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While eating dinner this week, I asked Juliana what she wanted to be when she grew up. A little 
background, she has consistently said she wants to be a doctor for a few years now. Expecting her to 
say doctor, I was surprised when she said, “I want to be a teacher like mommy.” Cue the collective, 
“Aww, that’s so sweet.” It is sweet that Juliana wants to be just like her mommy and a reminder that 
we all have influence. Often, we think it is only those who are famous, powerful, or wealthy who 
have influence. What we forget or fail to realize is: 
 
Everyone has influence. 
 
Influence is the power to cause a person to change a behavior or belief. A great example of influence 
comes from 1 Samuel 17 in the story of David versus Goliath. At this time, David was just a young 
shepherd who took offense to how Goliath was disrespecting God. He decided he would fight Goliath 
on the Lord’s behalf. With just a sling and stone, David defeated Goliath. There is a lot to learn from 
that story, but right now we’re looking at influence. How did David’s defeat of Goliath influence the 
Israelite army? For weeks, the Israelite army was at a standstill because of Goliath. For weeks, they 
refused to fight for fear of losing. For weeks, they were cowards who let Goliath taunt them and 
their God. But after David, the young shepherd, defeated Goliath, the scripture says the Israelites 
chased down and killed many in the Philistine army. The Israelite soldiers went from cowardly to 
courageous. They went from weenies to warriors. They went from fearful to fearless. All of this hap-
pened because of the influence of a young shepherd, named David. David honored God and it led 
others to do the same.  
 
Everyone has influence and God desires you to use yours to further His glory. The greatest way we 
do that is by making disciples. Intentionally investing in the lives of others for God’s glory and their 
growth. Are you intentionally investing in others? But there are other ways to use our influence for 
the kingdom of God. You can influence through your consistent Christ-like example. You can influ-
ence through the ways you steward the resources of which God has entrusted you. Are you influenc-
ing others by the way you live? As I conclude, here are two questions for you to consider: Who are 
you influencing? Is your influence leading them closer to or away from Jesus? 
 
I love you, 
Pastor Casey 
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  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:15 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
8:15 pm  Band Rehearsal 

Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        
    1 2 

 

3 

 

 

 

 
 

*Lois Sims 

*Dorothy Jones 

4 5 

Labor Day—

Office Closed 

HCBE Holiday 

 

6 

HCBE Holiday 

7 

Moms in Prayer—

9:30am @ CFA 

8 9 10 

11 

Deacon  

Nominations Due 

Campfire  

Conversations—6pm 

 

 
 

*Hannah Prieto 

12 

Keenagers—12pm 

Youth Growth 

Group @ Pastor 

Nick’s Home—

6:30pm  

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Curtis Dalton 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Joe Hale Jr 

15 

WMU—10am 
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*Ben Bryant 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*JoNita Sullivan 

18 

Communion 

Ladies Bible 

Study—6:30pm 

 

 
 

 

 

19 

Youth Growth 

Group @ Pastor 

Nick’s Home—

6:30pm  

20 

Deacon  

Meeting—7pm 

21 

Moms in Prayer—

9:30am @ CFA 

22 

Youth Dad’s 

Collective—7am 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
*Amy Matthews 

24 

25 

Ladies Bible 

Study—6:30pm 

26 

Youth Growth 

Group @ Pastor 

Nick’s Home—

6:30pm  

27 28 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Martha Pierce 

30  

       

*Birthdays 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Nick to Experience Conference—Orlando, FL—6th—10th    

Family Promise Host Days in Perry—18th—20th  



       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

Difficult seasons in life can bring great challenge to the heart. I think it is something I always dread. 
At an early age, I remember telling mom that I was afraid of something happening to her or my dad. 
The reality of loss was real and brought me fear. It is not something God designed when He created 
the earth. Had sin never entered the picture, death and loss would not be known or felt. We would 
experience perfect fellowship with the Father. 
 
We have experienced loss as a congregation recently, and on the day I am writing this, Hannah’s 
grandfather passed away. These are difficult days. Romans 12:15 calls us to mourn with those who 
mourn. Find ways to be there and love those who are experiencing great hurt. These days also 
cause me to look where our hope, strength, and even joy come from. We often know the answer 
intellectually, but sometimes things seem pretty hopeless. In the loss and through the grieving, hold 
fast to Jesus. The students have been walking through the book of Colossians on Wednesday nights 
and have been talking about what it means to have their lives filled by Him (Colossians 2:9-10). It 
states that Jesus is the head of every ruler and authority and He fills us!!! The greatest news we 
could ever know or experience is the redemption of Christ and the filling of Christ in our lives each 
day. One day, we will experience being in His presence for all eternity. Later in Colossians 2, Paul 
challenges the believers in Colossae not to go after even the spiritual teachings of the day. He want-
ed them to know the source was the Messiah and only the Messiah. Even the spiritual disciplines 
that are apart of our days are not our comfort. Those only point us to Jesus. Turning the gaze of 
your heart and the focus of your life to Jesus will be the only hope, strength, and joy. Let us encour-
age one another in knowing Jesus more and more and bear the burdens of others during times like 
these. 
 
Nick 

*SEPTEMBER LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

                          4—Jon Huguley         11—Mike Sullivan 

               18— Ben Bryant                25—Mark Burquest 

 

FIGURES 
GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 

 

Budget Report for August Not Available at this Time 

BUDGET REPORT FOR JULY 1-24, 2022 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ………...……...….…... $35,404.75 

July 1-24 Receipts .............................................................. $18,819.88 

July 1-24 Expenses ............................................................. $14,629.48 

Surplus as of July 24 …………………..………….……... $ 4,190.40 



FACTS & FELLOWSHIP 

 

Pajama Jam: We haven’t been able to celebrate 
how God worked through our first ever Pajama 
Jam at the end of July. It was a huge success with 
many wearing their PJ’s and approximately 40-50 
pairs of pajamas donated to our local foster chil-
dren. Thank you for donating! God is at work. 
 

Community Cookout: We also haven’t been able 
to celebrate our first intentional “Community 
Cookout” hosted by Cami and Ashton Smith. 
They invited over 50 and had approximately 15 
neighbors over for a cookout. Some good rela-
tionships were strengthened and new relation-
ships formed. God is at work! If you’d like to host 
a cookout for your neighborhood, we’d love to 
partner with you. Contact Casey for more details. 

"God at Work"  

Monday, September 5th—Office Closed 
Monday & Tuesday, September 5th & 6th—HCBE Holiday 


