In Returning and Rest You Will Be Saved
(Isaiah 30)

When the apostle Paul read Isaiah 28–39, centered upon the promise of Isaiah 28:16 (quoted in Romans 9:33), he saw in it a question of justification by works or justification by faith, justification by self-righteousness or justification by the righteousness of Christ. Isaiah 30 is therefore to be understood as an oracle against self-salvation and an invitation to trust in the salvation of God provided through Jesus Christ.

I. A False Hope (30:1–7)
Israel had a promise of God’s protection (Lv 26:3–13); but instead of relying upon God’s promise, they sought to purchase salvation from Egypt. But the alliance with Egypt will not bring salvation; it will only bring shame. It will not result in hope, but in humiliation. It will not result in deliverance, but in disgrace. Any salvation other than that promised by God and provided in Christ is a false hope.

II. A Flawed Gospel (30:8–17)
Judah’s prophets proclaimed and Judah’s people believed a flawed gospel, and they refused and rejected Isaiah’s gospel. Isaiah’s message had urged them to return and rest in the salvation of God. This is still the way of salvation today—return to God and rest in the saving work of Christ.

III. A Full Salvation (30:18–26)
Those who wait on the LORD receive the fullness of salvation. Isaiah describes seven elements of this great salvation:
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy the forgiveness of sins (v. 18).
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy an attentive Father (v. 19).
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy inspired revelation (v. 20).
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy the indwelling Spirit (v. 21).
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy freedom from idolatrous bondage (v. 22).
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy fruitful labors (vv. 23–24).
· Those who rest in Christ enjoy unending blessing (vv. 25–26).

IV. A Fierce Judgment (30:27–33)
Those who refuse to return and rest in Christ will face a judgment without mercy.

