The Lord of the Harvest
(Luke 10:1–24)

Main Point: The Lord of the harvest has entrusted the present harvest to the church, which is both a great responsibility and a great joy, for His sovereignty ensures our success.

I. Rules of the Harvest (10:1–12)
Jesus’ instructions to the seventy-two disciples provide a general pattern for kingdom ministry and missions today. In these verses, we find seven “rules of the harvest”:
· We must regard the harvest as a cooperative endeavor (v. 1). This provides enhanced credibility, mutual accountability, shared responsibility, and collective encouragement.
· We must regard the harvest as an overwhelming endeavor (v. 2). We are dependent upon the resources of the Lord of the harvest.
· We must regard the harvest as a dangerous endeavor (v. 3). The harvest field is a dangerous place.
· We must regard the harvest as a dependent endeavor (v. 4). Missions/evangelism is a work of faith from first to last.
· We must regard the harvest as an urgent endeavor (v. 4). There is no time to waste.
· We must regard the harvest as a relational endeavor (vv. 5–9). The harvest is a harvest of people, and people ought ordinarily to be reached relationally.
· We must regard the harvest as a serious endeavor (vv. 10–12). Eternal destinies are at stake.

II. Rejection of the Harvest (10:13–16)
Before sending out the seventy-two, Jesus elaborated upon the penalty for rejecting the gospel of the kingdom. Three truths bear mentioning:
· There is a coming judgment; you cannot escape it.
· The coming judgment will evaluate your response to the King, including your response to the King’s messengers.
· The coming judgment will take into account the revelation received. You are accountable for the gospel you have heard.

III. Rejoicing in the Harvest (10:17–24)
The seventy-two returned to Jesus rejoicing that the demons were subject to them in Jesus’ name. Jesus affirmed that He had granted them such authority, and that Satan’s kingdom was falling; but He redirected their joy from the authority they wielded to the grace they had received. This, in turn, caused Jesus to erupt in joy and praise for the sovereignty of God’s grace.
