
December 2022 

Our Ministerial Staff: 

Casey Matthews Pastor   

Nick Prieto  Worship & Youth Pastor 

 
 With the start of December comes the anticipation of Christmas! Remember the excitement you felt in the month of   

December when you were a child? It’s the same excitement some of you feel as Thanksgiving ends, and the Christmas season    
begins. We’ll start to hear Christmas music on the radio. Christmas movies will flood television and streaming services. Everywhere 
you go you’ll see decorations and lights. As one song says, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year.” As Christians, we should   
believe the same, but why? It can be easy to lose focus on the importance of Christmas (speaking from personal experience). How 
do we combat that temptation to lose focus during this wonderful season? I personally read through the accounts in the Bible  
leading up to and including the birth of Jesus. No matter how many times I read it, I’m still in awe of the magnificence of our God! 
How do you combat the temptation to lose focus of the true importance of the Christmas season? 

 I love the account, out of Luke 1, where Gabriel tells Zechariah he is going to have a son. After four centuries of silence, 
God sends the angel Gabriel to break the silence by predicting the birth of John the Baptist. He not only tells Zechariah he’ll have a 
son, but this son will prepare the way of the Lord. Look at the words spoken by Gabriel in Luke 1:14-17:  

 

There will be joy and delight for you, and many will rejoice at his birth.  

For he will be great in the sight of the Lord and will never drink wine or beer.  

He will be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb.  

 He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.   

And he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah,  

to turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the disobedient to the  

understanding of the righteous, to make ready for the Lord a prepared people. 

 

 As Zechariah is fulfilling his priestly duties, he is visited by the angel Gabriel and told this wonderful news of his son to 
come. I imagine there is enough excitement just in the promise of a son considering Zechariah and Elizabeth were older. But what 
would bring me more excitement are the words spoken about who their son will be and what he will do! Their son, John, would be 
great in the sight of the Lord. He would be filled with the Spirit while still in the womb. He would lead many back to God in the  
spirit and power of Elijah. He would lead those who had strayed back to righteousness. He would prepare the people for the     
coming of the Lord. Honestly, I get excited just writing this! So many truths run through my mind as I reflect on these verses: God 
always keeps his promises. His faithfulness is for all generations. God’s heart has always been for the redemption of mankind. His 
love is supernatural. God is patient, kind, merciful, and gracious. He always accomplishes his purposes. God’s desire is for             
repentance and obedience. He pursues the lost. God is known by those who search for Him, and they are known by Him. These are 
just a some of the many truths we could be reminded of in this passage. Take time to read and meditate on Luke 1:5-25. What 
truths do you see? More importantly, what response does God want you to have in light of these truths?  

 I pray we all enjoy this Christmas season by keeping our focus on the right things. I pray there be a fullness to this       
Christmas season, like no other, as we meditate on the reason for which we celebrate.   

I love you, 

Pastor Casey 

       

FIRST EXPRESSIONS 

 First Baptist Church of Warner Robins 
            1135 Watson Blvd., Warner Robins, GA  31093 

              478.922.8152 or 478.922.8148 

              www.fbcwr.org 

 

  “We Seek to Glorify God By Making Disciples of ALL Nations” 

 



Wednesdays 
5:30 pm  Youth Connect 
6:00 pm  Bible Study & Prayer  
7:15 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
8:15 pm  Band Rehearsal 

Sundays 
  9:15 am  Small Group Bible Study 
10:30 am  Morning Worship  
   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        
    1 2 

 

 

 

 

 

* Chuck Gibbs 

3 

Ladies  

Christmas 

Tea—1pm 

 

*Madison  

Silverstruck 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Dorothy  

Scacciaferro  

5 

Keenagers-12pm 

Youth Growth 

Group—6:30pm 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

*Mike Sullivan 

*Susan  

Silverstruck 

7 

Moms in Prayer 

@ CFA-9:30am 

8 
 

9 

Casey’s 4 year 

church           

anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

11 

Christmas  

Caroling—4pm 

12 

Youth Growth 

Group—6:30pm 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Britany Bryant 

14 
 

15 

WMU-10am 

16 17 

Choir @ The 

Lodge—

10:30am 

18 

Christmas Evening 

of Worship-6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

Youth Christmas 

Party—6pm 

20 

Deacon Mtg-

7pm 

21 

Moms in Prayer 

@ CFA-9:30am 

NO CONNECT 

 

 

 

 

*Lee Miller 

22 
OFFICE CLOSED 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Teresa Mathis 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Service—5pm 

25 

CHRISTMAS 

No Bible Study  

 

Christmas         

Service—10:30am 

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 

27 28 

NO CHURCH 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Jon Huguley 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

*Mark Warstler 

*Miranda Gibbs 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Mark Burquest 

       

*Birthdays 

DECEMBER 2022 

HCBE Christmas Holiday 

HCBE Christmas Holiday 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/people/AC34538684?list_id=1089433
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/people/AC34538684?list_id=1089433


FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR October 2022 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ……………….………..…….…….….$35,404.75 

October Receipts….……..………….……………..….………..…….….$26,106.31 

October Expenses…….…..…….…………..……....................…....$24,403.27 

ACTUAL SHORT/SURPLUS FOR October ….………...……..….$ 1,703.04 

GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST 

       From the Worship/Youth Pastor                        

The Christmas season has always been a special time for me. I am also aware that it is not everyone’s favorite time 
of the year, which is understandable for various reasons. For me, there is a richness and beauty to the season that I 
have always cherished. Recently, I have been reflecting on why I have enjoyed it. I love the lights and always have. 
Maybe I am like a kid, but the lights seem magical. You can take a dark yard around your house at night and bring 
the entire space to light. I also enjoy the time together with other people. Oftentimes there seems to be a greater 
sense of joy and delight in the fellowship with others. I love the music of the season. However, alongside this, I see a 
brokenness. There is tragedy every day that we see in the news in our community, nation, and around the world. 
Conflict, sickness, anxiety, stress, heartache, and sin rear their ugly heads and taint the beauty of the season. I want 
the peace and perfection, but I also see the depravity. It is almost as if this is a picture of heaven and earth. There is 
God, holiness, and purity in heaven but then a sin-filled earth. As believers there is a relationship with Jesus, the 
grace of joy and peace in Him, the experience of the power and transformation of the Holy Spirit, the beauty of 
community and fellowship, and the growth around the Word of God. On the other side of that, the flesh and sin are 
still present. There is a battle that we daily wage against the former man that is within us and this worldly system 
that is all around. Romans 6-8 speaks with great depth of the war we wage. It is sobering to ponder the weariness 
of the world. However, I believe our focus need not be on the sin and the brokenness but on the Messiah and the 
things of Heaven. In John 16:33 Jesus stated, “…In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have       
overcome the world.” What incredible news! One day, this earth will pass away, and those that believe in Jesus will 
be the in presence of our Savior for all eternity. In light of this, focus your heart on the things of eternity. Focus your 
mind on the things of God. Set your steps on God’s clearly defined will as seen in His Word. Spread the Good News 
of Jesus. 

 

Nick 

*DECEMBER LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK* 
          

                          4—Mark Burquest        11—David Peck 

              18—Mark Warstler        25—Jon Huguley                

    

FIGURES 

BUDGET REPORT FOR November 1-27 

MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED …………..………….…………......$35,404.75 

November 1-27 Receipts  ……………..…...…………………......$29,436.32 

November 1-27 Expenses…….……….……………..…...…..……$21,402.46 

SURPLUS AS OF NOV  27………………...………..…….....….….$8,033.36  



Deacon Ordination & Recognition: This last month, we  
celebrated God’s work as we ordained Mark Warstler to 
deacon ministry at FBCWR. David Peck also rotated back on 
as an active deacon for which we are grateful. We were 
able to also recognize Chuck Hughey as Deacon Emeritus, a 
title well deserved for his faithfulness to the office of      
deacon at FBCWR for many decades. We give thanks for 
Godly men called to serve the Lord and His church! 

 

Training Pastors in Moldova: Charles and Casey had a    
successful trip training pastors in Moldova. They taught the 
book of Romans and left the pastors with resources to 
preach over 20 sermons. Thank you church for supporting 
and praying for them. We are thankful for the ways God 
worked and will be at work in Moldova this next year!  

FACTS & FELLOWSHIP 
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"God at Work"  


