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As I walked into the Collins Hill High School gymnasium, there was tension and excitement in the air. Two topranked wrestling programs were getting ready to duke it out on the mat. There was much hype, that night, as returning and future state champs squared up with one another on the mat. Everyone was there to watch the two
varsity squads compete. But in the corner was a mat where the junior varsity wrestlers would face off. One
matchup was between Collins Hill wrestler, Kyle Maynard, and a young JV wrestler from Eagles Landing. Kyle is a
quadruple amputee, and he demolished our JV wrestler that night. Kyle didn’t always win though. As a matter of
fact, when he first started wrestling, he lost a bunch. But over time, he began to win more and more. Kyle was
and still is an example of perseverance. But it doesn’t end there: Kyle was also featured in a Nike ad during the
Rio Olympics as the first quadruple amputee to scale Mt. Kilimanjaro. He climbed the 19,340 feet in just 10 days,
crawling the entire distance. Kyle was and still is an example of perseverance. His example reminds us that:
Perseverance in difficult situations results in growth.
Perseverance is continuing to work hard for something despite difficulty or delayed success. Perseverance is continuing to push towards the goal despite challenges that arise. The Bible has tons of examples of perseverance but
one that stands out to me is found in the story of Joshua. Joshua was born a slave in Egypt and wasn’t freed until
he was about 40 years old. Following being freed from Egypt, he wandered around in the desert for another 40
years because his fellow Israelites were disobedient. Joshua was one of two spies that believed they could conquer their enemies in the promised land by the Lord’s strength. So basically the 40 years in the desert weren’t a
result of his disobedience but the other Israelite spies. It wasn’t until he was about 80 years old that he was able
to experience the promised land of God. Despite all the challenges Joshua faced, he never quit. As a matter of
fact, the Bible records 31 kings that Joshua helped defeat. Joshua persevered in the face of challenging circumstances and delayed promises.
One thing is guaranteed in life: challenges will arise. You might receive a grim medical diagnosis. Perhaps you
have a fractured relationship with family. Your current workplace may not be the healthiest environment. Maybe
your kids are “providing you with lots of practice in patience”. Perhaps you lost a loved one and are still grieving.
Or you could be forced with a move that is unanticipated. If I haven’t covered your challenge, I encourage you to
insert it here: _______. Often, we can’t control these circumstances. But we can continue to pursue the goal or
prize of our heavenward call. As we continue to push on in difficulty, it produces growth. That growth results in
sanctification and which is what God desires for every believer. Do you need to persevere? Will you fix your eyes
on Christ and pursue the prize of our heavenward call?

I love you,
Pastor Casey

AUGUST 2022
Sundays
9:15 am Small Group Bible Study
10:30 am Morning Worship

*Birthdays

Sun

Wednesdays
5:30 pm Youth Connect
6:00 pm Bible Study & Prayer
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal
8:15 pm Band Rehearsal

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
HCBE First Day
of School

2

3

4

5

6
Spark Conference
@ 2nd Baptist—
8am—3pm

*Jerry Smallwood

7

14

8
9
Keenagers—12pm

15

*Iran Garcia

10
Feed Northside
Football—5pm
No Bible Study

11

*Teri Dalton

*James Mathis

16
17
18
Deacon
New Testament WMU—10am
Meeting—7pm Survey Begins—
6pm

12

13

19

20

*Evelyn Davidson

21
Communion

22
Youth Growth
Group @ Pastor
Nick’s Home—
6:30pm

23

24

25

26

27

Lifeway Women Live—Dacula, GA
*Chase Watson

28
Community
Hymn Sing @
Sandy Valley
Baptist—6pm

29
Youth Growth
Group @ Pastor
Nick’s Home—
6:30pm

30

31

*Debbie Wood

*Jeannette Montes
*Lewis Hise Jr.

From the Worship/Youth Pastor
I began leading worship in high school as a senior. For years, I had found my comfort zone in playing drums with
our youth praise band. I loved it and loved serving the Lord in that way. However, through a vacancy of leadership
and after months of saying no to other youth leaders, I sensed God wanted me to lead our youth group in worship.
To do this was completely out of my comfort zone. Completely! For starters, I was not a vocalist. But I obeyed what
I sensed God led me to do. Little did I know that God would birth within me a passion for worship leadership and
seeing people corporately connect with the Father. I loved watching people worship God with sincere hearts. That
passion has not dwindled. Verses that speak of zeal and passion for the Lord really excite me and stir my heart for
longing for the Lord with greater depth (Romans 12:11).
As believers, we have the Holy Spirit living within us and His power available to us. Unfortunately, I believe we can
easily live without experiencing His presence, leading, and power. I’ve been reading A.W. Tozer’s The Pursuit of
God and have been challenged by the failure of many to experience His presence today. He says, “…we are in the
presence of God positionally, and nothing is said about the need to experience that Presence actually.” Later Tozer
states, “We are satisfied to rest in our judicial possessions and, for the most part, we bother ourselves very little
about the absence of personal experience” (page 35).
My longing is for our church (worship services, Bible Studies, groups, and personal time) to experience the presence of the Lord. It is easy to talk of this desire, it is another thing to experience the Lord and worship Him accordingly. As we gather on Sundays, know that passion in worship and engagement in community will be directly related to your personal pursuit and walk with the Lord throughout the week. When you have walked with the Lord and
in obedience to Him during the week, you will overflow in worship to Him as we gather. I pray for more and more
growth in these areas as a church. The Lord is working, I just long for more!
Last month, our Youth participated in Summer Serve. This was a week of serving our community in Jesus’ name. It
was a great week, and the Lord was at work. Not only did we serve the people of our church and different organizations in our area, the Lord worked in the hearts of those who were serving. I believe and pray that God will use
this in the lives of our students in the years to come to do some amazing things for His glory. It was truly awesome!
Nick

FIGURES
GIVEN TO REACH OUR WORLD FOR CHRIST
BUDGET REPORT FOR JULY 1-24, 2022
MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ………...……...….…... $35,404.75
July 1-24 Receipts .............................................................. $18,819.88
July 1-24 Expenses ............................................................. $14,629.48
Surplus as of July 24 …………………..………….……... $ 4,190.40
FINAL BUDGET REPORT FOR JUNE 2022
MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDED ……………………....... $35,404.75
June Receipts…....……..……………….….....................… $38,284.30
June Expenses ………...…....……....................................... $24,195.25
Actual Surplus for June ………………..….……...……... $14,089.05

*AUGUST LIST FOR DEACON OF THE WEEK*
7—Mike Sullivan
14—Ben Bryant
21—Mark Burquest
28—Curtis Dalton

FACTS & FELLOWSHIP
"God at Work"
Youth Serve: I hope you’ll take time to read
Nick’s article about the Youth Serve in July. God
was at work in and through the teenagers, adult
leaders, and others who served. We give thanks
to God for each person He used to accomplish
His work that week!

Spark Conference
Saturday, August 6th
8am—3pm @ Second Baptist Church

Wonderful Giving Quarter: God was at work
through your giving this last quarter. We finished
the quarter with one of the greatest surpluses in
over 3 years. Added to that, we gave more to
Appalachian Backpacks than ever before (over
$5000) and fed more school kids than ever before (close to 800 bags in April & May). God is at
work and we praise Him for the sacrificial giving
of His people.

August 26-27, 2022
Hebron Baptist Church
Dacula, GA (Atlanta)

