Woe to You Legalists
(Luke 11:37–54)

I. What Legalism Is Not
· Jesus reserved His harshest critique, not for the Gentiles or the tax-collectors or the prostitutes or the irreligious, but for the scribes and the Pharisees. Jesus is not indifferent toward sin, but Jesus abominates self-righteousness.
· Legalism is not a concern for holiness; legalism is not a tender conscience.

II. What Legalism Is
· Legalism is the attempt to establish one’s own righteousness before God and man through external works of the law accomplished in power of the flesh. It is born of pride, motivated by praise, and destined for punishment.
· Jesus pronounced seven woes upon the legalists of His day (Pharisees and scribes) because they were appalled that He ate with unwashed hands (vv. 37–38).
1. Legalism emphasizes the external to the neglect of the internal (v. 39–41). Legalism is concerning with actions, but not affections.
· Legalism specifies applications of biblical principles, then elevates those applications to the authority of Scripture.
· External actions can conceal evil affections.
· God created man with a body and a soul; therefore, holiness is both external and internal.
· Biblical sanctification addresses the affections first, then the actions.
2. Legalism focuses upon the periphery to the neglect of the center (v. 42). It focuses upon the letter of the law and neglect the spirit of the law.
3. Legalism seeks the praise of men rather than the praise of God (v. 43). Legalists want to be seen and admired as holy.
4. Legalism secretly defiles those under its influence (v. 44). Legalism sounds good to those concerned for holiness, but it corrupts the gospel and defiles the soul.
5. Legalism judges others more strictly than itself (vv. 45–46).
6. Legalism destroyed the prophets and apostles (vv. 47–51). Why? Because the prophets and apostles exposed their sin and condemned their self-righteousness.
7. Legalism excludes its adherents from the kingdom of God (v. 52). The key of knowledge is justification through faith in Christ alone.

III. 	Where Legalism Leads
Legalism does not lead to the fulfillment of the law—love for God and neighbor. It leads to the hatred of Jesus (vv. 53–54).
