Blessed Are the True Disciples – Part Four
(Luke 6:12–49)

In the “Sermon on the Plain,” Jesus describes the kind of people who will inherit eternal life in the everlasting kingdom of God.

I. The Cause of True Discipleship (6:12–16)
II. The Center of True Discipleship (6:17–19)
III. The Character of True Discipleship (6:20–42)
A. In Relation to God (vv. 20–26)
B. In Relation to Others (vv. 27–42)
1. Love Your Enemies (vv. 27–36)
2. Love Your Brothers (vv. 37–42)

a. The Posture Toward One Another within the Church (37–38)
A true disciple adopts the right posture toward other disciples:
· Forbearance— “Judge not.” Jesus was not prohibiting all forms of judgment, but that which is legalistic, hypocritical, premature, and immature.
· Compassion— “Condemn not.” Jesus was not prohibiting judgment, but judgmentalism.
· Mercy— “Forgive.” Forgiveness is not forgetfulness; it is not minimization; it is not reconciliation. Forgiveness is releasing the relational debt into the trust of God.
· Generosity— “Give.” True disciples are open-hearted and open-handed.

b. The Priority of Qualified Leadership within the Church (39–40)
A true disciple follows the right leader (Jn 10:3–5). The only qualified leader in Christ’s church is one who speaks the words of Christ and walks in the way of Christ.

c. The Prerequisites for Confronting Sin within the Church (41–42)
A true disciple knows that self-examination and repentance are the necessary prerequisites for confronting sin. For apart from self-examination and repentance, you cannot see sin clearly and you cannot confront sin lovingly.

IV. The Check on True Discipleship (6:43–49)
Jesus concluded the Sermon with two illustrations to help us examine our discipleship:
· The illustration of the good and bad tree teaches that the tree determines the fruit, and points to the necessity of regeneration.
· The illustration of the wise and foolish builders teaches that those who will be saved are those who come to Christ, hear His words, and do them… and continue to do so.
