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High Hopes… A Note from the
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister
Dear UUCCN Members and Friends,
It is with both sadness and excitement that I
announce my departure from the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Central Nassau as
your called Minister.
I have accepted the invitation to serve the
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) as a
full-time Congregational Consultant. My
portfolio of responsibilities for the Central East
Region (CER) will continue with a focus on
Conflict Transformation and Cross-Cultural
Engagement. The rest of my portfolio will be
based in the Southern Region, where my
responsibility will be for Conflict
Transformation.
It has been my honor and privilege to serve as
your Minister for the past 15 years, first as a
Consulting Minister, before serving as your
Called Minister. I initially made a commitment
to serve for seven years. That has morphed
into a grand total of 15 years! I feel blessed!
Fifteen years ago, I was asked if I could “love a
congregation into health.” I replied, “Yes,” as I
accepted that challenge. UUCCN has
established its footprint in Long Island, and
beyond…. You have worked hard on being a
welcoming and radically hospitable community.
You will continue to grow in depth of spiritual
and religious commitment, in number, and in
your commitment to social justice. You have
created, sustained, taken chances on, and
participated in many wonderful programs over
the years. We have co-created consistent ways
to engage our hearts as well as our minds. I am
proud of you.

UU Congregation of
Central Nassau
I am grateful to all those who have served
professionally as Directors of Music, Directors
of Religious Education and Childcare Givers,
Oﬃce Administrators/Managers, and
Custodians. Many members of our Board of
Trustees have worked hard over the past years
to create a system of governance that serves
the needs of a growing congregation. I am
grateful for the collaborative relationships that I
have had with all who have served as
President, including: Diane Cohen, Dolores
Kale, Evelyn Kuntz, Tim Muench, John
Roleke, and Dave Coddington—Dave, at least
twice! I am grateful to all who have served in
various ways as hardworking Volunteers—you
made it all look so simple! And thank you to all
Supporters and Friends of UUCCN.
The next few months will be a time for
celebrating all that you have accomplished as
you discern your next steps into your future.
UUCCN will be ready to welcome its next
Minister so that you will continue to serve the
mission that you have set for yourselves. Your
Co-Presidents will be working with a Ministerial
Search Team to find a new Minister. You will
continue to have the full support of CER, the
UUA, and me. The ministry that we have
accomplished together is well known
throughout CER and the UUA. This bodes well
for the future of what I lovingly call “The Little
Engine That Could.”
As the congregation that nurtured me, and
provided the foundation for me to flourish, you
will remain in my heart forever.
Continued Blessings. Continued Thanks.
Continued Love.

Yours,
HOPE

President’s Letter
Dear Members and Friends of UUCCN:
It is a time of change. As you are aware, Rev.
Dr. Hope Johnson will soon leave UUCCN to
pursue a full-time opportunity with the UUA.
Her end date will be in the first week of August.
Hope has served for 15 years at UUCCN and
has touched many, many lives. We wish her the
best and we will miss her!
We congratulate Hope for the recognition that
she has received by the national Unitarian
Universalist Association for the work she has
done as congregational consultant for the
Central East Region. She will now take
responsibility for the Southern Region as well.
The UUCCN Board has authorized a Ministerial
Search Committee to find a new minister who
will be half-time but on an annual contract (like
Rev. Hope is now). This team will interview
candidates and make a recommendation to the
board. We are not ready to find a called
minister. That will be at least a year oﬀ.
We are in contact with the UUA, and Linda
Anderson—a UU Community Minister and also
a past president of UUCCN—is our assigned
transition coach.
UUCCN has seen these changes before, and
many members have gone through similar
transitions. We have strong support from the
UUA in this process and a strong committee.
We will continue together with confidence and
love at our spiritual home.
It has been my honor to serve for the past year
with two wonderful co-presidents: Diane
Cohen, who stepped down in December,
and Evelyn Kuntz, who has just stepped down
after two years of service. Thank you, Evelyn,
for everything you have done! This is a
challenging volunteer job, and you led with
grace and wit. I owe Evelyn and Diane so
much. I thank you—we all thank you.
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We also owe a big thanks to Karl
Krafczek, who has been a stalwart of our
Rental Committee and is also stepping down.
Rentals have become key to UUCCN’s budget,
accounting for more than 20 percent of
income, and Karl has been a big part of that
success.
Anita Coddington has already stepped up to
volunteer on the Rental Committee, and Hope,
Diane, and Evelyn have prepared us well for the
road ahead. Onward!
Please check the UUCCN Weekly Update
emails for news on our ministerial search, the
wonderful Summer Services, and more.
Have a great summer!
John Roleke
UUCCN President

Dispatch from Mexico (May 2018)
By Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson
I am sending you the rays of the sun, the
coolness of the water, and the warmest
greetings from Playa del Carmen, Mexico,
where I am on a short “vacay.” It is a place that
I love to return to whenever I know that I must
get some R&R—even though it might be
inconvenient, time- or money-wise.
The concept of vacation makes me so happy!
A feeling of being “carefree” immediately enters
my psyche and calms me down. But, I’ll admit
that when I compare notes with others, I often
feel that I really don’t know how to be in real
“vacation mode.” Most of my family and
friends disconnect from the cares of the world,
the everyday matters, the phone calls, the
texts, the email, the Internet….
Not me. I figure out how to be connected and
how to stay connected before I go anywhere. I
get the electronic plan with the unlimited data,

and unlimited phone calls, and enough email
space for home and work. I simply don’t feel
comfortable unless I am connected. I used to
think it was because I had to stay connected to
my daughter Jova when she was young.
Homework done? Took out everything for
tomorrow? Time to wake up/go to bed.
Hmmmm… Then, as my Dad grew older, I
thought it was because I needed to be sure
that I could remind him to check his sugar
level, take his tablets, etc. But Jova’s grown
up. And Dad died years ago…. What is my
need for connection?
Perhaps it’s because I believe that I have to be
“in the know” at all times. Perhaps it’s my need
to believe that I’m in charge—even from a
distance while enjoying a “sippa” as I watch
the incredible beauty of a blue-ish/purple-ish/
orange-y sun as it sets over the Caribbean
Sea…. But, that’s not being in charge! That’s
being arrogant enough to think that I am in
charge. Sigh.
Dear Ones, what I do know is this—I am
committed to making a deliberate eﬀort to
begin to practice the art of letting go. I’m
about to visit Tulum to again explore the Mayan
ruins.… I’ll visit a cenote, perhaps one that I
haven’t visited before. I’ll take a dip in the clear
blue waters after I put on all of my snorkeling
gear so that I can pretend, for a short while, to
be a “real pro” before hanging out on the
beautiful white-sand beach.
YES! I will sign out of all of my connections—
for at least a few hours at a time. And life will
go on. And I will be fine. And you will be fine.
And we’ll reconnect very soon again. And then
I’ll start that cycle again. And again. And
again… And it may one day become a
spiritual practice for me. And, for us.
And all will be well. I promise.

Yours,
HOPE

Shannon Keane and Kevin Roleke at
the RE Sunday celebration on June 3.
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Religious Education
Love is the doctrine of this church, the quest of
truth is its sacrament, and service is its prayer. To
dwell together in peace, to seek knowledge in
freedom, to serve humanity in fellowship, to the
end that all souls shall grow in harmony with the
Divine—thus do we covenant with each other.

This covenant is spoken in many UU
congregations around the country during every
Sunday service. It is our statement of faith that
serves to remind us of what we stand for as a
community and also is useful to help explain
our faith to others.
“UU 101: Articulating Our Faith” was the theme
of a recent class in our Adult Education
program that is oﬀered once a month after
services. The class focused on our Unitarian
and Universalist history and how to explain
who we are to others.
Other themes of the program this year were
“Prayer,” “Gratitude,” “When Bad Things
Happen to Good People,” “The Power of
Forgiveness,” “Sympathy vs. Empathy,” and
“Happiness,” and “Good Book: The Bible and
Unitarian Universalists.”
Thank you to all who participated in our annual
Religious Education Sunday on June 3. We
honored Bridging high school senior Shannon
Keane and Coming of Age graduate Kevin
Roleke, and heard from both the youth

and adult participants in this year’s RE
program.
Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your
one wild and precious life? —Mary Oliver
During the summer months, I hope that you
have a chance to get back in touch with your
creative side, especially if you feel that you
want to find your inner spark again. I believe
that we are meant to be a people of creativity,
and I also think that we need to be mindful of
following our best intentions and keeping a
positive outlook.
There is an old folk tale about a traveler who
comes to a new town and sees several people
hard at work. They’re all alternating between
mining stone, or moving the mined stone, or
chiseling the stone. Curious, the traveler comes
up to the first worker and asks, “What are you
doing?” The first worker, exhausted, says, “I’m
stuck mining stone all day to make ends meet.
I hate it, but I need to put food on the table.”
Thrown oﬀ, the traveler goes up to the second
worker, asking the same question: “What are
you doing?” That second worker responds,
“Oh, sometimes I’m moving stones from one
spot to another, other times I help mine. It’s
okay work, and my family is grateful for the
house we have because of it.”
Feeling a little better with this response, the
traveler goes up to a third person, asking,
“What are you doing?” This third worker, with a
smile on his face, and a little bit of awe in his
eyes, answers, “I’m building a cathedral!”
What kind of cathedral can you build this
summer by following your best intentions and
rekindling your creative self, no matter what the
task entails? Maybe it is through crafting or
leading a worship service over the summer. Or
creating a piece of art with shells collected
along the beach. Or simply putting pen to
paper and writing notes of gratitude.
Wherever your summer takes you, I wish you
well and look forward to seeing everyone again
in September.
David Silver
Religious Education Director

From RE Sunday, June 3, 2018

In Appreciation of
David Silver and Anna Lea Smith
Many thanks to Hope, David, and Michael for
leading yet another wonderful, collaborative,
multigenerational service. You’re a great team,
and we all love what you do.
It was my honor this year to serve on the RE
Committee with David, Anna Lea Smith,
Georgie Collins, Lisa Donigian, Irene
Gonzalez, and Shannon Keane and to see this
great program at work. I also want to thank
those who helped this year, especially Janis
Scianablo, Robin Rivera, and David’s
daughter, Emily, who drove him to UUCCN and
assisted when he injured his foot.
The Committee wants to give special thanks to
Teacher Extraordinaire Anna Lea Smith and our
fearless RE Director, David Silver. It must be
that somehow their calendars have more than
24 hours in a day….
Anna Lea.
It is a pleasure to watch you teach the children
in our congregation. You put so much thought
and creativity into your lessons. And you
encourage your students to express
themselves. No matter their age, you speak to
people with the same respect and attention.
What greater role model could your students
have? You’re curious, brilliant, generous,
thoughtful, full of energy, funny, a master
storyteller, spiritual and irreverent, and a great
chef.
To put it simply: Anna Lea is the bee’s knees.
We love you and thank you.
David.
“Be a Real Revolutionary: Practice Your
Faith.” So says the bumper sticker on my
fridge. And I think of David when I see it.
David, You remind us what it means to be a
UU. You discuss matters of spirituality and
community and goodness and independent
thought, and you do the work.

You have led thought-provoking, intriguing,
collaborative, classes for both children and
adults. You truly care about other people of
all ages and what they have to say.
You remind us what it means to be a UU.
Thought your classes, your Words for All
Ages, your wonderful contributions to
Sunday Service, your conversations.
You have brought us all together for service
projects like feeding the homeless on the
Breakfast Run and writing letters to and
making gift bags for children in the hospital.
Thank you for your kindness, generosity,
wisdom, great sense of humor and support.
Thank you for challenging us and our children
to be our best selves. It’s a joy to know you.

Social Action Ministry
By Peggy Lyons
My religion is very simple. My religion is
kindness. —Dalai Lama
Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.
Life is a beauty, admire it. Life is a dream, realize it.
Life is a challenge, meet it. Life is a duty, complete it.
Life is a game, play it. Life is a promise, fulfill it.
Life is sorrow, overcome it. Life is a song, sing it.
Life is a struggle, accept it. Life is a tragedy, confront it.
Life is an adventure, dare it. Life is luck, make it.
Life is life, fight for it. (Unknown)

Krissy Roleke, RE Committee Member
Next Sierra Club Meeting at UUCCN:
Wednesday, August 15, at 7 p.m.
We meet on the third Wednesday of the
month from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 1.

(From top) Anna Lea
Smith bakes pies with
her students for the
Pumpkin Patch and
reads Words for All
Ages during Sunday
Service; David Silver
with RE Committee
members Irene
Gonzalez and Lisa
Donigian.

The Trump Administration’s attacks on our wild
places continue, with proposals to both drill oﬀ
all our coasts and mine for minerals and coal in
sacred lands out West. We’re working with
Sierra Club chapters all over the country to
protect our sacred planet and its bounty. Our
chapter is focusing on the expansion of
renewable energy, especially oﬀshore wind
(OSW) development, and on getting cities to
commit to 100 percent clean energy. We are
making progress and future sites for OSW are
in the wind.
Thank you for UUCCN participation by Doris
and Tim Muench, Anna Lea Smith, Chris
Ross, Theresa Putz and Mary-Ellen and
Siegfried Kreye. Everyone is welcome to learn,
break bread, and protect and celebrate the
planet.
Lisa Oldendorp has been a supporter of Social
Justice at UUCCN for many years, and has
generously co-hosted numerous events with
me over the years. She will be sorely missed by
the region and by UUCCN. Her farewell party
was wonderful with a DJ, unbelievable bring-a-
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dish food, and over 90 celebrators from many
Long Island activist and environmental groups.
Thank you, UUCCN, for donating the room and
the beautiful gift!
Benefit Concert for South African Drought
The June 10 fundraiser was organized by our
musical director, Michael Sansonia, who
invited wonderful performers to share their time
and talents for the cause of helping with the
water crisis in South Africa. Rev. Hope shared,
“The food was delicious. Spirit was great!” She
also was “happy to have a congregation-tocongregation relationship” with Cape Town
Unitarian Church (see letter at right).
LIAC Teach-In
Thanks to Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson for helping
organize the LIAC teach-in on white supremacy
on April 28 at UUCCN. And thanks to Hope for
lifting us up for these last 15 years, every year,
every day, a gift.
Juneteenth Celebration
On Saturday, June 16, our congregation
celebrated this important holiday to which Rev.
Hope has introduced us. It is a celebration of
reparation, forgiveness, remembering, and
rejoicing.
Here is a little background* on the holiday:
Juneteenth, also known as Juneteenth
Independence Day or Freedom Day, is an
American holiday that commemorates the June
19, 1865, announcement of
the abolition of slavery in the state of Texas,
and more generally the emancipation
of enslaved African-Americans throughout the
former Confederacy.
The name is a portmanteau of June and
nineteenth. The holiday is observed primarily in
local celebrations. Traditions include public
readings of the Emancipation Proclamation,
singing traditional songs such as “Swing
Low, Sweet Chariot” and “Lift Every Voice
and Sing,” and reading of works by
noted African-American writers, such as
Ralph Ellison and Maya Angelou.
People came to UUCCN to enjoy this delightful
evening of dinner, music, and fellowship.
*Source: Wikipedia

Tom Griﬃth, Martha Trachtenberg, and Jean-Paul Vest
perform at the Benefit Concert for South African Drought.

Dear Hope and Michael,
Thank you so much for doing this concert and for
raising the funds. The amount you raised when
converted into Rands is equal to R14,995. It might
seem modest to you but with that amount of
money we will be able to create over 150 water
audit kits and cover our costs of doing a workshop
in the township of Langa. We will be meeting with
five interfaith congregations and will be able to
teach over 150 people about water conservation
and how they can conserve in their homes.
Your fundraising efforts will make a difference. I
would hope that we can continue to find ways that
our congregations can partner together in other
social action causes that the Unitarians are engaged
in here in South Africa. Please don't feel that your
modest amount as you say is not appreciated and
will not count because it will and it is very
appreciated.
There is much work to do here against white
supremacy and racism and for education. Your
efforts are appreciated and will help the
congregation and our partner organizations to
begin to do this work. I am humbled and extremely
grateful for your gift. Thank you, and please inform
the members of your congregation just how their
gifts will be used and are so appreciated.
Cheers,
Rev. Dave Clements, Interim Minister
Cape Town Unitarian Church, South Africa

UUCCN Stewardship 2018–2019
Dear Members and Friends,
The brochures and letters have been mailed
out. We celebrated with our Stewardship
Brunch on Sunday, May 6, featuring guest
speaker Rev. Bruce Southworth, Minister
Emeritus of Community Church of New York.
And now it is up to you!
Up to you to pledge your financial support for
UUCCN. Your turn to stand up and be counted
as a member or friend in good standing.
Renew your commitment, enthusiasm, and
friendship for UUCCN.
Our congregation belongs to all of us, and we
must make sure that we keep our building
open, pay all of our obligations, and support
our staﬀ. With your financial participation, that
can easily be accomplished.
Please look over the pledge form and the fairshare guidelines and please make a pledge via
email, phone, or mail.
We hope that the fire of commitment will be
growing in you and that you’ll be inspired to do
something truly generous. And please hear
this: Whatever your pledge to the congregation
is, we celebrate and appreciate it.
Thank you.
The Stewardship Committee:
Gerri Forrai and Anita Coddington

A note from Stewardship Chair
Anita Gesky Coddington:
Boy, did this year fly by quickly for me! Maybe it
was because I was immobile and lost three
months at church due to my broken ankle and
subsequent surgery. Even though I wasn’t
physically there, I still held UUCCN close to my
heart. Dave filled me in weekly as to what was
happening and, Gerri and Les Forrai visited me
so we could plan the new pledge brochure and
Gerri and I could discuss Stewardship business.
An analogy comes to mind. We, the
congregation, are stewards—we really care and
take care of UUCCN, its members, our building,
our staﬀ. Members took care of me during my
time of need. Cards, phone calls, food brought
over, visits, wheelchairs lent, walkers lent. I felt
the love. I felt that people cared about me.
Sometimes it takes a crisis to realize the depth of
our connection. In my mind, our principles were
reflected—compassion in human relations,
interdependent web of which we are a part.
Now that we are in the midst of our 2018–2019
campaign drive, it is time to continue being good
stewards of UUCCN by filling out our pledge
form and handing it in right away.
We also need to send in our association dues,
which are $105 per person.
We can’t do it without you! We are the Little
Engine That Could, because of you! A great big
thank-you for everything you do for UUCCN.

From left: Stewardship Brunch service; Rev. Bruce Southworth and Rev. Dr.
Hope Johnson; Dr. Janice Marie Johnson, Rev. Southworth, and Rev. Hope

Summer Worship
The lay-led Summer Services are going strong!
On June 24, Elizabeth Gonzalez kicked oﬀ the
season with her talk “Terms and Conditions,”
On July 1, Vin Scala led with “From Liberal to
Radical: A UU Plan for Greater Relevance,”
challenging the congregation to speak out
more forcefully on issues of social and
economic justice. The talk was followed with a
lively discussion among those who attended.
The July 8 service was led by Sierra Club
organizer Shay O’Reilly and UUCCN Social
Action Chair Peggy Lyons, and July 15, RE
Director David Silver and worship associate
Diane Losecar led a service on Happiness.
UUCCN Minister Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson held
her farewell service on July 22, followed by
Intern Minister Damon Governa on the 28th.
See the box at right for the full schedule.

UUCCN Annual Meeting
The UUCCN Annual Meeting convened on
June 24.
Board Trustee Gerri Forrai generously
volunteered to extend her commitment through
2019.
John Pritchard was voted in as a new Trustee,
for service through 2021. John is new to
UUCCN but brings experience as a board
member at the Brooklyn UU congregation.
Elizabeth Gonzalez is going to be Chair of
Worship Arts and Les Forrai and David
Coddington graciously volunteered to join. This
is very important for the coming transition year.
The congregation still needs to fill the
positions for Treasurer and Secretary.
The budget predicts a deficit, but we foresee
covering the shortfall with a contract with an
additional renter.
The 2018–2019 budget was passed. The
budget is printed in the Annual Report, copies
of which are available in the oﬃce.
In an inspiring moment at the meeting,
seven members each pledged to donate
$100 for the 2018–2019 congregational year.

Summer
Services
June 24 Elizabeth
Gonzalez: “Terms and
Conditions”
July 1 Vin Scala: “From
Liberal to Radical: A UU
Plan for Greater Relevance”
July 8 Peggy Lyons and Sierra Club Downstate
Organizer Shay O’Reilly
July 15 Diane Losecar and David Silver:
“Happiness”
July 22 Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson: “Retrospective”
July 29 Damon Governa
August 5 Patsy Kaplan: “General Assembly Service
2018”
August 12 Anna Lea Smith, with Phyllis Ross:
“Norbert Capek: A Unitarian Who Made a
Diﬀerence!”
August 19 John Pritchard
August 26 Lisa Donigian
September 2 Mickey Kranz: “Labor Day 2018”

Elizabeth Gonzalez (above) kicked oﬀ the Summer Services
on June 24. The next one was led by new UUCCN member
Vin Scala, shown here signing the membership book with
Membership Chair Fran Heiz and Rev. Hope at the
Stewardship Service and Brunch on May 6.

A Note of Thanks
From Rev. Hope
Saying thank you is more than good manners.
It is good spirituality. —Alfred Painter
As our congregational year draws to a close,
I’m pleased that we’ve done more than survive
this year—we’ve actually thrived. Each
congregation has its web and flow, ups and
downs…. We’ve had a good year where we
“tanked up” on abundance—instead of
scarcity. I’m so proud of all that we’ve done
together.
So, I want to take a moment to thank you for all
that you’ve done to help to keep UUCCN
going. I won’t name individuals because I know
that I’ll forget one or two persons. Suﬃce it to
say that I thank our Board, our Staﬀ, all
Members, and Friends. So many of you are
volunteers who have ensured that things move
along even when we run into rough patches.
I think of words that Dave Coddington,
President Emeritus, uses at the end of his
emails: “Do one good deed every day. And
show some kindness.”
It’s not always easy to practice that. How about
some reflection? What could I have done
diﬀerently? What did “So and So” mean? What
could we have done diﬀerently? Try making
some big-picture assessments. How well have
we done? Hmmmm… Maybe we could take
that high road—at least every once in a while.
Listen. Try to understand. Communicate. Make
amends. Celebrate the “learnings” and the
lessons. Accept the challenge. What does it
mean to begin again, in love….
With time, and practice, I hope that we’ll each
take the time to do that good deed, show some
kindness, and say a heartfelt thank-you every
single day of our lives.
For the gift of your presence in my life, I simply
say, Thank You, UUCCN.
With love, and deep aﬀection.
Yours, HOPE

Don and Kathy Lang
Honored With 2018 Bill Heiz
Unsung Hero Award
At UUCCN on Sunday, June 24, Membership
chair Fran Heiz honored Don and Kathy Lang
with the Bill Heiz Unsung Hero Award “in
recognition of long, loving, generous service”
to our congregation. Their names will be added
to a plaque in the entrance hall.
The prize celebrates those who dedicate their
time and talents to UUCCN behind the scenes
with little fanfare. Fran wanted to make sure the
volunteers were not taken for granted, not
going unnoticed. She created the annual award
in the name of her late husband, Bill Heiz. It is
a great honor for all who receive it.
Before the honorees were announced, Fran
talked about Bill, who did so much for the
congregation, including fixing the boiler that’s
still working to this day. She, herself, has been
played an essential role in our congregation for
years. Fran now chairs the Membership
Committee—she is always at the front door to
greet members and newcomers with her
wonderful smile and warm welcome. In the
past she was active in various committees,
including Religious Education—back when
there were 80 students!
Last year’s honoree, ADVANCE editor Krissy
Roleke, spoke about how Don and Kathy were
a perfect choice to receive the honor. “They are
a wonderful presence at UUCCN, and I smile
whenever I see them,” she said. “I was
shocked when I received this honor last year,
but nobody will be surprised by this year’s
honorees.”
Don was recognized for the great work he does
to keep our beloved UUCCN running smoothly
and looking beautiful: keeping up the gardens,
helping maintain our building, setting up and
breaking down for events and rentals, acting as
usher, and volunteering at the Pumpkin Patch.
He even finds time to sing in the Ad Hoc Choir!
Kathy serves on the Finance Committee, also
taking on the tasks of the Treasurer, a position
that has gone unfilled for over a year. She is a

wonderful and essential part of so many events
at UUCCN—namely, the Pumpkin Patch, the
Victorian Tea, and the Service Auction. When
Krissy thanked Kathy for all of her work, Kathy
said, “This is why we joined.” And we are so
glad they did.

The annual UUCCN Service Auction on May 19
was a great success! The fundraiser—complete
with delicious dinner—brought in about $5,000.
After experimenting with several versions of the
Service Auction, the 2018 event was a big hit.
A new addition was the blackjack dealer with a
resort vacation as the prize. This activity
brought a good amount of fun for the players
as well as those who chose to watch.
And the fun continues as we attend the
fabulous events that were up for auction!

Photo by David Coddington

Many thanks to all who participated this year
and to all who donated services and items to
the auction.
The Ways & Means Committee

We are honored to have received the
Bill Heiz Award. It was unexpected
but very much appreciated.
In gratitude,
Kathy and Don Lang
_________________________________________

Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson,
Minister Emerita
At a special meeting of UUCCN members on
Sunday, August 5, there was one item on the
agenda: a vote to honor Rev. Dr. Hope
Johnson with the title of Minister Emerita. The
vote, of course, was a unanimous yes!
This is a title Rev. Hope will carry for the rest of
her life, and it makes her eligible to vote as a
delegate at UUA General Assembly. It’s also a
way for our congregation to tell her that we
appreciate her years of ministry to UUCCN and
that she will always have a home here.
Congratulations, Rev. Hope! And thank you.

The June Share the Plate
recipient was Cabrini Immigrant
Services of NYC (CIS-NYC).
Mickey Kranz, who volunteers for the
organization, generously matched the funds
collected from June. The group was formed in
the spirit of Mother Cabrini, patron saint of
immigrants. CIS-NYC says it “is able to meet
the unique needs of diverse immigrant
populations through supportive services and
concrete assistance, which encourage
economic independence and social
empowerment, foster individual growth and
development, and promote self-determination
for immigrant families, children, and youth.”
The July/August Share the Plate goes to a
Navajo School in New Mexico, in support of
the families who harvest the pumpkins for
our Pumpkin Patch.

News from the
Greater UU Community
UUA General Assembly
Rev. Dr. Hope
Johnson and
UUCCN Vice
President Patsy
Kaplan (right)
attended the UUA
General Assembly
from June 21 to
23 in Kansas City,
Missouri.
For the occasion,
UUCCN member
Les Forrai
created a
beautiful banner to represent our congregation
in the GA Parade of Banners. He based the
design on the gorgeous artwork he created that
hangs behind the UUCCN pulpit. (Side note:
Les also designed and donated the forms for
the UUCCN Annual Pledge!)
At the conference, Rev. Hope led a talk called
“Conflict, Covenant, and Community.” The GA
program described the discussion:
“Congregational Life Transformation begins
with knowing when—and whom—to ask for
help. Conflict oﬀers an opportunity for growth
and change. Unacknowledged ‘diﬀerences’
often create or perpetuate conflict. Covenant is
a pathway to building/rebuilding community so
that conflict is transformed into something that
all can benefit from and work with.”
On August 5 Patsy Kaplan led the annual GA
Summer Service at UUCCN. The congregation
gathered to watch a video of the GA sermon by
UUA president, Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray.
Find more GA coverage—including video of the
Parade of Banners—visit the UU World
website, UUA.org or UUA’s YouTube channel.

At GA 2018, UUs call for Abolition of ICE
and End of Family Separation at Border
UUA General Assembly continues focus on
dismantling white supremacy. Resolutions
condemn criminalization of migrants, call for
end to private prisons, and urge support for
indigenous water protectors.
All three resolutions were adopted speedily by
overwhelming margins and
without amendments. The
resolution on U.S.
treatment of migrants also
urged Unitarian
Universalists to participate
in the June 30 mass
mobilization Families
Belong Together.

UU Service Committee Welcomes
New Leader
On May 16, the board of trustees of the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(UUSC) announced that they had selected the
Rev. Mary Katherine Morn as the human rights
organization’s new President and Chief
Executive Oﬃcer. Since 2014, Morn has served
as the Unitarian Universalist Association’s
Director of Stewardship and Development and
Special Advisor to the President.
Check out the Central East Region
website (UUA.org/Central-East), blog
(CERGUUA.org/bettertogether/2018), and
Twitter (@ceruua)!

UUA Announces the Breakthrough
Congregations for 2017-18
•

All Souls UU in Bellville, OH, chose to
overcome their fear and embrace the
call of our faith to support the antiracism work taking place in their
community.

•

UU Congregation of Greater Lansing,
MI, is doing exciting cross-cultural work
with the local Muslim community and
has found vibrant ways to live our faith
in partnership with them.

•

UU Fellowship of Athens, GA, is utilizing
volunteer staﬀ across generations,
honoring their gifts and skills for
congregational work.

•

First Unitarian Church of Oakland,
CA, has a ground-breaking adaptation
of religious education to meet the
changing needs of their families.

The Fund for UU Social Responsibility
Oﬀers Grants to Get Out the Vote
The grants, for up to $500, are for Unitarian
Universalist congregations to support the
democratic process in many nonpartisan ways
this year:
•
•
•

Support voter registration drives.
Provide nonpartisan educational
materials or forums for voters.
Help registered voters get to the polls.

The application deadline is rolling between
March 15 and November 1. Learn more
at UUFunding.org.

Long Island Chalice Points:
News from LIAC
Long Island Area Council of Unitarian
Universalist Congregations (LIAC) summary of
what’s going on behind the scenes to bring all
Long Island and Queens UU’s the best

possible Youth programs, Adult Education, UU
Gatherings & Events.
• The 2018 Annual LIAC Dinner was delicious,
full of friendly UU folks, Inspiring and
Interactive in a growing pains kind of
way! Julica Hermann de la Fuente (shown
below with UUCCN’s Elizabeth Gonzalez) as
keynote speaker gave a new perspective of
the risks and challenges faith activists with
privilege face. We hope to continue our
service to the movement for racial equality as
LIAC organizes to bring Beloved
Conversations to its member congregations.
• LIAC-sponsored free workshop on April
28, “When Words Get
in the Way: A TeachIn About White
Supremacy
Culture,” facilitated
by Julica Hermann de
la Fuente and cohosted by Rev. Dr.
Hope Johnson,
UUCCN minister, was
attended by over 40
people. A rich and
challenging
conversation was
interspersed with new
ways of
understanding the source of white privilege—
our western white supremacy culture—gave
all a chance to examine our own place in the
racist culture and economy we find ourselves
in.
• The Long Island UU ministers would like to
see some LIAC-sponsored spring and fall
events at both ends of Long Island. Some
events mentioned were potluck dinners to
give UU folks more opportunities
for socialization.
• LIAC welcomes two new delegates, from the
Huntington and Freeport congregations. The
job of a delegate is to support LIAC activities
and projects through such means as
participation, encouraging others to
participate, communicating LIAC events
widely and regularly, getting involved in
running a program. Delegates are

cheerleaders for LIAC. Delegates also keep
an overview of LIAC finances and programs
and are mindful of their healthy, successful
operations and processes.
• LIAC is moving forward to bring Beloved
Conversations to its member
congregations. The initial two-day retreat will
be Friday evening, November 30, to
Saturday, December 1, and will be facilitated
by Julica Hermann de la Fuente. Attendees
will then participate in eight meetings of
smaller groups in three diﬀerent locations. If
interested in participating, please contact the
LIAC president, Rev. Linda Anderson, at
Revlin23@gmail.com. (See flyer for info.)
• Sophia Fahs Religious Education Camp on
Shelter Island starts Sunday, August 19. This
is the last time Fahs will be on Shelter
Island. While the memories are sweet and
we are sorry to leave such a beloved space,
LIAC is working to find a new and growing
space for our RE campers. Look for
announcements in the months ahead for our
next adventure in UU youth summer
camping!

UUCCN Volunteers Go
On a Breakfast Run
On Sunday, May 13, UUCCN volunteers
provided breakfast, bag lunches, and clothing
to the homeless in New York City through
Midnight Run’s Breakfast Run program. Many
thanks to organizer David Silver, RE Director,
and all the volunteers and donors, including
wonderful volunteers from Garden City High
School, who plan to sign up for their own
Breakfast Run in the future.
All of these generous people—children and
adults—either cooked, donated, served, or did
a combination of the above. Many thanks to
Starbucks in New Hyde Park (1596 Union
Tpke.) for donating a container with 80 cups of
coﬀee—it hit the spot on that cool morning!

Mark your calendars:
• August 18: LIAC monthly meeting, Stony
Brook UU. LIAC meets the third Sunday of
the month at 3 p.m. at Stony Brook (August,
October, December, February) and Freeport
(September, November, January). The
meetings are open to all!
Karyn O’Beirne
LIAC Communications Coordinator
631-748-5013 / OBeirne@liacuu.org

Prepping for the Breakfast Run can be so much fun!

Courtesy of Hope Johnson

Dr. Janice Marie Johnson, Julica Hermann de la Fuente,
and Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson at the LIAC Dinner

UU Oughtta Be in Pictures

From top: Sloan
Wainwright and Glen
Roethel hit the Garden
Stage on May 4; The
Brofsky Cello Ensemble
play at the Garden City
Chamber Music Gala
Benefit on April 29.
Patsy Kaplan, Sunny Brown, and Anna Lea Smith at
the Ice Cream Social following service on June 17.

Photos courtesy of David
Coddington.

Michael and Mason Sansonia perform at the Benefit Concert for South
African Drought, along with Toby Tobias and Tom Griﬃth (below).

Seen at the Teach-In on White Supremacy: Rev. Hope, Elizabeth Gonzalez,
and Adam Marczyk; Julica Hermann de la Fuente and Peggy Lyons

Scenes from the
Religious Education
Sunday celebration
(clockwise from top
left): David Silver, RE
Director; Kevin
Roleke and family
with Rev. Hope and
David Silver;
David Coddington,
Janis Scianablo,

Photo courtesy David Coddington

and David Silver;
the RE students

From left: UUCCN board meeting in progress;
Rev. Bruce Southworth leads service at the
Stewardship Brunch.

Rev. Hope’s Farewell
Service & Celebration
On July 22, Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson led her
farewell service as UUCCN Minister, with
Intern Minister Damon Governa and Music
Director Michael Sansonia at her side. She
was joined by her family and UUCCN
Trustees, Members, and Friends, who
shared lunch and treats after the ceremony.
Lisa Donigian created a memory book for
Hope featuring the contributions of many
who shared stories and photos. Dan Cohen
contributed a gift of music for Hope: an iPod
with a playlist of her all-time favorite songs
—compiled with the help of Hope’s sister,
Dr. Janice Johnson. (Of course “Girls Just
Want to Have Fun” was on there!)

Another gift for Hope is actually a gift to
UUCCN, given in her honor: 40 copies
of Singing the Journey, the supplement to
our regular hymnals. Mickey and Ric Kranz
generously donated half the cost of
these hymnals, and Les Forrai printed
bookplates for them to honor Hope. At the
service, others contributed toward the
hymnals. In addition, the UUCCN board
voted to give Hope a cash gift.
Special thanks to Patsy Kaplan, the
Hospitality Committee, and everyone else
who helped make this a wonderful
celebration.

Hope’s
favorite
flowers!

Left: Hope leads her farewell service at UUCCN. At her side is Intern Minister Damon Governa.
Right: Hope gives her grand-niece a boost at the pulpit. Photos courtesy David Coddington and Krissy Roleke

Clockwise from left:
Patsy Kaplan presents
Rev. Hope with a gift of
music. Ric Kranz
(sporting “Got Hope?”
tee) and Mickey Kranz
honor Hope with their
donation of hymnals to
UUCCN. Friends and
family gather for Hope’s
farewell service and
celebration.

I often describe UUCCN as “The Little Engine That
Could,” and I’ll always think of you in that way. A
feisty congregation that believes deeply in the
power of transformation, strength in community,
and a willingness to lend a hand with open heart
and mind. Through the ups and downs of our
shared ministry, UUCCN always survives and
almost always thrives! Believe in yourself as I have
always believed in you.
My last Sunday with you was one of the happiest—
and proudest—days of my life. Thank you for all
that you did to make that day so special, including
inviting my family. Weaving the sermon
“RETROSPECTIVE” gave me an opportunity to
take a look at all that we’ve accomplished together.
“The Little Engine That Could” did it yet
again. Thank You, UUCCN.
With My Love.
Yours, HOPE

Art: UU Congregation of Fort Meyers

LIAC is bringing Beloved Conversations to the UU’s of Long Island. The program
begins with a retreat, followed by 8 small group sessions. This is a time commitment,
and the small groups are not for drop-ins.

Retreat: Friday, November 30, to Saturday, December 1
UU Fellowship of Huntington
After the retreat, there will be 8 small-group sessions of 2 hours each, every two or so
weeks. We have not yet scheduled the groups—we hope for 3 groups.
Beloved Conversations was developed by The Fahs Collaborative Laboratory for
Innovation in Faith Formation, housed at Meadville Lombard Theological School. To
date, more than 140 congregations have participated in the
program. Beloved Conversations recognizes how centuries of racially informed social,
emotional and spiritual practices wound every person, no matter their racial and/or
ethnic identity. Nested in the healing and deep work of faith formation, the curriculum
calls each participant to reckon with how both their personal and group experiences
matter and, when less-than-desirable outcomes are named, how to live and act in a
spirit of reconciliation that brings growth and spiritual healing.
Using a small-group ministry format, the curriculum creates a supportive space for
congregants to talk about their own experiences, while identifying places where
growth is necessary. As an instrument of faith formation, it offers participants a chance
to rediscover the sacred and important presence of compassion, grace, risk-taking,
vulnerability, and the healing joy when cross-racial relationships are reconciled.
Linda Anderson
Unitarian Universalist Community Minister
Affiliated with the UU Fellowship at Stony Brook
Email: revlin23@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
8/14

7 p.m.

Board Meeting

8/15

7 p.m.

Clean Energy Task Force/Sierra Club Meeting

9/18

7 p.m.

Board Meeting

9/2

11 a.m.

Last Summer Service of the Year

9/9

11 a.m.

First Service of Congregational Year 2018-2019

Visit our website at
UUCCN.org and
Like us on Facebook for the
latest news and photos!
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