Title: The Grace and Cost of Discipleship
Text: Luke 9:18-27
We not only need to know who Jesus is, but why he came and then submit to Him through repentance and faith and by His grace and power we might lose our life so that we might find real and everlasting life in Him.
1. Jesus is the Christ of God (Luke 9:18–20) - What can we learn from the prayer-life of Jesus? To follow Jesus, we must follow Him in prayer.
The Confusion of the Culture - They were willing to give Him any title except the one that required their submission.
Who do you say that I am? The knowledge of Christ is always a personal discovery, not the passing on of a report learnt from other people.”
A Glimpse of Sovereign Grace - Left to ourselves, we will always misidentify Jesus.

2. The Grace and Power of the Cross (Luke 9:21–22) - Why give the command of silence? They expected a golden crown; Jesus was preparing for a cross. The resurrection was as certain as the crucifixion. 
3. The Call to Grace-Driven Discipleship (Luke 9:23) - So why cross language? It is death to self and life in Him.
· Deny Yourself: denying your right to rule yourself, rejecting your own self-righteousness.
· Take Up Your Cross Daily: a daily crucifixion of the remaining corruption of the flesh. 
· Follow Me: First the cross then the crown. 
4. Warnings of the Grace and Cost of Following Jesus (Luke 9:24-26) - A triad of paradoxes? Lose life and save it, gain the world and lose, shame now shame later. “Being ashamed of Christ is proof of unbelief. Wanting the approval of men now will nullify approval by God later.” – RC Ryle

5. The Promise of Glory - The Son of Man is coming again in His glory, surrounded by the holy angels. On that day, the self-contained, self-absorbed lives of this world will be revealed as worthless ash.

