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Our Ministerial Staff: 

Casey Matthews Pastor   

Nick Prieto  Worship & Youth Pastor 

 
As I look back on this past year, I am thankful for the ways the Lord has worked. In this past year, we launched a full-

fledged Backpack Buddy ministry and have given out over 2900 bags of food to local elementary school children. In this past year, 
we had our first Men’s Conference in over 5 years. In this past year, our students participated in a weeklong local mission project. 
In this past year, we continued to minister faithfully to Huntington Middle School teachers. In this past year, we expanded our  
Family Promise ministry to include orphan care and hosted a Connect Night for Houston County foster parents. In this past year, we 
started supporting two new ministries: Legacy Outdoor Ministry and a family of missionaries in the Middle East. In this past year, 
we were able to reupholster the pews and put a new roof on our sanctuary. These are just a few of the ways the Lord has worked 
over the last year! It makes my heart rejoice as I reflect on the wonderful ways the Lord has worked.  

But if I’m honest, amidst the great joy and thanksgiving, my heart is extremely heavy. We have seen God’s amazing grace, 
but we have also experienced extreme loss. We have experienced extreme illness. Eight members went to be with the Lord this last 
year. Several other members have faced difficult medical problems. Some have lost jobs while others have experienced fractured 
relationships with family. Some have been restationed across the country and others have been unable to continue attending. 
These are just to name a few of the challenges you have faced in the past year. Reflecting on these makes me take a deep breath of 
sorrow. Anyone understand where I’m coming from? At times, these difficulties can almost eclipse all that God HAS DONE in the 
past year. Or perhaps, at times, they have eclipsed all that God has done this past year.  

I have spent many hours crying out to the Lord on your behalf this past year. There have been some sleepless nights 
throughout the year. I have wept with you as you have walked and continue to walk through some of the darkest valleys. Let me 
encourage you with some words that have reminded me where to keep my eyes focused the past year.  

Psalm 13 has become a “go to” Psalm in my Bible. Over the last five months, my focus has shifted to the last two verses 
instead of the first four. “But I have trusted in your faithful love; my heart will rejoice in your deliverance. I will sing to the Lord  
because he has treated me generously.” (Psalm 13:5-6) What a shift these two verses have brought to my heart and mind over the 
last five months! Despite continuing difficulty, David declared complete trust in God and even rejoiced and worshiped the Lord. 
David was a man who knew sorrow and opposition, yet he is able to write, and sing in front of others, with confidence about the 
faithfulness of God. Can you declare the same in the midst of your difficult circumstance?  

I wish I could tell you that your season of storms will pass soon…but I cannot. I wish I could tell you that after the storm 
comes a calm…but I cannot. I can tell you that I will be praying for you regularly. I can tell you that weathering the storm will      
produce Christlike character. I can tell you to let not your hearts be troubled but rather trust in God and our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. I can tell you to rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord and sing with all your heart because He has acted generously. As we 
enter a New Year, may the God of peace be with us and grant us His joy, peace, and comfort. May He remind us how temporary 
our lives are and give us a passion to see the spiritually dead raised to life. 

 

I love you, 

Pastor Casey 
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  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:15 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
8:15 pm  Band Rehearsal 

Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

1 

NO BIBLE STUDY 

 

Worship-10:30am 

2 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

Nick’s 10 year  

Anniversary 

Curtis’s 5 year 

anniversary 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

*Nick Prieto 

5 6 

 

 

 

 

 

*Philip Potter 

7 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Deborah Barfield 

*Ray Durham 

9 

Keenagers—12pm 

Youth Growth 

Group—6:30pm 

10 11 12 
 

13 14 

15 

Sanctity of Life 

Communion 

16 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

*Shirley Trammell 

17 

Deacon Mtg-

7pm 

18 
 

19 

WMU-10am 

 

 

 

*Jane Gordon 

*Alma Jinks 

*Kati Cannon 

20 21 

22 

Memorial /  

Remembrance   

Service 

 

Church Council-

3:30pm 

23 

Youth Growth 

Group—6:30pm 

24 25 

Quarterly mtg—

6pm 

26 27 28 

29 

Joint Bible Study / 

breakfast—9:15am 

Family Worship—

10:30am 

Youth Flag      

Football —3pm 

30 

Youth Growth 

Group—6:30pm 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

*Casey        

Matthews 

    

       

*Birthdays 

JANUARY 2023 



FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR November 2022 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ……………….………..…….…….$35,404.75 

November Receipts….……..………….……………..….……….….$29,425.66 

November Expenses…….…..…….…………..……............…....$26,258.97 

ACTUAL SHORT/SURPLUS FOR November …...……….….$  3,166.69  

GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 

       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

Do you remember Y2K? In some ways, it seems like forever since our world went through the questions of what would happen to our   
electricity, technology, cars, bank accounts, etc. when the calendar rolled over from 1999 to 2000. As a teenager, I remember nervously 
going through a countdown to the year 2000 at a New Year’s Eve Bash at my church. Then…nothing happened. HAPPY NEW YEAR! Here we 
are, 23 years later. As I roll into each new year, I often try to close out the previous year ensuring I am in right fellowship with the Lord. It is 
a pattern I try to walk through daily but with a new year, I put a little more emphasis on self-examination.  

 

As I begin 2023, I find myself looking back. I ask God to show what He desires me to focus on this next year, but I also see the need to    
reflect on what He did in 2022 and how that carries over into this new year. I ask myself, “What can I rejoice in the Lord in from this past 
year?” Reminding myself of the Holy Spirit’s work and seeing the ways God answered prayer gives me great confidence in continuing to 
trust Him in the days ahead. Looking back at pictures of the year reminds me of God’s goodness in so many ways. If I’m honest, I am a short
-sighted person. I forget God’s work in the details of my days, marriage, family, and ministry. I think looking back to reflect on 2022 will 
help me to build upon what God taught me as I journey through 2023. Looking back, here are a few things I have learned. 

Discipleship is a Process – Ministry over this year has been a mixed bag in different ways. As I look at the Youth Ministry, I can say that 
it is unpredictable. But the Lord is at work. I have learned to stay the course, be consistent, and be persistent. It is NOT an easy 
ministry. However, we are clearly sharing the gospel, digging deeper in challenging true growth, and having awesome                
opportunities to mentor. Will you pray for our leaders, our students, and their families? Ask the Holy Spirit to bring salvation 
and tremendous growth in EACH student! 

Perseverance – For many years, I have desired to run a long race. I enjoy exercise and being active but had never run longer than 6 
miles. Finally, I put a half-marathon on the calendar for this past November. What did I learn? First, a goal helps me to accomplish 
the task. Second, what seemed so daunting in my mind became a reality because of perseverance and commitment. Third, I 
thought I would not enjoy running longer distances, but ironically, I developed a love for running. There is so much more I learned 
but lastly, I learned much good is often on the other side of discipline and hard work. I knew this concept before but have seen it 
in a whole new and fresh way. Keep persevering. 

Laugh More – Looking through pictures over the course of the year, I often forget many of the funny moments of the year. My heart 
can get weighed down by so many serious matters that I forget the ways God brought laughter into my days. I need to remember 
the good times and learn to laugh more this next year. In a fast-paced world, I have learned to slow down and enjoy God and this 
life more. 

The Lord is at work! Praise His name! I need to continue to trust His leading and work and ask Him for greater things this next year. As well, 
I need to enjoy His goodness and grace.  

What about you? 

Nick 

*JANUARY LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

                          1—Mike Sullivan        8—Mark Burquest 

              15—David Peck        22—Mark Warstler 

 29—Jon Huguley               

FIGURES 

BUDGET REPORT FOR December 1-20 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED …………..………….……….......$35,404.75 

December 1-20 Receipts  ……………..…...………...…..…....$24,224.23 

December 1-20 Expenses…….……….……………..…..………$22,833.23 

SURPLUS AS OF DEC 20………………...………..…….....….….$   1,391 



Generosity Abounds: As we end another year, I am amazed 
at the generosity of our church. Thank you for meeting the 
needs of so many and for supporting the various ministries 
of the church! This month we celebrate your generosity 
towards the Methodist Children’s Home in Macon in 
meeting the Christmas needs of their children. God is at 
work! 

God Sent Staff: This past year brought some changes to our 
staff. Ann Cooper retired after 16 years of faithful ministry 
and Sherri Davis retired and moved to Florida. These two 
ladies were wonderful at their jobs and we knew filling 
their roles would be challenging. BUT GOD! God sent us 
two new staff members, Jason and Kati, and they have 
jumped in and learned quickly. Instead of facing difficult 
transitions, God sent the right people at the right time. God 
is at work!  
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"God at Work"  

Sunday, January 29 
Joint Breakfast/Bible Study—9:15am 

Family Worship Day—10:30am 
                                

 

 

 

All generations in worship service 


