Glimpses of Glory
(Luke 7:1–17)

We hunger for glory because we were made to feast upon glory. And we are starving because we try to sate our hunger on things that were never meant to bear the weight of glory (Rom 1:21–25; Jer 2:12–13). Our greatest need, therefore, is to see and savor the glory of God that has come near to us in Jesus Christ (Jn 1:14). Luke 7:1–17 provides two glimpses of this divine glory, that we may satisfy our souls.

The Glory of Christ Revealed in His Authority to Heal the Sick (7:1–10)
At the beginning of this passage, the centurion had a low view of Jesus and a high view of himself. By the end of the passage, the centurion had a high view of Jesus and a low view of himself. What changed? He beheld the glory of God in Christ. He no longer viewed the miracle as a matter of magic, but of majesty—Jesus is Lord with authority to heal.

The Proper Response to Glory Is Faith
The centurion responded to the glory of Christ with a faith unmatched in all of Israel. What is this faith that causes Jesus to marvel?
· It is a faith that is born of the sight of Christ’s supreme glory.
· It is a faith that locates its hope in Christ’s sovereign compassion.
· It is a faith that entrusts itself to Christ’s saving authority.

The Glory of Christ Revealed in His Power to Raise the Dead (7:11–17)
The raising of the son of the widow of Nain reveals Christ’s glory in two ways:
· The glory of Christ is revealed in His compassion toward human suffering.
· The glory of Christ is revealed in His power over death.

The Proper Response to Glory Is Worship
The crowd that witnessed the raising of the widow’s son responded in three ways:
· They were seized by fear.
· They glorified God.
· They told everyone.
