs
you! And so do I. Ministry is a fellowship of
spiritual minds, bodies and spirits.
Let’s do this year right around here, let’s say
yes to the pledge and really dig in deeply. Let’s
find our best selves in the social action that
comes from commitment to a cause bigger
than ourselves. Let us find new meaning in the
vision and mission of this bastion of
progressive religion in Garden City and the
surrounding communities. Let us share the love
of our UU faith together in a new and deeper
way and let our lights shine for all the world
(Nassau County especially) to see. Let the
possibilities that exist within the realm of
possibilities be an open invitation to all
members, friends and visitors to our beautiful
space.
In faith,
Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey
(Happy New Year!)
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BYOL With Rev. Bailey
Thursday, January 31, noon to 1:30 p.m.
At Bring Your Own Lunch, join Rev. Gordon Clay
Bailey in the his oﬃce for meaningful conversation.
Topic: What are the top 10 issues of the day?
We can start to work on them together!

President’s Letter
By John Roleke

use some helpers! So please consider joining
one of our many committees this year,
including the up-and-coming Publicity
Committee.

Dear Members and Friends of UUCCN:

Autumn Recap

Happy New Year!

Over the summer, we said farewell to Minister
Emerita Hope Johnson. Although we miss her,
our congregational year began with some
special services. David Silver led our traditional
Water Communion ceremony, where we
brought water from home and shared about our
summer experiences, and many others have
contributed time and talents. Thank you to
Elizabeth Gonzalez for organizing guest
ministers and other worship leaders. Elizabeth
leads the Worship Arts Committee and has
gone above and beyond in her work for
UUCCN.

There is so much to catch up on. The big news,
of course, is that we welcomed our new
minister, Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey to UUCCN!
Rev. Bailey’s first sermon was December 9, and
I am thrilled he is here with us.
I am fortunate to have on the board with me
this year Patsy Kaplan, Vice President; Gerri
Forrai, Peggy Lyons, and John Pritchard,
Trustees; and of course, Dave Coddington,
President Emeritus.
David Silver, who has helped many of us at
UUCCN to walk the walk, continues his
leadership of Religious Education here and as a
leader with the Long Island Area of
Congregations (LIAC) Coming of Age and Our
Whole Lives programs. Make sure to read his
monthly column on RE activities—and social
action opportunities—for children, youth, and
adults.
We also welcomed back Michael Sansonia,
Music Director; Maria Sutton, Oﬃce Manager
and Weekly Update maestro; and Merille
Caputo, who takes such great care of the
youngest children in the nursery.
Always hard at work are our very dedicated
committee leaders: Elizabeth Gonzalez on
Worship Arts; Anna Lea Smith, RE Teacher
(among many other titles!), Dolores Kale and
Kathy Lang on Finance; Anita Coddington and
Gerri Forrai on Stewardship; Lisa Smith, Dave
Coddington and John Pritchard on
Membership; Dave Coddington and Don Lang
and Mary-Ellen and Siegfried Kreye on House
and Grounds/Gardening; Peggy Lyons on
Social Action; and Anita Coddington and Anna
Lea Smith on Hospitality.
You may have noticed many of those names
repeat. That means two things: (1) UUCCN has
the world’s best volunteers, and (2) they could
Chalice art: Beatrice Roleke

October saw a very successful Pumpkin Patch!
Thank you all who helped our largest fundraiser
of the year. It is crucial to meeting our annual
budget.
People who visit our Patch tell us again and
again that they come here for the experience.
They could get pumpkins anywhere, but they
choose UUCCN. We did a good job of
communicating that our pumpkins benefit not
just us but workers in the Navajo Nation.
In November, we came together for a special
Thanksgiving luncheon, which followed an
intergenerational service led by David Silver
and his Religious Education students.
The Winter Months
We gathered in December to celebrate
Christmas and Seder and were treated to an
uplifting Kwanzaa service led by Petra
Thombs.
Next, we look forward to more wonderful
sermons and music and the return of the
annual Victorian Tea.
Thank you all for coming together as UUCCN!

John Roleke
UUCCN President

Next UUCCN Board meeting: Tuesday, January 22, at 7 p.m.

Religious Education
By David Silver
Welcome to the New Year! I hope that 2019 will
bring good things to you and your families and
a new opportunity to take advantage of the
Religious Education and social action activities
presented by the RE program here at UUCCN.
The Religious Education program continues the
congregational year with a curriculum theme of
Holidays and Holy Days, along with a
continued focus on social action activities (see
the curriculum overview on the following page).
UUCCN will be hosting the Huntington
Interfaith Homeless Initiative on Sunday,
February 17, at the UU Fellowship of
Huntington. Children, youth and adults will
prepare dinner, breakfast, and lunch bags and
will help to set up overnight accommodations
for individuals in need. We meet at 4:30 p.m.

Consider joining the RE Committee or
attending our next meeting, on Sunday,
February 3, at 10 a.m., to see how the
committee and event planning comes about.

David Silver, Religious Education Director
Upcoming in RE…
Jan. 27

Intergenerational Service

Feb. 3

RE Committee Meeting
Adult Education

Feb. 17

Social Action Sunday at HiHi

Mar. 3

RE Committee Meeting

Mar. 10

Breakfast Run Bake Sale

Mar. 17

Breakfast Run

Mar. 24

Youth-Led Intergenerational Service

Our next Breakfast Run to New York City will
take place on Sunday morning, March 17. We
had a very successful Breakfast Run last
November—many thanks to all our wonderful
volunteers and those who helped us raise
funds at our bake sale!
At Thanksgiving time, we held a youth-led
Intergenerational Service. I will be leading the
next Intergenerational Service on January 27.
The youth are already at work planning their
next service, which will take place March 24.

Adult Education will continue in 2019. The next
session is Sunday, February 3. Please plan to
stay after services for good conversation and
community.
From top: Phyllis Ross, Lisa Donigian and Anna Lea Smith
at the Thanksgiving Luncheon; RE students, parents and
friends baking treats for the November 18 Breakfast Run.
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Many thanks to the RE Committee, parents,
and other volunteers for helping with the
annual Holiday Party in December! The
students decorated tiny trees and made
gingerbread houses and ornaments. Special
thanks to Anna Lea Smith, Lisa Donigian,
Reenie Gonzalez, Diane Losecar, Robin
Rivera, and Krissy Roleke for the festivities.

The Religious Education Curriculum

Stewardship

Holidays and Holy Days
As Unitarian Universalists, we respect, learn from
and honor traditions from many religions in the
world. Our Religious Education curriculum this year
is titled “Holidays and Holy Days.” We will look to
the special days and occasions that are celebrated
by some of the 4,200 religions in the world. We
have chosen holidays to honor and celebrate
which in some way lift up a UU value we aﬃrm, or
address a universal human response to life. We
honor the rich diversity of cultural tradition and the
common thread of the human condition. And we
will circle back to what these holidays and holy
days have in common with our UU values and
principles.
Children will enjoy experiencing the diﬀerent foods
and decorations associated with some of these
holidays, along with learning some great religious
classics: how Jewish people interpret Rosh
Hashanah; the Creation of the World; Moses at
Passover; Jesus at Easter; Buddha at his birthday;
and the significance of Ganesha to the Hindu
religion during Diwali.
Holidays also give us social action opportunities,
such as raising money for UNICEF (during our
Halloween parade), working for world peace on
Mother’s Day, planting trees on Earth Day, and on
and on.
And we will continue our tradition of youth-led
services and social action activities, such as Smile
In A Bag, Sole Hope, and Breakfast Runs during
the congregational year.
Adult Education will also be oﬀered once per
month after services throughout the year.

• Hospitality

According to our by-laws, making and keeping
a pledge is necessary to maintain your
membership and stay in good standing. It is
your fiduciary responsibility as a member of the
congregation. Please remember that if your
circumstances change, the pledge you made
can be adjusted, up or down, at any time.
Renew your commitment, enthusiasm, and
friendship for UUCCN.
Our congregation belongs to all of us, and we
must make sure that we keep our building
open, pay all of our obligations, and support
our staﬀ. With your financial participation, that
can easily be accomplished.
Please look over the pledge form and the fairshare guidelines and please make a pledge via
email, phone, or mail.
We hope that the fire of commitment will be
growing in you and that you’ll be inspired to do
something truly generous. And please hear
this: Whatever your pledge to the congregation
is, we celebrate and appreciate it.

Anita Coddington
anitagesky@aol.com, 516-483-9367

• Malette Art Gallery

• Religious Education

• Membership

• Social Justice

• Music

• Stewardship

• Newsletter

• Ways & Means

• Publicity

• Worship Arts
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• Finance

If you haven’t pledged already, please do so
now.

Gerri Forrai
gerriforrai@gmail.com, 516-825-3502

Join one of our many groups:

• Denominational Affairs

We are all Stewards of UUCCN. It is up to you
to pledge your financial support for UUCCN.

With gratitude,
The Stewardship Committee

Share Your Talents With UUCCN!

• House & Grounds

Dear Members and Friends,

Theresa Paplin School

Social Action Ministry
By Peggy Lyons
It’s the action, not the fruit of the action,
that’s important…. You may never know what
results come from your action. But if you do
nothing, there will be no result.
—Mahatma Gandhi
We at UUCCN are taking action. We may
never know the results, but we are trying. With
Reenie Gonzalez’s clothing drive, with our
Mitten Tree, with our Share the Plate to local
groups, with the Breakfast Runs led by David
Silver, with our ongoing contributions to The
INN homeless shelter, with Michael Sansonia’s
Benefit Concerts, and with our campaign for
100 percent renewable energy through the
Sierra Club to save our beloved planet, we are
trying.

January’s Share the Plate recipient is the
Theresa Paplin School, a residential and
therapeutic school in for very troubled students
ages 10 to 21, located in Jamaica, Queens.
Many of the students either have no families or
have families that are unable to care for them
because of their own challenges and
diﬃculties. The funds will be used to provide
technology and educational materials.

UUCCN Members in Action

Let’s keep trying! It’s how we live our faith and
our principles.
The Sierra Club meets the second
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
(March date may be changed—stay
tuned), to promote renewable energy
including oﬀshore wind development; hosted
by Peggy Lyons. Thank you to Doris Muench,
Anna Lea Smith, Mary-Ellen and Siegfried
Kreye, Theresa Putz, and Chris Ross for your
unfailing support. We are working with
legislators and community groups to advocate
for a prompt and just transition from fossil fuel
dependence to renewable energy to save the
planet for our children.
We encourage you to drop by—we welcome
and need new members. Come by to learn
and break bread together. Our next meeting
is February 13.
There are many reasons to be kind, but
perhaps none is as compelling as the
spiritual fact that it is what we do…. Spiders
sting. Wolves howl…. And human beings lift
each other, no matter the consequence.
—Mark Nepo

In August, Krissy Roleke (right) supported NYC hunger
striker Katie Finn (left) during the Hungry4Justice
national rolling hunger strike in protest of family
separations at the border. Krissy shares: “Katie was so
inspiring to me—just a mom like me, who could not be
silent as our government took children away from their
parents and criminalized and abused immigrant families.
This was the first action like this she had done, and she
did a great job organizing volunteers and contacting the
press, and for two days, she stood near City Hall handing
out leaflets and postcards urging legislators to support
the SCAR Act. Katie also invited a speaker—the
wonderful Michelle Clifton (center) of Grannies
Respond, a movement of grandmothers who traveled in
a caravan from New York to the Texas-Mexico border to
protest family separation. Katie put me in touch with the
inspiring speakers who led the Immigration Justice
service at UUCCN in October: Ravi Ragbir of the New
Sanctuary Coalition and DACA recipient Violeta GomezUribe. I come alive when in the company of brave people
like these. I am inspired, and I am inspired to act.”
Have you participated in any actions/volunteer work?
Share your photos and stories! Email uuccn@aol.com.

Meet Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey!

Washington, D.C.; and Pomona, Garden City,
Utica, and Oneonta, New York.

Growing up on the banks of the Hudson River,
the Reverend Gordon Clay Bailey spent his
early adult life searching for a job where he
could make the most diﬀerence: a home for
abused boys, Catholic Charities, Job Corps,
the New York City Public School System and
ultimately, ministry. His call to ministry in his
thirties, while unexpected to him, did not
surprise those who knew him. Rev. Bailey’s
choice to serve in the Unitarian Universalist
denomination was due to its rich tradition in
social justice and its non-dogmatic approach
to worship.

Over the past three years, Rev. Bailey served
our faith as the called minister of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of the Verdugo Hills in La
Crescenta, California. Along with his busy
congregational life, Rev. Bailey served as the
lead minister for JUUstice-LA, an aﬃliate
organization of the 13 UU congregations in Los
Angeles County.

Rev. Bailey graduated from The University of
the District of Columbia with a dual BA in
Anthropology and Sociology. He then attended
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington,
D.C., where he earned his Master of Divinity
and specialized in Urban Ministry. He has
served in various ministry positions at Unitarian
Universalist congregations in Glendale,
California; Orange, New Jersey; New York City;

Rev. Bailey is a Board-Certified Clinical
Chaplain and Pastoral Counselor with the
College of Pastoral Supervision and
Psychotherapy, an organization with which he
is seeking Diplomate status. He is also a
candidate at the Harlem Family Institute for
certification in Psychotherapy.
Rev. Bailey is married to Lisa Stiffler Bailey
and between them they have four children
(Jennifer, Devin, Ethan, and Darien) and one
granddaughter (Kai). The Baileys currently
reside in NYC.

THE
WORSHIP ARTS
COMMITTEE
WANTS YOU!
Are you interested in helping plan
or lead Sunday Services?
Do you want to help out on
Sundays?
Do you have an idea for a lay-led
service that you just didn’t get
around to this summer?
Please contact Worship Arts
Chair Elizabeth Gonzalez:
ElizabethLGonzalez@hotmail.com.

House and Grounds
The place is “shipshape,” says House and
Grounds Committee Member Don Lang.
UUCCN and its beautiful grounds are carefully
and lovingly tended to by Don, Dave
Coddington, and Mary-Ellen and Siegfried
Kreye. Dave points out that one issue the
committee is dealing with is a leaking roof,
which will need to be replaced eventually.
The group spends a lot of their time on the
various building and gardening tasks—we
always see Don and Dave doing setup/
breakdown and all the maintenance needs, and
Don and the Kreyes out in the garden making
our corner beautiful. So much work for such a
small group! Volunteers are always welcome.

Pumpkin Patch Bears
Fruit, Plants Seeds
for UUCCN
Once again, we pulled it oﬀ: one whole month
of selling pumpkins every single day, all day,
rain and shine. This annual fundraiser keeps us
afloat, and it’s all thanks to our wonderful
volunteers, led by Pumpkin Patch Coordinator
Patsy Kaplan and her brother, Fred Trapini,
Patch Manager.
The Pumpkin Patch has become UUCCN’s
largest fundraiser. Fourteen years ago, we took

a chance and imported a truckload of
pumpkins from New Mexico. This year, we had
three truckloads delivered from Pumpkin Patch
Fundraisers, which leases land on a Navajo
reservation in Farmington and employees more
than 700 Native Americans during the harvest
season.
Many thanks to the many selfless volunteers
who gave so much of their time and energy
unloading the trucks, setting up, and working
the Patch.
We hope to see more volunteers next year so
we can continue this joyful tradition for UUCCN
and our neighbors.

For the eighth year
at the Patch, Diane
Turcic (center) sold
her beautiful Pink
Pumpkins, with
100 percent of
the profits going to
the Adelphi breast
cancer hotline.

Sunday Apple Peelers helped Anna Lea Smith make
her coveted apple pies for the Patch bake sale.

Clockwise from above:
Live music!
John Pritchard dons the green apron and
welcomes friends to the Patch.
Dave Coddington and Diane Cohen with
Molly Gordon, who generously donated
the pallets that showcased and protected
our pumpkins. Thank you, Molly!

Visiting Ministers and Special Service Leaders
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Above: Phyllis
Ross and Anna
Lea Smith lead
a summer
service; David
Silver, Religious
Education
Director, teams
up with his
daughter, Emily
Silver.

Above and left:
David McLean
returns to UUCCN
and reunites with
Elizabeth
Gonzalez and
Dave Coddington.
DACA recipient Violeta Gomez-Uribe
shared her story at the Immigration
Justice service, along with Ravi
Ragbir of New Sanctuary Coalition.

Happy Kwanzaa!

Scenes from the wonderful—and interactive—Kwanzaa service, led by Petra Thombs
Photos courtesy of David Coddington

Left and below: RE students,
committee members, parents, and
friends preparing for the Breakfast
Run to NYC, where they provided
hot breakfast, lunch bags, hot
beverages, and clothing for
people in need. (Anna Lea Smith
and Irene Gonzalez always make
volunteering fun!)

Below: Friends catching up at
the UUCCN Thanksgiving
Intergenerational Service and
Luncheon: from left, Pat
Antonette, Janet McShea,
Florence Redmond, Bill
McShea, and Diane Antonette;
Shannon Keane reunites with
Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey.

Service Auction Win!
Ric Menelly hosted
UUCCN friends in NYC
for lunch and a tour of the
Fourth Universalist
Society (where Patsy
Kaplan said, Now this
pizza’s got my name
written all over it!).

Garden Stage
Katherine Rondeau
(far left), Joe Jencks
(left), and Ryanhood
(below) graced the
Garden Stage at
UUCCN. See the
flyer at the back of
this newsletter for
upcoming shows.

Garden Stage photos courtesy of David Coddington

UUA News & Events
The latest from LIAC and beyond

UUCCN is a part of a wider community of UU
organizations, including the Long Island Area
of Congregations (LIAC), the Central East
Region (CER), and the national Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA). Here’s what’s
new in the wider world of UU.

General Assembly 2019
June 19 to 23, Spokane, WA
The Power of We
In a time of great challenge and heartbreak in
our world, what does our faith demand from
us? At this year’s General Assembly we will
explore the power, possibility, purpose,
struggle, and joy of finding the path forward
together as Unitarian Universalists. Attendees
will leave inspired, with the tools needed to
carry on the work into their own congregations
and communities. Join us as we work for
collective liberation inside and outside our
faith.
Propose a GA Program
Reserve Space in the GA Exhibit Hall until
January 31
Propose GA Poster Session before March 1
Promote GA to your congregation or group
with these Marketing Materials
Financial aid, registration, and housing
reservations will open March 1
Advertising and Sponsorship reservations
will be accepted through March 15
General Assembly 2019 will take place at the
Spokane Convention Center (334 W Spokane
Falls Blvd.), an attractive, LEED-certified facility
located in downtown Spokane, featuring
accessible parking, automatic entrance doors,

and wheelchair-accessible elevators. There is
natural light from floor-to-ceiling windows,
which look out over the Spokane River. Two of
the three General Assembly hotels are
connected to the convention center, with rates
ranging from $123 to $149 per night.

UU Society of South Suﬀolk
Seeks Volunteers for Food Pantry
The food pantry on-site at 28 Brentwood Road
in Bay Shore is asking for volunteers to
distribute food to people on Sundays from
noon to 1 p.m. Can you spare an hour this year
once a month?
Working on Sunday in pairs will extend the
opportunity for needy working people to get a
little help on a non workday.
Contact: Virginia O’Neill, Facilities Manager at
UUSSS/914-314-1818/uusouthsuﬀolk.org

The VUU: A UU Talk Show
The VUU is a live Unitarian Universalist talk
show. It features activists and community
organizers, multi-faith leaders, UU insiders and
other guests. We cover current events, social
justice issues, religion, spirituality, faith,
Unitarian Universalism, and whatever else
seems interesting. Each episode is entertaining
and newsworthy! It’s a can’t-miss, especially
if you travel in UU circles.
Join us on Facebook LIVE Thursdays at 11
a.m. to ask questions and chat with other
viewers. Check our calendar for the schedule
and links. We generally broadcast September
through June.

LIAC Student Activity Fund
Read more about this internship program for
ages 16 to 24: liacuu.org/studentinternships.html.

Check out the UU Central East
Region’s blog, Better Together,
at CERUUA.org.

Letter from UUA president
Susan Frederick-Gray:
“Love the Hell Out of This World”
If we are not acting fearlessly for human
dignity, compassion, justice, and peace, then
we are failing to live our mission….
Within this, there is a spiritual challenge: to
practice being fully present, to take in the
tumult, the pain, the anger, the discomfort—
ours and others—without turning away, without
placating or denying, but instead holding the
complexity and allowing it to deepen our
compassion and help guide how we act. Read
the rest at UUWorld.org.

UUA Introduces Organizing
Strategy Team
The Unitarian Universalist Association is thrilled
to share a new structure in the Association’s
justice work. The Organizing Strategy Team will
lead the UUA’s prophetic public ministry work.
“The inherent worth and dignity of so many is
under attack, and our Unitarian Universalist
values and the justice ministry that flows from
them is required for our survival and the
survival of our siblings,” said Rev. Elizabeth
Nguyen, Team Director.

Maryland UU Congregation Provides
Sanctuary for Immigrant Mother
Washington Post article: “Rosa Gutierrez Lopez
is an undocumented immigrant being protected
by Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist in
Bethesda, MD. She was ordered to leave the
US despite having 3 U.S.-born children, one of
whom has Down Syndrome. It would be near
impossible for her child to receive services in
Central America. ‘I feel powerless. But I trust in
God for a solution.’”

UUA Social Justice Initiatives
Create Climate Justice Net
A joint initiative of the Unitarian Univeralist
Ministry for Earth, Unitarian Universalist
Association Green Sanctuary Program, and
UU-United Nations Oﬃce. Please join the UUA
on Create Climate Justice Net, the UU
community organizing platform for climate
justice mobilization. You can sign up for
tutorials and more guided by the UU Ministry
for the Earth!
Side With Love
Through our Side With Love campaign we
amplify the voices of the oppressed through
the use of media by showing up at justice
events, by lobbying legislators, and more.
Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism
The BLUU Organizing Collective works to
provide support, information, and resources for
Black Unitarian Universalists, as well as to
expand the role and visibility of Black UUs
within our faith.
Immigrants Belong
The inherent humanity and safety of every
guest seeking asylum or a better life is part of
our belief. We engage in actions that support
those who need a temporary or permanent
home and are met without violence or
separation from loved ones.
LGBTQ Justice
We create inclusive religious communities and
work for LGBTQ justice and equity as a core
part of who we are. All of who you are is
sacred. All of who you are is welcome.
Read more about UU justice eﬀorts at
www.uua.org/justice.

UU United Nations Spring Seminar
Registration is now open for this
multigenerational seminar, which will take place
April 11 to 13 in New York City. The theme:
“Equity in Action: Gender in an Intersecting
World.”

Victorian Tea
PRESENTED BY THE

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Central Nassau
223 Stewart Avenue, Garden City, New York 11530

(at the corner of Stewart Avenue & Nassau Boulevard)

SATURDAY
JANUARY 26, 2019
2:00 PM
(DOORS OPEN AT 1:00 PM)

A lovely Afternoon Victorian Tea served.
Enjoy tea sandwiches, scones, homemade pastries,
and good conversation!

Queen Victoria made afternoon tea a national pastime.
It was a time that friends and family got together to enjoy each other and fine food.
Ticket Reservations: $21/person ($18/Senior)
Tickets at Door: $24/person
Group Seating by Prior Request
WEAR A HAT IF YOU WISH

RSVP to UUCCN at (516) 248-8855
FOR INFORMATION
Patsy (516) 781-4319 or ramabachi@aol.com
Anna Lea (516) 746-0514
“There are few things in life more agreeable than the hour dedicated
to the ceremony known as afternoon tea.” –Henry James

THE
GARDEN CITY
CHAMBER
MUSIC
SOCIETY
2018-2019 SEASON

Bruce Adolphe and Marija Stroke, Artistic Directors
ALL CONCERTS ARE ON SUNDAYS AT 3:00 PM
November 18, 2018

Anna Han, piano

December 16, 2018

Natasha Brofsky, cello and Marija Stroke, piano

January 27, 2019

Brofsky Cello Ensemble

February 17, 2019

The Apollo Trio

March 3, 2019

Brentano String Quartet: Gala Benefit Concert and
optional Festive Gala Reception ($20 concert, $25 reception)

April 28, 2019

Caterina Szepes, violin; Melissa Reardon, viola;
Käthe Jarka, cello; and Marija Stroke, piano

May 5, 2019

Yasmine Swanson, soprano; Katja Stroke-Adolphe, violin;
Bruce Adolphe, piano; and Marija Stroke, piano

May 26, 2019

Mark Steinberg, violin and Marija Stroke, piano

TICKETS $15, STUDENT/SENIOR TICKETS $12

THE GARDEN CITY CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY
PERFORMANCES AT THE

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN)
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530
UUCCN Telephone: (516) 248-8855 Website: UUCCN.org
For information (not on the day of the concert) call (212) 787-7088
Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station

garden
stage
2018-2019 season

All shows held on first Friday of the month at 8:30 pm
Doors and Open Mic Sign-Up at 7:00 pm | Open Mike at 7:30 pm | Featured Music at 8:30 pm

September 7, 2018

Ryanhood

October 5, 2018

Joe Jencks

November 2, 2018

Miles and Mafale

December 7, 2018

England’s Rupert Wates

January 4, 2019

Katherine Rondeau

February 1, 2019

Bobtown

March 1, 2019

Pat Wictor

April 5, 2019

The Levins

May 3, 2019

Lori Diamond and Fred Abatelli

June 7, 2019

TBA

Tickets are $20 with advance reservation, $22 at the door (higher fees occur on occasion)
Call ahead for discounted admission. Reservation list at the door. Cash or checks accepted.
Delicious homemade desserts available during intermission
To add your name to the Garden Stage Reservations List
Email: Reservations@GardenStage.com or Call: (516) 248-8891
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit our websites: www.GardenStage.com or www.UUCCN.org or Call: (516) 248-8891

at the

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN)
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 Telephone: (516) 248-8855 Website: UUCCN.org
Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the LIRR, Nassau Boulevard Station

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Central Nassau
Cordially invites you to our annual

Valentine’s
Family Dance
Party
Featuring music & dance lessons
by DJ Eddie Coddington
Invite your family and friends!
Dress casual festive.

Saturday, February 16
6:00 p.m.
Please bring a dish to share for dinner,
and bring your own drinks for you and
your family.
Suggested donation: $5 per adult, to pay
for the DJ. Children get in for free.

UUCCN, 223 Stewart Avenue, Garden City, NY
R.S.V.P. by February 10 to:
Dave and Anita Coddington at
coddingtons3@aol.com or anitagesky@aol.com

Upcoming Events
1/22

7 p.m.

Board Meeting

1/26

2 p.m.

Victorian Tea

1/27

3 p.m.

Chamber Music Series: Brofsky Cello Ensemble

1/29

12 p.m.

Submissions Deadline for February ADVANCE

1/31

12 p.m.

BYOL With Rev. Bailey

2/1

7:30 p.m.

Garden Stage: Bobtown

2/3

10 a.m.

RE Committee Meeting

12:30 p.m.

Adult Religious Education

2/13

7 p.m.

Clean Energy Task Force/Sierra Club Meeting

2/16

5 p.m.

Valentine’s Family Dance Party

2/17

3 p.m.

Chamber Music Series: Apollo Trio

2/19

7 p.m.

Board Meeting

3/1

7:30 p.m.

Garden Stage: Pat Wictor

3/3

10 a.m.

RE Committee Meeting

3 p.m.

Chamber Music Gala Benefit Concert and Reception

The Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Central Nassau
223 Stewart Avenue
Garden City, New York 11530
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891
Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays
Rev. Gordon Clay Bailey, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor
John Roleke, President
Patsy Kaplan, Vice President
Gerri Ferrai, Peggy Lyons & John Pritchard, Trustees
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus
David Silver, Director of Religious Education
Michael Sansonia, Music Director
Dolores Kale & Kathy Lang, Finance Chairs
Maria Sutton, Administrator and Designer
Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor

Visit our website at
UUCCN.org and
Like us on Facebook for
the latest news and

