
__________________________________________________________________________

Dear UUCCN, 

Though I wish I had green thumbs, in the 
metaphorical sense, I have two brown thumbs 
(not green!). I can hardly wait for spring!!! I’m 
excited as I savor the fact that I’ve made it this 
far through winter. Each year, when I am in a 
part of the world with cold winter, at this 
season, February comes and reminds me that 
spring and summer are coming my way—no 
matter what! 


Bring it on!!! 


As I reflect on the ups and downs and the 
challenges we face, I’m reminded that even in 
the February of our lives, spring and summer 
will come … seeds will sprout, bulbs will open 
up to the light, buds will unfurl. It’s hard to see 
it now, but a respite from the cold of winter will 
surely come.


And as that anticipation nurtures my own 
dream, my dreams, I turn to our shared ministry 
here at UUCCN. The season here at UUCCN is 
no different from this season of my life—your 
life. This is the season where we face 
challenges, wondering how many more we can 
take. The good news is that we’ve learned 
enough to know that we have to celebrate the 
positive. We’ve learned that we have to 
celebrate each other. Yes, we focus on 
“banning the blahs,” we make space for fun 


(which we should do much more often), and we 
move steadily toward spring. 


Perhaps it is time to imagine what is required of 
us. I’ll admit that if we do it right, this will 
probably be harder than it seems. Each of us 
will have a different “take” on what is being 
demanded of us. And of course, no matter 
what each one of us is engaged in during this 
season when we deal with the cold of winter—
whether we love the cold, or not—there’s 
always more that we can work on while we 
await spring and summer. Let’s at least try….


I hope that each of us will find unexpected 
ways to experience, and to celebrate, the joy of 
winter, a joy that only February can bring. 


May it be so.


HIGH HOPES… A Note from the 
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister 
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Every gardener knows that under the cloak of 
winter lies a miracle…a seed waiting to sprout,  
a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to 

unfurl. And the anticipation nurtures our dream.  
—Barbara Winkler 

Yours, HOPE

If the only prayer you ever say in your  
entire life is thank you, it will be enough.  

—Meister Eckhart 

Thank you, Les Forrai and Sandra Nazario, for 
the matching grant for the new Frantz Hall 
chairs. 


Thank you to all those who supported and 
participated in the Breakfast Run, coordinated 
by David Silver, DRE. 


Thank you to Anna Lea Smith and Patsy 
Kaplan, who “masterminded,” with their elves, a 
wonderful Victorian Tea. 


It’s hard to start thanking individuals without 
forgetting persons, so I’ll stop while I’m ahead. 
My message is simply this: Thank you all—
named, or unnamed—for all that you do for 
UUCCN. It matters! 




__________________________________________________________________________

The co-presidents are preparing for the spring 
with a focus on refurbishment plans spurred by 
the generous gift from Georgia Bertcher.


Our first foray: New chairs for Frantz Hall were 
installed with the help of matching funds from 
Les Forrai and Sandra Nazario. We are now 
seeking matching funds for new front doors 
and new floors for the main entranceway.


Amidst all the concerning political news, the 
Women’s March, and the Me-Too movement 
reflect a current of determination and hope. 
There are many new nominees running for 
office with growing grassroots support we 
haven’t seen for a long time. Taking charge 
seems to be the theme. 


UUCCN gives us the foundation and grounding 
to hold on and to press forward toward the 
pursuit and support of social justice.


Co-presidency gives us the opportunity to see 
the landscape of our community and discern 
what our future needs are.


We are a caring, supportive community that is 
there for one another and the community at 
large, and we need the help of all of our 
members to fulfill this mission. This is an all-
hands-on-deck congregation where we all 
need to help out with our individual gifts. There 
are leadership opportunities available.


The gift we receive back is community building. 


We wish you a Happy Spring!


Evelyn Kuntz and John Roleke  
Co-Presidents, UUCCN 

Opportunities for Personal 
& Spiritual Growth 


UUCCN has always invited members (and 
friends) to bring their gifts and passions; 
programs; suggestions, and more to the 
table…. Though there is a lot going on, there’s 
always room for more…. And I understand that 
this is part of our personal and spiritual growth. 


When we welcome folks into membership, I 
always ask, “What would you like to bring to 
UUCCN?” 


We wouldn’t have a Pumpkin Patch if it weren’t 
for VP Patsy Kaplan coming up with a new 
idea. We wouldn’t have the Breakfast Runs for 
the homeless that we have now if it were not 
for DRE David Silver’s leadership. We wouldn’t 
have a “spiffy” and informative newsletter if 
member Krissy Roleke (now ADVANCE editor) 
had not volunteered to take that on. We 
wouldn’t have a partnership with Sierra Club if 
Social Justice Committee leader Peggy Lyons 
hadn’t made it happen. And so it goes…. 


Please let me know what you’d like to bring to 
UUCCN by calling, texting, or emailing me at 
minister@uuccn.org. My answer, as often as is 
possible, is the same as it’s been over the 
years: “YES, of course!” And then together, 
we’ll figure out how….


Yours,  
HOPE  

  Co-Presidents  
       Column  

  • House & Grounds 

   • Denominational Affairs 

   • Finance 

   • Nominating 

   • Malette Art Gallery 

         • Membership  

   • Music 

   • Newsletter and Publicity 

   • Hospitality  
   • Religious Education 

  • Social Justice 

   • Small Group Ministry 

   • Stewardship 

   • Ways & Means 
   • Worship Arts

There are many ways to get involved at UUCCN. Please consider  
joining one of these wonderful committees:

mailto:minister@uuccn.org


__________________________________________________________________________

People don’t notice whether it’s winter or 
summer when they’re happy. —Anton Chekhov 

One of the happier moments enjoyed in the 
Religious Education program recently was 
going into New York City for a Breakfast Run 
on a cold morning on January 14 to provide hot 
food and provisions to the homeless. All of the 
participants agreed that this social action 
project is very important, helps us to live our 
UU values, and made us happy to be of 
service. We are planning another Breakfast Run 
in the spring.


The RE program was also the host of the 
Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative at the 
UU Fellowship of Huntington on Sunday 
evening, January 28. A group of happy 
volunteers prepared dinner, assembled toiletry 
bags, set up bedding for the overnight guests,  

and made breakfast and lunch bags to take 
with them the next morning. Another time we 
provided service to our community and added 
to our happiness. UUCCN will also be hosting 
HIHI on Sunday, March 25.


I am so thankful for the adults in the 
community who support our social action 
projects. Our program could not do this work 
without your generous assistance. We will 
continue to look for opportunities to serve 
others, no matter what the weather may bring.


David Silver, Director of Religious Education 

Upcoming dates of note: 
Sunday, February 11 
—RE Committee Meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
—Adult Education at 12:30 p.m. 

Sunday, February 25 
—Social Action Sunday during RE class


Religious Education News

The Religious Education 
Committee hosted a 
Breakfast Run in 
Manhattan on January 
14. Families and other 
congregation members 
gathered to cook food 
to hand out and to also 
sort clothing donations. 
We met at 6:30 in the 
morning at UUCCN and 
headed out. We ended 
up with around 20 very 
grateful homeless 
people, and a bunch  
of UUCCN members 
with cold noses and 
warm hearts.  
           —Lisa Donigian  

Clockwise from top left: 
The baking crew makes 
muffins; volunteers sort 
donations and toiletries; 
the sun rises over the 
East River at the 
Breakfast Run site

Chalice: UU Art by Tony Baldwin

Photos: Lisa Donigian

http://www.uuchaliceart.com/
http://www.uuchaliceart.com/


__________________________________________________________________________

30 Days of Love  
The UUA’s Standing on the Side of Love 
campaign is in the midst of its annual 30 Days 
of Love movement. This week’s theme is 
“Drought Times: Endurance and Commitment.” 
Check the website for more info.


Congregants Push for Prison Reform 
With Solitary Confinement Art Exhibit

On January 14, the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Shelter Rock hosted a photo 
exhibit to call attention to the unjust use of 
solitary confinement in prisons. The event was 
featured in an article in The Island Now. Special 
guest speakers included Jack Davis, an 
advocate for New York Campaign for 
Alternatives to Isolated Confinement; Jean 
Casella of Solitary Watch; and Doug Van Zandt 
and Alicia Barazza, whose son committed 
suicide in solitary confinement.


UUME Launches New Website  
Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth has 
launched a new website! Check it out 
at UUMFE.org. “Humanity faces many great 
challenges and injustices in the 21st century 
stemming from climate change, environmental 
racism, rapid biodiversity decline, cruel and 
unsustainable food systems, poverty, 
corruption, hateful discrimination, greed, and 
general human disregard, and disconnection 
from one another and the Web of Life on Earth. 
UUMFE observes this truth but does not accept 
it as a fateful demise—believing instead that a 
vibrant and sustainable future on Earth can be 
achieved through unrelenting, collective action 
grounded in love, equity, and reverence for the 
interdependent Web of Life. The new website is 
geared toward empowering this kind of action.”  
—Aly Tharp, UUMFE Program Director

The UUA (Unitarian Universalist Association) 
has just changed the brand of the interfaith 
public advocacy campaign from “Standing on 
the Side of Love” to “Side With Love”. Here’s 
an interesting learning: Several persons who 
are advocates for disability rights felt that it 
was not fair to ignore abilities. Those who 
could not stand felt marginalized. My dear 
friend and colleague Rev. Jason Shelton 
changed his beautiful hymn from “Standing on 
the Side of Love” to “Answering the Call to 
Love.” I didn’t understand and we had lots of 
conversation, but with time, I’ve come to 
accept how important it is to widen the circle. 
“We amplify the voices of the oppressed 
through online media, we show up in 
partnership at justice events across the 
country, we lobby national leaders on 
immigration reform, racial justice, equality for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
people, religious freedom, and more, and 
above all, we work to make love real in the 
world.” (www.uua.org)


He drew a circle that shut me out — 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in.


Words above penned by poet Edwin Markham. 


Are we in?  

 Yours, HOPE  

A mother and daughters seek refuge at 
Unitarian Church to Escape Deportation 
“Vicky Chavez fled Honduras for asylum in the 
United States in 2014 because of domestic 
abuse, violence, and economic and social 
upheaval in her native country, supporters said, 
and she wasn’t going to take her children back 
to face that kind of danger… Now, she and her 
children will stay at the First Unitarian Church 
of Salt Lake City, in a classroom that’s been 
converted to a living space, the Rev. Tom 
Goldsmith said.” Read the full Salt Lake 
Tribune article.


UUA News 
The latest from LIAC and beyond

https://sidewithlove.org/ourstories/thirty-days-of-love-endurance-and-commitment
https://sidewithlove.org/ourstories/thirty-days-of-love-endurance-and-commitment
https://sidewithlove.org/ourstories/
http://Photo%20exhibit%20on%20Solitary%20Confinement
http://nycaic.org/
http://nycaic.org/
http://nycaic.org/
http://solitarywatch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/uuministryforearth/?fref=mentions
http://uumfe.org/
http://www.uua.org
https://www.facebook.com/First-Unitarian-Church-of-Salt-Lake-City-116011744733/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/First-Unitarian-Church-of-Salt-Lake-City-116011744733/?fref=mentions
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2018/01/31/on-the-night-of-her-would-be-deportation-a-mother-and-her-daughters-seek-asylum-in-a-utah-church/


__________________________________________________________________________

UU Oughtta Be in Pictures  

UUCCN celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. on January 
14 with guest minister Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, 

who spoke of how “Civil Rights Are Not Enough,” 
pointing out that MLK understood that “there were still 

substantive human rights to achieve, such as 
economic equality.” Read the full sermon online. 

“January 20th last year was one of my worst days. The 
Women’s March the next day was one of the best. It gave 

me back hope for the country I love. This year, I was 
determined to be a participant instead of an observer!”  

—Doris Muench (pictured, with Tim Muench, at the  
2018 Women’s March on NYC)
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Music to our ears! UUCCN hosted the Brentano String Quartet (left) on January 14, and The Heather Pierson  

Trio (right) on February 2. Check out the flyers in the back of this newsletter for upcoming Chamber Music  
and Garden Stage concerts.

http://revtonyjohnson.org/
http://revtonyjohnson.org/


__________________________________________________________________________

This year's Victorian Tea saw our biggest 
crowd ever! A team of wonderful congregants 
worked together preparing sandwiches, baking 
scones, and serving approximately 160 guests. 

The event raised over $4,000 for UUCCN! 


Many of the volunteers took on multiple roles. 
Without each person’s participation, generosity, 
and cooperation, the Victorian Tea would not 
have been possible. Special thanks to Joe 
McAuley from the Freeport UU congregation 

for providing beautiful piano music during the 
event. Many answered the last-minute 
volunteer call after star Victorian Tea volunteer 
Anita Coddington was injured in the line of 
duty. We wish her a speedy recovery!


Thanks to all who helped make the Victorian 
Tea a wonderful time and a great fundraising 
success.


Anna Lea Smith and Patsy Kaplan 
Ways & Means Committee 

 




Our Cup of Tea 
Annual Victorian Tea welcomes record crowd

Photos by Maria Sutton

http://www.snuuc.org/


__________________________________________________________________________

Sierra Club Meetings:  
Change of Date for February 

Usually the Sierra Club meets the second 
Wednesday of the month from 7 to 9 p.m. in 
the Youth Room. This month, we’ll meet on 
Tuesday, February 6. Same room and time. 
The focus of this group is grassroots organizing 
for offshore wind development. We sent a 
truckload of holiday cards to Governor Andrew 
Cuomo asking for more offshore wind (two 
Long Island sites have already been approved 
for OSW). We’re also working with the Suffolk 
Sierra Club to do a strategy teach-in some time 
in February. Light refreshments. All are 
welcome to learn, work, and break bread with 
us. 


Share the Plate: 
Hurricane Survivor Support 

This month’s Share the Plate funds will go 
toward the victims of hurricanes in Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.


Peggy Lyons

Social Justice Ministries Chairperson 

February Sermons 
February 4 
The Beauty of the Dark

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson


February 11 
How to Be a Better Lover  
Damon Governa, Intern Minister


February 18 
Presidents’ Weekend Service 
TBA


February 25

Ban Those Blahs

Rev. HOPE


The UUCCN Book Group meets 
monthly at Evelyn Kuntz’s home in 

Williston Park. We try to stay abreast of 
current literature, read some biographies, 

look at many cultures, and enjoy the 
camaraderie while we do so. All are 

welcome! Contact Evelyn to join 
(uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com).  

 
 
 

BYOL 
BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH 

WITH REV. HOPE 
IN THE MINISTER’S OFFICE 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018 
AT 1:30 PM 

<�
TOPIC: “LOVE NOTES” 

UUCCN in 20 Minutes  
Feb. 11, at 12:40 p.m.  

Learn more about UUCCN at 
this workshop for 

newcomers, with Rev. HOPE


Social Action 
Committee 

mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
mailto:uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com
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Come join our Fun Party for young and old! 

Valentine’s Day Social 

 
 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 at 6 pm at UUCCN 

Professional DJ will also be teaching basic dance lessons! 

� 

Invite your family and friends for: 

FUN � SOCIALIZING � FOOD � WARMTH � DRINKS � DANCING 

� 

Please bring a dish and dessert to share for dinner, 

and bring your own drinks for you and your family. 

� 

Suggested donation: $5.00 per adult (to pay for DJ). 

Children are free. 

� 

Please RSVP as soon as possible (before February 23). 
Let us know how many people will be in your party so we can set up enough tables. 

Call Dave Coddington at 516-697-6541 (cell) or 516-483-9367 (home). 
 

UUCCN – Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 

Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 



__________________________________________________________________________

 

THE 
GARDEN CITY 
CHAMBER 
MUSIC 
SOCIETY 
2017-2018 SEASON 

�

Bruce Adolphe and Marija Stroke, Artistic Directors 
 

ALL CONCERTS ARE ON SUNDAYS AT 3:00 pm 
 

November 5, 2017  Lucas Pullin, classical guitar 
December 10, 2017 Alcott Trio 
January 14, 2018  Brentano String Quartet 
February 25, 2018  Emile Gendron, violin; Kathe Jarka, cello; 

Misha Amory, viola; Marija Stroke, piano 
March 18, 2018  The Apollo Trio 
April 15, 2018  Thomas Sauer, piano 
April 29, 2018  Gala Benefit Concert – Brofsky Cello Ensemble 
June 3, 2018   Emily Misch, soprano; Kathe Jarka, cello; 

Marija Stroke, piano 
 

TICKETS $15, STUDENT TICKETS $12 

������

THE GARDEN CITY CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
PERFORMANCES AT THE 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN) 
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530  
UUCCN Telephone: (516) 248-8855   Website: UUCCN.org 

For information (not on the day of the concert) call (212) 787-7088 
Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 



__________________________________________________________________________ 
garden          
stage 
2017-2018 season 

 
All shows on Friday at 8:30 p.m. with Open Mike at 7:30 p.m. 

 

November 3, 2017  Brother Sun 

December 1, 2017  Steven Pelland Music 

February 2, 2018  Heather Pierson Trio 

March 2, 2018  Cole, Nakoa, and Treacher 

April 6, 2018*  Nancy Beaudette (*rescheduled from January 5) 

May 4, 2018   Sloan Wainwright and Glen Roethel 

June 1 , 2018   Jim Trick 
  

Tickets are $20 in advance, $22 at the door 
Call ahead for discounted admission. Reservation list at the door. Cash or checks accepted. 

Delicious homemade desserts available during intermission 
 

To add your name to the Garden Stage Reservations List 
Email: Reservations@GardenStage.com or Call: (516) 248-8891 

 
For more information 

Email: GardenStage@GardenStage.com 
Visit our websites: www.GardenStage.com or www.UUCCN.org��

�
������

 
 
  

at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN) 

223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530  
Telephone: (516) 248-8855   Website: UUCCN.org 

Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 
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2/4 12:30 p.m. Adult Religious Education: “Is There a Right Way to Pray?”

2/6 7 p.m. Clean Energy Task Force/Sierra Club Meeting 

2/11 9:30 p.m. RE Committee Meeting

12:30 p.m. Adult Religious Education

12:40 p.m. “UUCCN in 20 Minutes” Workshop for Newcomers

2/14 1:30 p.m. BYOL With Rev. HOPE

2/20 4 p.m. Deadline for March ADVANCE Newsletter Submissions

2/24 6 p.m. Valentine’s Social

2/25 11 a.m. RE Social Action Sunday

3 p.m. Garden City Chamber Music Society Concert

2/26 7 p.m. Board Meeting

3/2 7:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Cole, Nakoa & Treacher

The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor

Evelyn Kuntz and John Roleke, Co-Presidents 
Patsy Kaplan, Vice President 
Diane Cohen, Georgiana Collins, Gerri Ferrai & Peggy Lyons, Trustees

Dave Coddington, President Emeritus 
David Silver, Director of Religious Education

Michael Sansonia, Music Director 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister

Maria Sutton, Administrator and ADVANCE Designer

Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor


Visit our website at 
UUCCN.org and  

Like us on Facebook for the 
latest news and photos!

Upcoming Events

http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://www.colenakoatreacher.com/

