Title: Truth, Deception, and the Anointing
Text: 1 John 2:15-27

Those who place their faith in Jesus Christ receive the indwelling Holy Spirit, who illuminates the truth of Scripture within their hearts, equips them to discern and resist deception, and calls them to continually abide in Christ as the only sure foundation for eternal life.
1. Knowing and Living the Truth (1 John 2:15-17)
· Followers of Christ should not love "the world"—meaning the values and systems opposed to God—because this love is incompatible with love for the Father.
· The world promotes desires of the flesh, desires of the eyes, and pride of life, all of which are fleeting and not from God.  
· True fulfillment and eternal life come from doing God’s will, not from pursuing worldly desires.
2. The Danger of Deception (1 John 2:18-25)
· John warns of “antichrists”—those who deny Jesus as the Christ and try to lead believers astray. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201828184]Let the truth you received from the beginning remain in you as assurance of your salvation and connection to the Father and the Son.
3. The Role of the Holy Spirit -The Anointing (1 John 2:26-27)
· [bookmark: _Hlk201828290]If you are a Christian, you have received the Holy Spirit, who will teach and empower you to discern truth and resist deception.
· [bookmark: _Hlk201828364]The Holy Spirit confirms the true identity of Jesus and will keep you anchored in the obedience of faith.
[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]4. Call to Action
· Examine yourself: Ensure your beliefs align with the foundational truths about Jesus and His relationship to the Father.
· Guard against deception: Stay rooted in the gospel and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
· Abide in Christ: Remain close to Jesus, let His truth dwell in you, and resist the false promises of the world.
Key Promise: Those who abide in Christ and hold fast to His truth are promised eternal life.
