The Sower and the Soils
(Luke 8:1–15)

The Parable of the Sower and the Soils teaches that while many respond positively to the gospel of the kingdom, only those who are faithful and fruitful to the end will enter the kingdom.

The People of the Parable (8:1–3)
In vv. 1–3, Luke provides a succinct summary of the group that followed Jesus, which functioned as a prototypical church. From this summary, we learn that the church is:
· Coeducational—women are coequal disciples and coheirs of the kingdom.
· Complementarian— while women are integral to the ministry of the church, they do not hold positions of authority over the church.
· Converted—its members have been healed by Jesus and continue following Jesus.
· Comprehensive—its members are men and women, rich and poor, Jew and Gentile.

The Purpose of Parables (8:9–10)
· The context of Jesus’ statement—Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9, thus asserting that His ministry was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s ministry. The instrument by which he will blind eyes, dull hearts, and deafen ears is His parables.
· The purpose of parables is to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom to the elect, and to conceal these mysteries from the non-elect.

The Parable of Parables (8:4–8, 11–15)
The Parable of the Sower and the Soils is the “parable of parables” because it explains who enters the kingdom of God. Jesus identifies four types of responses:
· The hard ground represents those who hear the word of God and reject it.
· The rocky soil represents those who receive the word with joy and believe for a while, but fall away in the face of tribulation.
· The thorny soil represents the faith that is choked out by the cares of the world.
· The good soil that yields a fruitful harvest is the only saving response.

The Point of the Parable
The Parable of the Sower and the Soils has several critical applications to the church and its practice of evangelism:
· Responsible evangelism will sow the seed of the gospel indiscriminately.
· Responsible evangelism will be honest and upfront about the certainty of suffering.
· Responsible evangelism will emphasize the necessity of perseverance in faith and fruitfulness.
· Responsible evangelism will not offer unconditional assurance of salvation.
