
I don’t know 

who wrote  

the follow-

ing story…   

I received   

it as a       

forwarded 

email. But 

it’s a story 

that touched 

my heart, and I trust it will 

touch yours, as well. 

Each December, I vowed to make 

Christmas a calm and peaceful    

experience. I had cut back on non-

essential obligations - extensive  

card writing, endless baking,      

decorating, and even overspending.   

Yet still, I found myself exhausted, 

unable to appreciate the precious 

family moments, and of course, the 

true meaning of Christmas. My son, 

Nicholas, was in kindergarten that 

year. For weeks, he'd been       

memorizing songs for his school's 

“Winter Pageant”. I didn't have the 

heart to tell him I'd be working the 

night of the production. Unwilling 

to miss his shining moment, I  

spoke with his teacher. She assured 

me there'd be a dress rehearsal the 

morning of the presentation. All 

parents unable to attend that    

evening were welcome to come 

then.  

Fortunately, Nicholas seemed    

happy with the compromise. So,  

the morning of the dress rehearsal,  

I filed in ten minutes early, found a 

spot on the cafeteria floor and sat 

down. Around the room, I saw  

several other parents quietly  

scampering to their seats. As I  

waited, the students were led into 

the room. Each class, accompanied 

by their teacher, sat cross-legged on 

the floor. Then each group, one by 

one, rose to perform their song.  

Because the public school system 

had long stopped referring to the 

holiday as "Christmas", I didn't  

expect anything other than fun, 

commercial entertainment - songs 

of reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Laura Bodman 

Ed Suazo 

Brad House 

Bill & Camie Johnson 

Pat & Gene Shaw 

Pat & Jim Gauntt 

David & Jackie Swisher 

Ken Kelley 

Darline Kelley 

Jamie Wood 

Butch Wood 

Tami Farrell 

Jose Martinez 

Jearld Beasley 

John Lentz 

Joe & Dorothy Morris 

Buddy Scott 

Joe LaChance 

Vera Bang 

Kim Mathes 

Jacco Garrett 

Aimie Barnett 

Edward & Sherry Burkett 

Tom Hewett 

Allison Fry 

Norman Frankum & Family 

Erika & Edward Conaway 

Judy Newton 

Vanessa Lindsey-Collins 

Jason Lindsey 

Verna Kelley 

Ruby Lawson 

Larry Lawson 

Jennifer Cannan 

Don & Frieda Carll 

Ken Ried 

 

Butch Munnerlyn         1/01 

Dwayne Pesek          1/01 

Mark Guess          1/02 

Jason Tracy          1/02 

Christopher Warren         1/04 

James King          1/05 

Janet Steffler          1/05 

Don Petersen          1/06 

Curly Leshikar          1/07 

Charlie Reimschissel         1/07 

Seung Jang          1/07 

Mildred Gillenwaters         1/08 

Amanda Duarte         1/08 

Stephen Kilbourn         1/08 

Natalie Broaddus         1/08 

Denise Fry          1/09 

David Munson          1/09 

Kathy Fisher          1/10 

Lem Davis          1/10 

Debbie Wintjen         1/10 

Michael Martin          1/11 

Mike Hankinson         1/11 

Audrey Broaddus         1/15 

Tessa DeAtley          1/17 

Sybil Thompson         1/18 

Kathleen Lindsey         1/19 

Sharon Craig          1/19 

Beverly Barnhart         1/19 

Jim Snyder          1/20 

Elizabeth Daeschner         1/21 

Annalisa Galbreath         1/21 

Jackie Swisher          1/21 

Jaslyn Tracy          1/22 

Harriet Whiteside         1/22 

Brandon Wood          1/24 

Nicholas Moore         1/24 

Kaylyn Klehm          1/24 

JoAnn Collier          1/25 

Mike Pelton          1/26 

Lola Broaddus          1/26 

Erika Conaway          1/26 

Amy Lee          1/27 

Jean Walz          1/27 

Amy Haase          1/27 

Megan Johnson         1/27 

David Copeland Jr         1/28 

Luke Vollemaere         1/31 

 

If you have a birthday during this month and do not see your name listed, please call the church 

office so we can update your information on record. 

JANUARY         

BIRTHDAYS 
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M E M B E R   N E W S 

John Boone passed away on November 12, 

2019. Condolences may be sent to his 

daughter & son-in-law, Josie & Robert 

Overman, 101 Frostwood, Lake Jackson, 

TX 77566. 

Please keep this family in your thoughts 

and prayers during their time of grief. 

Sympathies 

L F J U M C 

Memorials 

Donations received in memory of: 

       

 Wynama Wheeler 

Given by:    

Terry & Sue Wheeler 

Luke 2:1-20 New International Version (NIV) 

The Birth of Jesus 

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the  

entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 

town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were 

there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terri-

fied. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 

all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When 

they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 

and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a
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C H I L D R E N   &   F A M I L Y   M I N I S T R Y 

L F J U M C 

Hi all! It is the holiday season! One of our families favorite holiday movies to watch is “How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas”. I'm sure that most of you have read the story or perhaps you have seen the movie. If so, 

you will remember how everyone in Who-ville loved Christmas, except the Grinch. The Grinch disliked 

Christmas and made up a plan to spoil the joy of Christmas in Who-ville. His plan was to dress up as Santa 

Claus and go into Who-ville and steal all of their Christmas presents, Christmas trees, and even the food 

for their Christmas dinner. 

Do you remember why the Grinch disliked Christmas...because his heart was too small! He was so selfish 

that he did not want to see anyone else happy and enjoying the holiday. But, as you know, the Grinch's 

plan did not work, because the people in Who-ville knew that the real joy of Christmas does not come 

from the presents, decorations, and food -- it comes from a heart filled with love. 

Now I know this can sound crazy, but there was a “Grinch” during the time of Jesus’ birth, King Herod. 

After Jesus was born, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and asked where they could find the 

child who had been born to be the king of the Jews so they could worship him. When Herod heard about 

this, he told the men that when they found the child, they should come back and tell him where the child 

was so that he could worship him too. The truth is, Herod didn't really want to worship Jesus, he wanted 

to kill him. Why? Perhaps his heart was too small! Herod was so selfish that he was afraid Jesus would 

become more popular than he was and perhaps even take over his kingdom. 

Well, Herod's plan did not work.  After the wise men found Jesus and gave him gifts, an angel told them 

about Herod's plan and they went back home without telling Herod where they had found Jesus. An     

angel also appeared to Joseph and warned him of Herod's plan and told him to take Mary and the baby 

Jesus to Egypt where they would be safe. 

And so, we see that since the very first Christmas, Grinches have been trying to steal the joy of Christmas. 

There may be some "Grinches" that are trying to steal your Christmas joy. It will never work, unless your 

heart is too small. Make sure that your heart is big enough to share the love and joy of Christmas with 

everyone you meet...not just at Christmas, but all year long. 

Many Blessings, 

Amy Henderson  

Children & Family Ministry Director 
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From- 

The Henderson Family 

FAMILY 1ST FRIDAY 

Chili and Bingo 

Friday, Jan. 31, 2020 

6:00-8:00 pm 

Wesley Hall 

Bring your favorite chili along with 

the recipe.  And let’s eat chili and 

play BINGO. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT 

Friday, 12/13/19     5:00 to 8:00 pm 

Last minute shopping, wrapping presents or even just a relaxing evening before the kiddos 

are out of school for Christmas break… drop them off for pizza, packaging cookies, The Star, 

parent’s gift and hot cocoa bar. Limited to our Church family, however, each child can bring 

a friend. For ages infant to 5th grade.  Must RSVP by Sunday, 12/8/19. 
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Kim Copeland - Youth Director      youth@ljfumc.org 

Vannysa Vega - Youth Ministry Asst.   vannysa.rojas@gmail.com 

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R Y 

L F J U M C 

Our youth group continued a tradition of a Faith in Action fall camp.  Our 

teams built a wheelchair ramp,  cleaned the orchard,  fixed screen 

doors,  built a fence and cleaned several yards.   Several of our younger 

students and confirmands participated.   What a great way to get them 

all excited about going to UM Army when they get into high school. 

 Faith in Action 2019 

 

 
Christmas Movie Marathon in the 

Youth Center from 6 to 10pm on  

Thursday,  December 19th 

Dec 15th   

First Youth  

Christmas Party 

5-7pm 

 

Dec 19th 

Christmas Movie  

Marathon 

6-10pm 

 

Dec 22nd 

No Sunday  

Night Youth 

 

 Dec 24th 

5pm Christmas Eve  

Service  

Help Needed with the 

Christmas 

 Story 

5 pm 

 

Dec 29th                     

African Children’s  

Choir Party                     

5-7pm 

 December Night 
YOUTH  

SCHEDULE 

(7th-12th Graders) 
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November Angel Tree Shopping & Christmas Eve Invite 

 

Please pray for our group that is going to Christmas UM Army: 

 

 

 

Natalie Anderson 

Kaden Baldridge 

Becca Moore 

Christian Lee   

Vannysa Vega  

Bryson Wintjen 

Dec 27 - Jan 2   

at Faith UMC  

in Spring, TX 

 

Submerge 2020 Dates 
 

Please save the dates for Submerge for the spring semester of 2020: 

 

SUBMERGE IS A FAITH & FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY FOR ALL 5th & 6th GRADERS  

Submerge usually meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from 3:45 to 4:55. 

 January 12 

 January 26 

 February  9 

 February 23 

 March 22 

 April 12 

 April 26 

 May 17 – End of 

School Year Party 



Stewardship Report as of        

11/30/2019 

Budget needs weekly .......... $      13,676  

Budget needs to date .......... $    637,358  

Budget receipts to date ....... $    630,008 

 2019 Communion Offerings Amount Given 

January — Pastor's Discretionary 

Fund  
$    1,748 

February – Freeport Port Ministry $       871 

March - UMCOR $       902 

April - Easter Offering $    9,489 

May - Golden Cross $       778 

June - Prison Ministry $    1,117 

July - Habitat for Humanity $      665 

August - Crystal Crafters $     533 

September - BackPack Buddies $  2,122  

October - Society of St. Stephen $  1,160 

November - Food Basket $     829 

December - Christmas Offering $  1,024 
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C H U R C H   F I N A N C E S 

L F J U M C 

  

118 pledges received for a total 

of $  483,724 

 

Total donations received to date: 

 $   232,740.00  

    Here below is a summary of  

2020 pledges received thus far 

and how they compare to those 

received for all of 2019. 

                   2019       2020 

Total pledge cards 

received:                     129              119 

 

Total amount pledged:         $506K         $553K 

The December 2019            

Communion offering will       

underwrite our children and 

youth ministries, with such  

activities as camps, VBS and 

mission trips, including the  

India trip scheduled for  

March 2020. 
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Are your required minimum IRA           
withdrawals greater than you need, or  
care to receive? Would you like to reduce 
the taxable income from your IRA?  

The IRA charitable rollover is a terrific  
way to make a tax-free gift to First United 
Methodist Church. Your gift from your IRA 
of up to $100,000 can satisfy your required 
minimum distribution without increasing 
your income taxes. Although you don’t get 
an income tax charitable deduction for the 
gift, you don’t pay taxes on your IRA   
withdrawal. In effect, the IRA charitable 
rollover is a tax-reducing and tax-free way 
to make a gift.  

If you are 70 ½ or older you can tell your 
IRA administrator to transfer your gift    
directly from your traditional IRA to         
FUMC - Lake Jackson.  

Consider these important requirements to 
make an IRA charitable rollover:  

 

 You must be age 70 1/2 or older 

when the gift is made.  

 The gift must come from a        

traditional IRA. (401(k), 403(b), 

SEP IRA accounts, and other     

retirement accounts do not    

qualify.)  

 The gift must come directly from 

your IRA administrator to FUMC - 

Lake Jackson.  

 Total IRA charitable rollover gifts 

in any one year cannot exceed 

$100,000.  

 

 The IRA rollover gift can count  

toward your Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD) if you have 

not already taken your RMD for 

the year you make your gift.  

 The gift from your IRA will not   

be available as an income tax 

charitable deduction.  

 The gift from your IRA will be   

excluded from taxable income.  

A Tax-Free Gift with Your IRA 

Also, TMF has a wealth of 

knowledge on their website 
  

(https://www.tmf-fdn.org/legacy-
giving/)       

 

including a gift calculator 
where donors can see the     

different giving scenarios     
appropriate for their own           

situation/gift or compare                
options, etc.  

 

If you are interested in making  
such a gift or if you want more     

information, please contact   

your CPA or Justin Gould,       
who is with “TMF”  

  (The Methodist Foundation),   
at 1-800-933-5502 or                     
JGould@tmf-fdn.org. 

 
This information was provided by                  

The Methodist Foundation 
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O T H E R   M I N I S T R I E S 

L F J U M C 

As part of our community outreach    

efforts this holiday season, we have 

had signs made (see sample left) for you to 

place in your yard at home and invite 

your neighbors, family and friends to 

attend Christmas Eve services at 

FUMC - Lake Jackson. 

The signs (with stands) are now available 

in the Narthex. Please take one or          

more as needed. 

December 15th 

GMO (Graciously Moving On) is a ministry of our church    

for  widows and widowers. It is not a counseling group. We are 

made up of both recent and long-time widows and widowers  

who are experiencing this time of life alone.                                 

It is not just for our church members. 

We have a covered-dish luncheon on the fourth Thursday of 

each month in the Asbury room at 11:30. This is a time to feel 

free to talk, or not, about our present and past times.   

Please join us when you are ready. 

THANK YOU!!! 

Backpack Buddies group 

would like to thank everyone 

who contributed tuna to help 

feed the hungry school      

children in Brazoria County 

during the holiday season.  
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O T H E R   M I N I S T R I E S 

L F J U M C 

The Carpenters Hands group recently 

completed another project and the  

homeowners are pictured here with  

great big smiles. Another job well done! 

Volunteers also pictured (left to right) 

are: Kelton Thompson, Butch Munnerlyn, 

Tom Patterson, Bruce Neumann and 

Pete Zafereo. 

  C A R P E N T E R ’ S  H A N D S  

  S O C I E T Y  O F  S T.  S T E P H E N  
Society of St. Stephen is grateful to    
the members of FUMC for your faithful    
giving. This enables us to represent you 
as the hands and feet of Christ to those 
in our community who are in need. We 
are very grateful to Curly Leshikar and 

Pat Shaw  for being volunteer caseworkers. 
These are the people who are in contact with our 
clients. We are in desperate need of more case-
workers so if anyone would like to volunteer to work 
with us, please    contact one of these two ladies.  

November was a busy month for Society. Some     
of the local companies lay off workers near the    
end of the year, which makes it difficult to pay     
their bills. It is especially hard on those who have 
moved here during the year and whose budgets   
are tight. 

One case in particular was especially poignant.    
We received a call from St. Vincent de Paul, with 

whom we often share cases in order to be able to 
meet the client’s needs. This lady’s long time friend 
was on hospice. She had taken off from work to 
care for him in his last days. Her job was being  
held, but she wasn’t getting paid while she was    
not working. She was requesting rental assistance. 
Our contribution, in addition to the contribution of  
St. Vincent de Paul, was able to pay her rent in full. 
Her friend’s dying wish was for them to be married. 
The priest arrived in time to marry the couple. He 
died several days later. 

 

The Society of St. Stephen is a group of volunteers from 

the First United Methodist Church, Chapelwood United 

Methodist Church, and Christ Lutheran Church who    

are committed to providing emergency or temporary   

assistance to local people in need. 



and good cheer. So, when my son's class rose to sing, 

"Christmas Love", I was slightly taken aback by its 

bold title. Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his class-

mates, adorned in fuzzy  mittens, red sweaters, and 

bright snowcaps upon their heads. Those in the front 

row-center stage-held up large letters, one by one, to 

spell out the title of the song.  

As the class would sing "C is for Christmas", a child 

would hold up the letter C. Then, "H is for Happy", 

and on and on, until each child holding up his portion 

had presented the complete message, "Christmas 

Love".  

The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, 

we noticed her; a small, quiet girl in the front row 

holding the letter "M" upside down - totally unaware 

her letter "M" appeared as a "W".  

The audience of first through sixth graders snickered 

at this little one's mistake. But she had no idea they 

were laughing at her, so she stood tall, proudly hold-

ing her "W". Although many teachers tried to shush 

the children, the laughter continued until the last letter 

was raised, and we all saw it together. A hush came 

over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that 

instant, we understood the reason we were there, why 

we celebrated the holiday in the first place, why even 

in the chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities.  

For when the last letter was held high, the message 

read loud and clear:  

"C  H  R  I  S  T  W  A  S   L O V E" 

And, I believe, He still is. He still is. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor’s Letter (Continued from page 1) 
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Our goal is to promote growth opportunities for women in our church 

through spiritual, service, and social activities. 

       MOMS in PRAYER GROUP 

           9:30am     Wilson Parlor 
          Meets every Monday morning  

(during school year) 

    GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT 

      December 13th  5:30pm       

At the home of Linda Neumann 

132 Lily 

Pizza will be served; anyone who wishes 

may bring a dessert 

          Contact Mary Helen Israel, 297-6968 or  

maryhisrael@gmail.com 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
  3rd Wednesday of each month  

11am 

Contact Linda Neumann  

        blneumann@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Ministry Dinner** 

4th Sunday of each month at 5pm 

Asbury Room 

(except December) 

W O M E N ‘ S   M I N I S T R Y 

L F J U M C 
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What do the Candles in our Advent Wreath Mean? 

L F J U M C 

 

 

The Advent wreath was originally a German and 

Scandinavian home devotional practice used to  

mark the four weeks of Advent. Although many   

symbols have been attributed to it since that time,     

it was originally intended as a way to mark the      

Advent season and the weeks until Christmas. 

Families would light a candle for each past week  

and the current week at their dinner or evening    

time of prayer. The configuration of candles,     

whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither 

did the color of the candles (all colors are used in 

homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking 

of time and the increase of light each week in the 

face of increasing darkness as the winter solstice  

approached. 

 

As Advent wreaths began to be used by congrega-

tions on Sundays in some places in Europe and 

America beginning in the late 19th century,            

adaptations were needed for the larger worship  

spaces. Candles needed to be larger and more    

specialized than the "daily candles" handmade or 

purchased for home use. They also needed to be 

more uniform in color to fit with other decor in the 

sanctuary. Purple (and more recently blue) has     

become the basic color of the candles to coordinate 

with color of the paraments used during this season. 

 

As Advent wreaths changed from practical private 

use to the more symbolic context of public worship,  

it became important for the candles to have meaning 

rather than simply mark time and add light.           

Ceremonies were developed around the lighting of 

the candles each week. 

In time there was an effort, largely spurred by   

church supply houses that sold the special candles 

and wreaths, to provide a particular meaning to each  

candle. The themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace 

became popular, based on scriptures from the one-

year lectionaries used at that time. However, the   

historic theme of Advent is more broad and deep 

than any one-word theme can capture. 

So what are we to say, then, about the meaning      

of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw  

meaning from its original home use: to mark time 

while increasing light. Advent, the first season of    

the Christian year, is all about time. We await the  

day described in Revelation 21:23 when, “The city 

doesn’t need the sun or the moon to shine on it,    

because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb.” At Christmas we celebrate that in Christ, “The 

true light that shines on all people was coming into 

the world” (John 1:9). 

A wreath with three lit candles marks the third 
week of Advent. Photo by Kathleen Barry, United 
Methodist Communications  

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of 
United Methodist Communications.  
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If You Look for Me at Christmas… 

Author Unknown 

 
If you look for me at Christmas, 

you won’t need a special star; 

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are. 

You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations. 

You’ll have to look beyond the                        

stores and all the decorations. 

 

But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do, 

and listen to your heart, you’ll find 

I’m waiting there for you. 

You’re the one I want to be with, 

you’re the reason that I came, 

and you’ll find Me in the stillness, 

as I’m whispering your name. 

 

Love, Jesus 

Kelly  

Dora 

Jordan 

Laura 
Nadine 
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