The Sign of Jonah and the Spirit of Light
(Luke 11:29–36)

Main Point: The supreme evidence that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, is His resurrection on the third day. But the darkness of man is such that no one will see and believe, unless or until they are enlightened by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the aim of the church is to proclaim the sign, and pray for the Spirit.

I. The Demand for a Sign (11:14–16, 31–32)
Some in the crowds that observed the exorcism of the mute demon (vv. 14–16) kept seeking a sign from Jesus to validate His messianic identity:
· It is an absurd request—Jesus performed a multitude of signs during the previous three years. The problem was not a lack of evidence.
· It arises from an evil heart—The Son of God incarnate performed signs and wonders before their very eyes and the Word of God incarnate taught them in their synagogues and on their hillsides. They were an evil generation because they did not want to believe.
Even so, all men have abundant and adequate access to revelation through creation and conscience, and many have access to the canon of Scripture. There is no excuse for unbelief.

II. The Resurrection of the Son of Man (11:29–30)
Jonah’s “resurrection” demonstrated to the Ninevites that he was a prophet from God and convinced them that they should heed his warning about God’s imminent judgment and repent of their sins. In the same way, Jesus’ resurrection should demonstrate to the people of Israel that He is the Son of God and that they should heed His warning of God’s imminent judgment and repent of their sins. Since the resurrection is an historically verifiable event, the sign of Jonah functions in the same way today.

III. The Darkness of Sin (11:33–35)
There is a humanly insurmountable hurdle between sinners and saving faith, and that is the darkness of sin. Jesus is the lamp that God put on a stand so that all may see the light (v. 33). But the eye of man is evil, and man is therefore blind to this light (vv. 34–35)

IV. The Regeneration of the Spirit (11:36)
The only hope for sinners is the regeneration of the Holy Spirit, wherein the eye is healed that it may see the light of Christ.
