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In the Light of His Glory 
 
     Dr. Les Parrott in his book Shoulda Coulda Wouda tells 
an old legend about three men. Each man carried two 
sacks- one sack in the front of his neck and the other sack 
resting on his back.   
When the first man was asked what was in his sacks, he 
said. “In the sack on my back are all good things friends 
and family have done for me.  In the front sack are all the 
bad things that have happened to me and all the mistakes 
I've made.  Every now and then I stop, open the front sack-
containing all the bad things that have happened to me-
take the things out, examine them, and think about them.”  
Because he stopped so much to concentrate on all the bad 
stuff in his life, his pace was slow and he made little pro-
gress.   
When the second man was asked about his sacks, he re-
plied in exactly an opposite way.  “In the front   
sack are all the good things that have happened to me,” he 
said.  “I like to see them, so quite often I take them out to 
show them off to people and reminisce.” 
“But what about the sack in the back?” he was asked.  He 
answered,” I keep all my mistakes, all of my regrets in there 
and I carry them all the time.  Sure they are heavy.  They 
slow me down, but you know, for some reason I can't put 
them down.” 
When the third man was asked about his sacks, he an-
swered in slightly different way.  Like the second man he 
answered, “ The sack in the front is where I keep all my 
blessings I've experienced-all the great things other people 
have done for me.  The weight isn't a problem.  In fact it 
keeps me moving forward.” 
But, as for the second sack, he answered, “The sack on my 
back is empty.  There's nothing in it, I cut a big hole in the 
bottom.  Then I put in all of my regrets and all my mistakes 
from my past in that sack.  They go in one end and out the 
other, so I'm not carrying around any extra weight at all.” 
     I believe this is a great story as we begin a New Year.  
The New Year is a great time to cut a hole in our own sack 
and let those hurts and regrets fall through so that we can 
 
 
 

focus on the good things that have happened in our lives. 
     This promises to be a great time for the folks in the 
Falun/Salemsborg parish as we move forward.  This year 
Salemsborg will celebrate 150 years of ministry.  It will be 
a time to reflect on the rich history of the congregation and 
heritage in this place on the prairie.  It is also a time to 
look to the future as you prepare to welcome a  new minis-
ter who will walk with you in these next years of ministry. 
And so we should all pray every day for the parish call 
committee and the discernment of the pastors that will 
look at the Parish profile in considering a call to this Par-
ish. 
     Above all in this time we need to remain faithful and 
diligent to our ministry and continue to be strong in our 
faith.   
     It is early Christmas morning  and I remembered I need 
to finish up a news letter article.  Once again I feel so 
humbled to celebrate  Christmas with all of you in the Par-
ish last night.  Thank you all for the gifts that we received 
from you all.  It is greatly appreciated!   
     Jesus, our light, has come and now we take that light 
into the world! 

Peace, 
Pastor Bill  

 
Reminder for 2019 

     On Sunday, January 6, 2019, the worship times for 
Falun and Salemsborg will change. Salemsborg will wor-
ship at 9:00am, Coffee/Fellowship at 10:00am, with Sun-
day School at 10:30am. 
     Falun Lutheran Worship will be held at 11:00am, with 
Sunday School at 9:30am and Coffee/Fellowship at 
10:30am. 
 

Parish Mission/Vision.   
Outreach is the broad focus with specific  

emphasis on Camp Tomah Shinga,  
Bethany College, Young Adults and  
following up with our visitors.      

 
In case of bad weather, be sure to check social 
media, emails and local radio and television  
stations for church event cancellations! 
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Parish Women’s News 
 
 

 
Falun Lutheran Women 

     On Sunday, January 6th, Christmas decorations will be 
taken down. 
    FLW Game Night will be held Wednesday, January 9th 
at 7:00pm. All bring snacks. A brief meeting will be held 
and Gwen Oleen will present devotions. 
     Falun Senior Citizens will meet at 12:00pm at the 
church on Tues, Jan 9th, for a soup lunch! ! 

Women of Salemsborg 

      Sewing Day will be held on Thursday, January 10th at 
9:30am. Potluck at noon with business at 12:30pm 
     Lydia Tabitha will meet January 24 at 2:00pm at the Fellow-
ship Center. Joyce Saum is the hostess. 
     Esther Group meets January 28th at 7:00pm. Hostess & 
Lesson is Melanie Ryding. 
     Bethany Home Auxiliary is Monday, January 28th at 2:45pm. 
     Program Booklets are completed and will be available 
Sunday, the 6th! Calendar Group #2 is in charge of coffee 
time. Altar Guild is Robin Roets and Marlysue Holmquist 
 

Annual Meetings for the Parish 
     Annual Meetings will take place at both congregations 
the first Sunday in February following shortened worship 
services. All active confirmed members can be and are 
expected to participate at the meetings. The deadline for 
information needed in the annual meeting booklets is Sun-
day, January 13th, 2019. 
 

Many Thanks 
     Thank you for the support you’ve shown over the past 
year. Your gifts of food, time, and money ensured another 
successful year of fulfilling our mission. 2018 was a busy 
year with many highlights. Some of them include: launch-
ing the Supplemental Food for Seniors program which 
provided 800 boxes of shelf stable food to qualifying senor 
citizens, Project Salina and National Association of Letter 
Carriers’ food drives, our Dinner in the Warehouse event, 
and securing a grant from the Dane G. Hansen Founda-
tion to purchase a box truck. On behalf of all of us at Sa-
lina Emergency Aid/Food Bank, and those we serve, we 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a New Year of 
Health and Happiness. Michael Chambers, Exec. Director 
     Dear Salemsborg; Thank you for buying my steer and 
supporting 4-H at the livestock auction. I’m planning to use 
the money for college funding. Sincerely, Marcus Kern. 
     Dear Salemsborg Lutheran; thank you for purchasing 
my steer at the livestock  premium auction at our county 
fair. My steer, August, had a Grand Champion carcuss on 
the carcuss contest! Thank you for everything you have 
done for me and other 4-H er’s. This support will help me  
 
 
 

pay for college. Sincerely Kelton Kern 
     Thank you so much to Salemsborg Church for my 
lovely birthday card. It means so much to me to be re-
membered.  Ivalee Kalb 
     A Huge Thank You for all the food you donated for the 
community Christmas Baskets! Many local families bene-
fited because your support is awesome!  

The Christmas Basket Committee 
     Thank you so much for the food, cards, flowers and 
most of all your prayers for my recovery. I’m doing much 
better. Fairlene Swanson. 
     Thank you so much for the lovely poinsettia. Have a 
Merry Christmas! Edna Kvacik 
     To the Falun Lutheran Women: Thank you for the 
plant and cookies you gave me. I will really enjoy them 
during these cold days of winter. Thank you for thinking of 
me.  Earl Dauer 

New Baby 
     Congratulations to Nic & Michelle Eppenbach on the 
birth of their daughter, Ada Lynn. She was born Oct. 22, 
2018 at 6:40pm. She weighed 6 lbs, 4oz. Proud grandpar-
ents are Mike & Teresa Pihl. God’s blessing for this happy 
family! 

     Save the Date! 
Parish directory photographs are scheduled. 

Photographs will be taken in the Fellowship Center. 
Falun members will be taken on February 26. 

Salemsborg members will be taken February 28-March 2. 
Sign up sheets will be put out closer to the date. 
If you have any questions, contact Lisa Newman. 

 
Church Pictures Needed  

     If you would like to share church pictures from 1990-
present to be included in the 150th anniversary book, 
please contact Stacy Cloyd or email them to 
stacy_detmer@yahoo.com with a description of the pic-
ture, the date and who is in the picture. 
 
     If you are interested in using the Salemsborg 
Church or the Fellowship Center for any reason, 
please contact Nita Kay Carlson. She can be 
reached at  nitakaycarlson@gmail.com, or on her 
cell at 785-227-5363.    
 
     Contact Donna Swanson with information for 
the bulletin or newsletter at :  785-668-2600 
(home) or email her at donlee@hometelco.net.  
You can call or text her cell at: 785-452-1279.   
 
The deadline for info needed in the February 

2019 Newsletter is  January 20th. 
 
 
 



 
Please contact Tricia Hartshorn or  Donna  
Swanson if there are names that can be  

removed from our prayer list. Contact them 
 as well if you would like to add someone.  

We remember in prayer those who have been brought 
to our attention: The Parish Call Committee; Ben 
Fulton, testing; All who are wrestling with loss or 
change during this holiday season; Rock Westfahl, 
Kathy Rishel’s brother in Texas, suffered a stroke; 
Ilene Cooper, low hemoglobin, in Wesley Medical 
Center; Debbie Smith’s brother Gene, hospitalized 
for sepsis and flesh eating bacteria; Eldon Tillberg’s 
brother-in-law, Darrell, surgery for esophageal can-
cer; we also pray for all members of the armed ser-
vices and law enforcement officers around the world 
as well as all Christians who are facing persecution; 
All our friends at Bethany Home and the cottages as 
well as those at Riverview in Marquette. Special 
prayers for the new Parish Mission/Vision focusing 
on Camp Tomah Shinga, Bethany College, Young 
adults and our visitors; We pray for peace, healing, 
strength and courage, that all will feel God's loving 
hands. We also pray for many unspoken requests.  If 
we have missed anyone who should have been 
listed, please let us know. 
 
     At the beginning of  each month, the prayer list will 
be changed. If you have someone that you would like 
to place on the list, please let Donna or Pastor know.  
We are doing this to make sure all the needs listed are 
current.  Some needs are continuous or immediately 
pressing and we do not want to miss the opportunity 
to pray for God’s help for all in need.  

Care Packages for Our Troops 
    The Care Packages for Our Troops program is an ongoing 
ministry. If you have questions you can contact Rick Saunders 
a t  7 8 5 - 8 2 2 - 2 3 4 6  o r  e m a i l  h i m  a t 
rick.saunders.1959@gmail.com. Items suggested are located 
on the donation box by the front door of the church. Thanks to 
all  who have already donated items for this wonderful cause. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Food Bank Sunday 
     Food Bank Sunday is the 1st Sunday of each month. 
Cold Cereals are needed for the month of January, how-
ever, any item you wish to donate will be greatly appreci-
ated. Paper products, flour and small clean containers 
are always needed. A box is located next to the front 
door of the church for your convenience.. 

Poinsettias 
*The Hay family in memory of David Joe Hay 

*Glenn & Gwen Oleen in honor of parents, Carroll & Marjorie Oleen, 
Virgil & Amy Anderson, and loved ones 

*John & Jennifer Tillman in honor of her brother, Marvin Miller,  
Harold L. Tillman, Harold A. (Artie) Tillman, John’s father & brother 

*Wendall & Mary Deane Peterson, Burdette Peterson 
Gilbert Carlson by Pr. Bill & Judy Peterson 
*Audrey Miller in memory of loved ones 

*Wayne & Nita Kay Carlson family in memory of loved ones 
*Ryding family in memory of Almeda & Amos Ryding 

*Warren & Debbie Johnson in memory of Dave Anderson 
*Brad & Blanca Mahoney in memory of Warren Dougherty 

*John Anderson in memory of Pat Anderson 
*Wimer Family in memory of loved ones 

*Fairlene Swanson, Gregg, Keli & Madison in memory of Myrl 
*Fairlene, Gregg, Keli & Madison in memory of loved ones 

*Leon & Donna Swanson in memory of Kari, Josh and loved ones 
*Wesley & family, Karissa & family in memory of Kari and Josh 

 
Salemsborg Lutheran Mission Statement 

“We at Salemsborg have so benefited from the 
gifts of God’s love, peace, strength and  joy 
through Jesus, that we seek  to share these  
same gifts with others in grateful response!”  
          Falun Lutheran Mission Statement 

“As children of God, we strive to love, care for,  
and  inspire one another as we extend  

the grace of Christ to all.” 
 

       Those who would like to send a donation directly to 
the Synod may do so by mailing it to: Central States 
Synod E.L.C.A;  136 Main St., Kansas City, MO 64105 
 

www.fslc.net          salemsborg@hometelco.net 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Bill Peterson can be contacted at  785 366-6448.   
Council Chairperson:     Doug Anderson                  kst8r@cox.net                     785-212-0371 
Parish Secretary:             Donna Swanson                donlee@hometelco.net           785-668-2600 
Calendar Events:             Nita Kay Carlson                nitakaycarlson@gmail.com      785-227-5363 
Security Issues:              Doug Anderson            kst8r@cox.net                  785-212-0371 
Custodian:                   Melanie Barnett             katebarnett32@yahoo.com       316-650-6501 
Worship & Music Committee Liaison:  

   Tom Holmquist                 tholmquist@smokyvalley.org      785-668-2420 
Caretaker/Property Committee: 
                              Rex Tjaden                      mona.tjaden@gmail.com           785-452-3070 
                              Gene Smith                      gene_debbiesmith@yahoo.com 785-822-4970  
Falun Council Chair           David Hay                                 davidahay@yahoo.com             785-577-1808  
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2019  Service  Times 

 
Salemsborg Lutheran 

9:00am—Worship Service 
10:00am—Coffee/Fellowship 
10:30am—Sunday School 

Falun Lutheran 
9:30am—Sunday School 

10:30am—Coffee/Fellowship 
11:00am—Worship Service 

“For a thousand years in your sight  
are like a day that has just gone by,  

or like a watch in the night.” 
Psalm 90:4 


