
All that is gold does not glitter,  
Not all who wander are lost; 
The old that is strong does not wither,  
Deep roots are not reached by the frost.  

—J.R.R. Tolkien 

Dear UUCCN,  

As I reflect on the holidays and holy days that 
have already started, I find myself having mixed 
emotions. The stress. The joy. The fear that my 
“best prep” has simply not been “good 
enough.” The “wanting to see and host family 
and friends.” 


Yet, the reality of the inevitable balancing act in 
terms of, well, in terms of everything…. 


Instead of focusing on myself, and my stress 
level, I am consciously doing all that I can to 
focus on the magic of this season. 




I can give. So though money is not at an all-
time high, though I may not have a whole lot to 
give, I can share. And you know what, in the 


grand scheme of things, there is so much that I 
can give: time, a positive attitude, “another little 
piece of my heart,” and so much more. 


I can thank. Thank from my whole heart for the 
gifts that I have received. 


When I give and I thank, I will surely receive. It’s 
just the way it is. It works each and every 
time…. 


So, here’s the challenge I’ve given myself: 


Give. Give generously. Give with a loving heart.

Thank. Thank generously. Thank with a loving 
heart. Receive. Receive generously. Receive 
with a loving heart. 


I know that members of this congregation Give, 
Thank, and Receive. I invite each of you to 
continue to do so. I invite each of you to do so 
with an even greater generosity of spirit than 
you currently offer. I invite you to join me in 
doing so.


Happy Holidays. Hope-filled Holy Days. May 
the Magic of this Season, and the Love that 
abounds when we make space for it, lift you up 
no matter what…. 


HIGH HOPES… A Note from the Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister 

Yours,  
HOPE
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The joy of brightening other lives, 
bearing each other’s burdens, 
easing others’ loads, and 
supplanting empty hearts and 
lives with generous gifts 
becomes for us the magic of the 
holidays.  ~W.C. Jones 

UUCCN in 20 Minutes is a workshop for 
newcomers wanting to learn more about our 

faith and congregation. Join me in the Minister’s 
Office this Sunday, December 3, at 12:40 p.m.



  

With thoughts of sugarplums and fairies 
dancing in our heads, tree trimming, and lots of 
hot chocolate, we approach the holiday 
season.


The magical and bustling Pumpkin Patch may 
have come and gone, but there is still a lot to 
look forward to in the company of your fellow 
UUs! We co-presidents and Rev. Dr. Hope 
Johnson have planned a Retreat at UUCCN 
led by Rev. Laurie Stuart on Saturday, 
December 9, from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
which we hope you all can attend. (Lunch is 
included.) We hope this retreat will ground and 
prepare us for this coming year.


December 17, our annual Holiday Dinner will 
be held at the holiday-decorated Davenport 
Press in Mineola. This is an opportunity to 
break bread together in a festive atmosphere. 
Some of you have already signed up via the 
Service Auction. All are welcome. See or call 
Evelyn Kuntz or Karl Krafczek (516-294-6396) 
if you would like to attend.


Rene Gonzalez is heading up the annual Toys 
for Tots drive. Boxes for donations of new, 


unwrapped toys are available at the 
congregation.


Our annual Christmas Eve Service, ending 
with a candlelit ceremony, always captures the 
spirit of Christmas.


Diane Cohen will be leaving the co-presidency 
in the New Year. She has contributed greatly as 
financial liaison and always-present leader, and 
will be greatly missed. John Roleke has 
volunteered to be co-president with Evelyn 
Kuntz and will assume the role of financial 
liaison. He is a welcome addition to the team.


We thank our Minister, Rev. Hope; our 
hardworking Board; RE Director David SIlver; 
our ever-present and hardworking Finance 
Committee; and the Rental, House & Grounds, 
Ways & Means, and RE committees, chairs and 
participating members for all their contributions 
this year in keeping our congregation going! 
Without their work, we would not be able to be 
the viable community we are.


We wish all a Happy and Healthy New Year.


Evelyn, John, and Diane  

“When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.” ―Maya Angelou

Dear Friends, 

As we approach this holiday season, we give thanks for all the fun we have had at our Pumpkin Patch 
and Thanksgiving Luncheon, and the camaraderie we have experienced with old and new friends. The 
fall has set in, with winter close behind, and we are thinking of those in our congregation who will have 
pressing needs in the coming cold months.

 

Our Minister’s Discretionary Fund has always been available thorough the generosity of our 
contributions. So, in this, our Annual Appeal, we ask that you share the wealth and blessings we have in 
our connections with one another to replenish the Fund to provide for our community.

 

You can put cash or a check in an envelope clearly marked for the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. The 
fund will also be this month’s Share the Plate beneficiary.

 

We thank you for your continued support. We wish you all the blessings of peace, joy, and hope at this 
holiday season and throughout the coming year.


The UUCCN Board of Trustees 

Co-Presidents Column  

By Evelyn Kuntz, Diane Cohen, and John Roleke 



              Religious Education News  

I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to 
keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the 
Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three 
shall strive within me. I will not shut out the 
lessons that they teach! 
                 —Unitarian Author Charles Dickens 

The spirit of Christmas remains very much alive 
in the Religious Education Department, as we 
draw on our Christmas traditions from the past 
and bring them into the present and the future. 
Remembering those who are less fortunate 
than us will be the theme for our children and 
youth this month and beyond.


We will draw on our past by setting up the 
Mitten Tree once again in Frantz Hall on 
Sunday, December 3. Children and youth are 
encouraged to bring mittens, gloves and 
scarves to hang up to be distributed to needy 
children and adults in the area during the 
holiday season. Our annual Food Drive will be 
front and center during the month of December 
with a collection box prominently displayed. 
Children and youth will be asked to bring up 
their donations before being dismissed to 
religious education classes. All nonperishable 
food items are needed, but please, no items in 
glass containers.


Toys for Tots collections return to UUCCN 
after an absence of a few years, thanks to the 
efforts of RE Committee member Irene 
Gonzalez. A collection box has been set up 
near the coat rack just before Rev. Hope’s 
office. The toys collected will be turned over to 
local armed forces units for area distribution. 
Please bring in your donations by Sunday, 
December 17.


Our next Breakfast Run to benefit the 
homeless in New York City will take place on 
Sunday, January 14, 2018. A youth-led Bake 
Sale to fund this initiative is planned for 
January 7. Food Preparation will take place on 
Saturday, January 13. Please save these dates 
and let me know of your interest in supporting 
the Breakfast Run. 


UUCCN will also be hosting the Huntington 
Interfaith Homeless Initiative on Sunday, 
January 28, at the UU Fellowship of 
Huntington. As we have done in the past, we 
will be preparing dinner, breakfast, and lunch 
bags and other items to help some of the 
homeless in the community make it through the 
difficult winter season.


Thank you for supporting these activities and 
speaking with your children about the real spirit 
of Christmas. Getting presents is good during 
the holidays, but giving away presents, even as 
basic as a pair of mittens to a needy child, is 
even better. 


And don’t forget a much-beloved holiday 
tradition at UUCCN: the Religious Education 
Committee–sponsored Holiday Party on 
Sunday, December 17, where Santa will make 
his annual appearance. 


Other dates of note:  
 
Adult Education, Sunday, December 3, at 
12:30 p.m.: “Developing Resilience in Middle 
Age (Part 2).” The next Adult Education session 
will be January 21, 2018.


Coming of Age Program Orientation and 
application deadline, Saturday, December 9, at 
UU Fellowship of Huntington.


RE Committee Meeting, Sunday, December 3, 
at 9:30 a.m.


Christmas Service, Sunday, December 24. 


 
David Silver 
Director of Religious Education 

Note: There will be No RE class on 
December 24 or December 31. 

Chalice illustration courtesy uucqc.org

By David Silver

http://uucqc.org
http://www.uufh.org/
http://www.uufh.org/
http://uucqc.org


Social Action  
Ministry Report  

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.  
                             —Martin Luther King Jr. 

I recently returned from the Sierra Club’s Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion conference in Denver, and it  
was very moving and eye-opening. It was an  
honor to be selected to attend alongside four fellow 
New York volunteers. We plan to share some  
of the experience and learning with the congregation 
and work on our awareness of undercover “isms"  
and generate some paths toward reparation and 
healing. 


Elizabeth Gonzalez and I would like to have a 
teach-in that possibly leads to a New York 
Communities for Change (NYCC) rally. Stay tuned!


 

On November 19, the Sunday Service was led by Religious Education Director David Silver and the RE students 
(shown above, left), who played music, sang, did readings, and shared what they were thankful for. Many thanks 
go to Rev. Hope, the Ad Hoc Choir, and Music Director Michael Sansonia for their contributions to the wonderful 
service. Following the ceremony was a luncheon hosted by David Silver and the RE Committee and parent 
volunteers, Irene Gonzalez and Lisa Donigian (above right), Anna Lea Smith, Georgie Collins, Robin Rivera, Janis 
Scianablo, and Krissy Roleke.

Peggy Lyons 
Social Action Ministry Chairperson

A page from the book that Janis Scianablo 
wrote and illustrated. It’s based on UUCCN’s 
beloved Pumpkin Patch! Janis treated us to a 
reading during the Thanksgiving Service. 

The next Sierra Club Meeting will take 
place at UUCCN on Wednesday, 

December 13, at 7 p.m.

_______________________

https://www.sierraclub.org/
http://nycommunities.org/


Dear Members and Friends, 

The Stewardship Committee is writing to remind the members and friends who 
have not yet pledged for this campaign of 2017–2018 to please do so. 


Our goal for this campaign is $70,000 and we have a shortfall of $2,416. If 
you have not pledged for any reason please contact either: 


 
Anita Coddington  
516-581-2603  
anitagesky@aol.com

 
If you have a personal financial problem that prevents you from pledging, 
please contact Rev. Hope Johnson (yourshope@aol.com) to discuss your 
issues. 


We remind you that in order to be a member in good standing, you must make 
an annual pledge each year, as it is stated in our bylaws. 


Just remember that it is an honor and privilege to be a member of our spiritual 
community that cares so much for each other and also strives to help so many 
in need. If we are all committed to our congregation, it will flourish and grow 
with your seeds of generosity. We thank all of those who have pledged during 
this campaign.


The Stewardship Committee would like to take this opportunity  
to wish all of our members and friends a very 

HAPPY AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON  

UUCCN Stewardship Drive  2017–2018 
Building a Culture of Generosity and Commitment

Gerri Forrai  
516-567-1066  
gerriforrai@gmail.com

Submitted by: the Stewardship Committee  
Gerri Forrai, Trustee  

mailto:yourshope@aol.com


The Pumpkin Patch Does It Again!  
Thanks to our loving and tireless volunteers  

What makes a successful Pumpkin 
Patch? According to our partners at  
Pumpkins USA:

 
Good Traffic Flow Traffic flow is the key to 
success. Your patch needs to be on a main 
flow street for maximum exposure to the 
community.


Visibility From the Street Even great traffic 
flow won’t help if your pumpkins cannot be 
seen from the street. Advertising your patch 
through flyers, signs, and newspapers is good, 
but the best advertising is the visual impact of 
a sea of orange. Don’t put your pumpkins 
behind the church or indoors.


Access to the Pumpkins The Pumpkin Patch 
needs to be in a place that allows easy access 
for your customers. An entrance from the street 
and parking need to be available.


A Motivated Group of Volunteers A project 
coordinator from your organization plans and 
coordinates the patch management. But this is 
not a solo project. You need a group of 
motivated and enthusiastic volunteers to share 
the responsibilities.


How would you rate UUCCN in each of these 
areas?


The Pumpkin Patch has become UUCCN’s 
largest fundraiser. Thirteen years ago, we took 
a chance and imported a truckload of 
pumpkins from New Mexico. Each year we 
have grown, and for each of the last several 
years, we have had almost three truckloads of 
pumpkins delivered to our door from Pumpkins 
USA. 


Our profits, as well as our visibility in our local 
community, have grown steadily. As a 
congregation, many of us have dedicated the 

month of October to this operation and it has 
become a tradition for many of us as well as for 
the local community and beyond. We are “The 
Pumpkin Church.”


Because of the amount of energy it takes to run 
the Pumpkin Patch as it has grown, six years 
ago, the congregation hired a Pumpkin Patch 
manager for setup, aesthetics, maintenance, 
and general organization of the patch. This 
year, we also hired two young adults to help 
with the daily sales shifts. 


Each of the 13 years the UUCCN Pumpkin 
Patch has grown in number of people 
attending as well as financial profits for our 
congregation. In 2005, our net profit was about 
$5,000, and we were open for 14 days. Since 
2009, we have been open almost the full month 
of October and our profits have grown 
substantially. 


This year, our net profit from pumpkins 
came to about $30,000. Numbers and 
expenses are still coming in from flowers and 
baked goods.


Those of us who worked in the Pumpkin Patch 
had fun and talked and enjoyed each other’s 
company, and we have come to know one 
another in a different way. BUT, there is room 
for more people to participate. As our minister 
Hope Johnson has expressed, “There’s magic 
in the Pumpkin Patch.” Come and see! We’ll be 
happy to share with you.


The UUCCN board is holding a series of 
meetings to brainstorm and evaluate our 
Pumpkin Patch. You are invited to attend these 
meetings. The next one will be held on  
January 28. Watch for the date in the Advance 
and the weekly e-mail. Join us!


Patsy Kaplan, Pumpkin Patch Coordinator 

U       U        C    C   N       

https://www.pumpkinsusa.com/


                                  
Chamber Music  

Sundays at 3 Series


December 10, at 3 p.m.: Alcott Trio  
Music of Beethoven and Ives, with violinist  
Emily Popham, cellist Robert La Rue, and  

pianist Adrienne Kim. 
 

See flyer for details. 

       Garden Stage 
January 5: Nancy Beaudette  

Blending brave and honest songwriting, first-rate 
musicianship, and a huge helping of native 

Canadian wit, Nancy Beaudette is an artist of 
songs and heart.


See flyer for details. 

Holidays at UUCCN! 

Sunday, December 17, at 11 a.m.  
Holiday Service, followed by the  
Santa Party. All are welcome! 

Sunday, December 24, at 11 a.m.  
Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 24, at 5 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Caroling Potluck Party and 
Candlelight Service  

Sunday, December 31, at 11 a.m. 
New Year’s Eve Service

Check out the Holiday Gift 
Guide at UUA.org!

Live Music!

Sermons 
Dec. 3 Let It Shine 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister  

Dec. 10 (Over) Abundance!

Rev. Laurie Stuart 


Dec. 17 Holidays and Holy Days 
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister


Dec. 24 Christmas Eve in Poetry and 
Song (11am) 
David Silver, Director of Religious Education


Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service (5pm) 
Rev. HOPE


Dec. 31 Happiness and Acts of Kindness

David Silver 
 

http://www.uuabookstore.org/Holiday-Guide-C1396.aspx
http://www.uuabookstore.org/Holiday-Guide-C1396.aspx


Join us for a daylong retreat at UUCCN, led by  

Rev.  Laurie Stuart  

Saturday, December 9 

10:30 a.m.. to 4:30 p.m.  
(Lunch is included.) 

Find renewal and prepare for the  

New Year at UUCCN! 

R.S.V.P. by December 7 to roleke@gmaill.com.

You’re Invited! 
Congregational Retreat 



 UUCCN ’s Religious Education Committee Invites You to Our 

  
Annual Christmas Celebration! 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 
	

*		*		*		*		*			*		*		*		*		*			*		*		*		*		*			*		*		*		*		*			*		*		*		*		*				
	
	

	
	

	

	
	

	
			

	

During service, kids of all ages are invited to 
make gingerbread houses and crafts at the 

Winter Workshop. 
	

After service, all are welcome to the  
Mallette Room for Sweet Tooth,  

music, and the big man himself at the  

Santa Party!  
 

	

Don’t forget to bring in mittens,  
gloves, hats, or scarves for the  

Mitten Tree! 
 

*		*		*		*		*			*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*			 
Top Secret! Parents, for each child you are bringing to the Santa Party, please bring a 

wrapped gift labeled with the child’s name, and give it to David Silver to put in Santa’s sack. 

	



 

THE 
GARDEN CITY 
CHAMBER 
MUSIC 
SOCIETY 
2017-2018 SEASON 

�

Bruce Adolphe and Marija Stroke, Artistic Directors 
 

ALL CONCERTS ARE ON SUNDAYS AT 3:00 pm 
 

November 5, 2017  Lucas Pullin, classical guitar 
December 10, 2017 Alcott Trio 
January 14, 2018  Brentano String Quartet 
February 25, 2018  Emile Gendron, violin; Kathe Jarka, cello; 

Misha Amory, viola; Marija Stroke, piano 
March 18, 2018  The Apollo Trio 
April 15, 2018  Thomas Sauer, piano 
April 29, 2018  Gala Benefit Concert – Brofsky Cello Ensemble 
June 3, 2018   Emily Misch, soprano; Kathe Jarka, cello; 

Marija Stroke, piano 
 

TICKETS $15, STUDENT TICKETS $12 

������

THE GARDEN CITY CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
PERFORMANCES AT THE 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN) 
223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530  
UUCCN Telephone: (516) 248-8855   Website: UUCCN.org 

For information (not on the day of the concert) call (212) 787-7088 
Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 



 
garden          
stage 
2017-2018 season 

 
All shows on Friday at 8:30 p.m. with Open Mike at 7:30 p.m. 

 

November 3, 2017  Brother Sun 

December 1, 2017  Steven Pelland Music 

January 5, 2018  Nancy Beaudette 

February 2, 2018  Heather Pierson Trio 

March 2, 2018  Cole, Nakoa, and Treacher 

May 4, 2018   Sloan Wainwright and Glen Roethel 

June 1 , 2018   TBA 
  

Tickets are $20 in advance, $22 at the door 
Delicious homemade desserts available during intermission 

 
To add your name to the Garden Stage Reservations List 

Email: Reservations@GardenStage.com or Call: (516) 248-8891 
 

For more information 
Email: GardenStage@GardenStage.com 

Visit our websites: www.GardenStage.com or www.UUCCN.org��
�

������
 

 
 
  

at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau (UUCCN) 

223 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530  

Telephone: (516) 248-8855   Website: UUCCN.org 

Corner of Nassau Boulevard, 1/2 block north of the Long Island Railroad, Nassau Boulevard Station 
 



Upcoming Events

Advance 
The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 
www.uuccn.org / www.facebook.com/uuccn 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Diane Cohen, Evelyn Kuntz, and John Roleke, Co-Presidents 
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus

Patsy Kaplan, Vice President

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister and ADVANCE Content Editor

David Silver, Director of Religious Education

Michael Sansonia, Music Director 
Damon Governa, Intern Minister

Maria Sutton, Administrator

Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor


12/3 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

12 p.m. Mitten Tree Setup

12:30 p.m. RE Adult Education: “Resilience (Part 2)”

12:40 p.m. UUCCN in 20 Minutes (workshop for newcomers)

12/9 10:30 a.m. Congregational Retreat With Rev. Laurie Stuart

Coming of Age Orientation (and Application 
Deadline), UU Fellowship at Huntington

12/10 3 p.m. Chamber Music Concert: Alcott Trio

12/13 7 p.m. Sierra Club Meeting

12/17 12 p.m. RE Santa Party (following Worship Service)

12/19 7 p.m. Board Meeting

12/20 5 p.m. Deadline for January ADVANCE

12/24 5 p.m. Christmas Eve Caroling Potluck Party and 
Candlelight Service

1/5/2018 7:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Nancy Beaudette

Visit our website at 
UUCCN.org and  

Like us on Facebook for the 
latest news and photos!

http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN

