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The Message of Easter ...
One sunny afternoon a
father and his seven-year
old daughter were riding
around in the car. It was a
hot summer day, and one
of those great big yellow
bees flew into their car.
The little girl was very much
afraid, and so was the
father, so he said, “Let’s get
that bee out of here.”
But they couldn’t. It went
ZZZZZZZZ, scaring them
both. They couldn’t get it
out of the car, the bee flying
up to the front window and
then to the back window,
buzzing past their heads.
And now the little girl was
starting to get hysterical
and the father was shouting
at her not to be afraid, and
about that time, that great
big yellow bee lit right on
the father’s neck and stung
the father.
The little girl became
absolutely petrified and
hysterical and began to cry
and cry and cry. The father
tried to calm her down and
finally said to her: “You

don’t need to be afraid
anymore. The bee has lost
its sting; its stinger is right
here in my neck; the bee
has lost its sting.”
Because of Easter, the
sting of death has been
removed. The stinger is
located in the neck…the
hands…the feet…the side
of Jesus of Nazareth.
The message of Easter is
so clear: there is no need to
be afraid of death. It has
lost its string. Death…and
all those other things we’re
afraid of....look and sound
so ferocious. But the truth
is that, in Christ, they have
lost their sting. They can’t
hurt us any more. We
belong to Him.
1 Cor 15:51-58
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If you have a birthday this month and do not see your name listed, please call the church office
so we can update your record.

VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED !!
APRIL 21st

Do you have a heart for God?
Do you have a love for people,
especially children?
Do you have a habit of praying?
Do you have an ability to teach?
Do you have a willingness to prepare?
Do you have what it takes to make a positive
difference in the life of a child?
If you can answer yes to even one of these questions,
we have an awesome opportunity for you.
Our Children’s Ministry has an immediate need for
Sunday School teachers and Children’s Church leaders.

Do you have news you would like
to share in our monthly newsletter?
Contact the church office at
ljfumc@ljfumc.org or 979-297-3046

This would NOT have to be an every Sunday
commitment. With enough volunteers, we hope to utilize
a rotating schedule. The curriculum for each age is
provided. Please contact Amy today to sign up:
children@ljfumc.org.
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2019
Saturday 4 /13
10am
Church-wide Brunch
10:30am
Easter Egg Hunt
for kids up to 4th
grade

Holy Week Celebrations

4/18

Tenebrae Service at 7PM

4/14 - Palm Sunday
8AM
Classic Worship
9AM
Contemporary Worship
11AM
Traditional Worship

4/21 - Easter Sunday
8AM - Classic Worship
9AM - Contemporary Worship
11AM - Traditional Worship

Prayer and Praise Notes:
To request prayer through our
Intercessory Prayer Team, complete the Prayer
Request form on ConnectCard in your Sunday
bulletin or contact the church office at
979.297.3046 or ljfumc@ljfumc.org.
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Easter… the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from the tomb on
the third day after his crucifixion. Have you ever wondered
how Easter eggs and Easter candy came to symbolize Jesus’
resurrection?
The egg has long been a symbol of fertility, rebirth and the
beginning. As Christianity grew in Western Europe, the
Church adapted many pagan customs and the egg, as a symbol
of new life, came to represent Jesus’ emergence from the tomb and the
resurrection.
Easter is the second best-selling candy holiday in
America. The top-selling non-chocolate Easter candy
is the marshmallow Peep. The original Peeps were
handmade, marshmallow flavored yellow chicks. Another
egg shaped candy is the Jelly Bean. Over 16 billion jelly
beans are made in the U.S. each year for Easter, enough to
fill a giant egg measuring 89 feet high and 60 feet wide
(per History.com). My favorite Easter candy is the crème
filled Cadbury egg.
With all the Easter customs in society, how do we explain to our
children the real reason for Easter? Unlike Christmas, which is
relatively easy to grasp...a birth, Easter is more profound, powerful
and mysterious as the death and resurrection of Jesus. Our children are
born believing in God; it is as natural as breathing. Jesus recognized
this when He said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 18:16).
So while it may be difficult for adults to understand and
grasp the resurrection, it is a truth that children can
easily believe with their whole hearts. It is a truth that
will help establish the foundation of a growing faith.
Children need to believe Jesus is alive, whether or not they fully
understand how that’s possible.
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Join us for a

For all the candy to fill the Easter
eggs for the hunt!

FRIDAY,
May 3rd
3rd
Friday, May

And to the women’s ministry group
for stuffing the eggs!

6:00
6:00pm
pmto
to8:00
8:00pm
pm
LJ
LJFUMC
FUMC Playground
Playground

VBS volunteers needed!
We are in the planning stages, please be
thinking of how you might want to serve :).
June 24th - 27th, 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Contact Amy at children@ljfumc.org.

Celebrating the Risen Christ!
Please join us on Saturday, April 13, 2019.
Crafts, games and snacks at 10:00 am in
the Asbury Room. The Easter Egg Hunt
will start at 10:30 am. All kids, 4th grade
and under, are welcome!
First United Methodist Church
404 Azalea St, Lake Jackson
Asbury Room and playground
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UM Army 2019
Apr & May
Sunday Night
YOUTH
SCHEDULE
(7th-12th Graders)
Apr 14
Guys Night In/Girls
Night Out
5-7pm
Apr 21
No Sunday
Night Youth
Happy Easter
Apr 27
Faith & Family Night at
the Houston Astros with
Matthew West concert
Starts at 3:05pm
Apr 28
No Sunday
Night Youth
May 5
Pool Party at the
Morris’ Home
5-7pm

Study Time/Tutoring
Continues every
Wednesday through
May 8th from
6:30 to 7:30

UM Army signup is open for our current 8th graders and older. Adults
are needed and welcome, too. We will be staying at First UMC Pasadena and serving in that area. Vannysa, Bryson and I will be doing Programs, prayer and activities again. We’ll be attending with the following churches: Harvest UMC, First Pasadena, Grace Crossing, Friendship, St. John’s and Bracken. We have already met with the worship leader and are
planning for the week. We look forward to another great UM Army.

Signup at this link:
https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/3033/

Faith & Family Night
Saturday, April 27th at 3:05pm - $10 tickets
It’s been a few years since we’ve
been able to get to an Astros
game. We get to go this month on
April 27th. Get your $10 tickets
today from Kim.
The Astros will be playing the
Cleveland Indians and you can
stay afterwards for the Matthew
West concert.
The game starts at 3:05.
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March Youth Pictures

Combined Youth & Submerge
Remnant Youth Gathering at LJI

Serving at the Revered Texan

Washing Feet on Sunday Morning

Spring Break Gift Bag Deliveries

All teenagers are invited to help with the Easter Egg
Hunt and Brunch on Saturday, April 13th. Come at
10am to help hide eggs. Stay until noon or as long as
you can. Service hours are provided. Meet inside in
the Asbury Room and ask for Mrs. Amy.
Join us on Sunday, May 5th at the 9am and 11am
worship services to honor our graduates. Please keep
Luke and Valerie in your prayers as they finish high
school.
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115 pledges received for a total
of $434,149,
Total donations received to date:

$103,796

2019 Communion Offerings
January — Pastor's Discretionary Fund
February – Freeport Port Ministry
March - UMCOR

Amount Given
$

1,748

$

871

$

902

Stewardship Report as of
3/31/2019
Budget needs weekly .......... $

13,676

Budget needs to date .......... $

177,784

Budget receipts to date ....... $

157,249

Society of St. Stephen
Society of St. Stephen had fewer calls
this month but the ones we had were
from people needing financial
assistance.
One lady called for help with rent because her
baby was born with health issues and has been
in and out of the hospital since birth. They had
saved for the cost of the baby’s birth, but had
not planned for these unexpected medical
expenses. The manager of their apartment
assured us that they were working with the
couple. Both Brazospoint Church and Society of
St. Stephen were able to contribute toward this
family’s rent.
Another case was also noteworthy. A young
couple with three young children are both
working, but were having trouble making
expenses and wanted to improve their situation.
He entered the Jump Start Program so that he

could train and qualify for a better job. He
thought that he could continue working almost full
time while taking the courses but found that
this was not possible because of the time he
needed to devote to school. Society of St.
Stephen and St. Jerome’s helped with April’s rent
and St. Michael’s helped with electricity. He will be
able to continue the Jump Start Program and is
scheduled to graduate April 30!

The Society of St. Stephen is a group of people
from the First United Methodist Church,
Chapelwood United Methodist Church, and Christ
Lutheran Church who are committed to providing
emergency or temporary assistance to local people
in need.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

MOMS in PRAYER GROUP
9:30am

3rd Wednesday of each month
11am
Contact Linda Neumann
blneumann@hotmail.com

Wilson Parlor

Meets every Monday morning
(during school year)

GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT
April 12th 5:30pm

Riverpoint Restaurant

Women’s Ministry Dinner

Contact Mary Helen Israel, 297-6968 or
maryhisrael@gmail.com

GMO (Gracefully Moving On) is a ministry of
our church for widows and widowers. It is not
a counseling group. We are made up of
recent and long-time widows and widowers
who are experiencing this time of life alone. It
is not just for our church members.
This month we will meet together
on APRIL 25th
We have a covered-dish luncheon on the
fourth Thursday of each month in the Asbury
room at 11:30. This is a time to feel free to
talk, or not, about our present and past
times.
Please join us when you are ready.

Sunday, April 28th
5pm - 7pm

Asbury Room

This year’s Easter Offering will benefit the
activities and missions of our children and
youth. Here are just a few of the activities
supported by your donations:
VBS

Youth Retreats

Choir Camp

Mission Trips

District Camp

Confirmation

UM Army

Summer Youth Trips
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Summertime CHOIR CAMP for ALL AGES
June 3 - 7 @ Lakeview Conference Center
Outstanding choral clinicians provide wonderful
singing and worship experiences. In addition to
swimming and fellowship opportunities, there will
also be classes offered for activities such as liturgical
dance, bells, crafts, etc.
Campers in 3rd grade through High School age will stay in cabins with counselors.
Our church covers the cost of this amazing camp through special offerings.
For more information, please contact:
Laura Mays 979-297-2823 or Kimberly Bowers 979-236-9427
Registration deadline is April 29th so register today!

Beyond fasting:
10 tips for a more meaningful Lent
1. Apologize to someone
Lent is a season of repentance. Most often we think of
asking God for forgiveness from our sin, but that is only
half of the story. Most sins include hurting others,
A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino
which mattered to Jesus. He taught that if during worship if you “remember that your brother or sister has
Lent is a time for self-reflection and deepening one’s
something against you... First make things right with
relationship with God in Jesus Christ. For many this sea- your brother or sister and then come back and offer
son leading up to Easter will be weeks of giving up
your gift.” (Matthew 5:23-24 CEB). Lent is a great time
something they enjoy as a sign of contrition for misto seek forgiveness from those we have harmed.
takes they have made. Others will spend extra time in
devotions and prayer, while a few more will carry a
2. Perform random acts of kindness
cross or nail in their pocket as a reminder of the sacrifice Jesus made for them and the whole world.
Express your love for Jesus by loving others. Pay for the
If those practices work for you, wonderful! Others may
want to find different ways of observing this holy season. Consider adopting one or more of the following
creative uses of the days between Ash Wednesday and
Easter Sunday.

order of the person behind you in the drive-through.
Give an extravagant tip. Carry gift cards to give away.
Ask others how they are doing, then stop and listen to
their responses. Share the love of Jesus in any way you
can think of each day during Lent.
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3. Delve into a book of the Bible
Enhance your devotions by getting to know a book of
the Bible well. Read it repeatedly, at least once in a single sitting. Find articles about it. Meditate on it with a
commentary. Memorize portions of it. Pray through it.
Google sermons about it. Find hymns based upon it. In
the six weeks of Lent, you could develop a deep understanding of a book of the Bible about which you have
always been curious.
4. Serve people in need
Identify an organization with which you would like to
participate. Sign up and get trained. Then volunteer to
serve throughout the season of Lent. When Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, he taught
that we are called not to be served, but to serve (John
13:1-17).
5. Visit the lonely
Jesus also taught his disciples to treat others as we
would treat him. This included visiting those who are
sick and in prison (Matthew 25:31-36). Talk to a local
nursing home about washing wheelchairs, or a children’s hospital about visiting with parents of patients.
Volunteer with a prison ministry, senior center, or any
other place where people need some human contact.
Play games, tell stories, look at photo albums, and enjoy
those about whom Jesus said, “when you have done it
for [them], you have done it for me.”
6. Read Wesley’s sermons about the Sermon on the Mount
These 13 sermons (available online) are central to the
message of John Wesley. They make up a little more
than one-quarter of the fifty “Standard Sermons” he
gave to his Methodist lay preachers to teach them “the
essentials of true religion" (“The Sermons of John Wesley – An Introduction”). Reading these sermons will have
you focused on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew
5-7) and give you a sense of what it means to be a United Methodist in the tradition of John Wesley.

7. Tell others you love them
Some of us struggle to say those three little words. Maybe we assume others already know how we feel. Maybe
we think we show our love and don’t need to say it. Or
maybe we are concerned it won’t be reciprocated. Fight
the fear and say "I love you" to friends, family members,
and everyone else you love at least once during the season.
8. Throw a party for everyone
Jesus often used the image of a party to describe the
Kingdom of God. He talked about wedding receptions
and banquet feasts, and participated in several large
group celebrations. Host your own Kingdom party by
cooking for the neighborhood, or buying lunch for the
entire office or your church. Feed everyone you can and
give people an opportunity to be together.
9. Serve in worship
Your church needs you. Sing in the choir, usher, serve as
a reader, work with the tech team, help a young family
with their baby, or find some other way to serve your
church. Don’t wait for someone to ask you to use your
God-given gifts. Offer yourself in service to your church
for the season.
10. Say “thank you”
Parents, family members, mentors, coaches, teachers,
authors, pastors, Sunday school teachers, and others
have shaped you into the person you are. Each week
during Lent, send a note of gratitude to one of them.
Tell them how much they meant to you and how they
inspired you. Consider including a small gift. Even if you
do not know that author or speaker personally, draft an
email of thanks.

There are many ways
to be observant during
Lent.
Be original. Find yours.
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