Christianity Confused
(Luke 9:46–62)

Main Point: We must allow Jesus to define discipleship; for left to our own wisdom, we will confuse Christianity to the detriment of ourselves, our church, and our witness in the world.

I. Christianity Is Not a Meritocracy (9:46–48)
The argument that broke out among the disciples revealed two fundamental confusions about the nature of the Christian faith and the kingdom of God:
· The kingdom of God is not a kingdom of merit, but a kingdom of grace.
· In the kingdom of God, people are not valuable because of what value they can contribute, but because of the value God has conferred upon them.
Therefore:
· There is no place for boasting in the church.
· There is no place for favoritism in the church.
· There is a place for children in the church.

II. Christianity Is Not a Monopoly (9:49–50)
No Christian and no church has a monopoly upon the ministry of the kingdom of God. We must be humble in regard to our own church, and charitable in regard to other churches. If they hold to the essential doctrine of Christ, are seeking to minister in the name of Christ, they are not against us; they are for us. We are not competitors; we are co-laborers.

III. Christianity Is Not National (9:51–56)
In this age, the kingdom of God is not an earthly kingdom (Jn 18:26). The kingdom spreads by preaching the gospel and planting churches, not by enforcing faith with the power of the sword. The church must not utilize the sword of the state to punish unbelief; such judgment awaits the return of Christ. Church and state are and must be separate until the King returns to establish His kingdom upon the earth.

IV. Christianity Is Not a Hobby (9:57–62)
Jesus will not permit anyone to add Him to the periphery of life; Jesus takes precedence over all of life. Discipleship is not conditional.
· Discipleship takes precedence over our comfort.
· Discipleship takes precedence over our culture.
· Discipleship takes precedence over our clan.
