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Colloquī is a Deacon’s Corner 

weekly journal. Its mission and 

purpose: to encourage serious 

discussion, to promote reasoned 

debate, and to provide serious 

content for those who hope to 

find their own pathway to God.  

Each week Colloquī will contain 

articles on theology, philoso-

phy, faith, religion, Catholicism, 

and much more.  

Be forewarned! Articles may 

and often will contain fuel for 

controversy, but always with 

the express intent to seek the 

Truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth, so help us 

God. 

In Loco Parentis 
Dreams among the nightmares 

F 
or Catholic parents facing the 

prospect of a child leaving the 

nest and flying off to college 

this fall this is often a time of 

anxiousness and not an insignificant 

amount of fear. Your progeny has been 

under your care and 

guidance for his or her 

entire life. You have 

given them life, nur-

tured them, worried 

over them, encouraged 

them, fed, clothed, and 

sheltered them and now 

you come to the sudden 

uncomfortable realiza-

tion that they will soon 

be on their own. Out of 

sight but definitely not out of mind.     

All parents have great hopes, 

dreams and aspirations for their chil-

dren; it is natural, of course. For parents, 

they envision their child studiously ap-

plying his or her self to their studies, to 

achieving great things, even saving the 

world one day; the child sees adventures 

awaiting without the looming presence 

of parents constantly saying “no.” 

Youth and experience are seldom 

classmates although youth will without a 

doubt encounter many experiences 

throughout their collegiate life. But it is 

the kind of experiences which they will 

encounter—good or bad, moral or im-

moral, right or wrong—that keeps most 

parents up at night. 

P 
arents know—

too often from 

personal experi-

ence—that the campus 

culture has been and 

continues to be increas-

ingly predatory and at 

times radically violent 

and morally destructive. 

For youth raised in an 

environment where val-

ues and beliefs have been carefully and 

conscientiously taught, college campuses 

are fraught with danger for the unwary 

and naive. Too many campuses have 

become the wellsprings of radical 

“antithought,”1 places where faith, moral-

ity and God are vehemently assailed as 

antithetical to the anti-Creedal, anti-God, 

anti-faith manifestos of the unruly horde.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4    
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The Yoke Of Christ 
The lightness of sharing 

W 
hat is it that repels 

us so when we hear 

“Come to me, all you 

who labor and are 

burdened and I will give you rest” fol-

lowed immediately by “Take my yoke 

upon you?” How, we ask, are we to 

find rest by adding more to our al-

ready overloaded plate?  

In Chapter II of Louis Carroll’s 

Through the Looking Glass, Alice 

finds herself in a race going, well, 

quite literally, nowhere. It is a les-

son perfectly suited for today’s 

Gospel.  

“Alice never could quite make 

out, in thinking it over afterwards, 

how it was that they began: all she 

remembers is, that they were running 

hand in hand, and the Queen went so 

fast that it was all she could do to keep 

up with her: and still the Queen kept 

crying `Faster! Faster!' but Alice felt 

she could not go faster, thought she 

had not breath left to say so. 

 The most curious part was: however 

fast they went, they never seemed to pass 

anything. Just as Alice was getting quite 

exhausted, they stopped, and she found 

herself sitting on the ground, breathless 

and giddy.  The Queen propped her up 

against a tree, and said kindly, `You may 

rest a little now.'  Alice looked round her 

in great surprise. `Why, I do believe we've 

been under this tree the whole time! Eve-

rything's just as it was!' 

 `Of course it is,' said the Queen, 

`what would you have it?'  

 `Well, in our country,' said Alice, 

still panting a little, `you'd generally get 

to somewhere else -- if you ran very fast 

for a long time, as we've been doing.'  

 `A slow sort of country!' said the 

Queen. `Now, here, you see, it takes all the 

running you can do, to keep in the same 

place. If you want to get somewhere else, 

you must run at least twice as fast as 

that!'“ 

T 
hink for a moment of your 

own life. Busy? Every moment 

of every day filled with activi-

ties, things to do and places to go. Seri-

ously, think about it. How many of us 

are like Alice; no matter how fast we 

run or how hard we try, at the end of 

the day we find ourselves right back 

where we began that morning and the 

day before and the day before and the 

day before and the day before that 

one.  There is a reason it’s called a rat 

race, don’t you know. We are literally 

getting nowhere and wearing our-

selves out in the process! 

S 
o precisely how does Alice and 

rat races explain Jesus’ request 

to take up his yoke? Our incli-

nation, the most immediate thought 

which crosses our minds is that taking 

up his yoke will only “add to our bur-

den,” it certainly won’t lighten it. But, 

is that true or just our own personal 

bias skewing our thoughts to think 

that way? 

  Let us step back and consider 

what exactly is a yoke. A yoke is a 

wooden bar which unites two ani-

mals enabling them to work to-

gether in harmony. Such an appa-

ratus is rarely seen these days but 

one example which most everyone 

has seen is the team of Clydesdale 

horses which pull the large wagon 

for Budweiser. Harnessed together 

by a series of yokes and connecting 

wooden bars, the team can pull 

that large heavy wagon with little 

effort. Hitch a single horse to the 

wagon and that horse’s burden 

becomes almost unmanageable, 

the equivalent of running as fast as 

one can and getting nowhere 

fast—or slow for that matter.  

When Jesus speaks of taking up 

his yoke, he isn’t asking us to take it 

up on our own. He isn’t telling us to 

add his burden to ours. He isn’t urging 

us to run faster or work harder. Ra-

ther, he is offering to help carry our 

burdens, to lighten our load, to ease 

our pain and tiredness. He is inviting 

us to let him share our burdens in har-

mony with him.  

Of course, when we take up his 

yoke, when we work so closely with 

Jesus, we will find ourselves restricted 

  CONTINUED ON PAGE 3  
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in our individual freedom. We may 

have to change our lifestyle, our think-

ing or even our focus. In a culture 

where freedom means free to do any-

thing and everything one desires, this 

can be stultifying and extremely diffi-

cult to accept.  

A 
nd yes, Jesus knows re-

strictions can be perceived 

as an added burden, but, 

unlike those who labor by themselves 

and find themselves overburdened,  

when we share the yoke with Jesus, 

when we work in tandem with him, 

the burden is light.   

Here is the question each of us 

must ask and answer—can I accept 

being so close to Jesus that I am will-

ing to walk in step with him, aligning 

my every move to his, moving in 

whatever direction he chooses? 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am meek and humble of 

heart.” I personally have never envi-

sioned Jesus as meek. Humble, yes, 

but meek, never. Meek just doesn’t fit 

the man whipping his way through 

the temple money-changers or calling 

out the Pharisees as hypocrites. Jesus 

wasn’t self-effacing, timid, quiet, shy, 

or passive.  

We can find a clue in the first read-

ing, where we read, “See, your king 

shall come to you; a just savior is he, 

meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, the 

foal of an ass. He shall banish the chariot 

from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusa-

lem; the warrior's bow shall be banished, 

and he shall proclaim peace to the na-

tions.” No chariots, no warrior’s bow, 

along with the horse he will banish 

them. He will ride a donkey and pro-

claim peace not war.  

Recently, I attended a baseball 

game. At some point between innings, 

the announcer asked all who were cur-

rently serving and those who had 

served in the military to stand and be 

recognized for their service to their 

country. The word hero was used in 

acknowledging those who had served.  

As a veteran, I found myself reluc-

tant to stand, to be thought of as a he-

ro. I was not alone in how I felt. Some 

who stood might well have been due 

that great honor; most however, I be-

lieve, stood begrudgingly, not wishing 

to bring dishonor to those who were 

true heroes. We had served not for 

glory but it was our duty.  

If you had asked, most would 

have insisted they did what anyone 

else would have done. You will find, 

among those who have served, most to 

be meek and humble of heart; reluc-

tant to be recognized for doing what 

they were merely asked to do. Like so 

many, when one World War II veteran 

was called a hero for surviving against 

impossible odds, he quietly dismissed 

the praise by saying, “They gave me 

three medals. What for?”  

J esus was no wallflower. But he is 

the Savior of the world and by any 

and all measures a bonafide hero. 

He rightly earned his heroic legend by 

doing what he was called to do. He 

suffered and was put to death not by 

his will but by the will of the One who 

sent him.  

Jesus wants us to lay down our 

burdens, to give them over to him, to 

rely on him so we can find rest.  

T 
hroughout our lives, most of 

us have been running alone, 

carrying burdens because we 

felt we “had to.” “If I don’t, who will?” “I 

simply can’t depend on anyone else to get 

things done.” If we are honest with our-

selves, we have all said something 

similar sometime during our life. Bur-

dens. Often we are unaware of how 

many burdens we carry, until, like the 

proverbial needle that breaks the cam-

el’s back, we collapse from the shear 

weight of them all.  

Jesus asks each of us to come to 

him and find rest for he is meek and 

humble of heart. Come to him and he 

will ease your burdens, he will bear 

your pain, he will give you rest, he 

will bring you peace.   

It seems counterintuitive, doesn’t 

it? Lay down your burdens and take 

on his yoke and his burden, which he 

assures you are easy and light, and 

somehow find peace and rest. But… 

that…is…precisely…how...it...works!  

It is only when we are weary 

enough, frustrated enough, empty 

enough, that we will hear, truly hear 

what Jesus has been saying all along: 

“Come to me all you who labor and are 

burdened and I will give you rest.” 

Taking on the yoke of Christ 

doesn’t remove the pain or the bur-

dens, but it does allow him to share in 

the carrying and he will lighten the 

load. 

Amen.  

Homily  for the 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

Zechariah 9:9-10 
Romans 8:9, 11-13 
Matthew 11:25-30 
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W 
ho knows what evil lurks 

in the hearts of men? Par-

ents know. Parents  al-

ways know, for they 

have experienced it. 

Whether college-educated or edu-

cated by the school of hard knocks, 

every parent has confronted difficul-

ties, experienced hard-times, lived 

through adversity, and known success 

and failure. They know what their 

children have yet to learn and they 

wish, more than anything else, they 

would not have to suffer the same.  

So, what is there to do? How can 

parents and their children prepare for 

the onslaught of new, often unwel-

come ideas and unsavory ideologies 

they will encounter during their years 

in academe? Where can Catholic stu-

dents and their parents find an anchor 

and a safe harbor to weather the inevi-

table storm that will arrive with the 

first day of class? What are some of the 

things to consider when choosing a 

college or university?  

Choosing where to attend is gener-

ally the first decision to be made, yet, 

too often without considering much 

beyond the financial costs and the aca-

demic reputation within the student’s 

anticipated major field of study. This is 

especially true for students planning a 

career in the sciences, engineering, or 

technology fields; students seeking 

liberal arts degrees have a broader se-

lection which leaves financial costs of 

primary concern. 

There are plenty of colleges and 

universities from which to choose. 

Numbers may vary a little, but not 

enough to matter: according to one 

source there are 629 public and 1,845 

private 4-year institutions located in 

the United States. That’s nearly 2,500 4

-year schools from which to choose. 

There are, in addition, 1,070 public and 

596 private 2-year institutions. So, all 

total there are 4,140 institutions where 

a student can attend. And yes, not all 

of them are “Ivy League” or “Elite” 

names. So what!  

If the purpose of attending is to 

obtain a good education, forget the 

“name.” Look for a school with a great 

long-standing reputation for quality 

academics. Often, those schools will be 

smaller, with specific, targeted empha-

ses rather than a broad array of disci-

plines and a multitude of studies 

offered. Many will be private, but that 

does not necessarily mean more or less 

expensive.  

Let’s face reality square in the face: 

college is expensive; whether public or 

private, any undergraduate education 

will be financially difficult and painful. 

So, set aside the financial argument for 

the moment and focus on what each 

school offers, education-wise. Do some 

serious comparison shopping. Dig 

deep, ask tough questions, demand 

good answers.  

H 
ere is something to think 

about: My oldest grandson 

graduated with a degree in 

Computer Science from tiny private 

Westminster College, located in Ful-

ton, Missouri, far away from much of 

anything. At his graduation, there 

were graduates from around the globe, 

from China, India, Europe, Africa, 

South America, Canada, along with a 

good number from different states 

across the country. Before he received 

his diploma, my grandson had a good, 

well-paying job as did many of his 

fellow graduates. 

W 
estminster (and here I am 

not advocating for the 

college, although it is, in 

my opinion a very fine institution) was 

established in 1851 by a Presbyterian 

minister. As of the fall of 2016, it had 

an academic staff of 67 and 940 under-

graduate students.  

It is home to the Church of St. 

Mary, Aldermanbury, designed by Sir 

Christopher Wren in 1667, destroyed 

and later rebuilt on the campus to 

commemorate Sir Winston Churchill, 

who made his famous “Iron Curtain” 

speech at the college gymnasium in 

1946. Mikhail Gorbachev gave a 

speech there in 1992, declaring the end 

of the Cold War. Remnants of the Ber-

lin Wall are placed outside the Church 

as a reminder of that time in our histo-

ry. 

What you will not find at West-

minster are “safe zones,” “trigger warn-

ings,” student protests against speak-

ers with whom they might disagree, or 

other such unpleasant and unfortunate 

altercations as are frequent on larger, 

well-known campuses such as UC 

Berkeley or Harvard or Yale. 

Here is another: John Paul the 

Great Catholic University, located in 

Escondido, CA. First established in 

2003, it currently has 200 undergradu-

ates and 100 postgraduates in attend-

ance. It offers undergraduate degrees 

in Communications Media and Busi-

ness, a MBA with a concentration in 

Film Producing and a MA in Biblical 

Theology. It emphasizes its loyalty to 

the Catholic Church, and lists 

“impacting the culture for Christ” as one 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5  
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of its main goals. It was named one of 

North America’s “21 Catholic colleges 

and universities which most faithfully live 

their Catholic identity” by the Cardinal 

Newman Society and has consistently 

been listed in the Newman Society’s 

“Guide to Choosing a Catholic College.” 

A brief disclaimer: I have been 

attending JP Catholic and can person-

ally attest to the Christ-centered focus 

of the school. Every class begins with a 

prayer. Every class. I also have a more 

personal relationship with the school 

in that a cousin was a founding mem-

ber of the Board of Trustees for JP 

Catholic.  

W 
hether one chooses a 

public or private, large or 

small, religious or secular 

school, the decision should always be 

made on the specific educational op-

portunities available for the student. It 

is going to be expensive, no matter 

which school you choose, so choose 

the one with the best academic pro-

gram, then, and only then, look at the 

financial situation.  

But before you decide, there is one 

more, very important step you should 

take. Depending on the size and loca-

tion of the school, there may or may 

not be a Newman Center on campus. 

many college campuses have a New-

man Center located on or near the 

campus where Catholic students can 

meet other Catholics, attend Mass, and 

find support for their faith. If the cam-

pus doesn’t have a Newman Center 

near by, look for and visit the nearest 

Catholic Church. Talk to the pastor. 

Find out what student activities are 

available for those attending the local 

college.  

 

A 
nother place Catholic col-

lege students (and their par-

ents) should investigate is 

The Cardinal Newman Society (the 

link can be found in the footnotes)2. Its 

mission is to promote and defend 

faithful Catholic education. It has a 

wealth of information on a wide-

variety  of topics pertaining to Catholic 

college education.  

An article by Dr. Derry Connolly, 

President of John Paul the Great Cath-

olic University offers valuable insights 

for parents and student. I highly en-

courage reading Doctor Connolly’s 

article: Why We Prohibit Opposite-Sex 

Visitation in Student Housing.3 Here is a 

brief excerpt:   

“The college experience will embed a 

set of core values that many will adopt for 

the rest of their lives. Often college gradu-

ates embrace a new set of ethics that can be 

very much at odds with those of their par-

ents. ...Those who choose JPCatholic or 

other … do it for a singularly important 

reason: the preservation of values that they 

consider the pearl of great price 

(Matthew 13:46). 

    

1. As Kevin D. Williamson wrote in an article for 
National Review, March 24, 2014, “George 
Orwell gave us some invaluable words: New-
speak, doublethink, thoughtcrime. Given the 
generosity of his gift to us, it is probably un-
grateful to desire that had given us a little 
more, but we could use a term for what he 
described as the use of ’language as an instru-
ment for concealing or preventing thought.’ For 
lack of a genuine Orwellian coinage, I’ll use the 
word ’antithought,’ by which I mean a phrase 
or expression that is intended to prevent under-
standing rather than to enable it. Antithought 
includes elements of the linguistic meme, ques-
tion-begging, and attempts to change the sub-
ject.” The full article can be found at http://
nationalreview.com/article/374060/
antithought-kevin-d-williamson/. It is a worthy 
read.  

2. https://cardinalnewmansociety.org. 
3. https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/why-we-

prohibit-opposite-sex-visitation-in-student-
housing.  

Deacon’s Diner 
Food for a restless mind 

F 
or those restless minds 

that hunger and thirst for 

more. Each week  this 

space will offer a menu of 

interesting and provocative titles, 

written by Catholic authors, in 

addition to those referenced in the 

articles, for you to feed your restless 

mind.  

BOOKS 

On Conscience 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 

Ignatius Press 

2007, 82 pages. 

How the West Really Lost God 

Mary Eberstadt 

Templeton Press 

June 9, 2012, 268 pages. 

Strangers in a Strange Land 

Charles J. Chaput 

Henry Holt and Co.  

February 21, 2017, 288 pages. 

  

PERIODICALS 

First Things  
Institute on Religion and Public Life 

Editor: R. R. Reno 

Ten Issues per year. 

www.firstthings.com 

Touchstone  
A Journal of Mere Christianity 

Editor: James M. Kushiner 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.touchstonemag.com 

Catholic Answers Magazine 

Share the Faith, Defend the Faith 

Editor: Tim Ryland 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.catholic.com 



6 

 

Sound of Silence 
Extreme Epidermal Translucency 

T 
wo years ago, I retreated 

from the world for a week 

of silent reflection. It was 

perhaps one of the most 

excellent adventures I have ever 

undertaken. I keep thinking I 

should do it again; I am not quite 

certain why I haven’t—inertia, I 

suppose.  

I cannot now recall precisely 

what muse caused me to wake on 

day six with such a sarcastic wit 

about me, but it matters little in 

the retelling of it. Quite unfortu-

nate as it was then, the subject of 

my discourse (translation: Epider-

mal Translucency : Thin Skin) re-

mains as relevant today—perhaps 

even more so—than it was two 

years ago.    

E 
xtreme Epidermal Translu-

cency, infrequently diag-

nosed prior to a mere dec-

ade or two ago, has quite 

virulently infected, or so it would ap-

pear, the preponderance of the popula-

tion and at the current rapid rate of 

infection threatens to become a global 

pandemic so pervasive and wide-

spread that within virtually no time at 

all is expected to claim more victims 

than that of the Black Plague, the Third 

Pandemic, the Plague of Justinian, the 

Great Plague of London, the American 

Plagues of the 16th Century, the Great 

Plague of Milan, the Plague of Athens, 

the Antonine Plague, the Great Plague 

of Marseille, and the Moscow Plague 

combined, so reported the Interna-

tional Office Blaming Just Every 

Cottonpicking Thing (IOBJECT) in to-

day’s totally expected, completely un-

documented and really unimportant 

pre-shredded report.  

A 
 nondescript, completely 

forgettable, inoffensive, ge-

neric spokesperson reported 

that everyone should be assured that 

absolutely no one had actually written 

a single word in the report and thus it 

was estimated that at a minimum four 

trillion trees had been saved in the 

process of compiling the report which 

the spokesperson insisted had been 

read by no one at all, thus preventing 

further outbreaks of Extreme Epider-

mal Translucency or EET, just in case 

you had difficulty properly enunciat-

ing more than two syllables.   

The nondescript, completely for-

gettable, inoffensive, generic spokes-

person went on to report that symp-

toms for EET were typically Facial 

Redness & Extreme Temper (FRET,) 

immediately followed by Brash Angry 

Raving Fury (BARF,) Complete Lapse 

Of Decorum (CLOD,) and Frequent 

Outbursts Of Lunacy (FOOL.)  

T 
he IOBJECT spokesperson 

refused to respond to any 

questions, provided no 

further information, either written 

or verbal, and failed to produce 

any of the purported four trillion 

pages of exhaustive documenta-

tion supporting these alarming 

claims which the IOBJECT spokes-

person assured the lone reporter 

present at the unscheduled and 

unannounced news conference 

never existed as it would have 

been a complete waste of time and 

a abhorrent misuse of rapidly de-

pleting resources to collect, collate, 

staple, slice, dice, and then wad 

into giant paper wads.  

As completely expected, immedi-

ately upon release of the report an 

equally nondescript, completely for-

gettable, inoffensive, generic spokes-

person for Universal Society of Total 

Idiots Counting Kooties (USTINK) coun-

tered by saying that USTINK objected 

to IOBJECT’s report calling it a total 

fabrication and misrepresentation of 

the facts not in evidence which no one 

had a clue if there were in fact any 

facts at all and that attorneys for 

USTINK would be asking the court to 

issue an immediate injunction effec-

tively barring IOBJECT from continu-

ing to claim that they had single-

handedly saved the lives of six-

quadrillion tree toads. When last seen, 

both nondescript, completely forgetta- 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7  
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ble, inoffensive, generic spokespersons 

were observed sticking their tongues 

out at each other and uttering nah nah 

nah nah USTINK! IOBJECT! No 

USTINK! No IOBJECT! 

P 
ublic reaction to this totally 

expected turn of events was as 

expected. Those who objected 

to IOBJECT were completely and 

utterly pessimistic. As one IOBJECTor 

noted, “I’ve been sick of these zombies for 

years and do you think they care? Their 

report ain’t worth the paper it’s written 

on, that is if they had actually written any-

thing!” Another person who appeared 

to have one of the worst cases of Ex-

treme Epidermal Translucency this 

reporter has ever encountered literally 

disappeared in an extreme fit of viru-

lent apoplexy. It was as if suddenly 

there was an extremely loud noise 

coming from absolutely no visible 

source, accompanied by a rather mali-

cious odor. It was truly amazing and 

quite perplexing.   

Public reaction from the other side 

of the road was extremely objectiona-

ble. One witness stated that it was ab-

solutely odoriferous what USTINK 

was saying about IOBJECT’s spurious 

report. “Look, every time a new unfound-

ed, fallacious report appears, those 

USTINKers throw their slime and make 

up insanely accurate claims against 

IOBJECT. I mean let’s face it, nobody can 

get away with even a little bald faced pre-

varication or two anymore. Like where’s 

the harm in that? I think all those 

USTINKers are bigots and…dude they’re 

ugly and stinky? Somebody needs to go 

soak their head for darn sake!”  

************** 

Disclaimer: Anyone who believes 

they have been harmed, flamed, in-

flamed, disrespected, insulted, slan-

dered, libeled, judged, misjudged, 

characterized, denigrated, slighted, 

victimized, put-down, slammed, mis-

treated, maltreated, injured, scarred, 

ignored, deplored, floored, dissed, 

bothered, upended, beaten, sneered, 

ogled, leered, snarled, gnarled, bitten, 

slapped, hit, belittled, or burned…

please, I say this in the most genteel, 

kindest way possible, really: have a 

nice day.  

What you think of me is none of 

my business so let’s keep it that way. 

Help stamp out Extreme Epidermal 

Translucency before it spreads any 

further. All we have to do is show a 

little love. That’s all. Really, pinky 

swear!  

It takes little imagination to imag-

ine the sad truth of it. Two years ago, 

the language, in retrospection, was 

mild and tame compared to what has 

since become our new national lexicon.  

T 
he national temperature has 

risen from low simmer to vol-

canic, which leads one to 

wonder why no one has spoken out on 

this so blatantly obvious human cause 

of global warming. With all the vitriol-

ic name-calling and super-heated rhet-

oric, most notably during the recent 

political campaign season—now 

thankfully concluded—but, even more 

so, or so it would now appear, since 

the inauguration, one can only wonder 

how thin our skin can become before it 

completely vaporizes into thin air. 

W 
hat is most disheartening 

is there seems to be no 

desire to turn the situa-

tion around, to quit pouring acid on 

open wounds, to come together to dis-

cuss (colloqui) issues with rationality, 

reasonableness and equanimity. Or as 

Rodney King so plaintively once 

quipped, “Can’t we all just get along?”  

We seem to be quite capable and 

willing to use words filled with vehe-

ment hatred, anger, bigotry, disgust, 

vileness, and enmity. Such words far 

too easily trip the tongue for they re-

quire no thought to scream.  

As Kevin Williamson remarks, 

“Understanding politics and policy is 

work, because thought is work. An-

tithought, on the other hand is easy, which 

is why such content-free phrases as … 

‘must have touched a nerve,’ and the like 

pass for insight, even wit.” 

George Orwell once noted that “If 

thought corrupts language, language can 

also corrupt thought. A bad usage can 

spread by tradition and imitation even 

among people who should and do know 

better.” That, it seems, is where we are 

and where we are now heading. Foul, 

bitter, gutter language has become the 

norm through constant repetition. 

Language that should offend the most 

hardened of souls garners neither re-

buke nor grimace.  

We have become numb to it. 

Words and actions which have hereto-

fore brought a measure of condemna-

tion are now the new normal. Worst of 

all, “god” has become a pejorative ad-

jective, used now merely to emphasize 

our anger and our bitterness. Will we 

ever learn to love again?  
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