
Sermon Outline June 7, 2026           Hearing That Shows — Luke 8:16–21
Main Idea: True hearing of God’s Word is Demonstrated by Obedience.

1. The Responsibility of Light (vv. 16–17)
Key Truth:
Light is meant to be seen, not hidden. Principle: What God reveals to you is meant to be displayed through you.
Application:
Is the light of God’s Word visible in your:
Home: daily life / relationships / leadership; Decisions: choices shaped by Scripture; Priorities: what you value most

2. The Warning About Hearing (v. 18a) Command: “Take care how you hear.”
Not all hearing is the same:
Casual, Critical; Selective; or Obedient
Key Truth:
The issue is not exposure to truth, but your response to it.
Heart Check: Am I listening to: Confirm what I already believe? self-affirmation; Or to be corrected? submission

3. The Principle of Increase or Loss (v. 18b)
Principle: Response to truth leads to growth.  Neglect of truth leads to loss.

Spiritual Reality: There is no neutral ground.
Personal Evaluation: Right now I am: 
Growing: in clarity / obedience / hunger or drifting: in delay / dullness / neglect

4. The Identity of Christ’s True Family (vv. 19–21)
Jesus’ Definition:
“My family are those who hear the Word of God and do it.”
Truth: You are not Christ’s because of: Background: family / upbringing; Church attendance: activity / presence; Familiarity: knowledge without obedience

You belong to Christ if:
You hear the Word and obey it.

Gospel Clarity-We are not saved by obedience / works. We are saved by Christ alone.
True faith results in: obedience / transformed living.

Conclusion-“Take care how you hear.”
Hearing leads to: Greater light; Or greater darkness

Personal Response
For Unbelievers: Am I trusting in Christ alone for salvation?
For Believers: Where is my light being clearly seen / displayed?

This Week’s Challenge
I will speak the gospel to: (a specific person)
I will show Christ in: (a specific area of life)
I will take this step of obedience: (a specific action)

