Anything but Ordinary, Continued…Week 1: The Passover
Opening Prayer
Read Exodus 12:1-14
[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions: Why do you think the Lord had the Israelites keep the lamb in their houses for four days before sacrificing it? Why do they spread blood over the doorposts and lintel? What are they to eat, and how are they to eat it? What does God say the people are to do throughout all generations? Why do you think this event is so important?
(God tells Moses and Aaron that on the tenth of the month the Israelites are to take an unblemished, year-old lamb into their houses. Then on the 14th of the month, four days later, the people are to slaughter the lamb. Part of bringing the lamb into your home is that the animal becomes like a pet, making the sacrifice they are about to do even more impactful for the people. This is a people used to slaughtering their own animals for meat, and by having the lamb come into the home, this lamb becomes special for each family member. Once the four days are up, the lamb is to be slaughtered, and some of the lamb’s blood is to be put on the doorposts and lintel of their house. 
	The reason they brush blood onto their doorposts and lintel is so that they are passed over when God comes to kill the firstborn sons and animals of the Egyptians. That is why this event is called the Passover: the Lord passed over the Israelites because they were covered with the blood of a lamb. The killing of the firstborn is the 10th of the plagues that God brought to the Egyptians. The other nine are: the water of the Nile turned into blood; frogs; gnats; flies; pestilence of livestock; boils; great hailstorm; locusts; and 3 days of darkness. This is the one that finally convinces Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. 
	After the blood from the lamb is brushed on their doorposts and lintel, the meat of the lamb is to be roasted and eaten with unleavened bread along with bitter herbs. All of the lamb meat is to be eaten, if possible, and any that remains is to be burned in the morning. When the feast is happening, the people are to have their belts and sandals on with their staffs in hand ready for the deliverance the Lord is about to bring them. 
	God then tells them that the Passover is to be remembered for all generations. This feast wasn’t a one-and-done but to be recalled as one of the defining events of the Hebrews. That is why those who practice Judaism still have Seder meals as a way to recall the Passover and what God did.
	The Passover is important because through it God brought the people out of the Egypt. The oppressive slavery of the people ended because of what God did that night, and a nation was born out of this event. No longer would the Hebrews be the slaves of Egypt but a people in their own right due to the God who delivered them.)
Reflection questions:  What parallels do you see in the Passover and Good Friday/Easter? What are some events that the Church remembers each year? What are some personal events that you and your family remember each year? Why do you think it is important to have yearly reminders of certain events?
Prayer requests:



Closing Prayer: Thank you, God, for how you delivered your people from Egypt, and how you deliver us each day. Help us to celebrate and remember all that you have done and do for us. Amen.
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