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Dear UUCCN, 

What I love best of all about February is the 
certain knowledge that the signs of spring 
are evident if I have to force myself to take 
the time to notice while I’m bundling up 
against the bitter cold of winter. So it is at 
this season. 


This season of uncertainty, fear, just not 
understanding what is going on all around 
me, all around us. The feeling that we are out 
of control within ourselves, within the 
settings in which we find ourselves, within 
UUCCN, within our world…


As I reflect on this, I recognize how easy it is 
for us to be caught up in this. In the midst of 
all of the good and positive that so many are 
engaged in, the bravado that we exude, the 
positive vibes, we are still often filled with a 
sense of helplessness and hopelessness. 
Short tempers, mean-spiritedness, and anger 
are present. We don’t cut ourselves, or each 
other enough slack. Let the light that is trying 
to get into our lives and our hearts in! 


While discussing the woes of the world, I 
shared something with a treasured friend that 
I now share with each of you:


“This is a microcosm of the larger world, 
especially at these fragile and brittle times.  
We hurt each other without even knowing 
what we are doing because we are hurting.... 
Be gentle with yourself as you are with your 


loved one who is struggling. And tell me what 
brings them joy….”


So, I ask each of you—and myself—to be as 
gentle with yourself as you are with those 
you love. 


And ask yourself, and each of them: What 
brings you joy? 


Let’s get busy! Ban those Blahs, and pass 
the Blessings on…. 


HIGH HOPES… A Note from the 
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister 
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Waiting in the Wings 
By Emile Pinet 

Sunbeams weave in-between twigs of  
skeletal trees.  

And a web of shadows dance with each  
feisty breeze. 

A silver sky shimmers, like cheap carnival glass.  

And a fickle sun is too weak for blades of grass.  

Snow accumulates on branches that crack  
and break.  

And tumble to the ground, clinging onto  
each flake.  

Sugar maples run dry, not even one sweet drip. 

And snowmen aren’t melting, embraced in 
Winter’s grip.  

Spring’s out there shivering, just waiting in  
the wings. 

Standing  
on the  

Side of Love

BYOL With Rev. Hope Feb. 22, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Join the Bring Your Own Lunch gathering. 

Yours, HOPE



__________________________________________________________________________

As we enjoy this winter season, with its 
clear, cool days and nights, we are mindful 
of the upcoming spring, which will be here 
before we know it.


The Board spent a good part of its January 
meeting in conversation about creating 
UUCCN’s future.  We talked about support 
for new ideas, ways to foster camaraderie, 
to have fun together, to nurture our spirits, 
to put more “fun” back into “fundraising,” 
and to reach out and grow our 
congregation.


To this end, we are establishing four special 
Working Task Forces, so named as not to 
imply an ongoing committee. They are: 


Fundraising 
Mission Development  
Publicity/Outreach 
Social Action   


In addition, our Worship Arts Committee is 
going to meet, to talk about all we offer and 
to discuss new ways of offering our 
worship. Consideration is being given to 
virtual sermons/worship as an outreach 
strategy and as a way for those who 
cannot make it to a service on Sunday 
morning to stay connected.


We welcome your input and involvement.  
If you want to participate in a meeting  
of the task forces, please let us know  
at cohen142@aol.com or 
uuccnevandkarlk@yahoo.com.


Peace!


Diane Cohen and Evelyn Kuntz 

Nassau Unity Collaborative


UUCCN hosted the first meeting of the 
Nassau Unity Collaborative on January 8. 
(See the UUCCN Facebook page for the 
Newsday coverage.)


This Unity group will keep its members 
connected to actions that protect the rights 
and safety of all, that will be taking place 
on Long Island and beyond. The 
Collaborative is also organizing local action 
networks, first responder groups/trainings, 
and legislative actions.


Any and every interested individual can 
sign on to the Collaborative by reviewing 
and signing the Unity principles, which are 
very much in sync with UU principles.


UUCCN is also looking for someone to 
serve as the point person for our 
congregation. This would involve keeping 
the congregation informed about the 
activity of the Collaborative and presenting 
us with the opportunities available to us.


If you are interested in learning more about 
how to become involved or how to serve as 
the UUCCN point person, please contact 
Diane at cohen142@aol.com.


*  *  *  *  *


The UUCCN Book Group meets monthly  
at Evelyn Kuntz’s home in Williston Park.  

We try to stay abreast of current literature,  
read some biographies, look at many 
cultures, and enjoy the camaraderie  

while we do so. All are welcome!  
Contact Evelyn to join.

  Co-Presidents  
       Column  

Winter is a season of recovery and 
preparation. —Paul Theroux 

Chalice: Red River UU Church

mailto:cohen142@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN/
mailto:cohen142@aol.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank?subject=
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Our Religious Education program started 
February off strong with our Tribute to 
Scouting Service. Many of the UUCCN 
children and youth are involved with 
Scouting programs and we learned how 
the Scout groups’ laws and the covenants 
that the troops create are very similar to 
our Seven UU Principles and how we 
covenant as a religion. Robby Behar was 
presented with his Scouting badge by Rev. 
Hope and we enjoyed a special celebration 

after the service. Thank you again to Anna 
Lea Smith, our lead RE teacher, for 
providing a special cake for the occasion.


A Special Art 
Project is taking 
place in our 
classes this month relating to the UU 
Chalice. We have been exploring the 
origins and symbolism of the chalice, and 
each youth was asked to envision what the 
chalice means to them as an individual. 
After initial sketches are made, canvases 
will be provided, and under the direction of 
an art teacher, they will create oil-based 
paintings that will be put on display around 
the congregation and spoken about in 
April, during our next Multigenerational 
Service.


The RE Committee will meet February 12, 
and we are looking to add new members 
for next year, as long-serving members will 
be rolling off of the committee. Please try 
to attend one of our meetings to learn more 
about how we operate and consider joining 
the committee in the fall.


Our next Social Action Project with the 
youth will take place on Sunday, February 
26, as UUCCN hosts 
the Huntington 
Interfaith Homeless 
Initiative (HIHI) at the 
UU Fellowship of 
Huntington, my home 
congregation. Every 
Sunday night for the 
past 10 years, my 
congregation has 
hosted the area 
homeless and 
provided them with a 
clean, safe space to 
gather and sleep, a 
hot meal, clothes, 

Religious Education News

http://www.uufh.org/faith-in-action/hihi/
http://www.uufh.org/
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toiletries, and breakfast and lunch bags to 
take with them as they leave in the 
morning. This requires lots of volunteers, 
and we at UUCCN are pleased to step up 
and do our share and take the lead on this 
one evening. 


I am asking for parents and youth to meet 
me at the Huntington congregation around 
4:30 p.m. that Sunday to set up sleeping 
space, prepare, serve, clean up after 
dinner, and supervise the evening. We 
should be done by 8:30 p.m. Please speak 
to me if your family can help so we can 
plan our menu and make sure that we 
represent our congregation well. Join in this 
great community-building event!


Our next Breakfast Run to benefit the 
homeless in New York City will take place 
on Sunday, March 26. Our first planning 
meeting is Sunday, February 26 right after 
services, and the youth will be holding a 
Bake Sale on Sunday, February 19, to raise 
money to support this event. Again, please 
let me know of you’re interested in being a 
part of this event—and thank you for your 
past support. 


And please save the date for our next 
Multigenerational Service on Sunday,  
April 9, which will be led by our children 
and youth. Everyone is excited about 
presenting their words, music, and works 
of art to the congregation at the service, 
which will be followed by an RE 
Committee–sponsored luncheon and other 
special events.


David Silver 
Director of Religious Education 

UUCCN Celebrates MLK  
By Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson 

“Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.”—MLK Jr. 

     
UUCCN celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. 
on January 15. As I prepared for this 
service, I knew that I, as Minister of 
UUCCN, needed to get across a timely 
message in the face of all that is going 
on…. I wanted to draw the congregation’s 
attention to a particular speech given by 
Rev. Dr. King that bears relevance today. I 
knew that I could not bring his words to 
life, so I called on the one person I knew 
who could do this for me. I reached out to 
Tim Muench, longtime member and former 
president of UUCCN. 


Tim, can you help me out? Can you help us 
out? You are the only one who can bring 
King’s words to life…. And Tim said, “YES!” 
Friends, it was a joy to welcome him home 
to UUCCN to the pulpit where he 
channeled MLK Jr. as only he could have 
done. You could have heard a pin drop! 
Tim, thank you for sharing the gift of your 
voice by imparting a critical message on 
such an important day. 


As I look at what is happening today, I 
return to lessons learned from a speech by 
King that is as appropriate now as it was 
some 50 years ago. He was way ahead of 
the curve when he warned us of the 
“deadly triplets” that Rabbi Arthur Waskow 
of the Shalom Center cites are alive and 
well today: racism, militarism, and 
materialism. King was assassinated a year 

Upcoming Youth Conferences  
• February 24-26, Unitarian Society 

Ridgewood, N.J. (Grades 6–8) 
• March 4-5, All Souls Church, NYC  

MLK Jr. illustration: Dave Averdick / DaveVsDave

https://www.uua.org/central-east/youth/districtyouth
https://www.uua.org/central-east/youth/districtyouth
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after that speech, and the triplets 
live on. 


At this Sankofa moment, from the 
West African tradition, we must 
take the time to look back, so that 
we can be rooted in the task at 
hand, understand the present, and 
then reshape the future. “Woe is 
me” is old. The “days of 
lamentation” better be over. Our 
perpetuation of ignorance 
coupled with good intentions is 
stale. It’s time to get real. We can 
better understand what got us to 
this “reality show” in which we 
find ourselves by doing our 
homework so that we will 
effectively shape that Beloved 
Community that we still long for, 
and dream of, despite the harsh 
realities of the day. 


I urge you to read Dr. King’s stellar 
speech “Beyond Vietnam: A Time 
to Break Silence,” shared at New 
York’s Riverside Church 50 years 
ago. I urge you to study the 
“Show the Love” resources listed 
on the UUA website. 


Unitarian Universalists embody 
the Living Tradition. Rev. Dr. King’s 
legacy lives on through each of 
us. Let’s find our voices. It’s time 
to GET BUSY!!!  

ONE LOVE  

WE are one

A diverse group

Of proudly kindred spirits

Here, not by coincidence—

But because we choose to journey— together.


We are active and proactive

We care, deeply

We live our love, as best we can

 

We ARE one

Working, Eating, Laughing,


Playing, Singing, Storytelling, Sharing and Rejoicing.

Getting to know each other.

Taking risks

Opening up

Questioning, Seeking. Searching… Trying to understand…

Struggling…Making Mistakes

Paying Attention…Asking Questions

Listening…

Living our Answers…

Learning to love our neighbors

Learning to love Ourselves

 

Apologizing and forgiving with humility

Being forgiven, through Grace.

 

Creating the Beloved Community—Together 


We are ONE 	


~ Hope Johnson. “Voices From the Margins: An  
Anthology of Meditations,” Skinner House, April 2012

A note from Rev. Hope… I penned this 
piece years ago when UUCCN went through a 
“rough patch.” Though it was difficult, I 
maintained my “non-anxious” presence as I tried 
my best to remain centered. Thankfully, I knew 
that as difficult as it was, I was not alone. We 
were in it together! And I knew that I was “at 
home.” I learned that there is no perfection—
even when there is love. I offer this now as an 
anchor, a symbol of hope, a personal reminder in 
these trying times: We are not alone. 
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30 Days of Love The UUA’s 
Standing on the Side of Love 
campaign is in the midst of its 

annual 30 Days of Love movement, 
which comes to a close on 

February 14. The final week’s 
theme is “Commitment and 

Sustenance.” Check the website 
for more info.


http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/45a/058.html
http://www.uua.org/action/show-love/blog
https://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/ourstories/courageous-love-relationships-and-movements
https://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/ourstories/courageous-love-relationships-and-movements
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There is a silver lining in the current political 
reality: Many people are feeling the urgency 
for personal activism. Complacency is 
being transformed into active compassion. 
We don’t have the luxury of remaining in a 
state of shock. We need to radically live our 
values and stand up for what we believe. 

 

As a nation, we are struggling with issues 
involving a free press, the environment, the 
EPA, Muslims, Mexicans, Native 
Americans, refugees, sanctuary cities, 
diplomacy, human rights, a woman’s right 
to choose, health care, a working wage, 
and entitlements. And public response has 
been nothing short of amazing!


On January 21, UUCCN and other UUA 
members and friends joined the historic 
marches in Washington, D.C., and New 
York City. There are so many ways to get 
involved in social justice work here at 
UUCCN, on Long Island, and beyond. 


Social Justice Volunteer Opportunities  
at UUCCN: An Appeal for Fellowship 

I would like to invite our members to  
co-host (and attend) UUCCN social justice 
events to give much-needed support. 
Specifically, I am asking for help with  
the Sierra Club Meeting on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month, from  
7 to 9 p.m., and at the new RESIST Film 
Series on Friday nights (see dates at right). 
You can volunteer to co-host just one 
event, or as many as you want. This would 
be an enormous boost to our Social 
Justice efforts and to me personally. 
Contact me at the email address below.  

*   *   *  *  *  
EVENTS 

 Social Justice Ministry: Love in Action 
                        By Peggy Lyons 

4 Ways to Stand on the Side of Love 

1. Become Informed. From conscientious news 
services (e.g., Democracy Now, Truthout, Daily 
Kos, The Nation, Rachel Maddow, Thom 
Hartmann). Two of my favorite sources on local 
progressive events: Lisa Oldendorp’s “Upcoming 
Events”: oldendorpl@gmail.com; and the Long 
Island Progressive Coalition  
E-blast: dfingas@lipc.org.


2. Start a New Morning Routine. In the words of 
Michael Moore, “Wake up, brush teeth, make 
coffee, contact Congress.”


3. Donate. Give even just a little to the groups 
that you most admire. They are doing the hard 
work of fighting for change.


4.  Join a Group That Stirs Your Passion. See 
local groups on the following page. 

RESIST: Spring Film Series at UUCCN 
In response to the public call to resist and 
organize, we will bring back UUCCN’s popular 
film screenings on the importance of freedom  
of the press and the need for an informed 
electorate for the success of our experiment in 
democracy. The Long Island Task Force will 
screen a series that includes Shadows of 
Liberty, The Brainwashing of My Dad, Project 
Censored: The Movie, Broadcast Blues, and 
Orwell Rolls in His Grave. Includes food, 
fellowship, and great discussions. Save these 
dates: March 10 , April 28, May 12, and June 9. 



__________________________________________________________________________

GROUPS 

The Long Islanders for Clean Energy Task 
Force at UUCCN. Meets at 7 p.m. on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month at 
UUCCN. This group is part of Sierra Club’s 
Beyond Coal Campaign, with the goal of 
transitioning to renewable energy in New 
York State. Our focus is on the 
development of offshore wind-
energy farms.


MoveOn. Meets the first Saturday of the 
month, noon to 2 p.m., in Westbury. This 
activist group works on issues like getting 
money out of politics, corporate media 
control, endless war, climate change, 
preserving democracy, fighting TPP and 
DAPL, immigrants’ rights, and voter 
rights. Contact: peggylyons1@gail.com.


Food and Water Watch and CAIC 
(Campaign for Alternatives to Isolated 
Confinement). The UU Congregation at 
Shelter Rock hosts monthly meetings of 
both these important groups. Contact Clair 
DeRoche: cderoche@uucsr.org.


*  *  *  *  *


To quote a popular saying on the French 
left: L’heure est à l’optimisme, laissons le 
pessimisme pour des temps meilleurs. 
(“The hour calls for optimism; we’ll save 
pessimism for better times.”)


Peggy Lyons 
Social Action Ministries 
peggylyons1@gmail.com 
516-375-8867 

Sunday Services 
February 12 
Worship Works! 
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Michael Sansonia, 
and David Silver. After the service, all who 
are interested in Worship and Worship Arts 
at UUCCN are invited to join a conversation 
with Rev. HOPE. 

February 19 
Prayers for These Times  
Rev. Karyn O’Beirne, Interfaith Minister 

February 26 
Bacchanal to Lent! 
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Michael Sansonia, 
and David Silver 
 

_____________________ 

UUSC Declaration  
of Conscience  

The UU Service Committee invites 
UU members to sign on to the 

Declaration of Conscience: 

In this extraordinary time in our nation’s 
history, we are called to affirm our profound 
commitment to the fundamental principles 
of justice, equity and compassion, to truth 
and core values of American society…. 

As people of conscience, we declare our 
commitment to translate our values into 
action as we stand on the side of love with 
the most vulnerable among us.  
We welcome and invite all to join in this 
commitment for justice. The time is now.

http://connect.uusc.org/l/103112/2017-01-17/gpgn2
http://connect.uusc.org/l/103112/2017-01-17/gpgn2
mailto:peggylyons1@gail.com
mailto:cderoche@uucsr.org?subject=
mailto:peggylyons1@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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________________________________________________________ 
Victorian Tea a Success! 

It may take a village to raise a child, but how many are  
needed to make a successful Victorian Tea? 

Forty-five congregants worked together to raise approximately $3,200 for UUCCN. Many of 
the volunteers had multiple roles. Without each person’s participation, the Victorian Tea 
could not have been possible. 


Each year, UUCCN has improved various aspects of the Tea. We hope to continue the 
tradition next year by making a firm deadline to accept pre-paid reservations to avoid 
confusion in seating arrangements.


Thanks to all who helped at the Victorian Tea. It would not have been possible without your 
generosity and cooperation.


     Anna Lea Smith 
     Ways & Means Committee 

Live Music Up Close & Personal 

March 3 
Efrat with Aaron Nathans & Michael Ronstadt 

April 7 
Scott Wolfson & Other Heroes 

Shows start at 8:30 p.m., preceded by open mic at 7:30.  
Delicious refreshments at intermission. More info: calendar@uuccn.org. 

Garden Stage

mailto:calendar@uuccn.org
mailto:calendar@uuccn.org
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Valentine’s Bash 
Let’s Par01!

Sat4rday, Febr4ar1 11  
UUCCN  

6 p.m.

RSVP by Febr4ar1 8 to Anita & Dave at (516-483-9367) 
Small donation of $5 per adult 

Buffet dinner! 
BYOB and please 

bring a dish  
(for 4) to share. 

DJ!  
Dance, ballroom,  
and kids’ music! 
Dance lessons!

Feel [ee to invite your  [iends!



__________________________________________________________________________

The Garden City Chamber Music Society Invites You to Its

              GALA BENEFIT  
     CONCERT & RECEPTION 

    Sunday, March 5, at 3 p.m.
 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau
223 Stewart Ave., Garden City

Tickets: Concert, $15; Reception, $20. Make checks payable to UUCCN 
and mail to 223 Stewart Ave., Garden City, NY 11530. 
For more info, call: 212-787-7088 or 516-248-8855

✴Music by Haydn, Andrew Norman, Dvořák 
✴Tara Helen O’Connor, flute 
✴Kristin Lee, violin 
✴Roger Tapping, viola 
✴Natasha Brofsky, cello 
✴Marija Stroke, piano

http://www.offthehookarts.org/artists/marija-stroke/
http://www.offthehookarts.org/artists/marija-stroke/
http://uuccn.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 


ANNUAL SPRING DINNER 
APRIL 8, 2017 

 


The workshop & dinner will be held at  
The Veatch House 

UU Congregation of Shelter Rock 
48 Shelter Rock Rd, Manhasset 

Tickets will be $20 per person in advance, 
$25 at the door, $10 for students 

Checks payable to: LIAC (memo line: Spring Dinner). Send payment to: Gretta Johnson-
Sally (LIAC Financial Secretary), 5 Reydon Place, Commack, NY 11725.  

For additional information, contact Gretta at gjsdre@hotmail.com. 

With FREE AFTERNOON  
WORKSHOP! 2 p.m. 

COCKTAIL HOUR 5 p.m.


DINNER & KEYNOTE 6 p.m.

mailto:gjsdre@hotmail.com
mailto:gjsdre@hotmail.com
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Calendar

2/11 6 p.m. Valentine’s Party/Dance

2/12 9:30 a.m. RE Committee Meeting

2/16 7 p.m. Board Meeting

2/19 12 p.m. Bake Sale Fundraiser for Breakfast Run

2/22 1:30 p.m. BYOL with Rev. Hope

2/26 12 p.m. Planning Meeting for Breakfast Run

4:30 p.m. UUCCN Hosts the UUFH Homeless Dinner

3/3 7:30 p.m. Garden Stage: Efrat with Aaron Nathans & Michael Ronstadt

3/5 3 p.m. Chamber Music Gala Benefit Concert & Reception

Advance 
The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Central Nassau 
223 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: 516-248-8855 / Fax: 516-248-8891 
www.uuccn.org 

Worship Services: 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Diane Cohen and Evelyn Kuntz, Co-Presidents 
Dave Coddington, President Emeritus

Patsy Kaplan, Vice President

Gerral Felson, Treasurer

Rick Menelly, Secretary

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister; ADVANCE Content Editor

David Silver, Director of Religious Education 
Michael Sansonia, Director of Music

Krissy Roleke, ADVANCE Editor/Designer 
Maria Sutton, Office Administrator


Visit UUCN online at UUCCN.org and  
Like us on Facebook for the latest news and photos!

http://www.uuccn.org
http://www.uuccn.org
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN
http://uuccn.org
https://www.facebook.com/UUCCN

