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Our Ministerial Staff: 

Casey Matthews Pastor   

Nick Prieto  Worship & Youth Pastor 

 
We’ve been plugging through the book of Malachi on Wednesday nights, and it has been a challenging and encourag-

ing book. Malachi was the last prophet to the people of Israel before 400 years of silence. After that 400-year period, John the 
Baptist burst on the scene preparing the way for the Messiah. The book is comprised of disputations where the Lord address-
es some major areas of disobedience in the lives of both the people and priests of Israel. Without going into too much detail, 
the Israelites slowly returned to Jerusalem and rebuilt both the city and temple. The progress was slow, difficult, and with 
much opposition from surrounding people groups. It’s clear the Israelites were discouraged which led to their disobedience. 
Discouragement often pushes us further from God when He is what we need most. This was true for the Israelites Malachi 
addresses and is seen in the different disputations recorded in the book.  

One disputation, Malachi 2:6-14, is aimed at the disobedient priests. The charge God makes is that they have despised 
His name by defiling His altar. They don’t understand how they have done these things, so God brings forth the evidence of 
impure sacrifices. The priests accepted and offered animal sacrifices that were lame, sick, and even stolen. Some of the peo-
ple vowed to sacrifice an acceptable male animal but instead brought one of these defective animals. The priests accepted 
and thereby defiled God’s altar. So, both the priests and the people were disobedient to God’s sacrificial law. Obviously, ani-
mal sacrifice was a part of the old covenant which was fulfilled once and for all in the death of Jesus. If we’re not careful, we’ll 
read passages like these and quickly assume they have no benefit for our lives since we’re operating under the covenant of 
grace. This couldn’t be farther from the truth! 

Consider Romans 12:1-2, where Paul clearly implores believers to offer their very lives as a living sacrifice to the Lord. 
He even says this sacrifice is our spiritual act of worship. This sacrifice doesn’t cleanse and make us righteous before God, only 
Christ can do that. It is a sacrifice based on love for God rather than obligation. The sacrifice Paul is suggesting is a voluntary 
surrender to the will of God in every aspect of our lives. Anything less should be considered a lame sacrifice. Hopefully, 
you’re seeing the dots connect and understand how this passage in Malachi 2 is important for us as believers under the cove-
nant of grace.  

If God were to write a letter to you addressing your life as a living sacrifice, what would he say? Are there areas he 
would consider a defiled sacrifice? Take time over the next few days and ask God to show you what he wants you to see from 
this passage. One of the most heart-breaking parts of the passage is where God says he’d rather the temple doors be shut 
than have the priests accept and offer lame sacrifices. He actually calls them useless fires and not sacrifices. This passage was 
both convicting personally and as an under-shepherd of this flock. I pray my life to be an acceptable sacrifice to my Lord and 
Savior. I also pray I don’t accept an unacceptable sacrifice from the flock of which he has entrusted me. I’m encouraged to see 
the way God is moving in and through so many of you. My eyes are opened regularly to the ways He’s working. As encour-
aged as I am, I know God wants to work more. That only happens when we surrender. Be challenged! Be encouraged! Be sur-
rendered in every aspect of life! 

 

I love you, 

Pastor Casey 
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  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:00 pm  Band Rehearsal 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 

Daylight Saving 

Time Ends  

Orphan Sunday 

Church Council & 

Calendar Planning 

Day—3:30pm 

 
*Claire Shugart 

*Betty Johnson 

8 

Keenagers—12pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Owen Shugart  

9 

Deacon  

Meeting—7pm 

10 

Quarterly  

Meeting—6pm 
 

11 

Veterans Day—

Office Closed  

HCBE Holiday 

12 13 

14 

Operation Christmas 

Child Box Dedication 

Veterans Recognition 

 

15 

Youth Discipleship 

@ Pastor Nick’s 

Home—6:30pm 

 

 

 
 

*Clayton Matthews 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

17 
 

18 

WMU—10am 

19 20 

21 

Persecution Sunday 

Communion 

WRHS Feeding Prog. 

 

 
 

 

 

22 

Youth Discipleship 

@ Pastor Nick’s 

Home—6:30pm 

23 

 

24 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday—

Office Closed 

No Wednesday 

Night Activities 

25 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday—

Office Closed 

26 27 

28 

Advent 

29 

Youth Discipleship 

@ Pastor Nick’s 

Home—6:30pm 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Erinn Peck 

    

       

*Birthdays 

NOVEMBER 2021 

HCBE Thanksgiving Break—22nd—26th 

Family Promise Host Week—November 28th—December 5th  

Lottie Moon Week of Prayer—November 28th—December 5th  

GBMB Annual Mtg—Jonesboro, GA  



       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

At the beginning of this month, I am excited to have the opportunity to travel to Sierra Leone 
with Training Pastors International. My heart rejoices for many reasons. 1) I have always felt 
called to pass on the instruction and education I have received and the work of the Spirit within 
me. 2) Pastors in a less fortunate area will be poured into, taught, loved, educated, and encour-
aged. Most, if not all, of these pastors cannot afford study Bibles that we often have just laying 
around the house. They do not have bookshelves of resources and commentaries to study, 
grow, and prepare. 3) First Baptist Church has developed a heart for sending their own. I will be 
teaching alongside John Balmer, President of Training Pastors International. He talks highly of 
the opportunity for the local church to send the most trained for those who are not trained. 
What a huge blessing and testament to our local church as you pray, give and send one of your 
own to impact churches and communities in West Africa. By sending me (and Pastor Casey and 
Charles Carter in a few weeks), you are part of this training. Let that sink in. By supporting, 
praying, and sending, you are sending the gospel to Africa directly. That is really cool! 4) First 
Baptist Church printed 305 notebooks and assembled them for these pastors at the Institute 
where I will be teaching. 
 
My plea is for you to labor in prayer. Pray often and pray deeply. 1) Pray for Satan to be bound 
from everything from travel to Study Bible delivery, to training, to eating. 2) Pray the Spirit will 
empower John Balmer and me to teach effectively. 3) Pray for protection from Covid-19 over us 
and each person at the Institute. 4) Pray for Hannah and the boys while I am away. Though they 
are not going, they are a part of the sending team as well. I look forward to sharing with you 
the work God is doing in Sierra Leone and how you were a part of it. Maybe I’ll bring back some 
dancing from their culture to our worship services. Who knows? 

 

Nick 

*NOVEMBER LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

                        7—Ben Bryant          14—Mark Burquest 

     21—Curtis Dalton           28—Jon Huguley 

     

FIGURES 

FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED …………...……..….... $31,614.76 

September Receipts……....……..………………..........… $26,043.93 

September Expenses ………....…..…..……...................... $24,806.80 

Actual Surplus for September ........................................ $  1,237.13 

GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 
 

BUDGET REPORT FOR OCTOBER 1-27, 2021 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ………………..….….. $31,614.76   

October 1-27 Receipts ….…..…….................................... $27,056.30 

October 1-27 Expenses …….........…..…........................... $18,501.28 

Surplus as of October 27…...…….……..…...…....…….. $ 8,555.02 



November 7th 

Set your clocks back one hour before you go to bed Saturday night. 

Sunday, November 7th 

The church office will be closed on  
Thursday, November 11th in  
observance of Veterans Day.  

 

The church office will also be closed on  
Wednesday, November 24th (No Wednesday  

Night Activities) and Thursday, November 25th  
in observance of Thanksgiving. 

November 8th 

 

Sunday, November 7th  
Church Council & Church Planning Day—3:30pm  

 

Wednesday, November 10th  
Quarterly Meeting—6pm  

Only God Moments: Have you ever seen something hap-
pen that “only God” could orchestrate? Nick and I were 
recently celebrating the things happening at FBCWR that 
can only be explained by God at work. One example, one 
of our church members invited a neighbor to church. That 
neighbor showed up one Sunday but not because of the 
church member’s invite. They didn’t remember where 
our church member went to church but happened to 
show up at FBCWR. Only God could have led them 
here! Another example, this month a new family visited 
the worship service. They decided to try out a Bible Study 
class the following Sunday. As they sat in the class waiting 
for other people to show up, a regular attender, who had 
never been to Bible study before, came in and recognized 
the guests. (They work together) Two families, who had 
never been to Bible study, both show up on the same 
week for the first time and have that connection? Only 
God could have led them both to Bible study that morn-
ing! These are only two of many examples of “only God 
moments” at FBCWR in the past couple of months. God is 
moving! God is at work! Celebrate with us and give 
thanks to the Lord. 

"God at Work"  

FACTS & FELLOWSHIP 

 

Week of Prayer—November 28th—December 5th 


