The Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25–37)

Main Point: To inherit eternal life, a sinner must be justified by the blood and righteousness of Christ, and sanctified by the Spirit of Christ, which is revealed in a life of costly love.

I. The Setting of the Parable
· Who asked the questions that prompted the parable? A lawyer, or scribe, an expert in the law (Torah) and its interpretation (Mishnah).
· What questions prompted the parable?
· “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
· “Who is my neighbor?”
These were not sincere questions asked by a sincere inquirer, but rather a trap set by an enemy of Christ.
· What motivated the questions that prompted the parable? The lawyer desired to test Jesus, and to justify himself.

II. The Story within the Parable
· The setting of the story is the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, which was notoriously dangerous.
· The villains of the story are a priest and a Levite, who do not stop to help the man because they do not love him and do not regard him as their neighbor. Jesus probably chose a priest and a Levite to show that external, formal worship, bare rituals and ceremonies, are ineffective to change the heart.
· The hero of the story is the Samaritan, who demonstrates real love for his neighbor, even across enemy lines. The point is that true religion is no longer to be found in the Jerusalem temple, exclusively among the Jews; true religion is in Christ, and may be found in every nation of the world.

III. The Sum of the Parable
The Parable of the Good Samaritan has two main points, corresponding to the two questions posed by the lawyer to Jesus.
1. No sinner can be justified by works of the law, but only through faith in the blood and righteousness of Christ.
2. The law is fulfilled in those born of the Spirit in a life of costly love.
