
December 2021 

Our Ministerial Staff: 

Casey Matthews Pastor   

Nick Prieto  Worship & Youth Pastor 

 
With the start of December comes the anticipation of Christmas! Remember the excitement you felt in the month of 

December when you were a child? It’s the same excitement some of you feel as Thanksgiving ends, and the Christmas season 
begins. We’ll start to hear Christmas music on the radio. Christmas movies will flood television and streaming services. Every-
where you go you’ll see decorations and lights. As one song says, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year.” As Christians, we 
should believe the same, but why? It can be easy to lose focus on the importance of Christmas (speaking from personal expe-
rience). How do we combat that temptation to lose focus during this wonderful season? I personally read through the ac-
counts in the Bible leading up to and including the birth of Jesus. No matter how many times I read it, I’m still in awe of the 
magnificence of our God! How do you combat the temptation to lose focus of the true importance of the Christmas season? 

 I love the account, out of Luke 1, where Gabriel tells Zechariah he is going to have a son. After four centuries of si-
lence, God sends the angel Gabriel to break the silence by predicting the birth of John the Baptist. He not only tells Zechariah 
he’ll have a son, but this son will prepare the way of the Lord. Look at the words spoken by Gabriel in Luke 1:14-17:  

 
There will be joy and delight for you, and many will rejoice at his birth.  

For he will be great in the sight of the Lord and will never drink wine or beer.  
He will be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb.  

 He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.   

And he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah,  
to turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the disobedient to the  

understanding of the righteous, to make ready for the Lord a prepared people. 
 
 As Zechariah is fulfilling his priestly duties, he is visited by the angel Gabriel and told this wonderful news of his son to 
come. I imagine there is enough excitement just in the promise of a son considering Zechariah and Elizabeth were older. But 
what would bring me more excitement are the words spoken about who their son will be and what he will do! Their son, 
John, would be great in the sight of the Lord. He would be filled with the Spirit while still in the womb. He would lead many 
back to God in the spirit and power of Elijah. He would lead those who had strayed back to righteousness. He would prepare 
the people for the coming of the Lord. Honestly, I get excited just writing this! So many truths run through my mind as I reflect 
on these verses: God always keeps his promises. His faithfulness is for all generations. God’s heart has always been for the 
redemption of mankind. His love is supernatural. God is patient, kind, merciful, and gracious. He always accomplishes his pur-
poses. God’s desire is for repentance and obedience. He pursues the lost. God is known by those who search for Him, and they 
are known by Him. These are just some of the many truths we could be reminded of in this passage. Take time to read and 
meditate on Luke 1:5-25. What truths do you see? More importantly, what response does God want you to have in light of 
these truths?  
 I pray we all enjoy this Christmas season by keeping our focus on the right things. I pray there be a fullness to this 
Christmas season, like no other, as we meditate on the reason for which we celebrate.   

 
I love you, 
Pastor Casey 
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  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:00 pm  Band Rehearsal 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

 
 

  1 2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Chuck Gibbs 

3 

 

 

 

 
 

*Christie Hale 

*Madison Silverstruck 

4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Dorothy Scacciaferro 

5 

Advent 

6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Mike Sullivan 

*Susan Silverstruck 

7 

 

8 
 

9 

Casey’s 3 Year 

Anniversary 

 

 

 

 
*Beth McConnell 

10 11 

Ladies  

Christmas Tea—

10am—12pm 

12 

Advent 

Christmas Evening 

of Worship—6pm  

13 

Keenagers—12pm 

Youth Discipleship 

@ Nick’s Home—

6:30pm 

 

 
 

*Britany Bryant 

14 

Deacon  

Meeting—7pm 

15 

Special Called 

Meeting—6pm 
 

16 

WMU—10am 

Deacon/Staff  

Christmas  

Party—6pm 

17 18 

FH in Use 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Yvonne Hill 

19 

Advent 

Communion 

WRHS Feeding 

Program 

Caroling—4pm 

 

 
 

 

 

20 

Youth Christmas 

Party @ Nick’s 

Home—6pm 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Ann Cooper 

*Esmae Manis 

*Mae Bryant 

22 

Christmas 

Holiday—

Office Closed 

No Wednesday 

Night Activities 

23 

Christmas 

Holiday—

Office Closed 

24 25 

Christmas Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Gabriel Holmes 

26 

No Bible Study 
 

27 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Connor Warstler 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Jon Huguley 

30 

New Year  

Holiday—

Office Closed 

 

 

 
*Mark Warstler 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

 

 

 
*Mark Burquest 

 

       

*Birthdays 

DECEMBER 2021 

HCBE Christmas Break—December 20th—January 3rd 

Family Promise Host Week (Off Campus)—December 5th  

Lottie Moon Week of Prayer—December 5th  

HCBE Christmas Break—December 20th—January 3rd 



       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

What is the greatest gift you have ever received? Was there something growing up that was particularly 
special to you? If you received that gift, what did it feel like when it was given to you? How did you re-
spond? Aside from the gift of salvation, which was hands-down the greatest gift I could ever receive, and 
my wife and boys, the greatest gift I have received was my new drum set when I was a kid. Oh, how I 
longed for a drum set. It might also be the loudest gift I have ever received. My parents might regret 
getting the drum set after many loud evenings that thing would bring after a long day of work. I knew we 
had made it as a family when I walked through the house after practicing and my dad was asleep on the 
couch. How anyone falls asleep with such intense decibel levels is something I might not understand until 
my boys return the favor while they are practicing one day. Regardless, I treasure my drum set still to this 
day. 
 
While in Sierra Leone last month with Training Pastors International, we delivered Study Bibles to pastors 
who did not have a Study Bible. Stop and imagine that. I cannot fathom trying to study for messages with 
no resources. It is like trying to fly a plane with no schooling or flight training. These are the leaders of 
churches, the ones given the responsibility over the souls in their charge. When we were in the city of Bo 
and delivering Bibles, one of the directors in that area, was so excited to receive his Bible and said, “This is 
the greatest gift I have ever received.” It breaks my heart to type those words. How many things have I 
been blessed with that I take for granted? How many things do I treasure that will simply fall apart or burn 
up one day? All these pastors desired, was a resource so they could study. Not only was I challenged to in-
vest my money in things that will provide needed resources for other people/pastors, but I needed to re-
pent of building my treasure here on this earth. Remember, “…where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” (Matthew 6:21). The things you invest in will tell you where your treasure is. Over the course 
of my trip to Sierra Leone, I was challenged by how much I have and how much more it needs to be di-
rected toward the Kingdom of God and for the glory of God. I also want my life and those in my family and 
church to treasure the Word of God and the most important things in our lives. Let us hunger for some-
thing much greater. 
 
Nick 

*DECEMBER LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

              5—Mike Sullivan              12—Ben Bryant 

      19—Mark Burquest             26—Curtis Dalton 

     

FIGURES 

FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2021 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED …………………..….... $31,614.76 

October Receipts……....……..…………………...........… $33,608.15 

October Expenses ………....…..…..……........................... $29,230.16 

Actual Surplus for October ............................................. $  4,377.99 

GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 
 

BUDGET REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 1-28, 2021 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ………………..….….. $31,614.76   

November 1-28 Receipts ….….…..................................... $32,382.31 

November 1-28 Expenses …….........…............................. $13,608.39 

Surplus as of November 28…...………...…...…....…….. $18,773.92 



 

The church office will be closed on Wednesday &  
Thursday, December 22nd & 23rd in observance of 
Christmas. The church office will also be closed on 

Thursday, December 30th in observance of New Year’s. 

Week of Prayer—November 28th—December 5th 

December 13th  

OCC Shoeboxes: This year our church packed 47 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and pur-
chased another 13 online for a total of 60 shoe-
boxes. We are thankful for our WMU who leads the 
charge and for each member who participated. We 
see God at work through the sacrificial giving but it 
is only the beginning step. Pray God would continue 
to work through each of the 60 boxes and that chil-
dren and their parents would be led to Christ. May 
God’s kingdom be furthered here on earth through 
the OCC shoeboxes! 
 
New Workers: We’ve had several people step up 
over the last couple of months to serve in various 
ministries. Some are serving as greeters and others 
in the Grow & Go Kids ministry. These have been 
matters of prayer for a while and God is answering 
those prayers. We give thanks to God for these peo-
ple! God is at work at FBCWR…will you join Him? 

"God at Work"  

FACTS & FELLOWSHIP 

 

Sunday, December 19th @ 4:00pm 


