Titus Week 2
Opening Prayer
Read Titus 2:1-10
Questions: What does Paul say Titus is to do for those he is pastoring? What are the older men and women to do? Why are they to act this way? What are the younger women and men to do? What is Titus to do? What are servants to do?
	(As in other letters, Paul gives Titus a list of how households of those who follow Jesus are to look. Paul begins this list by explaining why it is important. He tells the younger man that one of the main jobs of a pastor is to teach people how to live out their faith daily, as how one lives shows others their faith. Paul then moves to speaking about the older men and women, a shift from elders in a church-sense to elders in a physical sense. The older men and women, basically any who were over 30 at the time, were to have the fruits of the spirit that Paul speaks of elsewhere. Specifically, in v.2, it says these guys are to have self-control, faithfulness, love, patience, clear thinking, and dignity. Older ladies are to teach others by their example, not gossip, not be heavy drinkers, and be dignified. Older adults are to act in these ways so they can be a good example to those younger than them. Younger ladies are to follow the example of the older ladies in the private and public spheres. Younger men are to be self-controlled. Note: Paul’s overarching marital advice throughout his letters is about building a mutual, loving, and respectful relationship with your spouse. Paul pauses speaking about households for a moment to speak to Titus about a couple of matters. He tells Titus to be upright in how he lives, what he does, what he preaches, and by good works he does. As this will help the opposition have no ammunition to use against Christians. Lastly, Paul speaks about servants and slaves. This was a category at the time that we no longer have legally today, and what it looked like then was different than the chattel slavery we often think of. When we looked in Philemon, we saw that slave masters are to treat their slaves as human beings and as fellow Christians. This would have been revolutionary in the day, as most saw their slaves as property, not as people. So while slaves and servants are to be respectful to their masters as a way to show others of their faith in Jesus, their masters have Christian responsibilities as well. Note: mentioning more categories than just men would have been a big deal at the time, so by not ignoring anyone in the household, Paul shows that every person is important and has sacred worth.) 
Read Titus 2:11-15
Questions: What does Paul say about God’s grace? What does Paul say about how each Christian is to live and why? What does Paul say about Jesus? How does Paul close ch.2?
(God’s grace, Paul says in v.11, is available for all people. As John Wesley said, “All can be saved. All can know they are saved. And all can be saved to the utmost.” So that’s unlimited atonement (all can be saved), assurance of salvation (all can know they are saved), and sanctification (being saved to the utmost). The sanctifying grace of God is what convicts us to live in step with Jesus, becoming more like Him and less like the world. This is what Paul is speaking of in v.12, how, as followers of Jesus, we move away from ungodliness to godliness, out with the bad and in with the good! He then speaks of how one day Jesus will return, and the joyous hope that gives to all who follow the Lord. Paul follows this up by speaking of Christ’s atoning action of saving us through His sacrifice, which ransoms us from sin, gives us the ability to have an abundant life here and now as well as in the next life, and equips us to live out our faith through good works. Ch. 2 closes by Paul telling Titus to speak the truth to people, encourage people, and live life in a way that no one thinks badly of him or the work he is doing.)
Prayer Requests
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