Anything but Ordinary, Continued…Week 1: The Crossing
Opening Prayer
Read Exodus 14:19-31
Questions: Who stands between the Israelites and the Egyptians? How did the Lord open the sea for the people? What does God do to help the Israelites as they cross? What happens after the Israelites are safely on the far side of the sea? How do the Israelites react to the miracle God did for them? 
(After the Passover, Pharaoh had finally relented and let the Israelites leave Egypt. However, he had a change of heart and decided to pursue the people. It seems Pharaoh wants the Israelites to come back to Egypt to continue serving them. After the people left, they came to an impassable sea. Scholars have debated over whether this is the Red Sea, the Reed Sea, or a different body of water. The Hebrew phrase here speaks of a Sea of Reeds, but you can see that in English the difference between reed and red is one letter. However, the important part of the event is what God did to deliver the Israelites from one side of the sea to another. The name of the sea is less important than what God did. One clear matter is that it has to be large enough for the event to take place, as an army was pursuing them. 
After Moses has been told what to do, God intercedes for the Israelites by having the angel of the Lord and the pillar of cloud move from in front of the people to behind them. This gave a buffer between the people and the angry Egyptians. Note: as they were going along their journey from Egypt to Mt. Sanai the presence of God led them as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. The cloud and angel are said to have kept the distance between the two groups throughout the night.
To part the sea so that the people could go through it, God had Moses lift his staff and stretch his hand over the sea. As Moses did so, God divided the waters through a strong east wind so that a wall of water was on the right and left sides of the people as they walked through the dry land in the midst of the sea. As noted above, the sea had to be large enough for the water to be like a wall on each side, which means that this miracle is a powerful display of power by the creator over the creation.
As the people walked through the divided sea, the Egyptians were, as first, thrown into confusion by God through the pillars of cloud and fire. This panic even made their most effective weapon, the chariot, ineffective and even made some of the Egyptians want to flee due to the Lord fighting for the people; God had promised to do so earlier in the chapter in verse 14.
After the people are safely to the other side, the Lord has Moses close the sea back up so that the Egyptians, as they fled the Lord’s presence, were swallowed up by the sea. Never again would this generation of Egyptians and Israelites come into contact with each other, and the Exodus from Egypt and the Egyptians by the Israelites was now complete. This fact made the people be in awe of God and believe in the Lord. It also gave them confidence in Moses as their leader.)
Reflection questions:  What is a miracle that God has done for you or someone you know? How did it impact you or the person? What is something that seemed impassable to you but that the Lord made a way through? What, if anything, is a sea that stands before you now that you are asking God to make a way through?
Prayer requests:



Closing Prayer: Thank you, God, for how you delivered your people from Egypt, and how you deliver us each day. Help us to celebrate and remember all that you have done and do for us. Amen.
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