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Surprise—One Got Out! 
Luke 24:1-12 

     I was reading this week about a pastor named Wayne 
Major. When Wayne was in high school, he and a friend 
would pull a great prank. One of them owned a car in which 
you could pull back the upper part of the back seat and 
slide into the trunk. That gave them the idea for this prank. 
One of them would hide in the trunk while the other would 
drive the car and pick up one of their other friends. The two 
guys in the front would get involved in a deep conversation. 
Meanwhile the one hiding in the trunk would remove the 
upper part of the back seat and sneak out and take a place 
in the back seat as if he had been there all the time. Then 
he would suddenly join in the conversation. “Surprise!” 
     Wayne had all kinds of stories of the various startled 
reactions that they got with this stunt. 
     I like surprises, don’t you? If I had to choose one word 
to characterize the reaction of Jesus’ followers that first 
Easter Sunday, it would be “Surprise!”. But maybe we 
shouldn’t be surprised at that. After all, it is the most as-
tounding event in human history. 
     A Baptist church in Bangladesh was showing a film 
about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus to an audi-
ence filled with people who had never heard the gospel 
before. Little children sat in front and in the aisles. The 
adults stood in the back. As the story of Jesus’ crucifixion 
unfolded and Jesus’ broken body was laid in the tomb, 
there were tears and audible gasps. As the affected audi-
ence watched, one young boy suddenly spoke up, “Don’t 
be afraid,” the little boy said, “He gets up again! I saw it 
before.” (1) 
     Can you imagine being exposed to the Gospel for the 
first time and watching the crucifixion scene being reen-
acted? And then through the power of the motion picture to 
witness his resurrection? Surprise! He who was dead is 
now alive. Pastor Phil Callaway tells of driving his five-year-
old son past a local cemetery. Of course, five-year-olds 
sometimes have an interesting perspective on things. No-
ticing a large pile of dirt beside a newly excavated grave, 
the boy pointed and said: “Look, Dad, one got out!” 
          Calloway laughed at the time. But, he writes, 
“….every time I pass a graveyard, I’m reminded of the One  

 
 

 

who got out.” (2) Surprise!   
Lets consider for a few moments some  
of the surprising elements of Easter: 

 
1. The resurrection marks the moment  

when life overcame death. 
2. The resurrection also marks the moment 

when hope overcame grief. 
3. The resurrection marks the moment 

when we have to make a decision. 
 

     As we continue to celebrate Easter for seven weeks, 
we will also be gearing up for a busy month of May. We 
will recognize our graduates on May 5. Preparations will 
continue to be made to celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
Salemsborg on May 26 and 27. It is with great joy that we 
make plans to celebrate baptisms throughout the months 
of May and June as well as welcome new members. We 
also have an opportunity to hear Bishop Eaton speak at 
the Baccalaureate Service on May 19 at Bethany College. 
Worship for the Salemsborg/Falun Parish that week will be 
held on Saturday evening, May 18, at 7:00pm at Falun. 
This will make it possible for those who want to attend the 
Baccalaureate to be able to do so. There will be no Sun-
day services on May 19 at either church. I certainly en-
courage you to take advantage of this opportunity. 
     May the fifty days of Easter fill you with the joy of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

Remember we are the church, 
Pastor Bill and Judy 

 
Leaders for Jr. High Youth 

     Wanted for the 2019-2020 school year: Jr. High Lead-
ers. Please contact Angela or Teri if you are interested.   
 
 

Parish Mission/Vision.   
Outreach is the broad focus with specific  
emphasis on Camp Tomah Shinga,  
Bethany College, Young Adults and  
following up with our visitors.      
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Parish Women’s News 
 
 

 
Falun Lutheran Women 

     Falun Lutheran Women will hold their Salad Supper at 
Bethany Home on Wednesday, May 1st. 
     Falun Senior Citizens will meet Tuesday May 14, 2019 
at 1:00pm at the church. 

Women of Salemsborg 

     Esther Group has no meeting in May. 150th events 
     Lydia Tabitha Group meets Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 
2:00pm at the Fellowship Center. All are hostesses. 
     Bethany Home Auxiliary meets May 20th at 2:45pm. 

Hope Sunday 
     Women of Salemsborg will hold “Hope Sunday” on 
May 12, 2019 during coffee time in the basement. Our 
Women's Organizations will purchase the teas Amanda 
Otto needs for her Wellness Totes for cancer patients. We 
will bundle tea bags and greeting cards for her and appre-
ciate any help we can get to do this project. So if you're 
waiting for children attending Sunday school or whatever, 
we could use your help. Thank you so much for supporting 
our Women’s ministry project . 

Care Packages for Our Troops 
.     As Memorial Day (or Veteran’s Day) approaches we 
would like to promote and remind you of our Care Pack-
ages for Our Troops by donating items requested by 
Rick Saunders this Sunday, May 27th. This is an ongoing 
ministry project for our church and the supplies go to our 
local men and women in the service. Thank you so much 
for giving items for our local troops. 
     Lists for items needed for Hope Sunday and the Troop 
Care Packages are located at the back of the newsletter.  

 
Baptism and New Members at Salemsborg 

      We welcome as new members to our Parish, Garrett 
& Mallory Zweygardt, and their son Asher John. Asher 
was baptized here at Salemsborg March 30, 2019. His 
sponsors were Stephanie Eldridge and Brian Martin. We 
look forward to worshiping with you and sharing the joy of 
Jesus. God’s blessings to all. 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
     Congratulations to these youth who affirmed their bap-
tism on Sunday, March 31, 2019: Aspen Chaney, Alexan-
dra Coykendall, Alison Coykendall, Amelia Coykendall, 
Lauren Dolezal, Campbell Gaskill, Sean Govier-Smith, 
Michael Hawk, Trevor Jones, Madison Oakes, Karson 
Pihl, Jacob Schartz, and Trystan Stambaugh. We pray 
God’s blessings for all these youth!  
 
 
 

 
 

Outreach Committee     
REMEMBER THIS???  Falun Salemsborg Mission/Vision: 
Outreach is the broad focus with specific emphasis on 
Camp Tomah Shinga, Bethany College, young adults and 
following up with our visitors. 
But We Need Your Help!!!  Outreach committee needs 
the names and addresses of young adults - especially 
anyone in the military or attending Bethany College or any 
college or trade school.  We would also like to collect the 
names of those who are in their first job.  Do you have a 
neighbor or know of someone shut-in?  We have an en-
thusiastic committee and we want to expand our outreach 
goals beyond our parish mission/vision.  You can contact 
our committee at fslpoutreach@gmail.com  Or you can 
contact any of our current committee:  Derek Pihl, Kris 
Erickson, Rex or Mona Tjaden, Tricia Hartshorn, Lisa 
Newman, Marlysue Holmquist.  ALL parish members are 
always welcome.   

Salemsborg Farm Ground 
     The cash rent lease agreement for the Salems-
borg Church farm ground on Burma Road (113 
acres) will be renewed this coming July for a term of 
six years. This farm ground lease is available to 
members of Salemsborg Lutheran Church only. 
Please see Joel Wimer or Nita Kay Carlson for a bid 
sheet and sample contract. The deadline to submit 
bids is Sunday, May 12, 2019. 
 

Camp Tomah Shinga 2019 
     It’s time to make plans to attend Camp Tomah Shinga 
this summer. If you have completed first---twelfth grades, 
there is a camp for you!  Kids will explore their faith as well 
as camp out around a fire, swim, do high and low ropes, 
explore the beautiful land, and build lasting friendships. 
    Registration and other information is online at 
tomahshinga.com.  Kids from Salemsborg/Falun are al-
ready approved for the early bird discount and need to get 
their $100 deposit to either Karla Pihl at Salemsborg or 
Bernie Dauer at Falun.  The church will pay the remaining 
cost of registration. 
     Please note that our confirmation students have been 
preapproved for Week 4 which is June 23-28. 
 It is our hope that we will have many campers having 
fun as they grow in their faith this summer at Camp 
Tomah Shinga! 

First Communion  
     First Communion class was held at Salemsborg on 
April 13, 2019 at 10:00-12:00.  As part of the class, they 
made communion bread for their first communion day on 
April 14, 2019. 

 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Bill Peterson can be contacted at  785 366-6448.   



Parish Vacation Bible School 
     Volunteers are needed to coordinate and help with our 
Parish Vacation Bible School. If you are interested in help-
ing with this important event, please let us know. 
 

Salemsborg YouTube Site 
     If you can’t make it to worship, you can watch live (or 
later) on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
SalemsborgLutheran 
 

Many Thanks 
     Many Thanks to Judy Peterson and Becky Pihl for 
their piano/organ duet during prelude as well as the Con-
firmand’s String group  for presenting the special music on 
Confirmation Sunday. 
     A HUGE THANKS to everyone who helped make the 
Falun Pancake & Sloppy Joe Supper a success.  The 
funds will help with Camp Tomah Shinga pro-
jects.  Thrivent Financial provided seed money towards 
supplies and promotional expenses  
          Special thanks to Tom Holmquist for leading wor-
ship today. Thanks as well to the choir for special music 
with a solo by Morgan Roets and Debbie Johnson and 
Jerrine Oleen for the Children’s Sermon. 

Elevator at Salemsborg 
     Please be sure to shut BOTH the sliding accordion 
doors and the regular wooden door when exiting the ele-
vator. If the doors are not shut, the elevator will not oper-
ate.                       

Food Bank Sunday 
     Food Bank Sunday is the 1st Sunday of each month.   
Small boxes of biscuit mix is needed for the month of 
May, however, any item you wish to donate will be greatly 
appreciated. Paper products, flour and small clean con-
tainers are always needed. A box is located next to the 
front door of the church for your convenience. 
 

Care Packages for Our Troops 
    The Care Packages for Our Troops program is an ongoing 
ministry. If you have questions you can contact Rick Saunders 
a t  7 8 5 - 8 2 2 - 2 3 4 6  o r  e m a i l  h i m  a t 
rick.saunders.1959@gmail.com. Items suggested are located 
on the donation box by the front door of the church. Thanks to 
all  who have already  donated items for this wonderful cause 
 
The deadline for info needed in the June 2019 

Newsletter is  Monday, May 20th. 
 

Falun Lutheran Mission Statement 
“As children of God, we strive to love, care for,  

and  inspire one another as we extend  
the grace of Christ to all.” 

 
 
 

       Those who would like to send a donation directly to 
the Synod may do so by mailing it to: Central States 
Synod E.L.C.A;  136 Main St., Kansas City, MO 64105 

     If you are interested in using the Salemsborg 
Church or the Fellowship Center for any reason, 
please contact Nita Kay Carlson. She can be reached 
at  nitakaycarlson@gmail.com, or on her cell at 785-
227-5363.    
     Contact Donna Swanson with information for the 
bulletin or newsletter at :  785-668-2600 (home) or 
email her at donlee@hometelco.net.  You can call or 
text her cell at: 785-452-1279.   
 

Please contact Tricia Hartshorn or  Donna  
Swanson if there are names that can be  

removed from our prayer list. Contact them 
 as well if you would like to add someone.  

We remember in prayer those who have been 
brought to our attention: The Parish Call Commit-
tee; The family and friends of Jeremy Watkins; The 
family and friends of Ilene Cooper; Nancy Ander-
son, stroke affecting her eyesight, receiving treat-
ment at SRHC, Room 476; Shirley Isin, Don and 
LeRoy Pihl’s cousin, recovering from surgery; 
Lloyd Norberg, hip fracture; Lucy Pihl, hip surgery; 
Robin Roets’ cousin, Erin Wick, stroke; Linda Tal-
bott, breast cancer; we also pray for all members of 
the armed services and law enforcement officers 
around the world as well as all Christians who are 
facing persecution; All our friends at Bethany Home 
and the cottages as well as those at Riverview in 
Marquette. Special prayers for the new Parish Mis-
sion/Vision focusing on Camp Tomah Shinga, Beth-
any College, Young adults and our visitors; We pray 
for peace, healing, strength and courage, that all will 
feel God's loving hands. We also pray for many un-
spoken requests.  If we have missed anyone who 
should have been listed, please let us know. 
 
 
At the beginning of  each month, the prayer list will be 
changed. If you have someone that you would like to 
place on the list, please let Donna or Pastor know.  We 
are doing this to make sure all the needs listed are 
current.  Some needs are continuous or immediately 
pressing and we do not want to miss the opportunity 
to pray for God’s help for all in need.  
 

Salemsborg Lutheran Mission Statement 
“We at Salemsborg have so benefited from the 
gifts of God’s love, peace, strength and  joy 
through Jesus, that we seek  to share these  
same gifts with others in grateful response!”  
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2019  Service  Times 

 
Salemsborg Lutheran 

9:00am—Worship Service 
10:00am—Coffee/Fellowship 
10:30am—Sunday School 

Falun Lutheran 
9:30am—Sunday School 

10:30am—Coffee/Fellowship 
11:00am—Worship Service 

“Let heaven and earth praise Him, the seas  
and everything that moves in them.” 

Psalm 69:3-4 


