Marvel at the Majesty of God
(Luke 9:37–45)

Main Point: Saving faith marvels at the majesty of God revealed in Christ’s promise, power, and providence… but preeminently in His passion.

I. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Promise
Jesus’ frustration was addressed—for various reasons and to varying degrees—toward the crowd, the boy’s father, and the disciples. Of these, the primary object of His anger seems to be the disciples:
· They failed to believe His promise (Lk 9:1).
· They presumed upon His pledge (Mk 9:29).
We marvel at the majesty of God revealed in Christ when we believe His promise without presuming upon His pledge.

II. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Power
Jesus did not appeal to a power or authority outside of Himself, for all authority in heaven and on earth belong to Him (Mt 28:18). Nor did He resort to incantations or rituals; He merely uttered His sovereign command. This astonished everyone who witnessed it. We marvel at the majesty of God revealed in Christ when we acknowledge and are astonished by His unparalleled power.

III. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Passion
The crowds were astonished at Jesus’ preaching and power, but they could not comprehend His passion. You cannot truly marvel at the majesty of God revealed in Christ, until you marvel at the majesty of God revealed in Christ’s passion.

IV. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Power
The disciples could not understand Jesus’ prediction of His impending passion because God concealed the meaning from them. Ultimately, it is God who conceals and reveals the truth of the gospel to the human soul, such that He remains utterly and absolutely sovereign in the salvation of sinners. We ought to marvel at this truth (Mt 11:25–27).
