The Forgiveness of Sins and the Fullness of Love
(Luke 7:36–50)

Those who have been forgiven freely love fully. This story speaks to sinners, encouraging them with the truth that their sin is no impediment to Jesus’ salvation. It also speaks to the self-righteous, confronting them with the truth that if they do not love Jesus, they have not been forgiven by Jesus.

The Scene
Jesus was invited to a banquet sometime in the middle of His Galilean ministry. Such an occasion was regulated by strict rules of honor, which both Simon and Jesus violated.

The Sinner
The protagonist in the story is a woman who has traditionally been identified as Mary Magdalene, but this is probably incorrect. She has also traditionally been identified as a prostitute, which is probably correct.

The Self-Righteous
The antagonist of the story is Simon the Pharisee, the host of the banquet. The Pharisees were religious, moral, and cultural conservatives whose aim was to reform Israel and bring it back to covenant faithfulness. Yet Jesus accused them of hypocrisy and self-righteousness.

The Scandal
The sinful woman approached Jesus, wept profusely, washed His feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair, repeatedly kissed His feet and anointed them with perfumed oil. Simon was scandalized, and concluded that this was proof that Jesus was not only not the Messiah, but was not even a prophet.

The Story
In response, Jesus told Simon a parable about two debtors. The point of the parable is that great forgiveness evokes great love. The woman loved much because she was forgiven much, while Simon did not love at all because he was not forgiven at all.

The Savior
Jesus pronounced the woman’s sins forgiven (v. 48), for her faith had saved her (v. 50). This pronouncement had two effects:
· It altered the woman’s status within the kingdom of God.
· It revealed His identity, for only God can forgive sins.
