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  On Sunday, we looked at Daniel’s example of corporate repentance for the sins of the exiles. But his 
example of corporate repentance is not the only one found in scripture. Perhaps one of the most moving ex-
amples comes from Ezra 9-10. Here’s the background: 
 Ezra led the first wave of returning exiles to Jerusalem to begin the work of rebuilding the city. When 
they arrived, a burnt sin offering was made to God consisting of 96 rams, 77 lambs, and 12 male goats. After 
the offering, Ezra was confronted with an accusation that the exiled people of Israel, including the priests and 
Levites, had not separated themselves from the people of the land but rather gave themselves to intermar-
riage. This was in direct disobedience to what God had commanded in Deuteronomy 7:3. Ezra realized this 
was sin and responded by tearing his tunic and robe, pulling out hair from his head and beard, and sitting 
down devastated until the evening offering. The book of Ezra says those that feared the Lord gathered around 
him as he sat there devastated in complete humiliation. 
 That is when we get to Ezra’s response to the sins of all of Israel. In Ezra 9:5, we read that he got up 
from his humiliation, with torn tunic and robe, and fell on his knees with hands spread out to the Lord. He 
then prayed this, “My God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face toward you, my God, because our 
iniquities are higher than our heads and our guilt is higher than the heavens.” (9:6) He then says, “Now, our 
God, what can we say in light of this? For we have abandoned the commands you gave through your servants 
the prophets…” (9:10-11) Can you sense Ezra’s remorse and brokenness of the sins of his people? If not, this is 
what it says in Ezra 10:1, “While Ezra prayed and confessed, weeping and falling facedown before the house of 
God, an extremely large assembly of Israelite men, women, and children gathered around him. The people also 
wept bitterly.” Not only was Ezra broken but the returning exiles were broken over their sins. Just take a mo-
ment and let this narrative sink in… 
 There are times in life where we can be remorseful and even broken over sin. We can wail, fall on our 
faces, “tear our clothes,” and even show great remorse. But how do we know it’s genuine? Genuine broken-
ness over sin leads to repentance. It leads to a change in actions. In this narrative, Shecaniah confesses their 
sin and initiates a plan to send away their foreign wives and children. Their brokenness over sin was genuine, 
as they made a plan to turn away from their sin. Can you imagine how difficult it would have been to send 
your wife and children away forever? That is how serious the people of Israel were about their sin and desire 
to follow God’s commands. 
 There are two questions I’d ask you to consider over the next month: 1) What sins of our church, the 
SBC, and/or the church in the United States do we need to confess? 2) What plans do we need to initiate to 
show our genuine repentance from those sins? I’m going to consider these alongside you. May our broken-
ness and repentance be shown genuine! 
 

I love you, 
Pastor Casey 
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  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:00 pm  Band Rehearsal 
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*Birthdays 

JUNE 2022 

Generate Youth Camp—Cleveland, TN  4th—8th 

Southern Baptist Convention—Anaheim, CA  12th—15th  



       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

What is usually the first thing to go when life gets busy or strained? Do you get less sleep because of stay-
ing up late or getting up early? Does physical exercise lessen? Do you spend less time in the Word of God 
because there is not as much time in the day? Does prayer go to the back burner? Do you ever consider 
why some of the most important things get sidelined by all the other things? It was often told to me in my 
early years as a believer that Satan cannot take away my salvation, however, he will do whatever he can to 
make me less effective for Christ or make me miserable in my walk with Christ. There is a lot of truth to 
that. I was reading from E.M. Bounds’ book The Classic Collection on Prayer and encouraged to keep press-
ing on in prayer. Prayer is what affects everything we do in life. Bounds states, “Prayer governs conduct, 
and conduct makes character. Conduct is what we do, character is what we are. Conduct is the outward 
life. Character is the unseen life that is hidden within, yet shown by what is seen” (51). The enemy knows 
that if he can affect what is going into our hearts (the Living Water/Jesus), then our outward lives will soon 
follow. In a busy and pressing season in my own life, my prayer life has been strained. However, prayer 
must remain central and the priority in all that I do. It is in these times that I have to step back and evalu-
ate and realign my days and weeks around the Father. Think on your own life to ensure your priorities are 
where God would have them. 
 
We have some great things for the Youth at First Baptist this summer! At the beginning of June, we are 
heading to Generate Summer Camp in Cleveland, TN. The theme of the week is “So Much More” which 
focuses on understanding the Lord in deeper ways and seeing that His plans for our lives are more than we 
often realize. Our prayer is for a great week where the students really grow in their faith and the applica-
tion of it to their lives. As well, we are praying for salvation for students who have not yet surrendered 
their lives to the Lord. July 5-8, the students will serve our church and local community in Jesus’ name by 
meeting the practical needs of those around us. Our goal this summer is to grow in our faith and put that 
faith in practice through serving others. I am so grateful for the ways you support our students and ask you 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to do something amazing in the lives of our students and those we serve. 
 
Nick 

*JUNE LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

                    5—Ben Bryant            12—Mark Burquest                
19—Curtis Dalton    26—Jon Huguley                    

   

FIGURES 

FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR APRIL 2022 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ……………………....... $35,404.75 

April Receipts…....………..……………….…................… $35,532.14 

April Expenses ………...…..…..…….................................. $29,307.27 

Actual Surplus for April ………………….……...….…... $ 6,224.87 

GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 
 

BUDGET REPORT FOR MAY 1-27, 2022 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ………...……...….…... $35,404.75 

May 1-27 Receipts .............................................................. $28,893.93 

May 1-27 Expenses ............................................................ $17,013.52 

Surplus as of May 27 …………………..………….…... $  11,880.41 



FACTS & FELLOWSHIP 

Sunday, June 19th 

June 4th—8th 
Youth Camp 

Backpack Buddies: With less than 3 days of school left, we 
had 90-100 bags remaining with our Backpack Buddies minis-
try. Each of our three partner schools were fully supplied 
through the end of the school year and we still had a surplus. 
Not wanting to hold on to bags that could help students over 
the summer, we began to pray for a place to share them. 
With the restrictions of our supplier, we have very few op-
portunities to share outside of a school needing assistance. 
Long story short, through a series of God orchestrated 
events, we were able to provide all of those meals to a local 
elementary school with great need. It was the first time, 
since COVID, they were able to send food home to needy 
children. God was and is at work! Please pray for our poten-
tial partnership with this school in the coming school year. 

"God at Work"  

 


