Behold, a King Will Reign in Righteousness
(Isaiah 31–32)

In the midst of a time of national crisis with personal consequences, Isaiah held forth before the people of God a solid hope: a gospel that saves, a king who reigns in righteousness, and a Spirit who transforms all of creation.

I. The Content of the Gospel (31:1–5)
Read in context, with the apostle Paul’s inspired help (Rom 9:30–33), in light of the redeeming work of Christ, Isaiah 30:1–5 is another restatement of the gospel. What will you trust to justify you in the judgment of God? The righteousness of Christ received by faith, or your own righteousness achieved through works?

II. The Call of the Gospel (31:6–9)
Today is still a day of grace. Turn to God from whom you have deeply revolted, and cast away your idols and the works of your hands. For the day of grace will end, and the day of judgment will come, when all people will cast aside their idols, not in repentance, but in regret.

III. The Coming of the King (32:1–8)
Isaiah 32:1–8 looks ahead to the coming of the king and the establishment of His kingdom, now present and visible in the church. Isaiah points out three characteristics of the kingdom, imperfectly true now in the church, perfectly true then in the new creation.
· The kingdom will be ruled in righteousness (vv. 1–2).
· The kingdom receives the word of God (vv. 3–4).
· The kingdom recognizes and rejects evil men (vv. 5–8).

IV. The Centuries of Waiting (33:9–14)
Isaiah 32:9–14 describe the situation in Israel during the seven centuries between Isaiah and Christ. It will be a time of judgment, during which the remnant must wait in hope.

V. The Cascade of the Spirit (33:15–20)
· The outpouring of the Holy Spirit began at Pentecost, continues through this present age, and will be completed on the day of resurrection when the whole creation is renewed and glorified.
· Only those who repent and rest upon Christ (Is 30:15) will receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and will enjoy the Spirit’s blessings.
· Wherever the Spirit is outpoured, there is the fruitfulness of the new creation.
