
November 2022 

Our Ministerial Staff: 

Casey Matthews Pastor   

Nick Prieto  Worship & Youth Pastor 

 
I was talking with someone a while back and they said, “I schedule my life around my doctor appointments.” They began to list the 
different doctors they needed to visit in the next two weeks, and all I could wonder is, “How do you keep up with it all?” While I’m 
not there yet, it is nearing the end of the year, which means my annual physical is approaching. Although my annual exam is not at 
the top of my list of Fun Ways to Spend My Time, I do understand and appreciate the importance of having a yearly check-up. Each 
exam and test play an important role in determining my overall physical health. Hopefully you’ve figured out where I’m going with 
this…spiritual check-ups are even more important than our physical ones.  

 

In Matthew 10, Jesus commissions the twelve disciples to go out and heal, teach, and preach in the nearby towns. As part of his 
“pre-game speech”, Jesus told them of the persecution they would face by saying they would be sent as sheep among wolves. I 
know this doesn’t sound like a typical way of encouraging disciples before sending them out, but Jesus had a purpose. In Matthew 
10:28, Jesus tells them to not worry about those who can only kill the body, but rather fear the one who can condemn both the 
body and soul. In other words, he was trying to encourage them to only worry about what God says and thinks of them. He wanted 
them to focus on only what pleases God. He was shifting their focus from the physical to the spiritual. That’s why spiritual check-
ups are even more important than our physical ones! 

 

When was the last time you had a spiritual check-up? 
 

Whether it has been a while since you’ve had a spiritual check-up or you did one recently, take a moment and answer these ques-
tions below. These aren’t exhaustive and there are other good questions to ask. The goal is to get you thinking about your spiritual 
health and to encourage you to take steps to become “healthier”. 

 

Am I really seeking God, or just going through the motions of church and a daily devotion?  

Am I really talking with God, or just throwing words in His direction? Am I even listening? 

Am I trying to create or protect a reputation, or am I really working to develop Godly character? 

Am I the real deal or a pretender? 

Does my life reflect genuine obedience to God’s word? Are there any areas of my life that contradict the will and word of God? 

 

Depending on how you answer these questions, you could be encouraged or discouraged. Remember, God wants to use our  

insufficiency to magnify His sufficiency. God wants our weakness to highlight His strength. God wants our defeat to deepen faith.  

Don’t be discouraged, repent and walk forward in faith and obedience.  

 

Pastor Casey 
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  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:15 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
8:15 pm  Band Rehearsal 

Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        
  1 2 

Moms in Prayer—

9:30am @ CFA 

3 4 5 

6 

Daylight Savings 

Time Ends 

Orphan Sunday 

Deacon Ordination 

Church Council—

3:30pm 

Ladies Bible 

Study—6:30pm 

7 

Keenagers—12pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sarah Walker 

Claire Shugart 

8 9 

Quarterly  

Meeting—6pm 

10 

Office Closed 

11 

Veteran’s Day 

12 

13 

OCC Shoebox  

Dedication 

Ladies Bible 

Study—6:30pm 

 

 
 

14 

Youth Grow 

Group @ the   

Prieto’s—6:30pm 

15 

Deacon  

Meeting—7pm 

 
 

 

 

 

Clayton Matthews 

16 

Moms in Prayer—

9:30am@CFA 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner—6pm 

NO CONNECT 

17 

Youth Dad’s 

Collective @ 

Pastor Nick’s 

Home—7am 

WMU—10am 

 

18 19 

20 

Communion 

Persecution Sunday 

Ladies Bible 

Study—6:30pm 

 

 

 
 

21 
 

 

22 

 

 
 

 

23 

Office Closed 

No Church  

Activities 

24 

Thanksgiving 

Office Closed 

25 

 

 

 

 
 

26 

27 

 

28 

Youth Grow 

Group @ the   

Prieto’s—6:30pm 

 
 

29 30 

NO CONNECT 

 

 

 

 

 

Erinn Peck 

   

       

*Birthdays 

NOVEMBER 2022 

HCBE Thanksgiving Holiday 

 Lottie Moon Week of Prayer 

GA Baptist Annual Meeting 



FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR September 2022 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ……………….………...……..….$35,404.75 

September Receipts….……..………….……………..….….….….$32,184.44 

September Expenses…….…..…….…………..……................$31,002.58 

ACTUAL SHORT/SURPLUS FOR September ….……………..$1,181.86 

GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 

       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

It has been a difficult season for First Baptist Church. We as a church have dealt with quite of bit of grieving 
from various losses. Some of those losses have been from within our church. Others have been outside of 
our church (relatives and friends of our church members). With this loss, it has caused quite a bit of weight 
upon my heart. Aside from the loss of loved ones, there are also various trials people are enduring. What is 
the reason for this and what is the Lord’s purpose through this? These are often the questions that arise 
during these times. I don’t presume to have the answers to them all. Based on Scripture, I think there are 
many approaches we can take to each of these things. There is a lot we can learn and glean during these 
times. Two things weighing on my heart is our humanity and His divinity.  

 

In thinking of our humanity, we see ever so clearly that our lives are fragile and our days go quickly. In 
James 4:14, life is described as a vapor or mist. Because of the redemption brought through Jesus, we have 
an incredible hope in this life and in eternity! In this short span of life, are we investing in the things that 
will last for eternity? Are we people filled with hope? Are we building the kingdom of God? Let us encour-
age one another in these things.   

 

Similarly, in thinking of His divinity and Lordship, these times remind me that Jesus is Lord. First, this brings 
me great comfort that in the uncertainty, I can hold fast to Him, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 
Though our world may descend into greater chaos, Jesus is on the throne (Psalm 46). God is in control AND 
He has a great purpose for us each day. I encourage you to regularly remind yourself of these purposes. 
Secondly, His divinity is humbling. It leads me to evaluate my life to ensure it honors Him. We will one day 
give an account for the way we live. I challenge you to sit, think, and pray over this season and what the 
Lord is doing or seeking to do within each of us.  

 

Nick  

*NOVEMBER LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

                          6—David Peck        13—Jon Huguley 

              20—Mike Sullivan        27—Ben Bryant                 

    

FIGURES 

BUDGET REPORT FOR October 1-23 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED …………..………….………......$35,404.75 

October 1-23 Receipts  ……………..…...…………….....…....$24,721.95 

October 1-23 Expenses…….……….……………..…..…....……$15,422.02 

SURPLUS AS OF OCT  23………………...………..…….....….…..$9,299.93  



Backpack Buddies: In October we started back with our 
Backpack Buddy ministry. God has opened up a new      
partnership at Westside Elementary and our weekly food 
bag need is over 125 kids and growing. We thank God for 
the opportunity to minister in four schools! We thank God 
for the generosity of each of you in meeting this need 
through your service, leadership, and giving!  

 

Pastor Appreciation: Both Nick and I are extremely thankful 
for each card of encouragement and your generous and 
thoughtful gifts. We are both blessed, to be called by God, 
to serve and lead His flock at FBCWR. Thank you! 

FACTS & FELLOWSHIP 
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"God at Work"  

Office will be closed November 23-24 

Sunday, November 6 

@ fbcwr.org 


