Who Do You Say that I Am?
(Luke 7:18–35)

We all must answer the question posed by Jesus to His disciples, “Who do you say that I am” (Mt 16:15), and we all have varying expectations of who the Messiah is and how the Messiah acts that need to be brought into alignment with the messianic identity and mission as revealed in Scripture. Suffering is God’s ordinary method of bringing our expectation into alignment with reality.

Jesus’ Response to John (7:18–23)
John’s expectation of who the Messiah would be and what the Messiah would do and when the Messiah was going to do it was out of alignment with who Jesus was and what Jesus had come to do and when Jesus would do it.
· The cause of John’s doubts—John expected the Messiah to establish a visible kingdom, effect a visible salvation, and mete out a visible judgment. But the Messiah comes not once, but twice. Salvation and judgment were inaugurated at Christ’s first advent; salvation and judgment will be consummated at Christ’s second advent.
· The crux of Jesus’ response—Jesus healed many in the presence of John’s disciples, then sent them back to John to report all that they had seen and heard. This was evidence that Jesus was the Christ, and that His arrival inaugurated the messianic age.
· The challenge to John’s faith—Jesus challenged John to persevere in his faith. Jesus might not be the Messiah John had looked for, but He was the Messiah John needed.

Jesus’ Testimony about John (7:24–28)
After John’s disciples departed, Jesus turned to the crowds and bore testimony to John:
· Jesus commended John’s character—John was a man of strength and resolve, who cared nothing for the treasures and pleasures of the world.
· Jesus confirmed John’s calling—John was a prophet, and more than a prophet because John was the last prophet before the coming of the Messiah.
· Jesus clarified John’s covenant—John was the last and greatest prophet of the old covenant, but the new covenant is vastly superior to the old. This is not a statement of personal character, but of covenantal privilege.

Jesus’ Testimony to the Crowds (7:29–35)
The children of wisdom are those who repented of their sins at John’s preaching, received baptism at John’s hand, and then followed Jesus when He appeared on the scene. The children of this world rejected both John and Jesus.
